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LOS ANGELES: DeMar DeRozan scored a team-
high 16 points as the Toronto Raptors defeated the
Boston Celtics 96-78 on Wednesday as the battle
for the NBA’s Eastern Conference supremacy
heads down to the wire. Every Raptors player but
one recorded at least two points and the Raptors
crushed the Celtics to equal their franchise record
in wins for the season while extending their lead
atop the standings. 

The Raptors now have a three-game cushion
over the Celtics for first place in the Atlantic Divi-
sion and the Eastern Conference. “I am very confi-
dent we can get it done. We got a great opportunity
but we still got to go ahead, be professional, and
finish games out,” said all-star guard Kyle Lowry.
Lowry delivered 13 points, five rebounds and five
assists as the Raptors improved to 56-22 on the
season. It was Lowry’s highest scoring outing in the
past four games and even more importantly it halted
the team’s two-game losing skid.

Fred VanVleet came off the bench for 15 points
while Delon Wright had eight points, nine re-
bounds and eight assists. Marcus Morris scored
21 points for the Celtics, who dropped to 53-25.
With a win on Wednesday, Boston would have
won the tiebreaker between the  two teams and
moved to just a game back of Toronto for first in
the conference.

Terry Rozier had two points and nine re-
bounds in his return to the Celtics lineup as
Boston was held to a season low in points. Rozier
sat out Tuesday’s 106-102 loss to the Milwaukee
Bucks with a left ankle sprain. The Raptors had
five losses in their past 10 heading into the con-
test, including a 110-90 defeat in Boston on Sun-
day. In Detroit, JJ Redick scored 25 points as the

Philadelphia 76ers won their 12th straight game
with a 115-108 win over Detroit, eliminating the
Pistons from the playoff race. 

The Sixers are rolling along without star Joel
Embiid who missed a fourth straight game because
of a concussion and surgery to repair a facial frac-
ture. “Everyone in this room has stepped up since
Joel went down, and we know we’re capable of
winning games without him,” Australian guard Ben
Simmons said. “We told him to get ready for the
playoffs and that we’ll take care of everything else.
Now we’re showing that we can do that.”

The Pistons had their five-game winning streak
snapped, and their defeat clinched a post-season
spot for the Milwaukee Bucks. The Eastern Con-
ference playoff field is now set, although the actual
matchups are still being determined. Anthony Tol-
liver scored 25 points for the Pistons. Detroit was
without forward Blake Griffin, who missed his
fourth straight game because of a sore ankle. Else-
where, Kelly Olynyk scored 19 points and the
Miami Heat beat the Atlanta Hawks 115-86, cap-
ping a sweep of back-to-back games between
Southeast Division rivals.

Lakers 122, Spurs 112 (OT)
Kyle Kuzma bombed in a 3-pointer in the first

minute of overtime, and Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope added a clincher three minutes later, helping
Los Angeles outlast visiting San Antonio. Kuzma
finished with a game-high 30 points for the Lak-
ers, who were without Lonzo Ball (knee) and
Brandon Ingram (concussion). LaMarcus
Aldridge had a team-high 28 points for the Spurs,
who were missing Manu Ginobili (rest). The loss
was costly to the Spurs, who fell into a tie with

Oklahoma City for the fifth spot in a tightly
bunched Western group. The Spurs are now tied
in the loss column not only with the Thunder but
also Minnesota and New Orleans.

Magic 105, Mavericks 100
Aaron Gordon poured in 20 points and six Or-

lando players scored in double figures against Dal-
las. Jamel Artis added 18 points for Orlando, which
has won two straight. The Mavericks trailed for all
but the first three minutes of the game but fought
back to within 97-96 on an Aaron Harrison 3-
pointer with 2:58 to play.  Mario Hezonja immedi-
ately answered with a jumper and Khem Birch

followed with another bucket to increase the
Magic’s advantage to 101-96 with 1:09 left.

