
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly appears to be
on its way out with online activists advising peo-
ple to be ready for yet another parliamentary
election, after MP Hamdan Al-Azemi yesterday
surprised everyone by filing to grill HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah on
a variety of allegations including a rise in corrup-
tion. The new grilling comes only a few days after
two opposition lawmakers filed to grill Oil Minis-
ter Bakheet Al-Rasheedi over alleged corruption
and mismanagement, with reports that MP Saleh
Ashour is planning to file to grill Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh on Sunday.

Sheikh Jaber said that he would respond to the
grilling motion just as he did with earlier similar
moves. In a statement to KUNA by phone, the
prime minister emphasized that more attention
needs to be given to vital issues that necessitate
earnest work and sincere cooperation to find op-
timal solutions and to push forward national de-
velopment, thus realizing higher national
objectives.

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said
yesterday the new grilling will be placed on the
agenda of the May 1 session. Next week’s ex-
pected grilling will also be placed in the same ses-
sion if submitted. The new grilling has prompted
online activists to predict that the Assembly,
elected less than two years ago, will be dissolved,
although there were no official indications of this.
Online activists called on voters to be ready for
snap polls and also advised hopefuls to start

preparing their campaign tents.
In his grilling, Azemi accused Sheikh Jaber of

being responsible for the massive slide in Kuwait’s
position on the International Corruption Percep-
tion Index by more than 50 places from 35 in
2003 to 85 last year. He said being the head of the
government, the prime minister is responsible for
this slide and for the spread of corruption in the
country. The lawmaker said among the factors
that promoted corruption in the country is the
delay in mega projects and the increase in their
costs. He said the cost of two key roads linking
Kuwait City and Jahra has increased from KD 275
million to around KD 560 million.

Azemi said another indicator is the appoint-
ment of senior officials in key posts through in-
fluence and not competence. The lawmaker also

charged that the prime minister is responsible for
not implementing laws issued by the National As-
sembly and accepted by the government and
listed more than 10 legislations that the govern-
ment has failed to make the necessary measures
to implement. The grilling also accuses the prime
minister of being responsible for revoking the cit-
izenship of a number of Kuwaiti opposition fig-
ures who opposed government policies. It also
accuses the prime minister of being responsible
for the government’s failure to present any solu-
tion for the plight of 120,000 stateless people,
known as bedoons.

The lawmaker charged that Kuwaiti govern-
ments had in the past failed to resolve the prob-
lem but under the current prime minister, the
government deliberately refused to resolve the
crisis facing bedoons. He said as a result, a num-
ber of young bedoon men and women have com-
mitted suicide to escape their miserable life after
they were deprived of basic services and barred
from jobs. The grilling also accuses the prime min-
ister of failing to take the necessary measures to
lift the international suspension imposed on var-
ious Kuwaiti sports federations over alleged gov-
ernment interference.
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Assembly dissolution looms 
as Azemi files to grill premier

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets President
of Boeing Middle East, North Africa and Turkey Bernie Dunn at Seif Palace yesterday. The PM
said Kuwait welcomes joint projects with Boeing to benefit the national economy and support
the transfer and nationalization of modern technology, as well as provide training opportunities
and building local capabilities. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: MP Hamdan Al-Azemi arrives to file
to grill HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah yesterday. — Photo by
Joseph Shagra

PM vows response to interpellation 

Oil price soars to 
highest level on 
Mideast tensions
LONDON: Oil surged yesterday close to 3.5-year peaks on
simmering Mideast tensions and keen US demand, while
London stocks rose with drugmaker Shire boosted by a pos-
sible takeover battle. World oil prices extended Wednesday’s
gains on the back of data showing a drop in US stockpiles -
indicating improved demand - and expectations that a Rus-
sia-OPEC output cap deal will be kept in place. The market
was also propelled after OPEC kingpin reportedly stated it
wanted crude prices to top $80 per barrel as it prepares for
a gigantic listing of part of its state oil company. Tensions in
the oil-rich Middle East also kept prices elevated.

“WTI and Brent Crude have hit fresh 41-month highs after
Saudi Arabia stated they would be happy for oil to reach $80
or $100,” said market analyst David Madden at CMC Mar-
kets UK. Oil surged to summits last seen in Nov 2014, with
London Brent striking $74.74 per barrel and New York crude
touching $69.56. European equity markets meanwhile di-
verged amid lingering fears over Syria and a possible China-
US trade war, but London moved 0.2 percent higher despite
news of sliding March retail sales. — AFP 

Scientific Center 
marks Earth Day
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Scientific Center of Kuwait yesterday
marked Earth Day, which coincides with the 18th anniver-
sary of the center, which holds various educational, cul-
tural and scientific programs for visitors. Director-General
Rana Al-Nibari said staff at the Scientific Center have pre-
pared a busy program to celebrate the occasion, which
will spread environmental and scientific awareness. She
highlighted the importance of celebrating global events
related to protecting the environment and raising public
awareness about the risks facing humanity. 

She said a new movie “Twister” on hurricanes and their
impact will be shown in the IMAX theatre. Nibari invited
the public to attend the event and enjoy exciting activities
today and tomorrow from 4 pm. The Scientific Center,
founded by KFAS, has been a vital attraction in Kuwait
since its establishment. It has interactive attractions and
innovative educational programs and exhibitions that en-
gage the minds of youth outside the classroom. Since its
opening, it has attracted more than 10 million visitors, who
have enjoyed and benefited from its facilities, programs
and workshops.

Hajraf discusses 
WBG cooperation 
WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Minister of Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf and
the participating Kuwaiti delegation on Wednesday attended the an-
nual spring meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
World Bank Group (WBG).  The meetings included one with World
Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim, as both sides discussed means
of cooperation to best serve Kuwait’s interests in various fields, es-
pecially in educational and economic domains, as well as offering
training courses for Kuwaitis in WBG. The Kuwaiti delegation also
included Commerce and Industry Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan and
Education Minister Hamed Al-Azmi. 

Hajraf, in remarks to KUNA and Kuwait TV, said the meeting with
Kim tackled means of boosting and developing cooperation between
the World Bank and Kuwait, as Kim offered an initiative of developing
and investing in human resources through linking investment with ed-
ucation and health sectors to reflect on the state’s economy growth.

They also discussed importance of the Kuwaiti youth participa-
tion in the WBG, and means by which Kuwait would benefit from
the group in the future. “We believe that Kuwaiti youth can con-
tribute a lot to the World Bank, out of our belief in their capabili-
ties,” Hajraf noted. He hailed WBG’s remarkable contribution in
developing the economic infrastructure in Kuwait through period-
ical studies and reports it issues. Kim visited Kuwait in February
and met Hajraf on the sidelines of the International Conference for
the Reconstruction of Iraq.  —  KUNA     


