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BUDAPEST: Hungary’s anti-immigrant Prime Minister Viktor
Orban basked yesterday in the glory of a bulldozer election
triumph that delighted other nationalists but sent a chill
through civil society groups and portended fresh battles with
Brussels. Near-complete results showed that Orban’s right-
wing Fidesz party romped home with almost half the vote
(48.8 percent), highly likely
giving it a two-thirds majori-
ty and a legislative carte
blanche.

Addressing ecstatic, flag-
waving supporters in
Budapest late on Sunday
before a patriotic singalong,
Orban said the “destiny-
deciding victory” gave
Hungarians “the opportunity
to defend themselves and to
defend Hungary”. His win,
which decimated a cautious-
ly optimistic opposition and was even more crushing than
expected, followed strong election performances from other
parties portraying themselves as anti-system such as in Italy
in March and in Austria and Germany last year.

Far-right praise -
Congratulations from allies poured in for Orban, long a

thorn in the EU’s side, who styles himself as the defender of
Christian Europe against the “poison” of immigration and the
“globalist elite”. In Poland, whose government like Budapest
has clashed with Brussels over worries about the rule of law,
right-wing Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki wished
Orban success “for Hungary and for Europe”.

Poland’s deputy foreign minister said the win confirmed
central Europe’s “emancipation” while anti-migrant Czech
President Milos Zeman’s spokesman hailed “another defeat

for the dehumanised politics and hate media”. French
National Front head Marine Le Pen said the “EU’s reversal of
values and mass immigration were rejected again” while
Brexiteer Nigel Farage called Orban the EU’s “biggest night-
mare”. Beatrix von Storch from the Alternative for Germany
(AfD) said it was a “bad day for the EU and a good one for

Europe”. European Commission
chief Jean-Claude Juncker will
write to Orban to congratulate
him on his “clear victory”, a
spokesman told reporters in
Brussels yesterday. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel con-
gratulated Orban and called for
cooperation, her spokesman
Steffen Seibert told a news con-
ference. Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz, who swept to
power last year on an anti-immi-
gration platform and is in coali-

tion with far-right populists, also congratulated Orban on
Twitter.

From rebel to patriot 
Orban, 54, became a household name as a young student

in 1989 in the dying days of communism with a stirring
speech demanding Soviet troops go home. As one of the
brightest stars in newly democratic “new” Europe, Orban co-
founded Fidesz and anchored it firmly in the centre-right
with a focus on family and Christian values.

The father-of-five learned from a rocky first term as
prime minister from 1998-2002. He bounced back in 2010
with a two-thirds majority, a feat he repeated four years lat-
er. He shook up Hungary’s judiciary, brought state media
under closer control many independent titles have been
bought up by Orban allies-and tacked hard-right during

Europe’s 2015 migrant crisis. Building razor-wire anti-
migrant fences on Hungary’s borders with Serbia and
Croatia, Orban has railed against what he says are the dan-
gers to European culture and security posed by mass Muslim

immigration. During the most recent election campaign he
ramped up his attacks on financier and philanthropist George
Soros as the malign mastermind of a “global elite” seeking to
flood Europe with foreigners. —AFP

Hungary’s anti-immigrant PM   
basks after election walkover

‘The opportunity to defend themselves and to defend Hungary’

News in brief

Pope supports migrants
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis issued a warning to
Catholics who criticize his calls to welcome migrants
with open arms, in a much-awaited text published yes-
terday. The Argentine pontiff has put the plight of peo-
ple fleeing war, persecution and poverty at the heart of
his five-year papacy, putting him at odds with a wave
of anti-immigrant sentiment in many parts of the
world.  In the third apostolic exhortation of his pontifi-
cate-a guideline on how Catholics can strive for “holi-
ness”-the 81-year-old unexpectedly hit out at his crit-
ics. “Some Catholics consider the situation of migrants
to be a secondary issue,” he wrote. “That a politician
looking for votes might say such a thing is under-
standable, but not a Christian for whom the only prop-
er attitude is to stand in the shoes of those brothers
and sisters of ours who risk their lives to offer a future
to their children.” —AFP 

