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Kuwait’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the
International Organizations in Vienna Sadiq Marafi

Established 1961 

VIENNA: Kuwait’s Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to the International Organizations in
Vienna Sadiq Marafi said yesterday that Kuwait is keen
on participating in the review sessions of the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). This
came in a statement to KUNA by Ambassador Marafi,
who headed the Kuwaiti delegation to the 41st meeting
of Senior Arab Officials in charge of Nuclear Weapons
and other Weapons of Mass Destruction Committee
held last Thursday in Cairo.  

He added that Kuwait has always sought to support
common Arab position in this issue, stressing that the
establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in the
Middle East is an urgent requirement. The Preparatory

Committee for the 2020 Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the NPT is scheduled to hold
its second session from April 23 to May 4, 2018 at the
UN Office in Geneva. This will be the second of three
planned sessions that will be held prior to the 2020
Review Conference.

The NPT entered into force in 1970 and was
extended indefinitely in 1995. The Treaty is regarded as
the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation
regime and an essential foundation for the pursuit of
nuclear disarmament. It was designed to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons, to further the goals of
nuclear disarmament and general and complete disar-
mament, and to promote cooperation in the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy. 

Urgent session 
In another development, Kuwait, France, the US, Britain,

Sweden, Netherlands, Poland, Peru and Cote d’Iviore
requested for an urgent UNSC session, the diplomats said,
in the wake of bombardment against Eastern Ghouta in
general and the town of Douma in specific. Kuwait joined
the other UNSC members in calling for the urgent session
out of its moral and humane responsibilities. Kuwait had
condemned attacks against populated areas in Eastern
Ghouta and Douma using rockets and barrel bombs, which
killed and injured scores of civilians. The foreign ministry
expressed concern over the large number of victims and
reported choking cases among civilians, calling on the
international community to investigate the attacks in com-
pliance with UNSC resolution 2118. —Agencies

Kuwait, 8 UNSC members call for urgent session

Kuwait seeks ‘nuke weapons 
and WMD free’ Middle East

Zain - main sponsor 
of Accounting 
Club Week
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company in
Kuwait, announced its main sponsorship of the Accounting
Club Week held at Kuwait University’s College of Business
Administration until 12 April. Zain’s main sponsorship comes as
part of its Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility
strategy, which closely focuses on contributing to the develop-
ment of the education sector and the encouragement of vari-
ous student activities. The company partners with many organ-
izations to invest in education, an essential element of the fur-
ther progress of national economy.  

The Accounting Club Week features a number of academic
and recreational activities and programs targeted at students
majored in Accounting in the College of Business
Administration. The activities include specialized seminars and
workshops, a visit to Ahmad Al Jaber Oil and Gas Exhibition,
as well as competitions for students from across the universi-
ty’s clubs with prizes and other recreational activities. 

Zain’s support springs from the company’s core Corporate
Sustainability and Social Responsibility strategy. The company
believes that supporting initiatives such as this one provides
young people with skills and tools necessary to help them
highlight and develop their skills, ultimately contributing to the
further progress of national economy. As a leading national
company, Zain firmly believes in the importance of contributing
to the progress of the education sector, and looks to empower
and prepare the nation’s youth for the important roles they will
play in the further progress of the country. Zain’s representatives are pictured with members of the Accounting Club at the company’s booth. 

News in brief

Writer promotes tolerance 

TUNIS: The Kuwaiti novelist Amal Al-Rendi yester-
day called for promoting a culture of tolerance
among children through literature and arts. In
remarks to KUNA, Al-Rendi, who is participating in
the 34th Tunisia International Book Fair, said she
narrated her novel “the most beautiful punishment”
during a workshop of the event. Al-Rendi’s novel,
which in essence encourages the culture of toler-
ance and rewarding the wrongdoers, had won
Rashed bin Hamid Award for Culture and Sciences in
the UAE in 2016. Noting necessity of implanting
such values in the children’s conscience, Al-Rendi
said she had also lectured about the art of story
writing for children. —KUNA

Friendship delegation 

KUWAIT: The first Kuwaiti parliamentary friendship
delegation, currently visiting Bosnia and Herzegovina,
met yesterday with Minister of Communications and
Transport of Ismir Jusko. Leading the delegation that
also includes MP Mohammad Haif, MP Dr Waleed Al-
Tabatabaie said the visit aims to promote bilateral
relations in all fields, particularly parliamentary ones.
Al-Tabatabaie added that Kuwait is ready to con-
tribute to the economically feasible projects in the
Balkan country, inviting the minister to visit the Gulf
state. For his part, Jusko said that the new transport
strategy of his country would open the door for more
investments in the coming 15 years, highlighting
Kuwait’s financing of a major highroad there, 5C.
Kuwait’s ambassador in the country Nasser Al-
Mutairi said that they would coordinate with the min-
ister for the infrastructure projects in the country.
Meanwhile, the delegation called for forming a joint
committee to boost bilateral ties. —KUNA

