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ABU GHOSH, Israel: Mourners carry the coffin of Arab Israeli man, Youssef Ottman, one of three Israeli guards killed in a Palestinian shooting attack on a Jewish settlement in the occupied West Bank, during his funeral yesterday. — AFP 

HAR ADAR: A Palestinian opened fire at Israeli
security personnel at the entrance to a West Bank
settlement yesterday, killing three and wounding
another before being shot dead, police said. The
attack, which came as US envoy Jason Greenblatt
was due in Jerusalem for talks on relaunching the
moribund Middle East peace process, drew con-
demnation from Israeli officials who called for
action from the Palestinian leadership. It also
occurred in the middle of the Jewish high holiday
period, when Israeli-Palestinian violence has
erupted in the past, and led police to order rein-
forcements to prevent further unrest.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
demanded a clear condemnation of the attack
from Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas, adding
that the gunman’s home would be demolished
and Israeli work permits withdrawn from his
extended family. The target of the attack was Har
Adar, a well-to-do settlement northwest of
Jerusalem, high in the hills close to the Green Line

that separates the occupied West Bank from Israel.
The windows of the guard booth at its north-

ern entrance, where Palestinian day laborers are
required to undergo security checks, had been
shattered by the shooting, an AFP correspondent
reported. Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said
that the gunman, who had a permit to work in the
settlement, had concealed himself among other
Palestinian laborers. “He hesitated and then all of a
sudden, several meters before a security check,
pulled out a nine millimeter weapon and opened
fire directly at the two private security guards,
who were shot and killed directly at the scene,”
Rosenfeld said. “He also opened fire to a border
police officer that was also located here. “And
another two officers, that were standing approxi-
mately where we are at the moment, responded,
opened fire and shot and killed that terrorist.”

Work permits under review   
Israel’s Shin Bet internal security service identi-

fied the gunman as Nimer Aljamal, a 37-year-old
father of four from the nearby Palestinian village
of Beit Surik with no previous “security back-
ground”. Rosenfeld described Aljamal’s profile as
“very unusual” by comparison with others who
have carried out lone-wolf attacks during a wave
of unrest that has hit Israel and the Palestinian ter-
ritories over the past two years. He said there
would have to be a security review of work per-
mits for Palestinians to work in Israel and the set-
tlements, with thousands granted.

Netanyahu called on the Palestinian president
to condemn the attack. “I expect (Abbas) to con-
demn the attack and not try to justify it,” he said.
Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas, which rules
Gaza, hailed the attack as “revenge for the crime of
occupation against our people.”  The UN envoy to
the Middle East Nickolay Mladenov condemned
both the attack and the Hamas reaction. “It is
deplorable that Hamas and others continue to glo-
rify such attacks, which undermine the possibility

of a peaceful future for both Palestinians and
Israelis,” he said. Police named the border police-
man killed as Solomon Gavria, 20.Har Adar resi-
dent Steve Leibowitz, 65, said the settlement’s
proximity to the Green Line had always made it
feel safe. “This place is quiet. We’re inside the West
Bank but we have a border fence and we feel as
though we are inside Israel and safe,” he said.  “Until
today I haven’t locked my doors in years. Now I will
be locking the doors.” The latest attack comes near-
ly two years after a wave of unrest broke out. The
violence had greatly subsided in recent months
but Shin Bet chief Nadav Argaman warned in a
briefing to the cabinet earlier this month that the
risk of new attacks was ever present.

Reception for US envoy   
Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely said the

Palestinian leadership needed to take action or
there would be no point in following up on the US
initiative to relaunch peace talks. “The terrible

attack at Har Adar is the Palestinian reception for
US envoy Jason Greenblatt,” she said. Hotovely
renewed the Israeli government’s call for the
Palestinian Authority to stop paying allowances to
the families of those who lost their lives carrying
out attacks. The issue is a deeply divisive one, with
many Palestinians seeing those killed carrying out
attacks against the “occupation forces” as martyrs,
while Israelis see them as “terrorists”.  West Bank set-
tlements are a source of significant tensions
between Israel and the Palestinians and have been
a major sticking point in peace talks. The UN envoy
told the Security Council on Monday that Israel
continues to build settlements “at a high rate,” in
defiance of Security Council demands for an end to
their expansion. The international community
regards all Jewish settlements in the occupied West
Bank, including Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, as
illegal. They are seen as major stumbling blocks to
peace as they are built on land the Palestinians see
as part of their future state. —AFP 
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SEOUL: North Korea has boosted defenses
on its east coast, a South Korean lawmaker
said yesterday, after the North said US
President Donald Trump had declared war
and that it would shoot down US bombers
flying near the peninsula. Tensions have
escalated since North Korea conducted its
sixth and most powerful nuclear test on
Sept 3, but the rhetoric has reached a new
level in recent days with leaders on both
sides exchanging threats and insults.