Indonesia mastermind jailed 
JAKARTA: The convicted mastermind of a deadly twin
bombing in Jakarta last year claimed by the Islamic
State group was sentenced to nine years in prison yes-
terday. Kiki Muhamad Iqbal, 38, was found guilty of
organizing the suicide attacks that killed three police-
men and injured a dozen others at a busy bus station in
the sprawling capital. Ahmad Sukri and Ikhwan Nur
Salam, who died when they blew themselves up in the
huge explosions in May 2017, had attended a mosque
where Iqbal gave fiery sermons calling on Muslims to
“die as martyrs”, the North Jakarta court heard. “(The
defendant has been) proven, legally and convincingly,
of committing the crime of plotting and mobilizing oth-
ers to commit a criminal act of terrorism,” presiding
judge Purwanto said. It was less than the 12-year jail
term that prosecutors had demanded. Iqbal, who was
arrested two weeks after the bombings, pleaded not
guilty and said he had no knowledge that the two men
would carry out an attack. —AFP 

S Korean ex-prez indicted 
SEOUL: Former South Korean president Lee Myung-
bak was formally indicted for corruption yesterday,
becoming the latest of the country’s ex-leaders to face
criminal charges.  The CEO-turned-president who
served from 2008 to 2013 has been charged with
bribery, power abuse, embezzlement, and tax evasion,
state prosecutors said in a statement. It comes just
days after Lee’s successor as president, Park Geun-
hye, was jailed for 24 years for corruption. “We will
thoroughly retrieve the criminal proceeds that were
accumulated by Lee through illegal means,” prosecu-
tor Han Dong-hoon told reporters. Lee was detained
late last month but has since refused to be interrogated
by prosecutors. He has denied any wrongdoing and
has denounced the investigation as a “political
revenge”. If convicted of all the allegations, the septua-
genarian Lee could be jailed for life, Yonhap news
agency reported. —AFP 

UN troops attacked 
BANGUI: United Nations troops came under attack
overnight in the heart of the capital of the Central
African Republic (CAR), a UN spokesman said yester-
day. The incident occurred shortly after UN peace-
keepers and CAR troops launched an operation target-
ing armed groups in a flashpoint district of Bangui. At
least two people were killed and dozens wounded dur-
ing the joint operation, according to UN and medical
sources. Hours later, UN troops were attacked in the
institutional district of Bangui, near the presidential
palace, in the first such incident since President
Faustin-Archange Touadera was elected in 2016.
“There was an attack lasting about half an hour, which
singled out MINUSCA,” the mission’s spokesman,
Vladimir Monteiro, said. “We are checking who was
behind the attack. We returned fire and sent reinforce-
ments. The attack was not directed against a CAR
institution.” —AFP 

Destiny
deciding 
victory

UK to launch 
crime blitz as 
violence rises 
LONDON: British Home Secretary Amber Rudd vowed
yesterday to do “whatever it takes” to curb crime as she
unveils a new multi-million pound response to a surge in
violence in London and elsewhere. The new initiative,
backed by £40 million (46 million euros, $56 million) in
funding, aims to steer young people away from crime and
tackle violent drug-dealing gangs, according to Britain’s
interior ministry. It comes after a deadly start to 2018 in
the British capital in which a spate of stabbings and shoot-
ings has left more than 50 people dead-pushing its murder
rate higher than New York’s in recent months.

“As a government we will never stand by while acid is
thrown or knives wielded,” Rudd will say in a speech in
London. “I am clear that we must do whatever it takes to
tackle this so that no parent has to bury their child. “A cru-
cial part of our approach will be focusing on and investing
more in prevention and early intervention.” Rudd is set to
announce the introduction within weeks of new laws tar-
geting offensive weapons, including action to stop knives
being sent to residential addresses after they are bought
on the internet.

