
UDHAMPUR, India: The Muslim nomads who
lead their goats, cows and horses up and down
the Kashmir hills have never felt at ease in mod-
ern India and the gruesome rape and murder of
a girl from the impoverished community has
heightened their fears. Many of the Bakarwals
speeded up their annual migration out of the
Hindu-majority Jammu region because of the na-
tional storm of controversy created by the killing
of the eight-year-old girl.

Police say a group in the Hindu dominated vil-
lage of Rasana tortured
and killed the girl in a bid
to scare the Bakarwals
out of the district defini-
tively. The nomads are
now the talk of India.
“The Hindus do not want
the Bakarwals in this re-
gion,” said Gulam Mo-
hammad, one of the
patriarchs of the million-
strong community, sat in
a temporary camp among eucalyptus trees off a
highway leading to the plains. “There is some-
thing in their hearts against Muslims,” the 74-
year-old added.

The Bakarwals have followed with horror the
accounts of the suffering inflicted on the girl. “A
lot of us were traumatized,” said Mohammad,
who found out about the crime by listening to his
old transistor radio. “We have daughters here
with us. We sleep badly at night because we set
up camp on the roadside and we are worried that
someone could come.” With trucks passing dan-
gerously close, the Bakarwals lead their herds on

the main highway up to the Kashmir plains that
has been their summer home for centuries.

The murder of the girl, whose name cannot be
used for legal reasons, is just the latest sign of
hostility, according to the Bakarwals. But it has
brought the animosity out into the open as the
rape has become a highly charged controversy
for the government. Eight men are facing trial.
Police say the girl was drugged, held in a Hindu
temple for five days, repeatedly raped and killed.
Her body was dumped in a forest.

Barbed wire welcome    
At the Bakarwal

camp, Reshna Bibi held
her 10-year-old grand-
daughter, Shamima,
close to her body. “The
victim was only this big,”
she said. The Bakarwals
make up about 10 per-
cent of the 12.5 million
population of Jammu

and Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority state.
But the Jammu region is mainly Hindu. The
Bakarwals bring their animals down from the
Kashmir plains into Jammu in September and
October to avoid the tough winter and return
again the following spring.

Several of the nomads said about conflicts
with the local Hindu communities, particularly
over the use of land where they set up their tents
for the winter. Population growth and road con-
struction has made it increasingly difficult for the
Bakarwals to maintain their lifestyle. Few own
land. They say local governments harass them by

evicting them from land and putting barbed wire
around forests that they have used for camps.

The Bakarwal life is already one of deep
poverty. Most of their tents are plastic sheets
strung up between trees. Amongst old pots and
pans strewn around the ground for upcoming
meals, goats look for grass and children play.
Mohammad said he left Jammu three days earlier
and still has two weeks of walking with his cattle
before reaching the main Kashmir city of Srina-

gar, 130 kilometers away. “Being a nomad is not
a life, there is nowhere for us,” said Reshna Bibi,
55, as she watched modern cars speed by on the
highway. Further up the road, Ali Mohammad and
his family have been waiting for six days on
waste land after their animals fell ill. He wants his
children to learn to read, go to school and get
identity papers. “This has got to stop,” he said,
referring to the cycle of poverty and prejudice
afflicting the Bakarwal. — AFP 
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This has got 
to stop

Kyrgyz prime 
minister dismissed
BISHKEK: Kyrgyzstan yesterday jettisoned its 29th prime
minister in less than three decades of independence as new
President Sooronbai Jeenbekov looks to cement control over
the Central Asian country.  Lawmakers voted overwhelmingly
to dismiss the government of Prime Minister Sapar Isakov, a
40-year-old technocrat viewed as a loyalist of the country’s
former leader Almazbek Atambayev. 

Jeenbekov subsequently signed an order confirming the
government’s dismissal. A total of 101 legislators voted for
the move with just five against, according to an official par-
liamentary protocol.  The vote indicated broad parliamentary
support for Jeenbekov, 59, who is now expected to play a
key role in determining the next premier. Jeenbekov came to
power in a bitterly fought presidential election last year while
enjoying strong support from Atambayev, 61, who was limited
to a single term in office by the constitution. 

But tensions have since emerged between the pair after
Atambayev criticized appointments made by Jeenbekov and
called for the new president’s brother, Asylbek, to relinquish
his seat in parliament in a public appearance last month. Ear-
lier this month Jeenbekov fired key Atambayev allies in the
national security service and initiated the sacking of the coun-

try’s state prosecutor, but has yet to make his own appoint-
ments. Known since his time as an opposition leader for a fiery
and often vulgar public speaking style, Atambayev moved the
impoverished ex-Soviet country away from the West and
closer to traditional ally Russia while in office. On March 31
he was elected chairman of the Social Democratic Party of
Kyrgyzstan that has dominated Kyrgyz politics since a violent
revolution ousted authoritarian leader Kurmanbek Bakiyev in
2010, despite initially pledging to leave politics. — AFP

India’s top court rejects calls
for probe into judge’s death 
NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court dismissed yesterday petitions
calling for an investigation into the death of a lower court judge in
2014 when he was presiding over a case against a top political aide
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Amit Shah, president of the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party, had been accused of ordering extra ju-
dicial killings in 2005 while serving as home minister in the western
state of Gujarat.

Shah was discharged by the judge who took over the case after
the death of Judge B. Loya, having decided there was no case
against the BJP president. Judge Loya died from a heart attack, but
family members questioned the circumstances, alleging that he had
come under political pressure in the case. Petitions were filed in
the Supreme Court seeking an independent probe after judges in
a lower court had dismissed the need for a probe.

The Supreme Court decision to dismiss the petitions was taken
by a three-judge bench, led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra. The
judgment said there was “no reason to doubt the statements of sit-
ting judges” and the intent of the petitioners had been to “malign
the judiciary”. — Reuters

Muslim nomads see rape 
as new sign of hostility in India

Bakarwals speed up their annual migration 

UDHAMPUR, India: This photo shows a Kashmiri Muslim Bakarwal nomad posing for a
photograph with livestock at a temporary camp near Udhampur, some 72km north of
Jammu in northern India. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Sooronbai Jeenbekov, President of Kyrgyzs-
tan, talks during a short statement with President of the
EU Commission after their meeting at the EU headquar-
ters in Brussels. — AFP 


