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MANCHESTER: Manchester City must overturn a 3-0
deficit against Liverpool in the second leg of their
Champions League quarter-final tie today and manager
Pep Guardiola said that will require “the perfect game”
from his players.

City go into the match on the back of a 3-2 defeat in
the Premier League to rivals Manchester United on
Saturday when a win would have secured the title.
Guardiola’s side gave up a two goal lead in that game
and they know that even a
single slip-up against
Liverpool will make their
task of progressing to the
semi-finals almost impossi-
ble. “Of course to go through
you have to make the perfect
game, create chances, be
clinical, concede few
chances, all the conditions
have to be perfect,” said the
Spaniard. “The result is
tough but we have 90 min-
utes and in football anything can happen. What we are
going to do is try. We have to score the first one, then
make the second one. We’ll see the momentum, try to
keep it longer and then we’ll see,” he added.

City conceded their six goals in the past two games

during a pair of intense short spells and Guardiola said
they have to be ready to deal with adversity. “If we
concede, don’t give up - it’s more than 90 minutes.  We
have very often created a lot of chances in short period
of time and we have to be clinical. And if we are not
clinical then move on to the next one,” he said.

City were eliminated last season in the last 16 by
Monaco and it would be a disappointment for them to
fail to make the last four after such a dominant season

domestically. But the former
Barcelona manager believes
that his side is growing and
will soon be among the real
elite of European football.

“We need titles in Europe
- it’s complicated but you
need nights that make you
understand it,” he said.
“Beating Barca (last season)
was so special because we
know they’re the best team
in the world but it will hap-

pen sooner or later. “With what this club has done in
the last 10 years in terms of creating facilities and mak-
ing it bigger it will happen. (To compete with) the big
clubs you need time but hopefully we can do it. Maybe
next year but soon it will happen.”
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BERLIN: Less than 24 hours after securing a sixth
successive Bundesliga title, Jupp Heynckes cut Bayern
Munich’s celebrations short as they aim for a seventh
Champions League semi-final appearance in nine
seasons. “We want to take everything this season that
there is to take-and this team has got big ambitions,”
said Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.  Only
Real Madrid and AC Milan have enjoyed more suc-
cess on the continent than five-time European cham-
pions Bayern, who are bidding for a second treble in
five years. 

Thiago Alcantara’s headed winner earned Bayern a
2-1 victory at Sevilla in last week’s quarter-final first
leg, leaving the Germans in control going into
Wednesday’s return at the Allianz Arena. Bayern
clinched a record-extending 28th German league title
on Saturday with a 4-1 thrashing of Augsburg to con-
tinue their domestic dominance that dates back to
2012. But the following day, those not involved from
the start in Augsburg-including Robert Lewandowski,
Thomas Mueller, Javi Martinez and Mats Hummels-
were put through their paces on the training ground.
“It’s nice to see how everyone worked hard (at
Augsburg),” said Mueller.  “This will has been with us
for the whole season, we hope it will carry us a bit
further.” With the Bundesliga wrapped up, Bayern
turn their focus to Europe.  Since the Bavarians lost
the 2010 final to Jose Mourinho’s Inter Milan, only
holders Real Madrid have reached the last four of the
Champions League more often than Bayern.

The Spanish giants have managed it seven times in
eight seasons, while Bayern have done so on six
occasions. Bayern missed out on the semi-finals a
year ago, losing to Real in the quarter-finals, and in
2011 when they were knocked out in the last 16 by
Inter Milan. The 72-year-old Heynckes led Bayern to
the 2013 Champions League title when Arjen Robben
scored the winner in a 2-1 victory over Borussia
Dortmund.  Under Heynckes’ successor Pep
Guardiola, Bayern were knocked out at the semi-final
stage in each of his three seasons-every time at the
hands of Spanish opposition.

Heynckes replaced Carlo Ancelotti in October
after Bayern were crushed 3-0 away by Paris Saint-
Germain in the group stage. At the time, Bayern
trailed then-leaders Dortmund by five points in
Germany. 

“When he took over, Jupp said that it would be
difficult to make up the five points-now we have more
than 20 on Dortmund,” beamed Rummenigge.  “The
team and Jupp did a great job. “What I like about this
team, it goes on, on and on and is not arrogant.  “The
team is already focused on Wednesday-we really
want to reach the semi-finals of the Champions
League.” Bayern could yet repeat their 2013 treble, as
they face Bayer Leverkusen in the semi-finals of the
German Cup later this month for a place in the May
19 showpiece. —AFP
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MADRID: Fernando Torres has confirmed this season will
be his last playing for Atletico Madrid, the striker’s boy-
hood club.  Torres enjoys hero status at Atletico, where he
came through the ranks as a teenager and made his first-
team debut, aged 17 in 2001. 

But, after spells away at Liverpool, Chelsea and AC
Milan, the 34-year-old’s second stint in the Spanish capital
has largely been as a back-up. Torres has started only
three La Liga games this season under coach Diego
Simeone. 

“I’d like to take this opportunity to confirm that this is
my last season at the club,” Torres said yesterday. “I felt I
should let the fans know, as they have given me so much
love and affection. “Both the club and I knew that this
moment was going to come. I think it is the best moment,
accepting the reality that I am in, you see the prominence
that I have in the team and maybe it is time to make way
for others.” 

Torres scored 76 league goals during his first five sea-
sons at Atletico and after making an emotional return, he
had hoped to retire at the club. In between, a superb four
years at Liverpool had been followed by difficult periods
at both Chelsea and Milan, where Torres never rediscov-
ered his lethal touch.