Military expertise swap 

KHARTOUM: Kuwaiti Military Attache in Sudan Lieut
Col Nama Abdullatif yesterday discussed with
Sudanese Minister of Defense Lieut General Awad bin
Oaf on cooperation between the two states in training,
military habilitation and expertise swap. It was the first
official meeting for the military attache since assuming
the post as the first military envoy representing Kuwait
in the nation. In a statement to KUNA, Abdullatif said
opening the military affairs section in Khartoum con-
tributes to cementing relations between the two coun-
tries and reflects continuous development of the mili-
tary ties. The military attache added that his talks with
the minister dealt with issues related to training and
exchanging military experience. Military relations
between the two countries date back to 1968, when Ali
Al-Sabah Military Academy was established in Kuwait,
with aid of Sudanese officers. —KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: US Ambassador Lawrence Silverman yester-
day inaugurated the annual international Youth
Exchange and Study (YES) program’s Sports for
Development and Press (YESDP) alumni workshop,
hosted by Kuwait. The YES program initiative is being
held as part of the US State Department’s efforts to
involve youth for peace and development. The group
will be presenting their ideas and sports programs and
share their experiences when they were in the United
States for the YES program.  

Countries with representatives in this program that
were at the event at Marina Hotel in Salmiya include
Kuwait, Bahrain, Lebanon, Libya, Macedonia, Nigeria,
Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, the Philippines, Turkey,
Kosovo, Jordan and Palestine. In his opening remarks,
Silverman thanked all the participants in this year’s YES

program. “I am pleased to say the program will cele-
brate its 15th year in October and I hope it continues
for decades to come. During these almost 15 years,
more than 11,200 young people like you from 45 coun-
tries have benefited from the program. But to be honest,
all of us benefit from the program in terms of enhanced
mutual understanding between peoples,” he said. 

The YES enables program participants from pre-
dominately Muslim countries to study for an aca-
demic year at an American high school. It also pro-
vides a unique opportunity for personal growth
through enrichment activities that include community
service, youth leadership training and civic educa-
tion, all of which are vital to promote mutual under-
standing respect between the United States and
partner countries.

“I welcome the 30 YES program participants from
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Macedonia, Morocco, Nigeria,

the Philippines, Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, and Turkey.
When I speak to some of the many Kuwaitis studying at
universities in the United States today, I tell them that
they are not just students - they are also ambassadors
of their country to the United States,” Silverman said.  

He said the YES program participants and alumni are
in many ways the best ambassadors of their countries.
“I hope you will see that by this workshop, we are con-
tinuing our outreach to you and your countries and our
desire to help you achieve what you and your parents
wish for your future. I hope that your experiences in
this program have helped build your leadership skills.
And I hope that you will stay in contact with those you
met in the United States,” he added. Samar Khilief,
AMIDEAST Country Director thanked the ambassador
for gracing the occasion and his continued support to
AMIDEAST’s effort in enhancing opportunities for the
youth across the MENA region. 

Cable thief nabbed 
KUWAIT: Police received tips about an elderly
Egyptian stealing copper cables, so detectives placed
him under surveillance. He was caught trying to steal a
cable from a government facility in Farwaniya and sent
to concerned authorities. In another development, a
citizen told Sulaibiya police that an Indian stole solar
power equipment including 9 regulators, boards, 10
batteries and four cartons of solar power batteries. The
incident took place in Amghara and the suspect is
being sought.

Woman attempts suicide
A Jordanian woman threatened to attempt suicide

near Kuwait airport, prompting police and para-
medics to rush to the scene. The woman was standing
on the edge of a bridge, crying, “either you let me
travel, or I will kill myself”. The woman was convinced
to change her mind and told police she is the fourth
wife of a man who is over 70, who’s been torturing
her daily by confining her in a metal room on the roof,
cutting water and power supplies and depriving her
of her financial allowance at the insistence of his
three other wives. The woman was handed to the
embassy and the children to their father. The case
was closed.

Beggars face deportation
A Turkish and an Indian woman were ordered

deported after they were caught begging in an Ahmadi
governorate area. The Turkish woman was arrested
with KD 90 on her. The Indian was seen begging near a
health center.

Drug suspect detained 
Farwaniya police sent a bedoon to the Drugs Control

General Department with a variety of drugs. A security
source said the bedoon was stopped in Jleeb after
patrolmen noticed a bag of heroin and another contain-
ing captagon and tramadol, in addition to drugs para-
phernalia. —Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: US Ambassador Lawrence R Silverman speaks at the Youth Exchange and Study (YES) program’s Sports for Development and Press (YESDP) Alumni
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