She will also call on social media companies to do more
to rid the web of violent gang content. There are funds for
new “community projects” for young people and a coordi-
nation centre targeting national drug dealing networks, the
interior ministry said. Following a rise in violent crime in
towns and cities across Britain, the Conservative govern-
ment has faced criticism for years of cuts to police funding
and a reduction in officers. 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn said Sunday that Rudd

and Prime Minister Theresa May were “ignoring their
record” and there were 21,000 fewer officers than in 2010.
But the government insists the rise in robbery, knife and
gun crime is due to improvements in police recording and
a rise in drug dealing. London’s Metropolitan Police
deployed an additional 300 officers over the weekend to
areas most impacted by crime after a particularly violent

week. Mayor Sadiq Khan, who has devolved powers over
policing, announced he would host a summit today, as he
faced pressure to act over the crime spike. Rudd, Police
Commissioner Cressida Dick, London MPs and other local
leaders from across the capital were among those invited,
according to City Hall. The Home Office declined to con-
firm whether Rudd would attend the meeting.  —AFP 

BUDAPEST: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban (C) celebrates from the podium on the bank of the
Danube River after winning the parliamentary election with members of his FIDESZ party. —AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labour party leader Jeremy Corbyn (L) and The Mayor of London,
Sadiq Khan arrive for the launch of Labour’s local election campaign.— AFP 

Northern Ireland: A 
fragile peace 
tested by Brexit
BELFAST: Two decades after the Good Friday Agreement
formally ended the conflict in Northern Ireland, the peace
process remains fragile and Brexit is provoking concerns
over its durability. The accord, signed on April 10, 1998, by
the British and Irish governments and local political par-
ties, ended 30 years of unrest that had left more than
3,500 dead. It came four years after the Irish Republican
Army (IRA), which had waged a deadly campaign of
bombings and shootings in Northern Ireland and mainland
Britain against London’s rule on the island, declared a his-
toric ceasefire.

“I have been a member of the Labour Party for 54 years
and a parliamentarian for 32 years and nothing in my life
has compared with 5.30 pm on Good Friday, April 10,
1998,” Paul Murphy, a British Foreign Office minister for
Northern Ireland at the time, told reporters as the anniver-
sary approached. Since then violence by the IRA and
unionist paramilitary groups fighting for continued British
rule of the province, has receded.

But communities continue to be divided along sectarian
lines and political tensions remain-most pointedly around
devolved governance. Northern Ireland has been without
an executive for 15 months after a power-sharing adminis-
tration between the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) and
nationalist party Sinn Fein, in place since 2007, collapsed
acrimoniously. “A lot of people are wondering really how
much has Northern Ireland changed in 20 years if the
communities are so divided,” Siobhan Fenton, author of the
forthcoming book “The Good Friday Agreement”, said.

‘Chuckle Brothers’ 
Former Ulster Unionist Party leader Mike Nesbitt

believes power-sharing in Belfast has been successful for
“only one year”-when Ian Paisley, of the DUP, and one-
time IRA commander Martin McGuinness, of Sinn Fein,
ruled together through 2007. “(They) got on so well they
became known as the Chuckle Brothers,” he said. “These
two old enemies came together and... put a smile on their

face and they made the effort to get along.” The accord,
reflecting “the unique nature of Northern Ireland”, was not
intended to be “a one-off agreement”, according to
Fenton. Instead, “it has to be constantly updated to
respond to the different events and social changes in soci-
ety.” Others have been more sceptical from the outset of
the agreement. “If the agreement was perfect, we wouldn’t
have the crisis we actually have in Stormont”, said Ian
Paisley Jr., a DUP lawmaker in Westminster.

The DUP was the only major political group in
Northern Ireland to oppose the deal in 1998, citing too
many concessions to nationalists. Giada Lagana, a political
science academic at the National University of Ireland
Galway, told AFP the deal was an “ingenious compromise
where everything is subject to interpretation”. However, its

interpretive nature has led to recurring disagreements over
certain key provisions. Britain’s domestic politics has also
complicated the picture. Conservative Prime Minister
Theresa May’s minority Government remains in power only
with the support of 10 Westminster lawmakers with the fer-
vently pro-Brexit DUP, sparking fears over their influence.

The impact of Britain’s impending departure from the
European Union on Northern Ireland has many worried,
particularly because of the prospect of the return of a
physical border with the Republic of Ireland, an EU mem-
ber. New Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald told
reporters in London in February that Brexit was “not com-
patible” with the agreement. Brexit will also result in the
loss of a key channel for dialogue among peace process
stakeholders, according to Lagana. —AFP

BELFAST: In this file photo taken on March 2, 2017 a Sinn Fein party election worker dressed up as a croco-
dile stands behind a banner referring to Brexit outside a polling station in Belfast, as voters in Northern
Ireland go to the polls to elect a new Assembly. —AFP 


