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News in brief

Al-Zour refinery project 

KUWAIT: The key project of building Al-Zour oil refinery is
forecast to finish by December 2019, a senior official said yes-
terday. Up to 57 percent of the vital venture has been accom-
plished, said Dr Khaled Mahdi, Secretary General of the
Supreme Council for Planning and Development, in a state-
ment to journalists while inspecting the project site. This proj-
ect, valued at KD 4.8 billion ($16 billion), along with two
simultaneous ventures, executed for Kuwait Integrated
Petroleum Industries Company (KIPIC), will secure 1,500
jobs for citizens, he added. Al-Zour refinery venture is
designed to produce clean fuel for the power ministry, in
addition to kerosene and diesel for the local market-produc-
tivity projected at 615,000 barrels per day. For her part, Suad
Al-Awadh, in charge of planning at KIPIC, said the project
served the higher objective-diversified economy. —KUNA

EU backs Kuwait efforts 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) has
received a message of support from the European Union
(EU) amid national efforts to reduce the risks of disaster at
both local and regional levels. The EU acknowledgment
comes fresh off the heels of a major drill the fire directorate
was involved in last month, which left international supervi-
sors highly impressed, KFSD said in a statement yesterday.
In response to the EU’s encouraging words, KFSD director
general Khaled Al-Mekrad penned a letter of his own, thank-
ing the European bloc for the support, saying the partici-
pants in the exercise displayed uncanny professionalism.  The
drill last March was carried out with the express purpose of
laying out a strategy to deal with crises and disasters in a
way that minimizes the loss of life and properties, the state-
ment noted. The exercise featured broad participation from
across Kuwaiti government bodies, including the ministries of
defense, health, and interior, among others.—KUNA 

KUWAIT: The Cabinet held its regular session at Seif
Palace yesterday; presided by Acting Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. Following the session, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh stated that the session kicked off with a pres-
entation by the acting premier about last week’s visit
to the country by the president of the Comoros, name-
ly his talks with His Highness the Amir that dealt with
means of boosting bilateral relations-capped with an
agreement to set up a joint cooperation committee.  

As to Al-Israa and Me’raj occasion, falling on April
13, the cabinet decided to declare April 15 as a recre-
ation day where all public institutions will close. The
ministers expressed congratulations to His Highness
the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince, the Kuwaiti
people, the Arab and Muslim nations on the anniver-
sary. The cabinet set May 12 as the date for holding
municipal elections. The ministers examined a recom-
mendation by the legal affairs commission tasked with
handling corruption, adopting a bill on barring conflict
of interests. 

The draft law was submitted to His Highness the
Amir pending implementation. They also approved a
bill on credit information swap. The ministers looked
into a recommendation by the public services commit-
tee regarding mechanism and operating public servic-
es in Sabah Al-Ahmad and Khairan residential districts.
They decided to assign the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare to coordinate with competent author-
ities to set a timetable for delivering and operating the
buildings in the two districts. 

Also, Kuwait Cabinet yesterday extended sincere
congratulations to Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi on his re-election. The Cabinet wished Al-Sisi
perpetual good health, success, and good luck in

achieving security and stability in his country and
continuing its progress and prosperity march. It also
hoped the Egyptian President succeeds in regaining
Cairo’s constructive and pioneering role in the region
and the world.

Heinous attacks
Meanwhile, the Cabinet strongly condemned the

recent heinous attacks with explosive rockets and
barrels on besieged areas in Douma, Syria, that killed
and wounded several people, including women and
children. It also expressed sincere sorrow and con-

cern over the gruesome crimes committed against
the Syrian people, and constant violations of the
international law, human rights laws, and UNSC res-
olutions in that country. The Cabinet also urged
UNSC to bear its responsibilities in preserving secu-
rity and peace in Syria, take fast and necessary
actions to stop these repeated catastrophic viola-
tions, and find an urgent solution for the humanitari-
an crisis of the Syrian people.

It also called on all parties to implement UNSC res-
olution 2401 entirely and end the siege of Eastern
Ghouta’s areas to stop this humanitarian disaster.

