
Kyokushin Karate
Championship
to kick off at
Kuwait Sports
club 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The 2nd All-Asia Weight Cat-
egory Kyokushin Karate Championship
(IKO), will kick off at 4 pm today at
Kuwait Sports Club Hall, under the pa-
tronage of Director General of Public Au-
thority for Sports Dr Humoud Fulaiteh
and in the presence of Director of Sports
Hamid Al-Hazim, Director of Sports Union
and Committees Khalifa Al-Tarawah,
President of Kuwait Sports Club Abde-
laziz Al-Marzouq, his Deputy Khalid Al-
Ghanim, Secretary General of Karate
Federation Emad Behbehani, President of
the Asian Federation Peter Chong, Secre-
tary General of International Kyokushin
Organization (IKO) Katasuhito Gorai
along with ambassadors of participating
countries and other officials.

Chairman of the Higher Organizing
Committee Khalid Al-Munaye said his
staff was ready to start the competition
adding that the technical meeting will be
held in the morning in the presence of
heads of delegations. He said that this is
the strongest amongst all the other Asian
competitions for qualification purposes
to the world championship set to be held
in Nov 2019 in Tokyo. The winner will di-
rectly qualify to the Tokyo 2020

Olympics. Saudi Arabia, Singapore,
Bangladeshi, Pakistan, Malaysia, Iran and
the host country Kuwait have all send
their most talented participants. Kuwait
will be represented by Omar Al-Duaij in
the under 70kg, Abdallah Behzad and
Ahmad Haider in the under 90kg, Ahmad
Abdelsamad Ali, Salah Behzad and Mo-
hammad Al-Saleh in the open above
90kg. The doors will be opened for the
public at 3 pm. 

BARCELONA: Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverde will target a record-equaling 38th
straight game without defeat when his side host
Leganes tomorrow, a Liga milestone which for-
mer bosses Johan Cruyff, Pep Guardiola and
Luis Enrique were incapable of achieving. The
runaway leaders have not lost in the league since
going down 2-0 at Malaga on April 8, 2017 and
can match Real Sociedad’s 38-year-old un-
beaten run against Leganes, who are 14th in the
standings with their top-flight status virtually
guaranteed.

Barca have a nine-
point lead over nearest
challengers Atletico
Madrid at the top of the
standings and could
further widen that gap
by the end of the week-
end, with Atletico facing
a grueling derby away
to champions Real
Madrid on Sunday. The
Catalans looked destined to fall painfully short
of the record, which has stood since 1980, when
they were two goals down with two minutes left
at Sevilla last week but quick-fire strikes from
Luis Suarez and Lionel Messi sealed a 2-2 draw.

That late fight back was the eighth time this
season they had come back from a losing posi-
tion in the league to either win or draw and was

the latest demonstration of the inner steel that
has underpinned Valverde’s debut campaign in
charge. Barca are also unbeaten in the Champi-
ons League this campaign and took a giant
stride towards the semi-finals of the competition
by beating AS Roma 4-1 on Wednesday, staying
on course for a treble.

An emphatic win 
The Catalans were not at their best against

Roma and benefited from two own goals, yet the
fact they were able to
record such an emphatic
win without hitting top
gear was another sign of
how robust they have
become under Valverde.
“All I care about is that
the team keeps on win-
ning,” said midfielder
Ivan Rakitic following the
victory over Roma. “We
are still winning and we

are growing in every game.  Right now we are at
the most exciting stage of the season but also
the toughest part.”

With eight games remaining and no away
trips against top-eight opposition left, Barca are
also strongly-placed to become the first team in
the history of La Liga to finish a season without
tasting defeat. They do, however, still have to

play at home to champions Real Madrid and
fourth-placed Valencia. Real Sociedad narrowly
missed out on going a whole Liga campaign un-
beaten in 1980, losing their penultimate game of

the season to Sevilla, which ended a 38-game
unbeaten spell across two campaigns and also
saw them surrender the league title to Real
Madrid. — Reuters 
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a treble

Barca eyes Liga record of 
38 games without defeat

BARCELONA: Puppets depicting (L-R) Barcelona’s Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez, Barcelona’s
Spanish defender Gerard Pique, Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi and Barcelona’s
Spanish midfielder Andres Iniesta holding yellow balloons are pictured during the UEFA Cham-
pions League quarter-final first leg. — AFP 

Can match Sociedad’s 38-year-old unbeaten run 

Miracle man Woods 
seeks Masters magic
AUGUSTA: Tiger Woods faced the acid test of Augusta
National yesterday, teeing it up in the 82nd Masters in
search of his first major title in a decade. The 42-year-old,
who calls himself a walking miracle less than 12 months
after spinal fusion surgery, has astonished in his latest re-
turn from injury, a pair of top-five finishes on the PGA Tour
fueling expectations that he can resume his pursuit of Jack
Nickluas’s all-time record of 18 major wins.

Six-time champion Nicklaus and three-time winner
Gary Player fired the ceremonial opening shots Thursday
to get the first major of 2018 underway. In bright sunshine
and chilly temperatures, Austin Cook nabbed the first
birdie of the tournament. Woods, making his first major
start since missing the cut at the 2015 PGA Championship,
was due to tee off at 10:42 a.m. (1442 GMT) alongside Aus-
tralian Marc Leishman and England’s Tommy Fleetwood.

While Tiger has drawn the lion’s share of attention this
week, his comeback bid is just one of the compelling sto-
ries in what’s shaping up to be a classic Masters. Phil Mick-
elson, 47, has his sights set on a fourth green jacket after
notching his first win in five years at the WGC Mexico
Championship. Northern Ireland’s Rory McIlroy seeks to
complete a career Grand Slam after a sensational final-
round 64 carried him to victory at Bay Hill. — AFP 
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