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Black Entertainment Television, the premier US
network geared toward African Americans, is
launching yesterday a version in South Korea in

its first expansion into Asia. The South Korean BET
channel, available both on traditional television and
through streaming, will feature the network’s signa-
ture shows as well as local productions, it said. South
Korea puts a concerted effort on promoting pop cul-
ture and, while the country is highly homogeneous, it
has witnessed a boom in hip-hop-thanks in part to
Koreans’ strong ties to rap capital Los Angeles.

Changmo, a South Korean rapper who has entered
the country’s top 10 singles chart through collabora-
tions, this year became the first Asian nominated at
the BET Awards, competing in the fan-decided
International Viewers’ Choice category. The network

will come to South Korea in a partnership with SK
Broadband, a unit of conglomerate SK Telecom. “We
believe the BET channel will find a fan base among
Korean youth, who are globally recognized as fashion
and cultural trendsetters —- similar to the BET audi-
ence,” Lee Hyung-Hee, CEO of operator SK Broadband,
said in a statement.

BET, a unit of international media giant Viacom,
already has a presence in Britain, France and sub-
Saharan Africa as well as Canada and the Caribbean.
Among the network’s most popular offerings are the
BET Hip Hop Awards, which will  take place on
October 6 in Miami and be broadcast on October 14
in South Korea. — AFP

Black Entertainment Television
heads to Korea in Asia first

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
BET, the parent company for Black
Entertainment Television, Debra L Lee
receives an award during the annual
Clive Davis pre-Grammy gala in Beverly
Hills, California. — AFP

This image released by Twentieth Century Fox shows Channing Tatum, left, and Halle
Berry in “Kingsman: The Golden Circle.” — AP

Plant releases new
track, announces

2018 tour
Robert Plant is going on tour in North

America next year to support his
upcoming album, “Carry Fire.” The for-

mer Led Zeppelin frontman announced yes-
terday that his 2018 tour will begin Feb 9 in
Raleigh, North Carolina. He’ll also visit New
York, Boston, Toronto, Chicago and Los
Angeles, among other cities. More dates will
be announced later.  Plant will be joined on
the tour by his backing band, the Sensational
Shape Shifters. Plant has also released a cover
of Ersel Hickey ’s “Bluebirds Over the
Mountain” as the first track from “Carry Fire.”
The album is set to hit music stores and begin
streaming on Oct 13. — AP

In this file photo, Robert Plant and The
Sensational Space Shifters perform at the
Bonnaroo Music and Arts Festival in
Manchester, Tenn. — AP

British-born filmmaker Sarmad Masud was inspired to
make a feminist Western in Pakistan when he heard
how two gun-toting teenage girls fought off 200

men trying to take their home. “My Pure Land”, which is
Britain’s foreign language entry for the Academy Awards,
highlights how patriarchy and corruption make it hard for
women in Pakistan to claim land. “What appealed to me
was the courage of this young girl who stood up to 200
armed men for her home and the family’s honor,” Masud
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation, referring to the
chief protagonist, Nazo Dharejo.

“Land disputes are not as glamorous as other themes,
but this was an important story that needed telling.” The
low-budget Urdu-language film tells the story of two sis-

ters and their mother who defend their home from their
uncle and his hired goons after the death of their father
and brother. Land ownership defines social status and
political power in Pakistan, and disputes often target single
women who have inherited property. The girls are taught
to shoot at a young age by their father, who tells them
their land is their honor and must be protected, and gives
them boys’ names to empower them.

“Pakistan gets a bad rap when it comes to feminism -
but we’ve had some incredibly strong women from there,
including Benazir Bhutto, Malala and this young woman,”
Masud said, adding that Dharejo has joined a political par-
ty to tackle corruption.  More than a million property dis-
putes are pending in Pakistani courts, Masud’s research

showed. Disagreements are often settled by force, and vil-
lage elders and the police are complicit in a corrupt system
that does not always respect legal claims, least of all by
women.

While women do have inheritance rights, men generally
control ownership, passing land from father to son. “It is a
classic good versus evil battle in a lawless land where
everything goes,” Masud said. “It is also very specific to
Pakistan, where land disputes are so prevalent because
honor is everything, and it is closely tied to land, with
which people have an almost spiritual bond.” — Reuters

“Kingsman: The Golden Circle” came
in a little shy of expectations but
still managed to move New Line’s

horror hit “It” off the top spot at the North
American box office. Fox’s spy comedy sequel
to 2015’s “Kingsman” debuted with $39 million,
according to final figures Monday. The film
cost $104 million to make, but improved little
on the original’s $36 million opening two years
ago. After two weeks atop the box office, New
Line’s “It” slid to second with $29.8 million in its
third weekend of release.

