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DHAKA: South Africa will be hoping to
ease new coach Ottis Gibson into his job
in a two-test series against Bangladesh
where the home side defend a one-
sided record against their opponents
but are light on fast bowlers and still tin-
kering with their top order.

South Africa have won by an innings
in each of their four previous home tests
against Bangladesh and not lost to
them away either. But after losing a

four-match series in England this year
and still without key elements of their
pace attack, there will be no air of com-
placency about the home team.

Chris Morris, Vernon Philander and
Dale Steyn remain sidelined, leaving
Morne Morkel and Kagiso Rabada to
lead a thin seam attack while 22-year-
old Aiden Markham will make his debut
as the latest opening partner for Dean
Elgar. “We have a good understanding

of each other ’s games and how we
operate. I am excited to go with him,”
Markham told reporters. For Gibson the
injury toll among the bowlers is a pri-
mary concern. “That’s a problem straight
away. To win test matches, you need to
take 20 wickets and having your best
four fast bowlers fit and ready gives you
a chance to do that,” he said.

Gibson asked all the test players to
play in last week’s first round of the

domestic four-day series in order to get
match practice. “I don’t want to get into
any thinking that Bangladesh is an easy
series,” he added.

Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan misses out after he asked for time
off to recover from exhaustion. Shakib
has played 50 international matches
across all formats of the game since
2016, and plays for Twenty20 teams in
multiple franchise-based leagues around

the world. Opening batsman Tamim
Iqbal is expected to be fit despite not
batting on the last day of the warm-up
match against a South African Invitation
XI. He strained a thigh muscle on the first
day of the match. The first test in
Potchefstroom, which starts on Thursday,
will mark the introduction of a number of
new rules to the game including umpires
being able to send players off for serious
offences. —Reuters
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Depleted S Africa not taking Bangladesh lightly

ST LOUIS: Jon Jay #30 of the Chicago Cubs hits an RBI single against the St Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium on Monday in St Louis, Missouri.  —AFP

NEW YORK: Aaron Judge broke Mark
McGwire’s Major League Baseball record for
home runs by a rookie, hitting a pair for the
second straight day to raise his total to 50 and
lead the New York Yankees over the Kansas
City Royals 11-3 Monday. The 6-foot-7, 25-
year-old slugger tied the mark with a two-run
drive to right-center off Jakob Junis (8-3) in
the third inning that put New York ahead 3-0.
His solo shot to left against Trevor Cahill in the
seventh made it 7-3 and earned him a rare
curtain call.  Judge has 13 home runs in
September and six in five games, and he is
second in the majors behind Miami’s
Giancarlo Stanton, who has 57. Judge has four
multihomer games this month and seven this
season. McGwire hit 49 homers for Oakland in
1987. Greg Bird added a two-run homer in the
sixth. Gary Sanchez followed Judge in the sev-
enth with back-to-back homers for the third
time this year, raising his total to 33. CC
Sabathia (13-5) took a 6-0 lead into the sev-
enth, when Salvador Perez hit a two-run
homer and Mike Moustakas chased the left-
hander by going deep four pitches later.
Sabathia improved to 9 -0 in 11 starts this year
after Yankees losses. New York moved within
four games of AL East-leading Boston with six
to play. Kansas City was pushed to the brink of
postseason elimination.

CUBS 10, CARDINALS 2
Addison Russell hit a three-run double in

the first inning, then made a food run for a fan
in enemy territory while Chicago beat St.
Louis to move within a victory of clinching its
second straight NL Central title. Kris Bryant
and Javier Baez homered for the Cubs, who
can wrap up the division with a win yesterday
against the Cardinals or a loss by Milwaukee
against Cincinnati. Russell helped the Cubs
get to starter Luke Weaver (7-2) early, then
made some friends out of rival fans. After div-
ing into the stands chasing a foul ball down
the third-base line and spilling a fan’s tray of
chips, Russell emerged from the dugout a few
innings later with a plate of nachos and deliv-
ered it to the fan. Russell stopped to take a
selfie before heading back to play shortstop.
The loss eliminated St. Louis from NL Central
contention and dimmed the Cardinals’ wild-
card hopes. Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina
was taken out of the game in the seventh
after he took two foul balls off his mask. St.
Louis announced he is in concussion protocol.
Jon Lester (12-8) allowed one run in six
innings. Chicago is 11-2 in its last 13 games.
Weaver gave up eight runs in three innings.
He had won seven consecutive starts, the
longest by a Cardinals rookie since Ted Wilks
in 1944.

