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Outfits and instruments by late pop icon Prince, who was
known for his distinct and unique style, will go under
the hammer in New York next month. Julien’s Auctions

said Wednesday it was putting more than 150 items from the
late superstar up for sale on May 18, ranging from early child-
hood photos to golden record trophies to some of his most
eye-grabbing attire.

Highlights include a custom-made yellow “Cloud” guitar, so
named for its unique twisting body, which also has Prince’s sig-
nature love symbols engraved between the frets.  The auction
house estimated the guitar would fetch between $60,000 and
$80,000. Last year, it sold another Cloud guitar for a surprisingly
hefty $700,000.  The Cloud guitars were made for Prince by
Minneapolis luthier Dave Rusan, with one appearing prominently
in the 1984 film “Purple Rain” where Prince’s alter ego “The Kid”
receives one as a gift from his girlfriend Apollonia. Another key
item on sale next month is an electric blue turtleneck with match-

ing trousers which Prince-whose best-known hits included
“1999”-wore at his turn-of-the-millennium New Year’s Eve party
at his Paisley Park estate in Minnesota.

The auction house said that it expected the outfit, which Prince
also wore when jamming with Lenny Kravitz at the MTV Video
Music Awards in 1999, would go for $50,000 to $70,000. The
suit, like many of the items, were listed as coming from Prince’s
ex-wife Mayte Garcia, a dancer and mother of Prince’s only
known child-who died shortly after birth in 1996 due to a rare dis-
order. Many of the items including stereo equipment came out of
Paisley Park, the reclusive star’s studio and headquarters that has
since been opened for paid tours. Prince died in April 2016 at
Paisley Park from an accidental overdose of powerful painkillers.
He was 57. Prosecutors are expected to announce yesterday
whether they will press any charges over the death of Prince, who
had been treating pain from hip surgery. — AFP

Prince’s glittering outfits, guitars go on sale

Nepal’s first contemporary circus is not just remarkable for
its gravity-defying acts, but for its artists - the contor-
tionists, aerialists and jugglers are former child slaves.

Having been rescued from Indian circuses, they are now using
their skills to educate communities across Nepal on the dangers
of trafficking - a crime that has increased since a massive earth-
quake in 2015 devastated the poor Himalayan country. The story
of Circus Kathmandu is told in a film “Even When I Fall” now on
release in Britain.

An estimated 10,000 women and children are smuggled into
India every year, making it one of the world’s busiest trafficking
routes, according to the directors.  Shot over six years in Nepal,
the film follows hula hoop performer Saraswoti and aerial artist
Sheetal as they reclaim their lives, overcome the stigma faced by
trafficking survivors and reconnect with the families that sold
them. “There’s an incredible transformation. They are inspirational
women,” co-director Kate McLarnon told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

Saraswoti was eight when she was sold into a circus where she
learnt how to throw knives blindfolded. At 14 she was married off
to the owner’s son and by 17 she had three children. Sheetal was
trafficked around the age of five. Her family were living in a cow-
shed when she was handed over to traffickers promising a better
life.  “The families are sold a lie. Mostly the children are just never
seen again,” said McLarnon. “The training is brutal and very dan-
gerous, and the conditions are terrible.” Members of Circus Kath-
mandu, which was created in 2010, are now using the skills that
once enslaved them to rebuild their self-esteem. The circus has
performed in Dubai and at Britain’s Glastonbury music festival
and will shortly visit Australia.

Stigma
Co-director Sky Neal, a former circus aerialist, began work on

the film after helping set up a rehabilitation program for rescued
child performers at a refuge in Kathmandu. “I was really shocked
to realize there was a dark side to a world I love so much,” she
said. “(But) this is not a black and white story. It’s full of complex-
ity and we chose not to shy away from that.”  In Nepal, the troupe
now raises awareness around trafficking through workshops using
drama and circus skills. They will use the film in new workshops
they are creating for key high risk regions. “Circus is a great tool
for breaking down barriers. It’s a family entertainment and it’s the
families you need to be talking to,” said McLarnon.

The circus is also helping dispel the stigma suffered by traf-
ficking survivors when they return home, she says, particularly
girls and women. “In Nepal circus has a very bad name,” one per-
former says in the film. “People assume that all bosses rape the
girls. But circus is an art. I don’t feel ashamed.” — Reuters

Venice awards Canada’s
David Cronenberg

lifetime Golden Lion

Canadian director David Cronenberg will be honored by the
Venice Film Festival with its Golden Lion prize, the festival
board announced yesterday, for his lifetime’s work on life,

death and sex wrapped up in gory horror and alienation. “Al-
though Cronenberg was originally relegated to the margins of the
horror genre, right from his first, scandalously subversive movies,
the director has shown that he wants to take his audiences well
beyond the cinema of exploitation, as he constructs an original
and highly personal structure, movie after movie,” festival director
Alberto Barbera said in a statement.

Cronenberg, 75, has a list of stand-out, sometimes stomach-
churning films to his credit, including “Scanners,” “Dead Zone,”
“The Fly,” “Crash” and “A History of Violence.” “Revolving around
the inseparable relationship of body, sex, and death, his universe
is populated by grotesque deformities and terrifying couplings, a
horror which reflects the fear of mutations inflicted on bodies by
science and technology, of disease and physical decay, of the un-
resolved conflict between spirit and flesh,” Barbera said. Cronen-
berg said he was delighted by news of the award.

“It will be almost unbearably thrilling to receive a Golden Lion
of my own,” he said in the statement. “I’ve always loved the
Golden Lion of Venice. A lion that flies on golden wings -that’s
the essence of art, isn’t it? The essence of cinema.” The 75th edi-
tion of the Venice Film Festival takes place from August 29 to Sep-
tember 8 this year. — AFP
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