
The crushing re-election victory of Hungary’s Viktor
Orban may have delighted populists around Europe,
but the anti-immigration hardliner’s triumph looks

set to prolong the fractious relationship between Brussels
and Budapest. Congratulations for Orban from the leading
political group in the European Parliament and European
Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker were tempered by
warnings that Hungary must live up to the bloc’s values.

The EU has clashed repeatedly with Orban’s govern-
ment during its past two terms over a number of issues
including Hungary’s crackdown on foreign-funded univer-
sities and NGOs, its hardline stance on migrants and
alleged misuse of funding from the bloc. Juncker’s
spokesman Margaritis Schinas said the former
Luxembourg PM would congratulate Orban in a letter and
phonecall, but also struck a warning note.

“The European Union is a union of democracies and
values. President Juncker and the commission believe that
the defense of these values and principles is a common
duty for all member states, without exception,” Schinas
said. The EU has launched a barrage of legal action
against Orban’s government, taking it to the bloc’s top
court over a crackdown on education and foreign-backed
civil society groups that critics say targets US billionaire
George Soros.

The European Commission has also brought a case
against Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic over their
refusal to accept quotas for asylum seekers. But Orban has
remained defiant in the face of both criticism and legal
action from Brussels and the bloc faces a challenge in try-
ing to either cajole or compel him to cooperate.

‘Talk straight to him’ 
Orban’s Fidesz party is part of the European People’s

Party (EPP), the dominant force in the European
Parliament which also includes German Chancellor

Angela Merkel’s CDU party, and some critics say this
has given him political cover in Brussels. Yesterday,
Manfred Weber, the head of the EPP bloc in the parlia-
ment, congratulated Orban on Twitter, saying he was
looking forward to “continuing working with you
towards common solutions to our European challenges”.

Left-leaning groups in parliament condemned the
EPP’s support for Orban, with German MEP Sylvia-
Yvonne Kaufmann, of the Socialists and Democrats, say-
ing they needed to “talk straight to him, instead of flatter-
ing him with visits and invitations”. It has been suggested

the EU could launch so-called Article 7 sanctions over
Hungary’s alleged breaches of the bloc’s values, which
could strip it of its voting rights, but such a move would
almost certainly be vetoed by Budapest’s ally Poland.

Daniel  Mikecz of the Republikon Institute, a
Hungarian thinktank, said that on the European stage, if
not domestically, Fidesz could be open to persuasion by
the EPP. “Fidesz value their membership of the EPP and
their good relations with the German conservatives -
those two actors could be a moderating influence,”

Mikecz said. Similarly, Agoston Mraz of the Nezopont
Group thinktank said much would hinge on a meeting
Orban has proposed with Merkel and the leaders of
Poland, Slovakia and the Czech Republic-which make up
the Visegrad Four group with Hungary.

In an interview with AFP, Weber insisted that the
EPP’s backing for Orban was not unconditional, stressing
that Fidesz must respect the “fundamental values” of the
EU. “On one hand there is the election. We must respect
the outcome of the decision made by the voters. On the
other one, we have a clear request and clear expectations
to what Viktor Orban must deliver to be part of the EPP,”
Weber told AFP. But Fidesz has already pledged to forge
ahead with a new “Stop Soros” package of legislation,
setting the stage for fresh clashes with the EU.

Massive victory
Orban’s massive victory - with around 49 percent of

the vote and potentially gaining a two-thirds majority in
parliament - comes after eurosceptic and anti-EU par-
ties made big inroads in elections in Austria and Italy.
Praise for Orban has flooded in from allies such as
Poland, far-right leaders like Marine Le Pen of the
French National Front and staunch anti-EU campaigners
like Nigel Farage of Britain’s UKIP. Joachim Fritz-
Vannahme, an analyst with the Bertelsmann Stiftung
thinktank, said Orban’s win could be an unpleasant fore-
taste for Brussels of next year’s elections to the
European Parliament.

“We already have almost a third of MEPs who are
anti-Europe or eurosceptic, from UKIP to Marine Le
Pen,” he told AFP. “If we take the results in Italy, Hungary
and Austria it ’s clear there is a very strong anti-
European current which is going to dominate the char-
acter and temperament of the next European
Parliament.” —AFP
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Will closure of 
Backpage dent 
Britain’s sex 
slave trade?

Britain’s sex slave trade is unlikely to be dented by the
closure of the sex marketplace website Backpage as
traffickers use dozens of sites to advertise and sell their

victims, according to police and anti-trafficking experts. US
law enforcement agencies last week shut Backpage.com - a
classified advertising site primarily used to sell sex - which
some analysts believe accounted for 80 percent of online sex
trafficking in the United States including of under-age girls.

