
BARCELONA: Las Palmas coach Manolo Marquez has become the third
La Liga manager to leave his job this season, calling a surprise news con-
ference yesterday to announce his resignation after losing four of the
first six games of the campaign. Las Palmas are 15th in the standings
with six points and Marquez’s last game in charge was a 2-0
home defeat by Leganes on Sunday. Marquez had never
coached a top-flight side before landing the job in July
after leading the club’s reserve team to promotion. “We
all thought it was the best option at the time and I would
agree to it 80 times out of 100 but as the days went by I
began to feel out of place,” Marquez told reporters. “We
can’t deny that everything happened very quickly and in a
hurry. I had the sensation that I couldn’t transmit what I
wanted to the players but that is more my problem
than theirs.” —Reuters
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LONDON: Former Newcastle chairman Freddy Shepherd, a pivotal
figure in the club’s 1990s success, has died aged 76, his family
announced yesterday. Shepherd was Newcastle chairman for 10 years
from 1997 and eventually sold his share of the club to current owner
Mike Ashley.  “Freddy Shepherd sadly passed away peacefully at his
home last night,” his family said in a statement. “At this difficult time
the family have asked that their privacy be respected.” Tyneside-born
Shepherd became a Newcastle director in 1992 and served as vice-
chairman to John Hall as the club finished Premier League runners-up
in both 1996 and 1997. Shepherd played a key role in the appoint-
ment of Kevin Keegan as manager in the early 1990s, a move that
helped transform the then struggling second tier side into a top-
flight force. Under Keegan’s management, Newcastle went toe to toe
with Manchester United in the Premier League title race before losing
out to Alex Ferguson’s team.  —AFP
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NEWCASTLE: Race to Dubai leader Tommy Fleetwood will miss this week’s
British Masters in Newcastle for the possible birth of his child, while
Andrew Johnston pulled out injured yesterday. Fleetwood, 26, has elected
to stay with his partner and manager Clare, who is soon to give birth to the

couple’s child. “I wanted to give myself every chance of play-
ing this week, but being there at the birth of your child is a
special moment in anyone’s life and I would not want to

miss it,” said Fleetwood. “I look forward to returning to
playing soon and hopefully I can have a strong end to
the season and compete for the Race to Dubai title.”

Fleetwood, who has won twice this season, currently
leads the Race to Dubai by nearly one million points

from Spain’s Sergio Garcia, who is also playing the tourna-
ment hosted by former world number one Lee Westwood at

Close House. —AFP
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NFL

GLENDALE: This file photo taken on September 25, 2017 shows Quarterback Dak Prescott #4 of the Dallas Cowboys diving into the endzone to
score on a ten yard rushing touchdown against the Arizona Cardinals during the second quarter of the NFL game at the University of Phoenix
Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. — AFP

PHOENIX: The Dallas Cowboys proved
Monday they can take a punch and deliver
one too. Dallas overcame a slow start but
eventually looked like their old selves again,
bouncing back from a crushing loss the week
before to defeat the Arizona Cardinals 28-17
on Monday.

Dak Prescott threw for two touchdown
passes and going airborne for another score
as the Cowboys snapped a four-game losing
skid to Arizona. Dallas needed some good
news after being humbled 42-17 by the
Denver Broncos the week before.

“We showed the character of this team,”
Prescott said. “Last week we got hit in the
mouth pretty good. We did the things we
needed to do to get the win tonight.” Ezekiel
Elliott finished with 80 yards and also ran for a
touchdown as Dallas improved to 2-1 on the
season. It was also a rebound performance for
Elliott who had a career low eight yards
against the Broncos.

In Monday’s victory, the Cowboys looked
more like the team that went 13-3 last season
and started 2017 off with lopsided 19-3 win
over the New York Giants. Prescott opened
the scoring for the Cowboys with a just over a
minute left in the first half by keeping the
snap and running 10 yards before somersault-
ing into the end zone. Prescott got hit at the
last second and launched into the air.

“I just told myself I had to jump in the air. I
was hoping I didn’t helicopter so I was glad I
went straight over,” he said. Elliott capped the
scoring with an eight-yard touchdown run.
The score was tied 7-7 after two quarters that
had the Cardinals lamenting the fact they
weren’t ahead. Dallas gained just 57 total
yards in the first half. 

Before the game, the Cowboys and
Cardinals added their voices to the wave of
protests against racism and division across
the United States as the players collectively
took a knee. 

JONES TAKES A KNEE 
The Cowboys were joined by team owner

Jerry Jones in kneeling down at mid-field, but
they chose to do so before former “American
Idol” winner Jordin Sparks sang the national
anthem in front of a crowd of 65,100 at the
University of Phoenix Stadium.

