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Cabinet sets May 12 date
for municipal elections
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Australian sheep ship to Kuwait
blocked after ‘shocking’ footage

April 15 Meraj holiday 
KUWAIT: Sunday (April 15) is a public holiday
marking Israa and Meraj, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh
said in a statement yesterday. He said the Cabinet
took the decision to declare Sunday a public holiday
during its weekly session yesterday. — KUNA 

WHO says Australia exported listeria-tainted melons to Kuwait
SYDNEY: An export ship due to carry more than
50,000 sheep to the Middle East has been blocked from
leaving Australia after secret footage emerged of dis-
tressed animals dying and struggling to breathe in filthy
conditions. Australia’s live animal export trade, worth
more than Aus$800 million (US$615 million) annually, has
been under scrutiny in recent years after footage shot at
offshore abattoirs showed cattle being mistreated.

The latest images, shot onboard Panama-flagged
livestock carrier Awassi Express, showed large numbers
of sheep packed together in small, stifling pens, covered
in or surrounded by excrement. Many were dead. The
footage, captured over five voyages last year to Qatar,
Kuwait and Oman from Australian ports, was released
by activist group Animals Australia. “They just died in
front of us,” Faisal Ullah, a graduate from Pakistan’s
Marine Academy who shot the videos, told broadcaster
Channel Nine which first aired the footage Sunday.
“Just one by one. One after another... I mean, you are
just putting live animals into the oven.”

Channel Nine said the sheep were stacked 10
storeys high in the ship and forced to stay standing for
three weeks, often in “blast-furnace” northern hemi-
sphere summer conditions. Ullah said lambs born to
pregnant sheep, which are not supposed to be export-
ed, died on the vessel and were thrown overboard. The
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) said yes-

terday that thousands of sheep died. The same ship,
which was due to depart Fremantle on Australia’s west
coast this week, reportedly headed for Qatar and
Kuwait, was blocked from leaving by AMSA after an
inspection “raised some concerns about air flow over
some pens”. 

Agriculture Minister David Littleproud said yester-
day he had held “constructive” talks with the industry
and welfare groups to strengthen the standards in live-
stock trade. Littleproud ruled out banning the live
export trade but said he was taking other measures,
including establishing a whistleblower hotline by the
end of the week so people to “call out bad behavior”.
“It is important we get integrity into the live system
and those people doing wrong need to be held to
account, whether that is a company or an individual,”
he told reporters.

Emanuel Exports, which uses Awassi Express, told
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation it had made
changes to welfare requirements, such as lower load-
ing volumes and a government observer on board its
ships. Australia previously suspended live shipments
to Egypt for several months in 2013 after abattoir
footage showed “horrific” mistreatment of cows. Trade
to Indonesia was also temporary halted in 2011 on
cruelty concerns.

Continued on Page 11
This undated handout photo received yesterday shows a distressed sheep onboard a Panama-flagged livestock
carrier Awassi Express from Australia to the Middle East. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Jamaan Al-Harbash said yes-
terday that the ministry of health has exempted a number
of expatriates from undergoing mandatory medical tests
in their home countries, even though some of them had
been deported from the country on medical grounds. In a
series of questions to Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah, the lawmaker demanded to know the number of

cases exempted from medical tests last year and this year.
Under an agreed Kuwaiti and Gulf procedure, all

expatriate workers must undergo medical tests in their
home countries before coming for employment in the
Gulf. Harbash asked the minister for a list of diseases
which mandate deporting expatriates from Kuwait or
barring their entry into the country. He demanded to
know the number of expatriates deported from Kuwait on
medical grounds since the beginning of 2016. He
demanded to know the number of expatriates who sued
the ministry in court after they were found to have seri-
ous diseases and asked to know the outcome of those
court cases.

Harbash asked if the ministry allows these people to
undergo fresh medical tests in their home countries and
then allows them to return to Kuwait, and demanded to
know the number of those allowed to return. The lawmak-

er also asked the minister to provide him with a list of the
names of expatriate employees in the public health
department and their nationalities, and if they are entitled
to access the results of medical tests conducted in
Kuwait. He also demanded the names of expatriates who
were exempted and allowed to obtain residence permits
despite being detected with serious diseases that require
authorities to deport them.

Meanwhile, MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei demanded
detailed results of the seven parliamentary elections held
between 1999 and 2016. The lawmaker gave no reason
for his request. Separately, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said
Minister of Electricity and Water Bakheet Al-Rasheedi
showed cooperation when told that the ministry should
reduce electricity connection charges, which were raised
late last year. The lawmaker however did not say if the
minister agreed to make the revision.

