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Rouhani: US 
will regret if it 
violates deal
TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
yesterday that the United States would regret
withdrawing from the nuclear deal, and that Iran
would respond in “less than a week” if that hap-
pened.  “We will not be the first to violate the
accord but they should definitely know that they
will regret it if they violate it,” Rouhani told a
conference to mark National Nuclear Technology
Day in Tehran.  “We are much more prepared than
they think, and they will see that if they violate
this accord, within a week, less than a week, they
will see the result.”

US President Donald Trump has threatened to
walk away from the nuclear deal and re-impose
sanctions by May 12 unless tough new restrictions
are imposed on Iran’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams. Rouhani dismissed the threat, saying: “It’s
been 15 months since this gentleman who came to
power in America has been making claims and
there have been many ups and downs in his

remarks and his behavior.  “(But) the foundations
of the JCPOA (nuclear deal) have been so strong
that during these 15 months of pressure... the
structure has remained solid.”

The other partners to the agreement-Britain,
France, Germany, China, Russia and the EU-all
agree that Iran has stuck by its commitments, as
does the International Atomic Energy Association
which is tasked with inspecting Iran’s compliance.
“Even if one day (the US) can harm the JCPOA,
we will be the winner in the public opinion of the
world as the nation that stuck by its commit-
ments,” Rouhani said. “If they withdraw, it would
mean that they are not committed to their words.”

Rouhani said the country’s military and diplo-
matic powers were not aimed at intimidating its
neighbors-an apparent riposte to claims by
Saudi Arabia that it is seeking to dominate the
Middle East. “Our path is clear. We are not
thinking of threatening anyone. Our powers, even
our military power is not for aggression against
any country. Our relations with our neighbors
will be friendly relations,” Rouhani said. He also
took aim at  h is  hardl ine opponents  on the
domestic front, who have criticized his efforts to
reach out to the West. “We need hard power. We
need soft power... Some only look at one side of
the coin,” he said. —AFP

JERUSALEM: African migrants demonstrate in Jerusalem on April 4, 2018 against Israel’s Prime Minister’s cancellation of an agreement with the United Nations aimed at avoiding forced deportations of thousands of
African migrants. —AFP

TEL AVIV: In a park near Tel Aviv’s central bus station,
dozens of African migrants waited for Israelis to offer
them work, trying to eke out a living in a country where
many want them to leave. Only days before, a solution
had been announced that would regularize the situation
for many migrants and end the potential forced depor-
tation of thousands of others. But in a stunning turn-
around on April 3, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu cancelled the agreement with the UN
refugee agency, bowing to pressure from his right-wing
base to scrap the deal.

“I have no future,” Mohamed Idris, a 32-year-old
from Sudan, said as he sat on the grass in the park hop-
ing an Israeli contractor would come by and offer work.
“We do not know where the wind will blow us,” said
Idris, who arrived in Israel six years ago and rents a
room in Tel Aviv with four others. Netanyahu’s reversal
of an agreement that offered a solution for the mainly
Sudanese and Eritrean migrants came as a surprise to
many, coming only hours after he announced the deal in
a televised speech.

But in doing so, many analysts saw Netanyahu-
already under pressure over a string of graft probes-as
giving in to demands from his traditional supporters and
ministers in his right-wing government, including those
who want to see all of the migrants expelled. The pres-
ence of African migrants in Israel has become a political

issue, and Netanyahu has repeatedly referred to them as
“infiltrators”. He was hit with an avalanche of criticism
immediately after announcing the agreement with the
UN, which would have allowed thousands of migrants to
remain in Israel at least temporarily. His reversal hours
later was welcomed by some residents of south Tel Aviv,
where many of the migrants also live. “All should be
deported. This is my opinion,” south Tel Aviv resident
Meir Bachar said.

‘Color of our skin’ 
“I don’t want to sound

radical or as someone who
discriminates. It’s not right to
deport some of them and to
leave others here.” Other
Israelis have opposed their
deportation, including
Holocaust survivors who say
the country has a special
duty to migrants. A poll
released in February showed
nearly two-thirds of Jewish Israelis supported a govern-
ment plan for deportations.

Jewish Israelis opposed to the presence of the
migrants say they are only concerned about maintaining
the Jewish character of the country. Some also speak of

the migrants bringing a different culture, while others
allege they have brought the neighborhood down,
though the area near the bus station has long been eco-
nomically depressed.

Since the arrival of the migrants, African shops and
cafes have become common in the area. Some of the
migrants say they feel they are being targeted for racist
reasons. “They want to kick us out only because of the
color of our skin,” said Halofom Sultan, chairman of the

Eritrean immigrants commit-
tee. Netanyahu had worked
out the agreement with the
UN refugee agency because
he said he had little choice.