North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong
Ho said Trump’s Twitter comments, in which
the US leader said Ri and leader Kim Jong
Un “won’t be around much longer” if they
acted on their threats, amounted to a decla-
ration of war and that Pyongyang had the
right to take countermeasures. South
Korean lawmaker Lee Cheol-uoo, briefed by
the country’s spy agency, said the reclusive
North was in fact bolstering its defences by
moving aircraft to its east coast and taking
other measures after US bombers flew close
to the Korean peninsula at the weekend.

Lee said the United States appeared to
have disclosed the flight route of the
bombers intentionally because North Korea
seemed to be unaware. Ri, the foreign min-
ister, said on Monday the North’s right to
countermeasures included shooting down
US bombers “even when they are not inside
the airspace border of our country”. “The
whole world should clearly remember it was
the US who first declared war on our coun-
try,” he told reporters in New York on
Monday, where he had been attending the
annual United Nations General Assembly.

“The question of who won’t be around
much longer will be answered then,” he said.
White House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders

denied on Monday that the United States
had declared war, calling the suggestion
“absurd”. Speaking in Beijing, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said
war on the Korean peninsula would have no
winner. “We hope the US and North Korean
politicians have sufficient political judgment
to realize that resorting to military force will
never be a viable way to resolve the penin-
sula issue and their own concerns,” Lu told a
daily news briefing. 

“We also hope that both sides can realize
that being bent on assertiveness and pro-
voking each other will only increase the risk
of conflict and reduce room for policy
maneuvers. War on the peninsula will have
no winner.” 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speak-
ing on the sidelines of a UN meeting in New
York, said the situation on the Korean penin-
sula was at a very dangerous stage, the for-
eign ministry said yesterday. The urgent task
was to prevent North Korea’s nuclear and
missile programs progressing, to avoid a fur-
ther escalation in tensions and to especially
prevent resorting to arms, Wang added. 

While repeatedly calling for dialogue to
resolve the issue, China has also signed up
for increasingly tough UN sanctions
against North Korea. 

China’s fuel exports to North Korea fell
in August, along with iron ore imports
from the isolated nation, as trade slowed
after the latest UN sanctions, but coal ship-
ments resumed after a five-month hiatus,
customs data showed yesterday. South
Korean President Moon Jae-in urged Kim
Jong Un to resume mil itar y talks and
reunions of families split by the 1950-53
Korean War to ease tension. — Reuters
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DOHA: A Nepalese construction worker in Qatar
was “sacked” the day after speaking to a UN dele-
gation visiting the 2022 World Cup host country to
examine labor conditions, sources said. The inci-
dent is considered serious enough that the UN’s
International Labor Organization (ILO) said it
would be on the agenda when its governing body
meets in two months to discuss an investigation
into allegations of forced labor by Qatar. 

“The ILO has been following closely this case
and continues to do so with a view to ensuring
that the rights of this Nepalese worker are fully
respected and protected,” Corinne Vargha, director
of the ILO’s international labor standards depart-
ment, said in a statement. The case was raised in a

previous meeting of the ILO governing body in
March 2017, Vargha said, in the context of a com-
plaint against Doha for non-compliance with two
ratified ILO international conventions-namely the
Forced Labor Convention and the Labor Inspection
Convention. “The complaint will be further dis-
cussed by the Governing Body at its November
2017 session,” she added. 

That meeting could see the ILO launch a formal
investigation into Qatar over its treatment of
migrant workers. The construction worker’s plight
has also been confirmed by two separate unions.
The incident occurred in March 2016, but could
only now be reported because of sensitivities sur-
rounding the case. It happened when a six-strong

team from the ILO visited a labor camp in Qatar.
As well as losing his job after telling the UN

body about unpaid wages and employers illegally
holding his passport, the laborer was also handed
a one-way ticket home to Nepal by bosses, unions
said. Officials at the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) say the timing of the dis-
missal “indicates it was a retaliatory act by his
employer”. “This is a violation under international
labor standards and contradicts the commitments
Qatar has repeatedly made before the ILO,” said
ITUC head Sharan Burrow.

The union said the 29-year-old worker never got
on the plane, but was subsequently jailed for two
weeks due to losing his work sponsor.  Under the
“kafala” system, the prevailing law at the time of the
incident, all foreign workers in Qatar required a
local sponsor in order to work and maintain resi-
dency. That sponsor, whether an individual or com-
pany, must grant permission for the laborer to
switch jobs or leave the country.

The Nepalese national was not working on a
World Cup project, but the 2022 event has put a
spotlight on labor conditions in Qatar. The man’s
case was cleared earlier this year and he opted to
stay in Qatar, working for a new employer and
earning around 1,600 Qatari Riyals per month-an
average salary for a laborer in Qatar. Despite
requests there was no immediate comment from
the Qatari government. 

In recent years Doha claims to have made
great strides in labor relations, including reforms
to ensure wages are paid promptly, improved
accommodations and the abolition of kafala for a
new, contract-based system. — AFP 
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DOHA: A general view shows boats moored in front of the skyline of the Qatari capital,
Doha. A Nepalese construction worker in Qatar was ‘sacked’ the day after speaking to a UN
delegation visiting the 2022 World Cup host country to examine labor conditions. — AFP 