Ticket sales were disappointing for Warner
Bros.’ “The Lego Ninjago Movie,” which opened
with $20.4 million. The release was the second
“Lego Movie” spinoff of the year, following
“The Lego Batman Movie,” possibly hurting the
performance of “Ninjago.” The top 20 movies at
US and Canadian theaters Friday through
Sunday, followed by distribution studio, gross,
number of theater locations, average receipts
per location, total gross and number of weeks
in release, as compiled Monday by comScore.
1. “Kingsman: The Golden Circle,” 20th

Century Fox, $39,023,010, 4,003 locations,
$9,748 average, $39,023,010, 1 Week.

2. “It,” Warner Bros, $29,757,494, 4,007 loca-
tions, $7,426 average, $266,096,375, 3
Weeks.

3. “The Lego Ninjago Movie,” Warner Bros,
$20,433,071, 4,047 locations, $5,049 aver-
age, $20,433,071, 1 Week.

4. “American Assassin,” Lionsgate, $6,255,617,
3,154 locations, $1,983 average,
$26,185,076, 2 Weeks.

5. “mother!” Paramount, $3,290,780, 2,368
locations, $1,390 average, $13,459,798, 2
Weeks.

6. “Home Again,” Open Road, $3,232,156,
2,685 locations, $1,204 average,
$22,267,987, 3 Weeks.

7. “Friend Request,” Entertainment Studios
Motion Pictures, $2,002,863, 2,573 loca-

tions, $778 average, $2,002,863, 1 Week.
8. “Stronger,” Lionsgate/Roadside Attractions,

$1,611,899, 574 locations, $2,808 average,
$1,611,899, 1 Week.

9. “The Hitman’s Bodyguard,” Lionsgate,
$1,608,722, 2,037 locations, $790 average,
$73,356,701, 6 Weeks.

10. “Wind River,” The Weinstein Company,
$1,257,881, 1,431 locations, $879 average,
$31,645,630, 8 Weeks.

11. “Spider-Man: Homecoming,” Sony,
$1,063,712, 1,006 locations, $1,057 aver-
age, $331,857,374, 12 Weeks.

12. “Leap!” The Weinstein Company, $959,668,
1,301 locations, $738 average,
$20,262,222, 5 Weeks.

13. “Brad’s Status,” Annapurna Pictures ,
$953,193, 453 locations, $2,104 average,
$1,066,530, 2 Weeks.

14. “Annabelle: Creation,” Warner Bros,
$727,734, 682 locations, $1,067 average,
$101,104,430, 7 Weeks.

15. “Dunkirk,” Warner Bros, $582,713, 678 loca-
tions, $859 average, $186,292,020, 10
Weeks.

16. “Battle Of The Sexes,” Fox Searchlight,
$515,450, 21 locations, $24,545 average,
$515,450, 1 Week.

17. “Despicable Me 3,” Universal, $505,200, 539
locations, $937 average, $261,809,115, 13
Weeks.

18. “The Emoji Movie,” Sony, $417,727, 573
locations, $729 average, $84,568,848, 9
Weeks.

19. “Nikka Zaildar 2,” Grand Showbiz Media &
Entertainment, $385,484, 42 locations,
$9,178 average, $385,484, 1 Week.

20. “Wonder Woman,” Warner Bros, $338,279,
355 locations, $953 average, $411,990,490,
17 Weeks. — AP

Box office top 20:
‘Kingsman’ crowned No 1

Shania Twain
bounces back

with ‘Now’

Life has been tough for Shania Twain in the
past decade, but the Canadian country-pop
artist who ruled the charts in the late 1990s

is hitting a high note again in her career. Twain,
52, will release her first studio album in 15 years
this week after a long struggle with Lyme disease
and a devastating divorce. “The album is really
about a place that I’ve come to, and I’ve been for
longer than I’d like in a transition period,” Twain
said in an interview.

“I’m just so relieved that I’m finally here now on
the other side of that ... so I thought it was really fit-
ting to call the album ‘Now’ as this is where I’ve
landed.” With hit songs like “Man! I Feel Like a
Woman!” and the romantic “You’re Still the One,”
Twain won four Grammys for her 1997 best-selling
album “Come on Over.”