BLUE JAYS 6, RED SOX 4
Josh Donaldson homered and drove in

three runs, powering Toronto past AL East-
leading Boston. Boston’s six-game winning
streak was snapped and its magic number to
clinch a second straight division tit le
remained at three.  Eduardo Nunez and
Mookie Betts both left with injuries for the
Red Sox. Nunez aggravated a right knee

injury that sidelined him for 13 games, and
Betts came out with pain in his left wrist.
Ryan Goins hit a solo homer and Teoscar
Hernandez had a two-run double for the
Blue Jays. Brett Anderson (2-2) allowed three
runs in five innings. Red Sox lefty Drew
Pomeranz (16-6) had his shortest start of the
season, giving up five runs and seven hits in
two innings. He had only lost once in his last
18 outings. Roberto Osuna got three outs for
his 38th save.

WHITE SOX 4, ANGELS 2
James Shields tossed seven strong innings

and Nicky Delmonico hit a two-run double as
Chicago damaged Los Angeles’ slim playoff
hopes. With six games remaining, the Angels
trail Minnesota by five games for the second
AL wild card. Mike Trout hit his 30th homer for
the Angels, who have dropped seven of eight.
Shields (5-7) allowed two runs and four hits.
Juan Minaya got three outs for his seventh
save. Ricky Nolasco (6-15) allowed four runs,
two earned, in five-plus innings. 

ASTROS 11, RANGERS 2
Marwin Gonzalez had four hits and three

RBIs as AL West champion Houston put Texas
on the brink of elimination in the wild-card
race. Astros second baseman Jose Altuve, the
American League leader with 199 hits and a
.348 batting average, left in the eighth inning
after he was hit by a 95 mph fastball. The
team said X-rays were negative and Altuve
had a bruised forearm. Gonzalez had two hits
and scored twice in an eight-run fourth,
including a two-run single that chased starter
Andrew Cashner (10-11). Gonzalez later hit his
23rd homer, a solo shot in the sixth. Collin
McHugh (4-2) struck out six while throwing
112 pitches in five innings. The right-hander is
15-0 with a 2.94 ERA in 19 starts in September
or October during his four seasons with the
Astros. Texas (76-80), division champs the past
two years, had an early 2-0 lead before losing
its fourth straight game. The Rangers dropped

six games behind idle Minnesota for the sec-
ond AL wild card with six to play. Only one of
the eight runs in the Astros’ fourth was
earned.

NATIONALS 3, PHILLIES 1
Michael Taylor homered and A.J. Cole

allowed one run while pitching into the sixth
inning as Washington defeated Philadelphia.
The NL East champion Nationals extended
their franchise record with 50 road wins.
Bryce Harper remained out of Washington’s
lineup with flu-like symptoms. The team had
said it was possible he would return Monday
from a knee injury that’s kept him out since
Aug. 12. Odubel Herrera homered for the last-
place Phillies. Cole (3-5) struck out five and
walked two. Sean Doolittle worked a perfect
ninth for his 21st save in 21 chances with the
Nationals since being acquired from Oakland
on July 16. Aaron Nola (12-11) allowed
Taylor’s two-run homer in the second but
otherwise pitched well.

