
KUNDUZ, Afghanistan: The Taleban has vowed to “take serious
revenge” after an Afghan airstrike in an area controlled by the
militant group killed or wounded dozens of people, many of
them children. The government and military have said the
Afghan Air Force (AAF) hit a Taleban base in the northeastern
province of Kunduz on Monday where senior commanders
were meeting to plan attacks. But Afghan security sources and
witnesses have said that AAF helicopters struck a madrassa in
Dashte Archi district where a graduation ceremony for religious
students was under way.

At least 59 people were killed, including Taleban commanders,
according to security sources. Health officials said at least 57

wounded were taken to hospital in the provincial capital Kunduz.
The Taleban issued a statement late Wednesday saying it “con-
demns in the strongest terms this major crime and vows to take
serious revenge against the perpetrators”. An AFP photographer
was among the first journalists to visit the scene of the airstrike
on Wednesday after receiving permission from the Taleban. It is
deep inside Taleban-controlled territory and normally inaccessi-
ble to the media. 

The madrassa and mosque appeared to be undamaged. But in
a field adjacent to the religious compound, where the graduation
ceremony was purportedly held, AFP saw a hole in the ground
that locals said was made by a rocket, though that could not be
verified.  AFP also saw large piles of hats, turbans and shoes that

were said to belong to the victims of the airstrike. At least half a
dozen freshly dug graves could be seen nearby. 

Abdullah, 40, who lives near the compound housing the
madrassa and mosque and was invited to attend as a member of
the local community, said that he saw the airstrike happen. “We
were about to finish the ceremony at 1:00 pm when (Afghan mili-
tary) aircraft bombarded innocent children,” he said Wednesday.
“People were panicked. Children and elders were also wounded in
the bombardment.” Government officials in both Kabul and Kun-

duz have given conflicting figures for the number of casualties, with
some denying any civilians had been killed or that a madrassa had
been hit. Afghan officials have been known to minimize civilian ca-
sualties. The Afghan military initially denied civilians were among
the dead and wounded, but later blamed the Taleban for shooting
them. It said 18 Taleban commanders were killed and 12 were
wounded in the airstrike. But Naim Mangal, a doctor at the hospital
where most of the wounded were taken, said that “all the victims”
had been “hit by pieces of bomb, shrapnel”. — AFP 
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At least 59 people were killed in the airstrike

KUNDUZ, Afghanistan: This photograph shows Afghan residents walking near a religious school following an
airstrike in the Taleban-controlled Dasht-e Archi district in Kunduz province. —AFP 

Central bank 
officials called on
by police to aid in
PNB fraud probe
NEW DELHI: Four senior Indian central bank of-
ficials have been called on by investigators to help
explain banking processes as police probe deeper
into the $2 billion fraud at India’s Punjab National
Bank, sources familiar with the matter said yester-
day. A federal police source said earlier yesterday
the agency was questioning four top Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) officials — three chief general man-
agers and a general manager-in relation with the
fraud at state-run PNB, but the source did not
elaborate on the line of questioning.

Two other sources, privy to the RBI officials’
meetings with investigators, said the central bank
officials were being called upon to explain how
banking processes work and that there was no

suspicion of any wrongdoing on their part. The RBI
could not be immediately reached for comment. In
what has been dubbed the biggest fraud in India’s
banking history, two jeweler groups have been ac-
cused of defrauding banks by raising loans from
overseas branches of Indian lenders using nearly
$2 billion of fraudulent guarantees issued by rogue
Punjab National Bank staff at a Mumbai branch.

PNB has said it is working with investigative
agencies and regulators in the probe, in which au-
thorities have so far arrested 20 people including
executives from the state-run bank. The RBI has
faced criticism that it failed to detect the long-run-
ning fraud, or correct a breakdown of normal prac-
tices at the nation’s second-largest state-run bank.
The regulator, however, has argued that it had
“very limited authority” over state-run banks and
called for reforms to give the RBI more powers to
police such lenders.

In a strongly worded speech last month, RBI
Governor Urjit Patel said there were numerous
limitations in the RBI’s powers over state-run
lenders, such as its inability to remove directors,
or replace management. While the RBI regulates
all banks in India, state-run banks are also reg-
ulated by the government, which owns majority-
stakes in them. — Reuters

India’s finance minister unwell
with kidney ailment, cancels tour 
NEW DELHI: Indian Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is unwell and has cancelled a visit to
London next week for annual economic talks, government officials said yesterday. Jaitley,
a prominent member of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s inner circle, went to Delhi’s All
India Institute of Medical Sciences for tests related to a kidney ailment, officials at the
Finance Ministry and at the medical facility said.

A medical report is due today, one of the Finance Ministry officials said. They declined
to be named because of the sensitivity of the matter and the Finance Ministry did not
make any formal comment on the minister’s health.

Jaitley, 65, was due to meet Britain’s finance minister Philip Hammond at the India-
UK economic dialogue and deliver a talk on “Looking Ahead to 2022: India’s Global Vi-
sion” at Chatham House, a policy think tank.  The organizers of the talk said the program
had been cancelled, without giving a reason. “He will not visit London next week as he is
not keeping well,” one of the Indian officials said. Jaitley skipped a meeting of finance
ministers from the Group of 20 countries in Argentina last month. He told Reuters at the
time he was not in a position to take a long flight.  In 2014 he had a gastric bypass oper-
ation to keep his diabetes in check. — Reuters