But in 2004, her vocal chords were damaged by
Lyme disease, which also afflicts people with lethar-
gy and joint pains. Four years later she split with her
husband and musical partner Robert Lange, alleg-
ing he had cheated on her with her best friend.
Twain said she has worked hard to overcome the
vocal damage. “There’s a lot I can do about regain-
ing my vocal competency, my vocal ability and I’ve
gone through all of that, so I’m really grateful about
that,” she said. “But I’ll never be able to remove the
problem. It’s a permanent injury.”

Twain, who remarried in 2011, said she now aims
to balance her career and personal life. “I’ve been
through a marriage already and I don’t ever want to
be divorced again so I’m invested in my relationship
in a different way now. “I have to spread myself out
and organize my mental energy and my physical
time differently and I can’t just be only working on
my career all of the time,” she said. Although Twain
spent two years doing a nightly show in Las Vegas
from 2012-2014 and toured North America in 2015,
“Now” is her first album of new music since “Up!” in
2002. It goes on sale on Friday. Twain is also filming
a race car movie with John Travolta that is due for
release in 2018. “This has all just come out of just a
phase that was a transition for me. So hey! I’m feel-
ing good,” she said. — Reuters

Gunslinging Pakistani girls in lawless land shoot for Academy Award 

Idina Menzel marries
one-time ‘Rent’ 

co-star Aaron Lohr

“Frozen” star Idina Menzel has married actor Aaron
Lohr. Menzel posted wedding pictures to her
Facebook page on Monday, writing: “Wanted to let

you know... married the love of my life Aaron Lohr this week-
end at our home. Dad & son walked me down the aisle. It was
magical.” The 46-year-old Menzel and Lohr, who’s 41, appeared
in the 2005 film adaptation of the musical “Rent.” 

They also share a Disney background. Menzel provides the
voice for Queen Elsa and her “Let It Go” anthem in “Frozen.”
Lohr appeared in Disney’s Mighty Ducks movies and the com-
pany’s 1992 adaptation of Broadway’s “Newsies.” This is the
second marriage for Menzel, who shares a son with ex-hus-
band Taye Diggs. — AP

This file photo shows Shania Twain performing at
the opening night ceremony of the 2017 US Open
Tennis Championships in New York. — AP

In this file photo, singer Idina Menzel looks over her shoul-
der at photographers at the 2016 AFI Life Achievement
Award Gala Tribute to John Williams at the Dolby Theatre
in Los Angeles. — AP

Oscar-nominated director Lee
Daniels says he’s consumed by fear
each time he films a new scene.

Even after Daniels found meteoric success
through films such as “Monster’s Ball,”
“Precious” and “The Butler,” along with his
popular TV series “Empire,” he still worries
that his work won’t live up to people’s lofty
expectations. “Right before I yell ‘action’ in
whatever I’m doing, I am as scared as a 9-
year-old child,” the producer-director-
writer says. “All of my past has given me
the courage and confidence on whatever
I’m going to do next, because I have to
challenge myself. But I’m still scared.”

Daniels expects to experience the same
anxiety before his shows “Empire” and
“Star” premiere back-to-back today night
starting at 9 pm EDT on Fox. The two
music dramas will combine their story
lines in their two-hour separate episode
season premiere with some characters
from each show appearing in the other.

Daniels said he originally felt nervous
after Fox executives approached him with
the idea of doing the crossover of the
shows, which both delve into the drama-
filled environment of the music industry.
“With that 9 o’clock time slot, I feel like all
eyes are on me. In Hollywood, they build
you up to tear you down. So, it’s a little ter-
rifying,” he says. “But I think without risk,
without throwing the dice up against the
wall. ... You have to go (for it). Otherwise,
what’s the point of life?”

“Empire” kicks off its fourth season after
Terrence Howard’s character Lucious Lyon
has awakened from a coma with amnesia.
The series stars Golden Globe winner Taraji
P. Henson as Lyon’s ex-wife Cookie who
along with their three sons is fighting for a
share of the family entertainment compa-
ny. On “Star,” in its second season, three
young women are looking for a fresh start
in Atlanta in hopes of becoming music
stars as an all-girl group. The series stars
Jude Demoerest (Star), Brittany O’Grady

(Star’s sister Simone) and Ryan Destiny
(Alexandra).

