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SEVILLE: French forward Wissam Ben
Yedder hit a hat-trick as Sevilla soared
to the top of Champions League Group
E by cruising to a 3-0 win over
Slovenian champions Maribor yester-
day.  Ben Yedder produced clinical fin-
ishes from close range twice in 11 first-
half minutes to put the hosts well on

course for victory before completing his
hat-trick with a penalty seven minutes
from time.  Liverpool’s 1-1 draw at
Spartak Moscow sees the Spaniards
lead the group with four points to
Liverpool and Spartak ’s two.  Ben
Yedder’s inclusion was one of seven
changes made by Sevilla boss Eduardo

Berizzo from Saturday’s 2-0 defeat at
Atletico Madrid.  And Sevilla carried
much more of a potent threat in the
final third with he and Joaquin Correa
recalled up front.

The two combined for the opening
goal when Correa’s cut-back was slotted
home at the near post by Ben Yedder. A

flowing team move saw Sevilla double
their advantage seven minutes before
the break as Ben Yedder latched onto
Franco Vazquez’s through ball inside
the area before firing with unerring
accuracy in off the far post.  Sevilla were
happy to take the sting out of the game
after the break with an important three

points assured. However, Ben Yedder
got the chance to take his Champions
League tally to six in four games this
season when Sebastien Corchia was
felled inside the area. And the striker
didn’t disappoint by slotting low into
Jasmin Handanovic’s bottom left-hand
corner. — AFP

Ben Yedder hat-trick eases Sevilla past Maribor

MOSCOW: Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah, top, jumps over Spartak’s Salvatore Bocchetti during the Champions League soccer match between
Spartak Moscow and Liverpool in Moscow, Russia, yesterday. — AP

Coutinho scores as Liverpool 
held to 1-1 draw in Moscow

MOSCOW: A sparkling Philippe Coutinho goal
was not enough to earn Liverpool victory as
they were held to a 1-1 draw by Spar tak
Moscow in the Champions League yesterday.
Coutinho cancelled out Fernando’s free-kick in
the 31st minute, but Liverpool’s quest for a
winner came to nothing, leaving them still
without a win after two games in Group E.

Liverpool have now gone seven matches
without victory in the Champions League-their
longest such run in the competition-and trail
group leaders Sevilla by two points. The five-
time champions paid the price for some waste-
ful finishing, substitute Daniel Sturridge and
Mohamed Salah both spurning good chances
to secure victory in the closing stages.

On the plus side, Jurgen Klopp’s men looked
more solid defensively than in recent weeks,
but Fernando’s goal raised questions about
Klopp’s decision to bring goalkeeper Loris
Karius into the team in place of  Simon
Mignolet.  While Russian champions Spartak
have gone nine games without victory in the
Champions League, this was a result to warm
the hearts of their vocal fans on a chilly night
at Otkrytiye Arena.

From a Liverpool perspective, the match
was notable for the fact Coutinho started
alongside Salah, Sadio Mane and Roberto
Firmino for the first time.  With their ‘Fab Four’
on the pitch, the visitors settled quickly and
twice went close to taking the lead. Trent
Alexander-Arnold volleyed wide from Salah’s

lay-off and Firmino drew an agile save from
Artem Rebrov with a forceful header.  But
Coutinho’s first telling intervention was to give
away the free-kick that led to Spartak’s 23rd-
minute opener.

REBROV INJURED 
The Brazilian came through the back of

Aleksandr Samedov and his  compatriot
Fernando swept the set-piece past a flat-foot-
ed Karius from 25 yards.  Liverpool have kept
only two clean sheets in their 11 games to date
this season.

Thankfully for Liverpool, Coutinho had the
good grace to atone, a sudden burst of energy
seeing him swap passes with Mane on the left
before placing a shot into the roof of Rebrov’s
net. Coutinho has scored in successive games
since being brought back into the team follow-
ing his unsuccessful attempt to engineer a
move to Barcelona.  Liverpool twice squan-
dered chances to go ahead before the break,
Firmino miscuing from Jordan Henderson’s
cross and then a 4 v 2 situation breaking down
when Mane strayed offside.