BRAVES 9, METS 2, 1st game
METS 3, BRAVES 2, 2nd game

Seth Lugo pitched two-hit ball over six
innings and Travis d’Arnaud hit a record-set-
ting homer for New York in the nightcap of a
doubleheader split. D’Arnaud hit his solo shot
in the eighth inning. It was the 219th homer
for the Mets, a franchise season mark. The
sparse crowd at Citi Field jeered when the
home run apple didn’t rise after d’Arnaud’s
homer, then cheered when it finally came out
of its bin three batters later. Lugo (7-5) struck
out seven and didn’t walk anybody. Jeurys
Familia got his fifth save and second since
returning from surgery to repair a blood clot
in his right arm. Max Fried (1-1) gave up two
runs over 5 1/3 innings for Atlanta. In the first
game, Lucas Sims (3-5) turned in his second
strong per formance since returning to
Atlanta’s rotation, allowing two runs and five
hits over a career-high 6 2/3 innings. Chris
Flexen (3-5) took the loss. — AP

Players face sending-off, 
umpires to get bat gauge

Judge sets HR record
as Yankees beat Royals

NEW DELHI: Players could be sent off for
the first time in cricket, starting with Test
matches in South Africa and the United
Arab Emirates this week, as new regula-
tions come into force.  Changes governing
umpire referrals and bat sizes will also
come into force Thursday when South
Africa host Bangladesh and Sri Lanka play
Pakistan in Abu Dhabi, said the sport’s gov-
erning body the International Cricket
Council.  The Decision Review System (DRS)
— in which a TV umpire reviews decisions
made by umpires on the field-will  be
allowed in Twenty20 internationals after its
success in Test and one-day matches.

Under the new rules, a player can now
be sent off for the rest of the match for seri-
ous misconduct. This could include threat-
ening to assault an umpire, making inap-
propriate and deliberate physical contact
with an umpire, assaulting a player or any
other person and any other act of violence.

To maintain the balance between bat
and ball, there are new restrictions on the
size of bat edges and its thickness. The per-

mitted length and width of bats remains
unchanged but the edges cannot be more
than 40mm thick and the overall depth is
limited to 67mm.  Umpires will use a new
gauge to check legality.

The ICC said all changes “will be applica-
ble across all (three) formats”.  “Most of the
changes to the ICC playing conditions are
being made as a result of changes to the
laws of cricket that have been announced
by the MCC,” ICC general manager Geoff
Allardyce said in a statement.  “We have just
completed a workshop with the umpires to
ensure they understand all of the changes
and we are now ready to introduce the new
playing conditions to international match-
es.” If a team refers an umpire’s decision to
the TV umpire and the on-field decision
remains unchanged because the DRS
shows “umpire’s call”, the team will not lose
that review. But teams will now have only
two unsuccessful reviews for the entire
innings of a Test. Previously the unsuccess-
ful reviews were replenished after the first
80 overs. — AFP

England drop Stokes 
after assault arrest

LONDON: England all-rounder Ben
Stokes has been arrested on suspicion of
causing actual bodily harm in Bristol and
dropped for today’s fourth one-day
international against West Indies.  The
26-year-old Durham star was arrested
early on Monday in the Clifton district of
the city and released under investiga-
tion-without charge-the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) announced
Tuesday.  Both Stokes and England
opening batsman Alex Hales, 28, who
was with him on Sunday night, will miss
the game at The Oval.

A statement issued by Avon and
Somerset police said: “We were called to
a disorder in Queens Road, Clifton, at
around 2:35am (0135 GMT) on Monday.
“A 27-year-old man was found to have
suffered facial injuries and was taken to
the Bristol Royal Infirmary for treatment.
“A 26-year-old man was arrested on sus-
picion of causing actual bodily harm
and has since been released under
investigation.” The police statement also
asked anyone who was in the Clifton
Triangle area in the early hours of
Monday “who saw any part of this inci-
dent” to contact them.

The incident happened following
England’s 124-run win in the third ODI-
where Stokes made 73 — in southwest
city Bristol on Sunday that put them 2-
0 up in a f ive -match series against
West Indies.

