
YANGON: Myanmar army chief Min Aung
Hlaing has told military personnel in the country
that they must obey the law, citing as an example
the sentencing of seven soldiers for a massacre
of Rohingya Muslim men that was the subject of
a Reuters investigation. In a speech at a military
school in the country’s north, Min Aung Hlaing
told soldiers they “must abide by the military
codes of conduct and international laws and
conventions”, according to a translation posted
on his official Facebook page on Thursday.

“No one is above the law. Actions will be
taken if someone breaks
the law. The problems in
Inn Din village ... were
solved in line with the
Geneva Convention and
legal action was taken
against military officers
and other ranks who
failed to respect the
law,” said Min Aung
Hlaing, in his first direct
comment on the killings. Seven soldiers were
sentenced to 10 years in prison with hard labor
this month for taking part in the massacre of 10
Rohingya men in the village of Inn Din, in north-
western Rakhine state, last September.

The massacre was being investigated by two
Reuters journalists - Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe
Oo, 28 - who were arrested in December and re-
main in custody accused of violating the coun-

try’s Official Secrets Act. The authorities said in
February the military opened an internal inves-
tigation into the killings independently and that
it was unrelated to the Reuters reporters, who
they said were accused of obtaining unrelated
secret government papers.

The Rohingya men were buried in a mass
grave in early September after being hacked to
death or shot by Buddhist civilian neighbors and
soldiers. Reuters published its story on the mur-
ders in February. The killings were part of a
larger army crackdown on the Rohingya, beset

by allegations of murder,
rape, arson and looting,
unleashed in response to
Rohingya militant attacks
on security forces in late
August. 

Nearly 700,000 Ro-
hingya Muslims have fled
Myanmar as a result, ac-
cording to United Na-
tions agencies. The UN

and the United States described it as ethnic
cleansing - an accusation that Myanmar denies.
Min Aung Hlaing, one of the most powerful peo-
ple in a country where the constitution requires
the civilian government of Aung San Suu Kyi to
share power with the military, reiterated in his
speech the army’s position that the Rakhine op-
eration was a legitimate counteroffensive against
“Bengali terrorists”. — Reuters
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UKHIA: This photograph shows Rohingya refugees making bamboo fences at Kutu-
palong refugee camp in Bangladesh’s Ukhia district. — AFP 

No-go warning as 
Japan volcano
erupts for first
time in 250 years
TOKYO: A volcano in southern Japan erupted for
the first time in 250 years yesterday, spewing
steam and ash hundreds of meters into the air, as
authorities warned locals not to approach the
mountain. “There is a possibility that (Mount Io)
will become more active,” said Makoto Saito, an
official from the Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA), confirming the eruption. In a televised press
conference, he warned residents in the area to stay
away from the mountain, part of the Mount
Kirishima group of volcanoes, as major ash de-
posits spread from the crater.

It was the first eruption of the mountain since
1768, the JMA said. The agency warned that large
flying rocks could fall over a three-kilometer ra-
dius. The eruption threw smoke and ash 400 me-
ters into the air. Footage captured by the JMA and
local media showed thick white and grey smoke
rising from several areas of the mountain. There
were no immediate reports of injuries, Chief Cab-
inet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said, adding that the

government was “taking all possible measures” to
prevent damage and casualties.

The eruption occurred a few kilometers away
from Shinmoedake, which featured in the 1967
James Bond film “You Only Live Twice” and
erupted in March. Japan, with scores of active vol-
canoes, sits on the so-called Pacific “Ring of Fire”
where a large proportion of the world’s earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions are recorded. In
January, a Japanese soldier was killed and several
other people injured after an eruption near a pop-
ular ski resort in northwest of Tokyo. — AFP

Indian workers 
unite to stop 
bonded labor
THIRUTHANI, India: Indians rescued from
slavery are coming together to free others
from bonded labor in brick kilns, rice mills
and factories throughout the southern
state of Tamil Nadu. About 500,000 la-
borers in 11 industries in Tamil Nadu are
trapped in debt bondage, in which people
must work to repay debts to employers
and moneylenders, according to the Inter-
national Justice Mission (IJM), an anti-
slavery group. 

Most work in brick kilns, said IJM in a
2017 report, though slavery is also com-
mon in other industries, including garment
manufacturing. Varalakshmi Gopal, 45,
spent seven years as a bonded laborer in a
rice mill near the town of Thiruthani before
being rescued in 2004.  Since she joined

the Released Bonded Laborers Association
(RBLA) in 2014, she has focused on freeing
others from slavery. 

“I often enter these facilities pretending
to be a person looking for work, or some-
times a brick kiln owner searching for la-
borers who have escaped from my facility,”
said Gopal. “I know it is dangerous but I
feel compelled to do it.” Once she finds ev-
idence of bonded labor, she tips offpolice.
She said she has taken part in at least 10
rescue operations. Members of four
RBLAs are now spread across the state to
spot forced labor, especially in brick kilns
and rice mills, which are busiest in April
and May before the monsoon rains hit, said
RBLA members. 

The first RBLA was formed in 2014, and
three across Tamil Nadu that have joined
since then. The past year has seen a spike in
membership - evidence that the movement
to end debt bondage is getting stronger,
said Gopal. Banned in 1976, bonded labor
remains widespread, prompting the govern-
ment to boost its efforts to clamp down,
with plans to rescue more than 18 million
people by 2030. — Reuters

TOKYO: Japan Meteorological Agency’s Vol-
canological Division expert Makoto Saito
speaks during a press conference at the
agency in Tokyo. — AFP 


