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BOLDESTI-SCAIENI, Roumanie: Measles still claims
young lives in Romania, where nearly 40 children have
died in an outbreak that many blame on parents being
misled by scare stories that vaccinating them is dan-
gerous. Some 12,000 people have contracted measles
since late 2016 in the European Union’s second-poorest
country, 46 of them died.

Among the dead, 39 were children under the age of
three who had not been vaccinated, making Romania

one of the worst affected countries in the ongoing
measles outbreak in Europe.

“People are mistrustful because they read all sorts
of things on the internet,” said Dr Silvana Dan, from the
southern regional Prahova Public Health Authority, citing
persistent rumours that vaccination causes autism. A girl
aged just 11 months died in the region in March after her
parents refused to vaccinate her. Measles is a highly
contagious viral disease that affects children in partic-

ular but it has largely been brought under control.
The World Health Organization (WHO) says

deaths caused by measles plunged from 550,100 in
2000, to just under 90,000 in 2016. Paradoxically, and
to the horror of health authorities worldwide, this very
success has seen the public let down its guard and
question whether vaccination is now really necessary.
Local officials say health workers are “on the barri-
cades,” doing all they can to get the message across,

especially in rural areas, that measles is a killer which
can be stopped.

It is not straightforward. “The reasons for people
not being vaccinated are different in different popula-
tion groups,” local WHO representative Miljana Grbic
told AFP. “Our research shows that there are specifici-
ties such as convenience of services, education, support
of family doctors, community support and peer support
that play a big role here,” Grbic said. —AFP
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