Furthermore, the Cabinet condemned the recent attack
carried out by Houthi militias against a Saudi Arabia’s
oil tanker, as well as the rocket they fired on Jazan area
in southwestern the Kingdom. It reiterated Kuwait’s
firm stand in favor of Riyadh and support of all meas-
ures it takes to preserve its security and stability, and
counter such terrorist actions that aim to destabilize
the Kingdom. Moreover, the Cabinet condemned the
recent attack carried out against Osmangazi
University, in Eskisehir, Turkey, which killed several of
the University’s staff, expressing sincere condolences
and sorrow to the Turkish people. —Agencies

Bill on credit information swap approved

Cabinet holds session, sets 
May 12 for municipal polls

KUWAIT: Kuwait cabinet holds weekly session yesterday at Seif Palace. —KUNA

Officials demolish
brick walls, target
violators 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Mubarak Al-Kabeer General Cleanliness
and Road Occupancy Department removed brick
walls and cement columns in a building that was in
violation and was encroaching on state property. In
Khaitan, the Cleanliness and Road Occupancy
Department director Saad Al-Khrainej said the
department removed 228 sq m of rubbish using many
vehicles and equipment including two bulldozers.

Israa and Meraj
The Interior Ministry’s Relations and Security

Information Department said due to the Israa and
Meraj holiday on Sunday, citizens who have appoint-
ments at electric passports service centers in the
morning in Saad Al-Abdullah, Ishbelia, Adan and Fahd
Al-Ahmad will have their appointments moved to
Saturday from 1 pm to 9 pm. As for those with morn-
ing appointments on Sunday in Shamiya and Mishref,
they should go on Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ings, and those with evening appointments on Sunday
should also go on Wednesday and Thursday in the
evening.

Fire in Farwaniya
A man and a woman received first degree burns

during a fire in Farwaniya. The fire started in a flat on
the second floor of a nine-storey building. Trapped
residents were rescued and the fire was put out. An
investigation was launched to determine the cause of
the fire.

Containers loaded with fireworks
The Interior Ministry Relations and Security

Information Department said the special security
sector in cooperation with the customs department
busted 14 containers loaded with fireworks yester-
day on arrival at Shuwaikh Port. Tips were received
about trucks loaded with fireworks heading to
Kuwait, so the trucks were placed under surveillance.
Each container is estimated to have a load worth KD
500,000.

Kuwait official visits 
S African embassy, 
offers condolences 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah paid a visit to the South African embassy
yesterday, where he offered his condolences over the
death of former First Lady Winnie Madikizela-
Mandela. The official expressed his sympathies on
behalf of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti people.
Madikizela-Mandela, a prominent anti-apartheid
activist and the ex-wife of former South African presi-
dent Nelson Mandela, died in hospital on Monday
aged 81 after a prolonged illness. —KUNA

Reshuffle at 
Info Ministry 
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources at the Information
Ministry said a plan to reshuffle some senior officials has
been approved and will take effect within the coming few
days. The sources added that the reshuffling will be done
according to the ministry’s new structure to avoid administra-
tive cases that might be filed against the ministry, like those
filed during previous reshuffles. 

Minara Prestige Tower 
The Malaysian weekly Edge said that Kuwait Finance

House has offered the 36-storey Minara Prestige Tower it
owns in the capital for sale for 700-750 million ringgits. 

Real estate assets 
Minister of State for Housing Affairs Jenan Boshehri

stressed that the housing authority’s board of directors
decided to proceed with establishing a company to develop
real estate assets after it halted foundation procedures on
Dec 14, 2017 and refunded KD 25 million it had deposited in
the company’s account because of the few number of share-
holders and MoCI’s objections. 