The Cowboys said they wanted to take a
knee as a statement of equality and a represen-
tation of unity but without protesting “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” A smattering of Arizona
fans booed the Cowboys when they took a
knee. As a further indication of just how divi-
sive the issue has become, others cheered
loudly when a giant US flag was unfurled and
covered almost the entire pitch.

Sparks, an African American, also wanted to
send a message of unity as she wrote on her
left hand ‘31:8-9’-a Bible verse that reads:
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves, for the rights of all who are desti-
tute.” The Cardinals also locked arms during the
anthem, but nobody appeared to take a knee
or raise a clenched fist. US President Donald
Trump has been locked in a days-long feud
with NFL players, owners and league officials
over the symbolic protests aimed at drawing
attention to racial injustice. On Friday, he called
protesting players “sons of bitches” who should
be fired. Jones lives in the Republican strong-
hold of Texas and was one of seven NFL owners
to donate to Trump’s inauguration. —AFP

PARK CITY: Athletes should feel free to
express their political opinions during next
February’s Winter Games in Pyeongchang
despite strict Olympic rules barring such
demonstrations, the head of the United
States Olympic Committee (USOC) said on
Monday. 

Referring to Sunday’s protest by over
100 NFL players, who went down on one
knee during the national anthem to protest
against racial inequality, USOC CEO Scott
Blackmun said athletes had a right to air
their opinions. “ The athletes you see
protesting are protesting because they love
their country, not because they don’t,” he
said. “So we fully support that our athletes
and everybody else to express themselves.”
Blackmun acknowledged that the situation
is trickier given the International Olympic
Committee charter, which specifically bans
“demonstrations of political, religious or
racial propaganda” at Olympic venues.

“We have a little bit of a different state
of play when it comes to the Olympic
Games.” Blackmun praised the 1968
Olympic protest by American track and
field athletes Tommie Smith and John
Carlos, who gave a black power salute from
the podium in Mexico City, sparking con-
troversy. Smith later stated that the gesture
was a “human rights salute”.

“That was a seminal moment not only
for the Olympic movement but the US
Olympic team and we recognized them last
year by bringing them to the White House,”
he said.  Several Olympic hopefuls backed
the protesting NFL players but said on
Monday that it was too soon to say what
they may do if they find themselves in a
similar position.

“I respect what those guys did and I do
believe there is a lot of room for social
change. As a person of color I do think it’s
something that we need to address,” said
Elana Meyers, an American bobsled pilot
and two-time Winter Olympic medalist. 

But at the Olympics, the only time you
get to hear your national anthem is if you
win a gold medal. “So it is going to come
down to a game time decision.” Julia
Mancuso, an alpine skier and four-time
Olympic medalist, also supports the NFL
players but said the dynamics are different
for Olympic athletes.

“When it comes to the Olympics, I like to
think that it’s a special event not just like
the NFL or pro sports teams that compete
every weekend. For us it’s every four years,”
she said. 

“I’m proud of athletes that stand up for
what they believe in... but I also like to think
of us all as very patriotic athletes.” —Reuters
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NEW DELHI:  A 101-year-old Indian runner
said yesterday that China has refused to
grant her a visa to participate in the Asian
Masters Athletics Championships, robbing
her of a potential medal. Man Kaur, dubbed
the “miracle from Chandigarh” after win-
ning the 100-metres gold at the World
Masters Games in Auckland in April, had
been training hard for the competition at
home in Punjab state.

“I felt very bad when my visa was reject-
ed,” she told AFP.  “Wherever we used to go
we would come back winners and even this
time around I was confident of victory. “But
it’s not the end of the road. I will continue
training and look forward to competing in
future events,” she added.  Kaur, who took
up athletics eight years ago at the tender
age of 93, was looking to compete in the
100m, 200m, shot put and javelin cate-
gories in the China Masters in Rugao.

She had no prior running experience
before her 79-year-old son Gurdev Singh,
who said his Chinese visa was also refused,
suggested she join him in competing on
the international masters games circuit.
“We have travelled all over the world, from

England to America to New Zealand but
never has our visa been rejected,” Singh, a
permanent resident of Canada, told AFP.

“The Chinese Embassy said we don’t
have a personal invite but we carried a let-
ter from the Indian Masters Athletics
Association which should have been
enough. “Don’t people go to China as
tourists, do they need some invite? What
problem can a 101-year-old and a 79-year-
old create in China apart from competing
in the event,” he added.

