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Pakaran (Coral) caves, both of which include a long-tail boat or
raft trip to the cave entrance, and fabulous rock formations in-
side. A more intrepid experience is a guided trek through Nam
Thalu cave. Not for the faint-hearted, the trek involves wading
in subterranean streams through an increasingly narrow passage
and should not be carried out in the rainy season when flash
flooding is a real risk.

Make it happen
Khao Sok National Park is located inland from the Andaman

Coast of southern Thailand, around two hours’ drive from Khao
Lak, or an hour from Surat Thani. From Surat you can catch a
bus going towards Takua Pa; from the Andaman Coast, take a
Surat Thani-bound bus. Buses stop on Rte 401, 1.8km southwest
of the park headquarters, which has useful maps for trekking
and other information. Most visitors see the park on a two- or
three-night organised tour which will usually include accommo-
dation, activities such as trekking and caving as well as a stay in
a floating raft house on Chiaw Lan Lake, and transfer from Surat
Thani or Khao Lak. Tours can also be arranged with most of the
lodges in the park itself. We recommend avoiding any package
offering elephant riding.

Tour operators
Rainforest Camp specialises in luxury tented accommodation,

both floating style on the lake, and in its Elephant Hills jungle

lodge. Its two-night, three-day package (from THB 20,372) in-
cludes transfers, meals, a non-riding elephant interaction, guided
trekking and a night on the lake.

Anurak Community Lodge is situated in a tranquil spot apart
from the park’s main hub, and runs day tours including trips (but
no overnight stay) to Chiaw Lan Lake, trekking, tubing and raft-
ing on the Sok River. Its 18 bungalows (from THB 2900 a night,
without activities) are surrounded by lush vegetation.

Rickshaw Travel is a UK-based operator specialising in im-
mersive travel experiences. It offers a three-night, four-day tour
of the park (from £468 per person), with transfers, accommo-
dation in a community-run lodge, meals, an English-speaking
guide and a night on a floating raft house on Chiaw Lan Lake.
The Khao Sok trip is one of several short tours that can be com-
bined into a longer holiday.— (www.lonelyplanet.com)