Heat 115, Hawks 86
Kelly Olynyk scored 19 points off the bench as

Miami beat host Atlanta for the second time in as
many nights. Olynyk hit five 3-pointers, all coming
in the second quarter, and Josh Richardson also
scored 19 points for the Heat, who clinched a play-
off spot with their Tuesday win over the Hawks.
Miami grabbed solo possession of sixth place in
the Eastern Conference by half a game over two
teams that were idle Wednesday, the Milwaukee
Bucks and Washington Wizards. —Agencies

Raptors rout Celtics, Pistons 
knocked out of playoff race

Eastern Conference supremacy heads down to the wire

TORONTO: Fred VanVleet #23 of the Toronto Raptors goes to the basket against the Boston Celtics on April 4,
2018 at the Air Canada Centre. —AFP

Ohtani homers 
as Angels win 
in 13 innings
ANAHEIM: Japanese dynamo Shohei Ohtani
homered in his second straight game on
Wednesday, delivering a two-run shot in the fifth
inning as the Anaheim Angels beat the Cleveland
Indians 3-2 in 13 innings.  The Angeles two-way
star belted a shot off American League Cy
Young winner Corey Kluber to go along with his
three-run homer in his first at-bat at home for
Anaheim on Tuesday night.

“Shohei got hold of it,” said manager Mike
Scioscia of the 23-year-old right hander who is
batting .429. “That’s a big hit in the game. “You
can see the bat speed and you can see the
power. As he goes on, there is a lot more he has
to absorb. He has a tremendous upside and has
swung the ball very well the last two nights.”
Ohtani, who is scheduled to pitch for the Angels
on Sunday, has six hits in 14 at-bats in three

games as the club’s designated hitter.
Ohtani is the first player since Babe Ruth for

the Boston Red Sox in 1919 to start on opening
day in a non-pitching role, then also start on the
mound in his first 10 games. The rookie sensa-
tion won his first big league pitching start in
Oakland on the weekend. Besides the homer, he
had a single on Wednesday to lead off the 10th
inning as the Angels won three innings later
when Zack Cozart hammered a walk-off homer.

Kluber struck out Ohtani looking in the third
inning. Ohtani also made his Tuesday home
debut a memorable one, collecting three hits, in-
cluding the three-run homer that cleared the
wall in right-centre field and gave the Angels a
6-2 lead in the first inning. Ohtani had struggled
during spring training for the Angels, prompting
some observers to question whether he was
ready to make his major league debut.

However, he has assuaged those concerns dur-
ing his performances since the opening of the sea-
son. “I don’t have anything to say to those (critics),”
Ohtani said through an interpreter. “I had bad re-
sults, so I guess they have the right to say bad stuff
about me. We just got started. I’ll just take it day
by day and try to help the team.” —AFP

Surfing great
Fanning signs 
off with a 
dramatic finish
SYDNEY: Three-time world surfing cham-
pion Mick Fanning, who made global head-
lines after fighting off a shark on live
television, narrowly missed a fairytale end-
ing to his career yesterday when he lost in
the final of his last event. The Australian, 36,
announced last month he was retiring from
the sport after 17 years and was seeking to
sign off with a record fifth Pro Bells Beach
title and his 23rd world tour win.

In a tense morning, he reached the final of
the event in the Australian state of Victoria
but lost to 23-year-old Brazilian Italo Fer-
reira. “It’s really special, I always wanted to
finish here at Bells just because I felt calmer,”
Fanning told organizers of the World Surf
League after coming in second place. “It’s a
very special moment with the crowd, all my

best friends are here and then to be out in
the final with Italo and just see how much it
meant to him... it sort of made me feel better.
“It’s been an amazing career and I want to
thank everyone along the way.”

Stephanie Gilmore, 30, another Australian
surfing icon, earlier beat Hawaiian Tatiana
Weston-Webb to win the women’s title. Bells
Beach holds special significance for Fanning,
who began his competitive career there in
2001 as a teenage wildcard. He went on to
become world champion in 2007, 2009 and
2013 and forged one of surfing’s most well-
known rivalries with American Kelly Slater. 

The Australian made global headlines in
2015 when he survived a shark attack-cap-
tured on live television-during the J-Bay
Open in Jeffreys Bay, South Africa. It was a
tumultuous year for Fanning, who also had
to deal with his brother’s death and a mar-
riage break-up, and he competed sporadi-
cally in 2016. Fanning said last month he still
loved surfing but needed a “fresh challenge”.
“I still love the game but can’t find the moti-
vation and dedication required to compete
for world titles anymore. I’m just not enjoy-
ing it as much as I was in the past,” he wrote
on Instagram. —AFP 