Coutinho worked Rebrov with a free-kick
early in the second half, but even after the
Spartak goalkeeper was forced off by injury,
with Aleksandr Selikhov replacing him, the vis-
itors could not find a path to goal.  Andrei
Eschenko served a reminder of Spartak’s threat
with a drilled effort that Karius boxed away.

Klopp added Sturr idge and Georginio

Wijnaldum to the mix and saw teenage full-
back Alexander-Arnold thrash wide with his
left foot after cutting in from the right. His side
procured two golden opportunities to snatch
victory at the death, but Sturridge slashed a
volley over from Henderson’s cross and Salah
could not beat Selikhov with a header from
Alexander-Arnold’s cross. —AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Qarabag Agdam v Roma 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Basel 1893 v Benfica 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 7
CSKA Moscow v Manchester United 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Paris Saint v Bayern Munich 21:45 
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Anderlecht v Celtic 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Atletico de Madrid v Chelsea 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Sporting v Barcelona 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Juventus v Olympiacos 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

MONACO: AS Monaco’s Champions League
campaign suffered a huge blow as last sea-
son’s semi-finalists fell victim to a Vincent
Aboubakar double in a 3-0 home defeat by
Porto yesterday.

Cameroon striker Aboubakar scored in
each half and Miguel Layun rounded off
the win in the closing stages to put Porto
second in Group G with three points from
two games, three behind leaders Besiktas
who won 2-0 at home to Leipzig.

Monaco, who lost 3-0 to Porto in the
2004 Champions League final, are third
with Leipzig bottom also on one point. It
was the principality side’s biggest
Champions League home defeat. The hosts
lost many of their top players in the close
season, including exciting teenage striker
Kylian Mbappe, but they managed to cre-
ate some early chances.

However, Porto stayed calm as Monaco
piled on the pressure and were more clini-
cal in a lively encounter at Stade Louis II.
Monaco had a clear chance after four min-

utes when Radamel Falcao was perfectly
set up in the box by Rachid Ghezzal, only
for the Colombian to shoot straight at the
goalkeeper.

The home side dominated, with Ghezzal
proving a constant threat on the right
flank, but they lack accuracy in the area.
Despite a few early bursts, Porto were on
the back foot, but they went ahead in the
31st minute.

Danilo Pereira’s shot was parried by
keeper Diego Benaglio into the path of
Aboubakar, whose first shot bounced off
the post before his second attempt hit the
roof of the net. Porto were even more com-
posed after the break while Monaco looked
short of ideas and the visitors were reward-
ed in the 69th when Aboubakar tapped in
Moussa Marega’s cross from the right.

Porto rubbed salt in the home side’s
wounds in the 89th minute,  second-
half substitute Layun eventually firing
t h e  b a l l  h o m e  a f t e r  a  g o a l m o u t h
scramble. — Reuters

Stunned Monaco suffer  
home defeat by Porto

ISTANBUL: Besiktas’ forward Cenk Tosun (C) fights for the ball with Leipzig’s Willi
Orban (R) and Stefan Ilsanker (L) during the UEFA Champions League group G foot-
ball match between Besiktas and RB Leipzig at Vodafone Park stadium in Istanbul
yesterday. — AFP

NAPLES: Napoli bounced back from a poor start
to its Champions League campaign with a con-
vincing 3-1 win over Feyenoord yesterday. Dries
Mertens extended his red-hot form by scoring
one goal and setting up another, while Lorenzo
Insigne and Jose Callejon also found the net,
and goalkeeper Pepe Reina saved a penalty.

Sofyan Amrabat pulled one back for
Feyenoord in added time. Having lost its Group F
opener at Shakhtar Donetsk, Napoli played with
an urgency that produced effective results.

Insigne scored with an impressive solo effort
seven minutes in at the San Paolo stadium,
Mertens found the net with a precise angled
shot four minutes after the break and Mertens
set up Callejon’s goal in the 70th.

Manchester City leads the group with a maxi-
mum six points after beating Shakhtar 2-0.
Shakhtar and Napoli are next with three points
each and Feyenoord is last with zero. The hosts
dominated from the start.