Queen Latifah, who plays Carlotta
Brown, the girls’ surrogate mother, is call-
ing the premiere of both shows “Lee
Daniels Night.” She’s known Daniels for
nearly 10 years, and believes he’s capable
of successfully meshing both shows
together. “He’s particularly qualified to do
this,” she said. “He has a skill, a talent. He’s
able to bring people to life and bring sto-
ries to life and characters to life that you
might not see. He can do that like nobody
else, and he should. He’s not afraid to tack-
le any subject. He has a signature. He has a
lane.”

Social media
Daniels has explored homophobia in

the African-American community through
“Empire” and tells the story of a transgen-
der woman on “Star.” He feels the best way
to enlighten viewers on these topics is
through music, but there has been some
backlash for the gay story lines on
“Empire.” Some of the criticism has come
from social media and even Daniels’ broth-
er who told him, “We are black men and
we should be perceived in a certain way,
because the world is already against us.”
Daniels, who is gay, said he found the
comments hurtful but felt he needed to
push forward.

“I’m here to elevate the gay, LGBT and
black cause. It’s ultimately about human
rights. From the very beginning of my
career, everything has been about elevat-
ing the human cause. And not just in front
of the scenes, but behind the scenes,” he
says. Whether people like it or not, Daniels
is creating more content. He’s developing
a couple of drama series projects with Fox,
he’s teaming up with Oprah Winfrey to
remake the 1983 film “ Terms of
Endearment” and he wants to tell the story
about Bayard Rustin, a civil rights leader
who fought for gay rights. Ultimately,
Daniels wants to build a school for young
filmmakers who cannot afford it.

“This is about telling stories and giving
a voice to people who don’t have one -
and a face for people who are not seen,” he
said. “Earlier on, I thought it was all about
me. It’s not. As you grow older, and you
realize that your time on this Earth is ... a
gift from God to pass along what you’ve
learned - to inspire others what you have
done. Make them fearless so they can
break down barriers that are in front of
them.”— AP

Lee Daniels pushes through
fear with shows ‘Empire,’ ‘Star’

In this file photo, Lee Daniels, creator
of the FOX series “Empire,” poses for a
portrait. — AP

Puerto Rican rapper Residente’s first solo album post-
Calle 13 has received a leading nine nominations for this
year’s Latin Grammys, including for record, song and

album of the year. Colombian sensation Maluma follows him
with seven, Shakira’s comeback gathered six, and Juanes, Mon
Laferte and producer Kevin Jimenez ADG received five nomi-
nations each, the Latin Recording Academy announced
Tuesday. The announcement was delayed by nearly a week
after last year’s devastating earthquake in Mexico and hurri-
canes Irma and Maria, which have devastated the Caribbean.

This year’s ceremony could provide Juanes with the oppor-
tunity to break his record tie with Calle 13: Both acts have won
21 awards each. Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee’s megahit
“Despacito” got four nominations: record and song of the year,
as well as best urban fusion/performance for its remix with
Justin Bieber and best short form music video for its clip. The
video, the most watched on YouTube with over 3.8 billion
views since its January release, was produced and directed by
Carlos R. Perez and highlights the color and beauty of now

devastated Puerto Rico, which was hit by a Category 4 hurri-
cane, Maria, less than a week ago.

Ten acts are vying for album, song and record of the year,
unlike the traditional Grammy Awards where five nominees
compete. Album of the year nominees also include Ruben
Blades with Roberto Delgado & Orquesta, Antonio Carmona,
Vicente Garcia, Nicky Jam, Juanes, Mon Laferte, Natalia
Lafourcade, Shakira and Danay Suarez. The record of the
year list is comprised by a diverse group of artists, genres
and collaborations that include Residente’s “Guerra,”
“Amarrame” by Mon Laferte, featuring Juanes; Shakira and
Maluma’s “Chantaje”, “El Ratico” by Juanes with Kali Uchis,
Jorge Drexler’s “El Surco,” Maluma’s “Felices Los 4,” Blades’ “La
Flor De La Canela,” Alejandro Fernandez’s “Quiero Que
Vuelvas” and Ricky Martin’s “Vente Pa’ Ca,” also featuring
Maluma. The Latin Grammys will air live on Univision on Nov
16 from Las Vegas. — AP

Residente leads Latin Grammys nominations with 9 nods

In this file photo, singers Luis Fonsi, left, and Daddy
Yankee perform during the Latin Billboard Awards in Coral
Gables, Fla.—AP