In Britain dozens of adverts offering sexual services were
listed daily on the affiliated Backpage.co.uk before it was
closed, and as many as one in 20 may have involved victims of
slavery, according to an exclusive analysis by Thomson
Reuters. But analysts said online sex slavery was more compli-
cated in Britain than in the United States with Backpage just the
tip of the iceberg as police are monitoring at least 50 other
sites for cases and trialling software to spot ads posted by traf-
fickers. “(In Britain) you have many more of these listings sites
where sex ads are posted,” said Wade Shen, a program manag-
er at the US Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA), which is the US Department of Defense’s research
arm. More than 8,500 ads for sexual services are posted online
every month in Britain - where it is legal to buy and sell sex but
soliciting and pimping are banned - according to the police.
“Criminals can hide among the sheer volume of online ads,”
Dan Parkinson, a detective sergeant with Britain’s national anti-
slavery policing unit, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

‘New, young, fresh’
Yet traffickers often leave traces which can help police to

spot cases of slavery among ads posted by willing sex work-
ers. The same contact number, username and blurb across
multiple ads are possible indicators, while descriptions such as
‘new’, ‘young’ and ‘fresh’ may mean the woman is underage or
a slave, said Thomson Reuters analysts who examined
Backpage for months. Other signs include refusing to talk
terms over the phone, photos of faces - as most sex workers
prefer privacy - and being willing to visit clients in the early
hours, said a woman who was forced to sell sex by a pimp in
Britain over several years. “Technology has created a new age
of pimping,” she said by email, asking to remain anonymous.
“It’s easy for pimps, profits are lucrative, and the likelihood of
being caught is minimal.”

While it is hard to pinpoint the extent to which women and
girls are sold online for sex in Britain, 166 anti-slavery police
operations involved sex exploitation as of the start of the year
- up from 102 in early 2017 - according to police data. Britain’s
anti-slavery helpline has received a rising number of calls
about adult services and listing websites, said Andrew Wallis,
founder of the charity Unseen which runs the service.
“Traffickers are increasingly harnessing the power of the web
to recruit, control and exploit victims,” Wallis said. At least
13,000 people across Britain are estimated by the government
to be victims of forced labour, sex exploitation and domestic
servitude - but police say the true figure could be in the tens
of thousands with anti-slavery investigations rising.

Going underground
The police are trialling software to automate the process of

trawling websites to identify ads posted by traffickers, and
working with banks to investigate suspicious online payments.
They are also demanding greater cooperation from the adult
service sites to share data about users who buy sex, said Phil
Brewer, chief of the Metropolitan Police’s anti-slavery squad.
“We have warned these websites that if they’re not ready to
work with us, then we are prepared to take action,” Brewer said.

However under Britain’s sexual offences and modern slav-
ery laws, a website could only be prosecuted if they were
shown to have knowingly facilitated human trafficking, said
Caroline Haughey, a barrister at London-based law firm
Furnival Chambers. And even in such cases, taking action
could put victims of sex trafficking in even greater danger,
police and lawyers say. “If you prevent something being easily
free and available, and make it criminal, you will drive it under-
ground,” Haughey said. “Then it becomes harder to trace, and
harder to police.” While adult service websites are used by
traffickers, they also protect countless women who choose to
sell sex, according to sex worker collectives which fear the
prospect of Britain considering a US-style law targeting online
sex marketplaces. The US Senate last month passed a law
aimed at penalizing websites that facilitate online sex traffick-
ing, and fail to keep all exploitative material off their platforms.
“Such legislation ... will do next to nothing to protect sex traf-
ficking victims,” said Caty Simon of Tits and Sass, a blog for
sex workers. “It will simply dissolve the communities - most of
which are online - that sex workers rely on for survival.”

Cat-and-mouse
Britain has been considered a leader in the world’s drive to

end trafficking since passing the 2015 Modern Slavery Act to
fight a crime affecting an estimated 40 million people globally.
Yet three years on, anti-slavery activists say the law has not
been utilized fully to jail traffickers, support victims or drive
firms to scrutinise their supply chains for forced labor.

Nazir Afzal, a former British chief prosecutor, said efforts to
tackle online sex trafficking are hindered by limited police
resources and a lack of computing expertise and experience.
“We have this online Wild West where people are exploiting
others with impunity in plain sight,” said Afzal, who prosecuted
some of the highest-profile cases of sex slavery in Britain. “It’s
like a game of cat-and-mouse, but the cat has two legs tied
together.”  —Reuters

Orban win means more headaches

SE Asian social 
ventures lift poor 
out of poverty

For the 48 families who once lived in
shanties and rundown tenements
around Manila, going to work meant

hour-long commutes in crowded jeepneys
and tricycles. Now, they walk a few hundred
metres along the tree-lined Enchanted Farm
site in Bulacan, about 40 km north of Manila,
to one of its half dozen social enterprises -
businesses which address social problems
while making a profit. From making peanut
butter to designing plush toys, the businesses
developed in-house have enabled the former
slum dwellers to escape poverty and improve
their lives. 