Under a previous contro-
versial plan announced in
January, his government
intended to give the migrants
a choice between leaving
voluntarily or facing indefi-
nite imprisonment with even-
tual forced expulsion. As the

migrants could face danger or imprisonment if returned
to their homelands, Israel offered to relocate them to an
unnamed African country, later revealed to be Rwanda.
Rwanda however said it would not accept the deal. The
UN agreement provided a compromise by which a mini-

mum of 16,250 migrants would be resettled in Western
nations. In exchange, Israel would grant temporary resi-
dency to one migrant for each one resettled elsewhere,
bringing some certainty to their legal situation.

‘Then I ran away’ 
According to interior ministry figures, there are cur-

rently some 42,000 African migrants in Israel, half of
them children, women or men with families who are not
facing immediate deportation. They began entering Israel
in 2007, after perilous journeys that led them to what
was then a porous Egyptian border.  The border has
since been strengthened, all but ending illegal crossings.

With the UN deal now cancelled, Israel is still report-
edly hoping to deport migrants to a third country-
Uganda. But Uganda has said it cannot accept migrants
expelled involuntarily. In her small apartment on a recent
day, Yordonsh Tekla, a 28-year-old Eritrean, was cooking
lunch to invite her friends for Easter. Pictures of Jesus
hung on the wall. “My husband came to Israel in 2010,”
she said. “After that the Eritrean authorities jailed me and
my mother-in-law for one week... Then I ran away and
arrived in Israel in 2011.” Fredi Karabuskel, also from
Eritrea, said he could not return home and did not want
to be sent to an unfamiliar African nation. “I really think
people here are OK, but the prime minister hates black
people,” he said.”What he’s doing is racism.”  —AFP

African migrants lament Netanyahu reversal
Bibi has repeatedly referred to them as ‘infiltrators’
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As life improves, some
Iraqi’s still seeking
refuge in the past
BAGHDAD: From his 13th-floor balcony in central Baghdad,
Salam Atta Sabri likes to reminisce about his city’s storied past -
the years before Saddam Hussein and the US-led invasion which
forever changed it. On an overcast afternoon in spring, the 55-
year-old artist pointed to stalwarts of Baghdad’s historic centre
such as the 13th century palace of the Abbasid caliphs, and the
city’s ambling, literary heart around Mutanabbi Street.

Over coffee, he leafed through recent ink drawings of the city.
“I remember walking those very streets when I was a boy_
before everything changed.” Raised in Baghdad by a renowned
artist father, Sabri left Iraq in the 1990s, when crippling economic
sanctions made life unbearable, he said. “Even when I lived in Los
Angeles or Amman, my dream to return to Baghdad was always
with me,” he said. “In my dream, there would be a new reality on
the ground, a new freedom, that’s why I chose to return.”

But when Sabri came back in 2005 - two years after the US-
led invasion which toppled Saddam and left a fractured country -
Baghdad was a city under siege. One of the ripple effects of the
2003 invasion was sectarian warfare, which irreparably changed
Baghdad and its historically pluralistic society. Kidnappings,
killings and forced displacements of civilians by Sunni insurgents
and Shiite militias were commonplace.  Religious minorities were
threatened enough to leave en masse, either for the north or
overseas. “But through it all she has always remained Baghdad
mon amour, Baghdad my love,” Sabri said. 

Concrete slabs
Sabri’s reverence for Baghdad and its past as a centre for

art and learning, is echoed by many, both young and old -
those who remember a pre-2003 Iraq and those who don’t.
But the city is now a shell of what it once was. Security
checkpoints obstruct once open streets and its famed hybrid
architecture which married traditional brick homes with the
modernist buildings by Le Corbusier and Rifat Chadirji, has
been subsumed by concrete blast walls.  Power outages are
commonplace and heavy-duty generators spew dark fumes,
adding to some of the worst pollution in a smog-heavy
region. Raw untreated sewage is still dumped into the Tigris
and there are few accessible riverbanks and open spaces for
children to play. 

This decade-long decline in quality of life has given rise
to nostalgia for pre-1980 Iraq - the year the country was
plunged into its first of several wars. But this is a dangerous
airbrushing of Iraq’s authoritarian past, said Hadi Al Najjar,
the president of the Society of Iraqi Photographers.

“Before 2003, we couldn’t have an open conversation in a
cafe in Baghdad without worrying about someone informing
on us, or us informing on each other. At least now, we no
longer need to censor ourselves.” And while those like Sabri
seek solace in memories, other Baghdad residents are look-
ing forward with growing hope.

They say the situation in the capital has improved
recently as the rate of security incidents has slowed and a
strict curfew was lifted in 2015, allowing restaurants to
flourish in well to-do districts like Mansour.  “Since 2003,
we’ve just been trying to survive,” said Mustafa Younes, a
27-year-old pharmacy worker, who said he’d lost two
brothers during bombings in Baghdad in the last decade.
“But now, for the first time, we are starting to think about
the future.”  — Reuters