After gathering the ball near midfield, Insigne
dribbled forward and hit the target with a low
strike from the edge of the area. Inisgne cele-
brated by holding aloft the No. 99 jersey of
recently injured teammate Arkadiusz Milik.
Marek Hamsik and Insigne came close to dou-
bling Napoli’s lead before the break.

A through ball from Faouzi Ghoulam set up
Mertens’ goal, the eighth in 10 appearances in all
competitions this season for the Belgium inter-
national. Ghoulam then conceded the penalty
for a foul on Steven Berghuis, only for Reina
guess right, lunging to his left to stop Jens
Toornstra’s spot kick.

For Napoli’s third, Mertens turned provider
and set up Callejon inside the area. Feyenoord

remained winless against Italian opposition
since a 1-0 victory over Inter Milan in the semifi-
nal first leg of a triumphant UEFA Cup campaign
in 2002. Dutch fans were banned from the
match as a safety measure due to rioting by
Feyenoord supporters during the club’s last visit
to Italy for a Europa League match in Rome in

2015. Still, many Feyenoord fans descended on
Naples. Three were arrested Monday for throw-
ing rocks at police and seven were denied
entrance at the stadium gates, according to the
ANSA news agency. More than a hundred
Feyenoord supporters roamed downtown
watched closely by police. —AP

Napoli take first points in group F as
Feyenoord squander penalty chance

NAPLES: Napoli’s Jorginho, right, and Feyenoord’s goalkeeper Brad Jones vie for the ball dur-
ing the UEFA Champions League, Group F soccer match between Napoli and Feyenoord at the
San Paolo stadium in Naples, Italy, yesterday. — AP

MONACO: Porto’s Brazilian defender Felipe (2nd-R) heads the ball during the UEFA
Champions League Group G football match AS Monaco FC vs FC Porto yesterday at
the Louis II stadium in Monaco. — AP

Besiktas stays perfect 
with win over Leipzig

ISTANBUL: Besiktas stayed perfect with a
2-0 win over Leipzig in the Champions
League with first-half goals from Ryan
Babel and Talisca yesterday.

The Turkish side has six points from two
games in Group G, three more than Porto,

with last year’s semifinalist Monaco and
Leipzig on one point. Porto won 3-0 at
Monaco in the group’s other match.
Besiktas had never beaten German oppo-
nents in seven previous attempts in
European matches. — AP

MOSCOW: Manchester United manager
Jose Mourinho has encouraged his players
to remain “humble” as they look to take con-
trol of Champions League Group A by beat-
ing CSKA Moscow today.  United are level
on points with leaders Manchester City in
the Premier League after winning five and
drawing one of their first six games and
some of their football has been dazzling.

They beat Basel 3-0 in their Champions
League opener, but Mourinho criticised his
players for playing “PlayStation football” in
the game’s latter stages and he warned the
wheels could quickly come off if they lose
focus.  “We cannot guarantee this line of suc-
cess, but the way to try to keep it is to do
what we are doing,” said Mourinho, whose
side won 1-0 at Southampton in their most
recent game on Saturday.

“We try to play well and in some
moments of the match, if the opponent has
moments of superiority, we have to be hum-
ble-like we were against Southampton-and
cope with the difficult moments of the
game.  “In the second half we had to be

humble. We had to accept that the oppo-
nent was in a high and we had to fight hard.

“So it’s a mixture of our quality-being
dominant like we always want to be-but
accepting the reality of high-level football.
When the opponent has a strong moment,
you have to cope with it.” In-form attacking
midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan said
Mourinho’s words after the Basel game had
made United’s players doubly determined
not to let their levels drop even once games
are in the bag.

“Of course everyone knows that Jose
Mourinho is very demanding and what he
said, he’s right,” the Armenian told
United’s pre-match press conference at
CSKA’s VEB Arena yesterday. “He didn’t say
exactly names, but everyone thinks that
they’ve done something bad or done
some mistakes. 

“But we’re trying to improve that aspect
and play more focused during the whole
game and not start doing some fantasy foot-
ball, as he said, or playing some PlayStation
in the last 20 to 25 minutes.” — AFP

Mourinho wants Man 
Utd to stay grounded