MP claims some 
expats exempted 
from medical tests

BEIRUT: US President Donald Trump yesterday
pledged “major decisions” on Syria after a suspected
chemical attack on a rebel-held town, as calls grew for
an international response to the crisis ahead of a UN
Security Council meeting. Trump condemned what he
called a “heinous attack on innocent” Syrians in Douma,
as he opened a cabinet meeting at the White House,
adding that decisions would come in the “next 24-48
hours”. “This is about humanity - it can’t be allowed to
happen,” he said. 

The Syrian regime and its ally Russia have rejected
claims of a chemical attack, with President Vladimir
Putin warning against any “provocation and specula-
tion on this matter”. Trump - who last year launched a

missile strike on a Syrian regime air base after another
alleged chemical attack - warned Sunday that there
would be a “big price to pay”. US Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis said Washington does not “rule out any-
thing”, while Trump and his French counterpart
Emmanuel Macron vowed a “strong, joint response”. 

The crisis was due to be discussed later yesterday
at an urgent UN Security Council meeting, while the
US also circulated a draft resolution for a new inde-
pendent inquiry of chemical weapons attacks in Syria.
With tensions high, deadly missile strikes on a regime
airbase early yesterday raised the specter of Western
military action, but Damascus and Moscow said Israel
was responsible.

Russia, which has repeatedly said that rebels in
Syria were preparing a “provocation” to prompt for-
eign military action, warned against acting hastily over
the alleged chemical attack. The Kremlin said Putin
discussed the “accusations against Damascus by a
number of Western countries” with German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and “stressed the unacceptability of
provocation and speculation on this matter.”  

Continued on Page 11
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks during a
cabinet meeting at the White House yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe welcomes Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman upon his arrival at the Hotelde Matignon yesterday. — AFP 

Trump vows ‘major 
decisions’ as ‘Israel’
strikes Syrian base  

PARIS: Saudi Arabia will employ French
expertise to set up a national opera and
orchestra, under an agreement signed
yesterday during a visit to Paris by the
kingdom’s modernizing Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. The deal will see
the Paris Opera company help the ultra-
conservative Islamic nation produce its
own classical music and shows, a further
sign of Prince Mohammed’s desire to
change the image of his homeland. He has
already announced the lifting of a ban on
women driving, the re-opening of cinemas
for the first time in over three decades and
new mixed-gender concerts, despite
opposition from religious hardliners. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Aramco will sign
eight deals worth $10 billion with French

firms today, the chief executive of the
state-run oil giant said yesterday. The
kingdom also revealed yesterday that it
would enter short films at the Cannes cin-
ema festival for the first time and send an
official delegation to the celebration of
often edgy and subversive silver-screen
art on the Riviera this May. “I cannot think
of a better partner for culture and art than
France,” Saudi Culture Minister Awwad
Alawwad told AFP.

Prince Mohammed, 32, was hosted by
President Emmanuel Macron for a three-
hour dinner at Paris’s historic Louvre
museum Sunday night after flying in on
his first trip to France as heir to the
Saudi throne. 

Continued on Page 11

Saudis seek French opera help;
to show films at Cannes fest 

PARIS: A lone finger bone unearthed in the desert
suggests modern humans had penetrated deep into
Arabia already 85,000 years ago, said a study yes-
terday that claimed to advance our African exodus
by millennia. The research, published in the journal
Nature Ecology & Evolution, challenged a long-
held consensus that humans started to move en
masse from our birthplace in Africa only about
60,000 years ago, with a few small, unsuccessful
migrations before.

Recent archaeological finds have started to
question that idea, with some claiming evidence of
homo sapiens spreading beyond Africa and the
adjacent Levant region already 120,000 years ago
or more. However, many of those discoveries -
including from China and Australia - have doubts
hovering over their authenticity and dating, said the
authors of yesterday’s study. Their new fossil finger
bone, on the other hand, unquestionably belonged
to a human and could be dated directly using radio-
metric technology, said the team. 

Its age served as rare evidence that “our species
was spreading beyond Africa much earlier than pre-
viously thought,” said study co-author Huw
Groucutt from the University of Oxford. The bone,
just 3.2 cm long, is thought to be the middle bone of
a middle finger, likely of an adult. It was discovered
in the Nefud Desert of Saudi Arabia in 2016, and
analyzed over two years. Groucutt and a team used
a form of radiometry called uranium series dating to 
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Finger bone find
points to early 
humans in Arabia

Fossil finger bones of Homo sapiens found at the Al
Wusta site in Saudi Arabia. — AFP 