KSE, India boost ties
Kuwait Society of Engineers (KSE) and the Indian

Embassy in Kuwait stressed their keenness on boosting
friendly relations between Kuwait and India. This came dur-
ing a visit yesterday to KSE by the Indian Ambassador to
Kuwait Jeeva Sagar, who was received by KSE Chairman
Faisal Dowaih Al-Ottol.  Ottol hailed the role played by Indian
engineers in Kuwait, noting that around 10,000 of them
worked in Kuwait through the Indian Society of Engineers’
branch in Kuwait. He added that KSE will provide all possible
support to overcome any obstacles faced by engineers work-
ing in Kuwait. He also noted that Indian engineers who want
‘To Whom it May Concern’ certificates will be able to get

them through the companies they work for and that company
representatives will collectively apply to KSE to issue the
certificates on their behalf. 

Sagar stressed India’s keenness on developing relations
with Kuwait through mutual recognition of engineering
establishments accredited by the Indian human resources
development ministry. He also noted that India is keen that
Indian engineers are highly qualified.  In a different concern,
KSE board member Musaed Eyada Al-Shemmari called for
facilitating traffic flow between Saad Al-Abdullah and Jaber
Al-Ahmad by building U-turns on the bridge connecting both
areas. 

Shrimping season
Kuwait Fishermen Union Chairman Thaher Al-Sowayyan

urged PAAAFR to determine the beginning of the shrimping
season in national waters. He also called for putting an end to
what he described as “fishermen’s constant miseries”, noting
that Kuwaiti fishermen do not have proper accommodation
or areas to store their boats and gear after the conclusion of
the season. Sowayyan renewed his demands to move import-
ed fish out of the Sharq fish market immediately, because the
latter was originally built as an outlet for local fish only. He
also warned that some fishmongers mix imported fish with
local ones and sell them all as local fish. PAAAFR Chairman
Sheikh Mohammed Yousef Al-Sabah yesterday met the
chairman of the dairy producers and cow breeders union and
a number of breeders to discuss the problems they are facing
and find solutions for them. Both sides also discussed the
possibility of allowing the establishment of new dairy facto-
ries, in addition to discussing the problem of fodder subsidies. 

Co-ops Soccer Championship
Under the auspices of Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Ahmadi governorate’s 3rd Co-
ops Soccer Championship will kick off today and run until
Thursday, April 12. Ahmadi governorate’s government rela-
tions manager Hamed Al-Ibrahim said the championship will
be held in collaboration with the Consumer Cooperative
Societies Union and Ahmadi educational zone. He also noted
that the championship will be sponsored by CBK and will
include 14 teams named after various co-ops comprising of
secondary school students.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah paid a visit to the
South African embassy. —KUNA photos

Kuwait donates $1 
million to treat Syria 
refugees from cancer
DEAD SEA: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) yesterday signed one million
dollars donation to King Hussein Cancer Foundation
and Center (KHCC). The Kuwaiti donation aims to con-
tribute in the treatment of Syrian refugees in Jordan
from cancer, KFAED’s Director-General Abdulwahab
Al-Bader stated to KUNA.  Al-Bader made his remarks
after signing the third deal with KHCC Chairperson
Princess Ghida Talal, bringing the total amount to three
million dollars over a three-year period. The financial
contribution is part of KFAED’s humanitarian aid
framework to support the humanitarian situation of
refugees and alleviate the burden of hosting them on
the Kingdom, he said. It is also part of Kuwait’s com-
mitment to provide aid and support to Syrian refugees,
Al-Bader noted, adding the Fund’s overall financial aid
the Syrian refugees has reached USD 250 million.

The donation will support diagnosing the disease,
performing laboratory tests, x-rays, chemotherapy,
physiotherapy, palliative therapy, and bone marrow
transplant on patient refugees, he said. It will also
help providing emergency procedures and medicine
to the patients, in addition to operating tumors
removal surgeries, treating complications resulted
from other surgeries, and running medical procedures
to alleviate pains resulted from the disease, added Al-
Bader. For her part, Princess Ghida lauded the
Kuwaiti donation and expressed pride and apprecia-
tion of KHCC’s strategic partnership with KFAED,
thanking the Fund for its unlimited support and gen-
erosity to the Center. — KUNA


