
KUWAIT: The United Nations NGOs committee recently
recommended granting Kuwait’s Autism Society an advi-
sory position at the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC).  In this regard, head of the society Dr Samira Al-
Saad stressed that this position is considered an interna-
tional shift for both Kuwait and the society and provides
chances to actively participate in UN organizations’ activi-
ties. This participation followed six years of hard work to
highlight the society’s efforts to enhance Kuwait’s position
as a center for humanity, she added in a press release.

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Association for Surgeons said yester-
day that they are due to host a four-day conference for inno-
vations in the medical and surgical field on September 30th.
The conference, the first of its kind, aims to introduce current
doctors to innovations, also to develop new doctors to the
medical situations they will face in their respective fields,
through workshops and activities. The conference will host
international speakers including members from the
American Association, President of the Kuwait Associations
for Surgeons Dr Salman Al-Sabah said. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Red Arrows, the world-renowned aero-
batics display team of the Royal Air Force (RAF), will
put on an air show tomorrow near Kuwait Towers,
said a statement by the Defense Ministry yesterday.
The Defense Ministry’s public relations department
said that the show, to be attended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, would commence at
3:30 pm tomorrow. The Red Arrows did a show in
Kuwait back in November. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Responding to news reports speculating
that exceptional pensions were paid to some MPs, the
National Assembly’s Secretary General Allam Al-
Kandari stressed that this procedure is not new, and
that it was not the first time that the government
agreed to pay an exceptional pension to some law-
makers as per article 80 of the social security law.
Kandari added that ever since the 1992 parliament,
this pension has usually been paid at the beginning of
each term to MPs who were not paid any pensions
before they were elected, or to those who used to get
paid less compared to their colleagues. 

Teaching French
Two years after teaching French in intermediate

schools, the Ministry of Education (MOE) decided to
call off the experiment and transfer all French teachers
from intermediate to secondary schools, said informed
sources. The sources said that the experiment failed
because of the fact that the idea was not duly studied
prior to implementation, saying that the decision was
hastily made. The sources said that studying the sub-
ject was optional and that learners only had to attend
one class of French per week while the subject should
have been a basic one so that all learners could benefit
from it. “Even parents themselves were not aware
enough,” the source added, noting that learning French
was beyond the capabilities of an intermediate stage
learner, particularly since they already study another
foreign language; English, in addition to Arabic, in
which they are already weak in general. 

KFA elections
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousif Al-Sabah, Al-Samiya Sports

Club’s representative in Kuwait Football Association’s
(KFA) presidency elections, is getting closer to winning
the post by acclamation as no opponents registered
to run the elections until  yesterday morning.
Candidate Fawaz Al-Hasawi reportedly withdrew from
the elections, which are set for October 31, without
providing a clear reason for his sudden decision.
Hasawi had made a decision to run for the elections,
but Al-Qadsiya Club officials rejected his candidacy,
before he finally decided to withdraw, wishing Al-
Yousif good luck.  

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The US Embassy in Kuwait organized its first
ever reception for Kuwaiti alumni of US State
Department educational, professional, cultural and
training programs. In his welcoming speech, US
Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman lauded the
largest gathering of alumni in Kuwait which they organ-
ized for the first time. “Wherever they take place, all of
our programs have a common goal:  To increase mutual
understanding between the people of the United States
and people living in Kuwait,” he said.

According to Silverman, there are nearly 2,000 alumni
in Kuwait since the establishments of International
Exchange Alumni. “Those of you who are alumni of our
programs form part of a network of over one million
program alumni worldwide. You are certainly in good
company: International alumni of Department of State
programs include former British prime ministers
Margaret Thatcher, Gordon Brown, and Tony Blair, for
example, who all participated in International Visitor
Leadership Programs. Altogether, 565 of our alumni are
current or former heads of state - so far,” he added. 

“We would love to see more of you registered on
alumni.state.gov to continue networking with other dis-
tinguished peers. Our alumni build on the experiences
they gain and the networks they form through our pro-
grams; we want to nurture those networks, and help
them grow,” explained Silverman.

The US State Department offers a variety of
resources, educational cultural and professional devel-
opment programs. More than 100 English language
teachers in Kuwait have had distance learning through
English language professionals available to them includ-
ing the American English E-Teacher Program, the
American English Webinar Series, and the Massive Open
Online Courses. The recent US-Kuwait Strategic
Dialogue has reaffirmed that cultural and educational
exchange is more important than ever to the bilateral
relationship.  

Eyad Zaben, the US embassy ’s new Alumni
Coordinator said there is a need for the creation of this
department so as to help alumni in Kuwait. “As Alumni
Coordinator, my main goal is to increase the involve-
ment of Kuwait-based alumni of US Government
exchange and study programs, facilitating collaboration
on topics of mutual interest. This helps our Kuwait-
based alumni share and deepen their expertise once
they have returned from different exchange programs in
the United States,” he said. The invitation-only reception
was held at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Salwa. 

KUWAIT: The Mexican embassy in Kuwait
released the following statement yester-
day, urging people to continue donating
for victims of the earthquake that hit the
North American country last week:

Regarding  the  earthquake  that
occurred  in  Mexico  on  September  19,
2017  and following the demonstrations
of support and affection of those who
have expressed their desire to help, list-
ed below are different ways to make
donations:

1. Cash  donations  can  be  made

through  the   Mexican  Red  Cross  web-
site (https://cruzrojadonaciones. org). The
steps are as follows:

a. Enter the website and follow the on-
screen instructions to create an account.

b. The credit card data is captured
through a PayPal account (the amount is
in Mexican pesos MXN) and select “SISMO
19/09/17”

c. The  website confirms that  the
transaction was successful and allows  the
issuance of a receipt.

2. In kind donations can be made

through global companies such as
Amazon at https://www.amazon.com.mx/.
The steps are as follows:

a. Enter the website and select “Fuerza
Mexico. Donar y ayudar nos une”.

b. Choose the option “Cruz Roja
Mexicana”. There you will find a “wish-
list” that is updated in real time accord-
ing to the needs of the Mexican Red
Cross (Cruz Roja Mexicana), as well as
instructions on how to make the dona-
tion step by step.

3. As the next phase will focus on the

efforts for reconstruction, the private sec-
tor created the “FUERZA MEXICO” trust, in
which leaders from the main business
chambers will participate to accompany
the reconstruction actions in the states
that were affected by recent earthquakes.
In this regard, data are sent for interna-
tional transfers:

Account Number Mexican Pesos:
012180001109759075 or 

Account Number USD:
012180001109759156

For both bank accounts:

Account Name:  NACIONAL
FINANCIERA  SNC  COMO  FlO  DEL  F
80755

FUERZA MEXICO Swift: BCMRMXMM
Bank: BBVA Bancomer Branch:  0095

Address: Av. Paseo de Ia Reforma N.
510 Col. Juarez, CP 06600

4. Donations  may  also  be  made
through  the  Kuwait  Red  Crescent
Society https://donation.krcs.org.kw

The Embassy thank you in advance for
your participation and remains attentive to
any questions or comments on the matter.
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KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman
delivers his speech. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Eyad Zaben, the US embassy’s new Alumni Coordinator
speaks during the event.