“The poor do not have many options for
work, but social enterprises are a great way
to generate jobs and incomes, and benefit
many more in the community,” said Joni
Morales, a manager at Gawad Kalinga, which
runs Enchanted Farm. “Everyone who lives
here works here, and can themselves become
entrepreneurs one day.”

Experts said such efforts to narrow grow-
ing inequality could get a boost if the Senate
approves the Poverty Reduction Through
Social Entrepreneurship Bill, designed to
include the sector in development plans and
increase training and access to funding. One
in five Filipinos is poor, living on less than
$1.25 per day, according to the World Bank,
even as the economy has among the fastest
rates of growth in the world.

In the meantime, local universities offer
degrees in social enterprise, and the number
of ventures has more than tripled in the last
decade to 165,000, according to a study by
the British Council and the Philippine Social
Enterprise Network (PSEN). “For the mar-
ginalized with little education and few
resources, social enterprises are often the
only option for financial security, sustainabili-

ty and empowerment,” said Gomer Padong at
PSEN, which is pushing for the passage of
the bill. “They are particularly relevant for the
Philippines, as the poor are increasingly
locked out of private sector-focused devel-
opment,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

Peanut butter
At Enchanted Farm, residents built their

own two-room homes with materials gifted
by donors, each family putting in about 500
so-called “sweat equity” hours to be included
in a lottery for the homes that they then own.
Gawad Kalinga’s founder Antonio Meloto
aims to lift 5 million out of poverty by 2024
through social enterprises. Like Bayani Brew,
a line of natural beverages made from ingre-
dients such as lemongrass and pandan leaves. 

Originally formulated by resident Linda
Maningas, a group of women at Enchanted
Farm test different concoctions, and the bev-
erages are sold in a number of retail outlets,
including at Manila’s international airport.
“This is something I did, and it’s nice to see
that there is a whole range,” Maningas said, as
she handed a bottle priced at 50 pesos ($1) to
a visitor in her small shop selling snacks out-
side her home. “Having your own home and
your own business gives you security,” said
Maningas, 52, who has lived there since 2008.

Other businesses include First Harvest -
partly funded by Australian Aid - which makes
peanut butter and other spreads, and Plush
and Play, set up by a French well-wisher, that
makes stuffed toys resembling vegetables and
fruits. A sister organization, Human Nature,
makes skincare and bodycare products with
ingredients such as coconut, aloe and lemon-
grass sourced from poor farmers. Its employ-
ees include Enchanted Farm residents, as well
as slum-dwellers. New ideas are hatched con-
stantly, including by youth who cannot afford
to go to college. They are trained to become
social entrepreneurs. “Otherwise their only
option is to go overseas to work in low-pay-
ing jobs. This gets them out of poverty, gives
them dignity, and benefits the larger commu-
nity,” Morales said.

Embroidery
But awareness among regional lawmakers is

still “relatively low” and they have been slow to
yield to policy demands, said Tristan Ace, British
Council’s global social enterprise lead. There is
cause for optimism, though. Vietnam revised its
law for businesses a few years ago to include a
social enterprise article, while Malaysia has a
three-year strategy to expand such ventures.
“Although the argument for why social enter-
prise is a route to support inclusive and sustain-
able development is powerful, the evidence base
is not particularly well developed,” Ace said.

“For risk averse governments, evidence and
practical examples are vital,” he said, adding
that the British Council is surveying social enter-
prises across Southeast Asia to quantify their
impact to encourage further legislation. In
Thailand, home to some 10,000 social enter-
prises, the government set up a Social
Enterprise Office in 2010. Even though a draft
social enterprise promotion act has stalled, busi-
nesses with a social mission are flourishing. 

The Sikkha Asia Foundation trains older

women who cannot do physically demanding
work in Klong Toey, Bangkok’s largest slum, to
fashion embroidered fabric from poor Karan,
Akha and Hmong tribes in northern Thailand
into bags, runners and book covers. They also
make jewellery and articles from repurposed
rice bags, designed by a Japanese artist, which
gives them an edge in the market for products
that do good, said Nalynya Jaroonruangrit at
the Foundation.

Another venture focuses on female refugees
and asylum seekers who have little education
and are legally not allowed to work, using their
traditional skills in embroidery and intricate
henna designs, to make bags, pouches, note-
books and t-shirts. “These are the most vulnera-
ble of people,” said Bernardo Miranda, whose
venture in Bangkok, which he declined to name,
works with about 40 women from Vietnam,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. “Businesses have more
resources, but social enterprises are more suited
for such a niche group because they are quite
hard to reach, and need flexibility, and a focus
that is not on profits.”  —Reuters
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Women sew stuffed toys at Plush and Play, one of about half a dozen social enterprises
that engage residents at Gawad Kalinga’s Enchanted Farm in Bulacan, Philippines on
March 14, 2018. 
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