Singh and his mother will be travelling to
Toronto next month where Kaur will be
bestowed with the ‘Lifetime achievement
award’ during a function.  Kaur is one of the
nominees for the coveted Laureus World
Sports Awards 2017 in the new category -
‘Best Sporting Moment of the Year’.  Singh
said “a healthy diet and strict training regi-
men” kept the mother-son duo in good
shape as they eye more medals in next year’s
World Masters Athletics Championships in
Spain. “Our body is God’s gift and if we don’t
preserve this, our next generation will be
weak,” he said. The Chinese embassy in New
Delhi did not comment on the case. — AFP
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AUCKLAND: In this photograph taken on April 24, 2017, Indian runner Man Kaur, 101,
celebrates after competing in the 100m sprint in the 100+ age category at the World
Masters Games at Trusts Arena in Auckland on April 24, 2017. A 101-year-old Indian
runner said yesterday that China has refused to grant her a visa to participate in the
Asian Masters Athletics Championships, robbing her of a potential medal. —AFP

NFL Results/Standings

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 2 1 0 0 99 95 .667
Buffalo 2 1 0 0 50 37 .667
Miami 1 1 0 0 25 37 .500
NY Jets 1 2 0 0 52 72 .333

AFC North
Pittsburgh 2 1 0 1 64 50 .667
Baltimore 2 1 0 0 51 54 .667
Cleveland 0 3 0 0 56 76 0
Cincinnati 0 3 0 1 33 60 0

AFC South
Tennessee 2 1 0 0   86 69 .667
Jacksonville 2 1 0 0 89 51 .667
Indianapolis 1 2 0 1 53 90 .333
Houston 1 2 0 0 53 74 .333

AFC west
Kansas City 3 0 0 0 93 57 1.000
Oakland 2 1 0 0 81 63 .667
Denver 2 1 0 0 82 64 .667
LA Chargers 0 3 0 0 48 67 0

National Football Conference
NFC East

Philadelphia 2 1 0 0 77 68 .667
Washington 2 1 0 0 71 60 .667
Dallas 2 1 0 0 64 62 .667
NY Giants 0 3 0 0 37 70 0

NFC North
Minnesota 2 1 0 0 72 62 .667
Green Bay 2 1 0 0 67 67 .667
Detroit 2 1 0 0 85 63 .667
Chicago 1 2 0 0 47 69 .333

NFC South
Atlanta 3 0 0 0 87 66 1.000
Carolina 2 1 0 0 45 40 .667
Tampa Bay 1 1 0 0 46 41 .500
New Orleans 1 2 0 0 73 78 .333

NFC West
LA Rams 2 1 0 0 107 75 .667
Seattle 1 2 0 0 48 59 .333
Arizona 1 2 0 0 56 76 .333
San Francisco 0 3 0 0 51 76 0

Dallas Cowboys 28 Arizona Cardinals 17

Cowboys rebound from
loss to topple Cardinals

LONDON: World Rugby chiefs have
slammed a controversial study that claims
tackling and scrums should be banned in
schools.  Allyson Pollock and Graham
Kirkwood from the Institute of Health at
Newcastle University argue that most
injuries in youth rugby occur due to the
collision elements of the game.

Writing in the British Medical Journal
(BMJ), they said that ministers should “put
the interests of the child before those of
corporate professional rugby unions”.

Removing collisions from school rugby
is likely to “reduce and mitigate the risk of
injur y ” in pupils,  they said.  The
researchers called on the UK chief medical
officers to advise the UK Government to
remove “harmful contact” from the game.

The article comes at a time when issue
of concussions in professional rugby is
become a major concern.  But World
Rugby hit back at the claims in a strongly
world statement that defended their
sport’s approach to safety issues.

“World Rugby and its member unions
take player safety and welfare very seri-
ously and proactively pursue an evi-
dence-based approach to reduce the risk
of injury at all levels,” a World Rugby state-
ment read.

“The continual claims made by Prof
Pollock are not based on like-for-like
injury statistics and her extreme and
alarmist conclusions are simply not sup-
ported by the data. “For example, it is well
documented that, for most sports, injury

rates increase with age and yet the
research quoted mixes 9-12 with 18-20
age groups.

“Contrary to Pollock’s opinion, the sys-
tematic published studies where injury
has been properly defined and moni-
tored, suggest the risk for pre-teens is not
unacceptably high compared to other
popular sports.

“Of course, as with all sports there is
some risk of injury associated with rugby
and governing bodies have a responsibili-

ty to mitigate that risk as far as possible.
“That is why rugby for young people at
schools or clubs exists in different forms,
both contact and non-contact, and signif-
icant work has been undertaken over a
number of years to develop a structured
progression.

“The responsibility for every sport is to
manage the risk as best as possible ban-
ning the tackle supports reducing activity
and reducing activity is associated with
risk.” —AFP

World Rugby slams calls for tackling ban in schools
RUGBY


