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PHILADELPHIA: Dwight Powell #7 of the Dallas Mavericks dunks the ball against the Philadelphia 76ers on Sunday at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. —AFP
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Sixers win, Jazz book playoff spot
LOS ANGELES: Ben Simmons scored 16 points as the
Philadelphia 76ers routed the Dallas Mavericks to
extend their winning streak to 14 games in the Eastern
Conference playoff race on Sunday. Australian star
Simmons finished with nine assists and seven
rebounds as the Sixers cruised to a 109-97 victory to
move one win clear of the Cleveland Cavaliers in the
standings.

The Sixers and the Cavs are locked in a duel for the
third seed spot in the Eastern Conference playoff pic-
ture, with Philadelphia now at 50-30 for the season,
ahead of Cleveland, who are fourth with 49-31.

Philadelphia are now assured of at least a top-four
finish in the East after Sunday’s victory at the Wells
Fargo Center. The win also guarantees Philadelphia
home court advantage for the start of the playoffs.

“To win 50 games with two games remaining, 14 in
a row, to secure home court advantage is fantastic,”
Sixers head coach Brett Brown said. “Our season has
been exceptional. The group has continued to improve
and those things are that I will remember the most.
There is a toughness to our group.”

With the injured Joel Embiid close to a return, the
Sixers will enter the postseason brimming with confi-
dence after another impressive win. Simmons was
one of five Sixers players to make double figures,
with JJ Redick leading the scoring for the home team
with 18 points.

Simmons was satisfied to reach 50 wins for the
season, two years after the Sixers finished with a dis-
mal 10-72 record at the foot of the Eastern
Conference. “It’s huge for the team,” Simmons said. “It

shows how far we’ve come for the season. 
“I think we’ve pushed through the tough times and

I think we’re getting a lot better over time ... it’s been
very enjoyable. It’s better when you’re winning.”
Harrison Barnes led the scoring for the Mavs with 21
points, with Dennis Smith Jr adding 20 points and
Dwight Powell 13.

In other games on Sunday, Donovan Mitchell
scored 28 points to help the Utah Jazz clinch a playoff
berth with a 112-97 win over the Los Angeles Lakers.
Mitchell also had nine rebounds and eight assists, and
Joe Ingles had 22 points in the win. Jae Crowder came
off the bench to score 18.

‘GREAT FEELING’ 
“It’s a great feeling to have that,” Mitchell said. “But

at the same time, we got two more games left and
want to stay where we’re at.” Also, the Indiana Pacers
are one game behind Cleveland after overpowering
the Charlotte Hornets 123-117 on the road.

Domantas Sabonis led the scoring for the Pacers
with 30 points from the bench, while Victor Oladipo
had 27 points. The Pacers improved to 48-33 with
the victory.

Elsewhere in the East, second-placed Boston suf-
fered an upset 112-106 loss to bottom team Atlanta at
the TD Garden. It was a third defeat in four games for
the Celtics, who are battling an injury crisis as they
head into the playoffs. The Celtics were rocked this
week after it was confirmed star Kyrie Irving would
miss the remainder of the season after complications
from knee surgery.—AFP

Indiana Pacers overpower Charlotte Hornets 123-117

PARIS: The world of cycling yesterday mourned
Belgian cyclist Michael Goolaerts after he died
of heart failure at the age of 23 during the gru-
elling Paris-Roubaix one-day classic race in
France. Goolaerts was found unconscious and
not breathing at the side of the road on Sunday,
after racing along one of the course’s famous
cobbled sections.

Doctors were unable to revive him at the
scene and he was flown to hospital in the north-
ern city of Lille where he died of “cardiac
arrest” surrounded by his family, his Veranda’s
Willems team said.

A video on YouTube which has been authen-
ticated by AFP showed Goolaerts failing to
negotiate a curve and shooting into a grassy
bank at high speed. It was not immediately clear
if he suffered the heart attack before crashing.

No other rider appeared to be involved. The
incident happened at around the 100-kilometre
mark of the 257-kilometre race.

‘LEFT US TOO EARLY’ 
“It is with unimaginable sadness that we have

to communicate the passing of our rider and
friend Michael Goolaerts,” his team said on
Twitter. “He died of cardiac arrest, all medical
assistance was to no avail.” His loss was felt
especially keenly in Belgium, where the Flemish
VRT broadcaster said cycling was “in mourn-
ing”. David Lappartient, president of the sport’s
governing body the UCI, said on Twitter: “I
would like to extend my deepest condolences to
the family, team and friends of Michael
Goolaerts, who left us too early today. We share
their immense sadness.”

The organisers of the Tour de France, who
are also in charge of the Paris-Roubaix, said
official race doctors had managed to reach
Goolaerts within “two to three minutes”. “They
tried to bring him back to life. In this type of
race they administer the first treatment and then
they call the local emergency services,” race
organiser Pierre-Yves Thouault told AFP.

Tour de France race director Christian

Prudhomme said Goolaerts’ team had been
delighted to receive an invitation to Sunday’s
race. “They so wanted to be on the start line,”
he said. “We are united in compassion for them.”

The winner of the race, Slovakia’s three-time
world champion Peter Sagan, paid tribute to
Goolaerts on Twitter, writing: “All the thoughts
and prayers of the @BORAhansgrohe team and
myself are with Michael Goolaerts. Such sad
news...”.

Paris-Roubaix is known as the “Hell of the
North” because a large section of the course is
made up of uneven cobbles and the riders have
to contend with thick mud in some parts.
Goolaerts became a professional rider in 2014
aged just 20, and had taken part in 20 days of
racing in 2018, including starting the Tour of
Flanders earlier this month, although he did not
finish that race.

He was yet to win any major honours in the
sport. His death echoed that of another young
Belgian rider, 22-year-old Daan Myngheer, who
died in hospital two days after suffering a heart
attack on the Criterium International race in
Corsica in 2016. In 2011, Belgium’s Wouter
Weylandt was killed in a crash during the third
stage of the Giro d’Italia. — AFP
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