Today’s fixture at The Oval takes place
just hours after England are due to unveil
their squad for the Ashes tour of
Australia at the south London ground.
ECB England cricket director Andrew
Strauss, confirmed that both Durham
star Stokes-a Test regular-and
Nottinghamshire batsman Hales, a fringe
candidate who played the last of his 13
Tests 11 months ago, will be considered
for the Ashes squad on cricketing
grounds alone by the selectors.  Strauss,
reading from an ECB statement to
reporters at The Oval on Tuesday, said:

“Ben Stokes and Alex Hales will not be
available for today’s  (Wednesday’s) one-
day International match against West
Indies at The Oval.

HELD OVERNIGHT 
“Stokes was arrested in the early hours

of Monday morning, 25 September, fol-
lowing an incident in Bristol,” the former
England captain added as he continued
to read out from the statement.

“He was held overnight and released
under investigation-without charge —
late on Monday and will not join the
team in London.  “Hales, who was with
Stokes on Sunday night, did not train
yesterday morning and has returned vol-
untarily to Bristol today to help police
with their enquiries. 

“You will understand that we cannot
offer further detail at this stage but will
provide any updates when we can.”
Strauss, in a subsequent interview with
Sky Sports News, confirmed Stokes and
Hales remained available for Ashes selec-
tion, saying: “The selectors have been
instructed to select the Ashes squad
based on form and fitness.” Stokes was
arrested for obstructing police on a night
out in 2011 and ultimately cautioned.

The following year saw him sent home
from an England Lions or A-team tour in
Australia, alongside team-mate Matt
Coles, for repeatedly flouting curfews
and bans on late-night drinking,.

Stokes was also sidelined from the
2014 World Twenty20 after breaking his
hand as a result of punching a dressing-
room locker in Barbados in frustration at
a run of poor form. In an interview with
The Times magazine published on
Saturday, Stokes was asked if his previ-
ous experience meant he no longer
drank alcohol on evenings out during a
five-day Test match, “Yeah, why not?,” he
replied. “We’re grown men, go out for
dinner, have a few pints. “I’m 26, not 14. I
don’t have to drink Diet Cokes with din-
ner.” —AFP

LONDON: In this Thursday, Sept 7, 2017 file photo, England’s Ben Stokes holds up
the ball after taking his sixth wicket on the first day of the third Test match
between England and the West Indies at Lord’s cricket ground in London. The
England and Wales Cricket Board says all-rounder Ben Stokes was arrested after
incident in Bristol. — AP

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 91 65 .583 -
NY Yankees 87 69 .558 4
Bay 76 80 .487 15
Baltimore 75 82 .478 16.5
Toronto 74 83 .471 17.5

Central Division
Cleveland 98 58 .628 -
Minnesota 82 74 .526 16
Kansas City 76 80 .487 22
Chicago White Sox 64 92 .410 34
Detroit 62 94 .397 36

Western Division
Houston 96 60 .615 -
LA Angels 77 79 .494 19
Texas 76 80 .487 20
Seattle 76 81 .484 20.5
Oakland 72 84 .462 24

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 95 61 .609 -
Miami 74 82 .474 21
Atlanta 71 85 .455 24
NY Mets 67 90 .427 28.5
Philadelphia 62 95 .395 33.5

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 88 68 .564 -
Milwaukee 82 74 .526 6
St. Louis 81 75 .519 7
Pittsburgh 71 85 .455 17
Cincinnati 66 90 .423 22

Western Division
LA Dodgers 100 57 .637 -
Arizona 90 67 .573 10
Colorado 84 73 .535 16
San Diego 70 87 .446 30
San Francisco 62 95 .395 38

LA Dodgers 9, San Diego 3; Seattle 7, Oakland 1; San Francisco 9, Arizona 2; Miami 5, Colorado 4; Chicago Cubs 10,
St. Louis 2; Chicago White Sox 4, LA Angels 2; Houston 11, Texas 2; NY Mets 3, Atlanta 2; Toronto 6, Boston 4;
Washington 3, Philadelphia 1; Atlanta 9, NY Mets 2; NY Yankees 11, Kansas City 3.