“For me it is very difficult to say goodbye to this club
for the second time, because my head and my idea was to
hang up my boots here,” Torres said. “But things do not
always work out the way you want. I feel very well and I
want to continue playing. I do not know if in two, three or
five years I’ll look for a different situation. 

“I do not have any team or competition (decided), since
we have made the decision not long ago. So now we listen
to the proposals and among these proposals we will have
to decide.”  It has been suggested that Torres does not see

eye-to-eye with Simeone, who is also something of an icon
at Atleti, having played for five years there, before coach-
ing the team to the La Liga title in 2014. 

“My relationship with Simeone is normal, it’s profes-
sional,” Torres said. “I’ve always said that I’m not going to
participate in any division with Simeone. There is no prob-
lem with the coach, nor with anyone in the club, it’s a deci-
sion that is exclusively mine.” 

Torres was struggling at Chelsea when Atleti won the
league four years ago, meaning the only trophy he has lift-

ed with the club is a Segunda Division title in 2002.
Atletico, however, are strong favourites in this season’s
Europa League and the possibility remains that the for-
ward will sign off after a victorious final in Lyon on May
16.  Torres has scored 113 goals in 330 appearances for
Atletico. He also won the World Cup with Spain in 2010, as
well as the European Championships in 2008 and 2012.
“This second stage (at Atletico) has been magnificent,”
Torres said. “I have lived magical moments and I am sure
that I have others to live.”   — AFP
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Roma v Barcelona 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 2

Manchester City v Liverpool 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 1

MANCHESTER: Liverpool’s English defender Nathaniel Clyne (L), Liverpool’s Croatian defender Dejan Lovren
(C) and Liverpool’s Dutch defender Virgil van Dijk (R) attend a training session on the eve of the UEFA
Champions League second leg quarter-final football match between Manchester City and Liverpool. — AFP

ROME: Roma coach Eusebio Di Francesco has urged his
side to believe in a “miracle” to overturn a 4-1 deficit
against Barcelona and advance to the Champions League
semi-finals today.  “We have to believe in something
important and go for it with great love and passion. They
will play their best to confirm the result but we can also
produce a miracle,” Di Francesco told a pre-match press
conference.  “It’s difficult, but we have to believe. We
stopped (Lionel) Messi (in the first leg) and we have to try
to do it again tomorrow.” Edin Dzeko scored a valuable
away goal after own goals from Daniele De Rossi and
Kostas Manolas in the Camp Nou, but the Italians need a
remarkable comeback at the Stadio Olimpico to advance
to final four for the first time since 1984.

Here are some talking points ahead of the quarter-final
second leg clash: Messi hoping for more Roman heroics
Barcelona star Lionel Messi returns to the Stadio Olimpico
where his stunning header sealed the Champions League
title in 2009 against Manchester United.  The Argentine-
back from a hamstring problem and subdued in the first
leg-warmed up with a hat-trick in a 3-1 win over Leganes
Saturday as Barcelona equalled the record longest
unbeaten run in La Liga history.  “I don’t see it as being
tied up in any way,” said Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverde ahead of the return. Messi and teammate Andres
Iniesta are poised for a milestone of 100 Champions
League appearances together. Iniesta is a veteran of 129
Champions League games, and Messi, 124.

ROMA STRUGGLING AT HOME
Roma have slipped to fourth in Serie A after a 2-0

home defeat to Fiorentina, making it three games without a
win, and a seventh home defeat. Di Francesco’s side will be
looking to avoid equalling the club’s record of eight home
defeats in all competitions going back 70 years. “Maybe

Barcelona away are not the same team as at the Camp
Nou, we will try to close down Messi wherever he is on
the pitch,” said the Roma coach. Roma have kept a clean
sheet in all of their European games at home this season
while the Catalan giants have struggled to get goals away
in the Champions League, setting the scene for a low-key
scoring affair in the Stadio Olimpico.

DZEKO PROVING HIS WORTH
From a possible sacrifice for his cash-strapped club in

January, Edin Dzeko again proved his worth to Roma with his
19th goal of the season in the first leg. After the 32-year-old’s
proposed move to Chelsea fell through in the winter transfer
window, Dzeko helped the club’s balance sheet by securing
Roma’s place in the last eight of Europe’s lucrative elite com-
petition.  And the former Manchester City striker showed his
class and his talents by getting a goal back against the
Spanish league leaders.

DECISION TIME FOR INIESTA
Andres Iniesta could be playing his final games for

Barcelona as he has said he will make a decision on
whether to accept an offer to move to China before the
end of April. Iniesta, 33, penned a new contract at Camp
Nou earlier this season but the terms of the deal allow him
to leave at the end of each season. The midfielder, who
remains an important part of Valverde’s side, has said: “I
will decide before April 30. There are still a few weeks left.
There are two options: stay at Barcelona or go to China.”

ROMA DUO RETURN FROM INJURY
Barcelona midfielder Sergio Busquets is still not fully fit as

he comes back after breaking his toe against Chelsea last
month with Philippe Coutinho not eligible to play and Lucas
Digne injured. Roma’s Radja Nainggolan has recovered from
injury while Di Francesco has said Turkish forward Cengiz
Under is fit again and will feature in the second leg. “The home
crowd can be our weapon,” warned Di Francesco. — AFP
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ROME: Roma’s midfielder from Belgium Radja Nainggolan (2ndR) takes part in a training session a day before
the Champions League quarter-final, second-leg football match AS Roma vs Barcelona yesterday. — AFP


