
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James crystallized his
reputation as one of the best playoff performers
in NBA history on Wednesday as the Cleveland
Cavaliers rebounded from a game one rout with
a 100-97 win over the Indiana Pacers. James
scored 20 of his 46 points in the opening quarter,
getting off to a torrid start in which he singlehand-
edly outscored the Pacers 13-0 and 16-1 to begin
game two of the first
round Eastern Confer-
ence series.

“My mentality was
we got to go back to In-
diana tied 1-1,” James
said. “We hadn’t scored
like we are accustomed
to doing so far so I
wanted to see if I had a
good hand to start. “My
guys kept coming to me and I was able to make a
few buckets.” In the late game, the Houston Rock-
ets crushed the Minnesota Timberwolves 102-82
to seize a 2-0 series lead.

Chris Paul had 27 points as the Rockets drained
16 three pointers compared to just five threes for
the Timberwolves. Nemanja Bjelica led the Tim-
berwolves with 16 points. Cleveland bounced back
from an embarrassing 98-80 loss at home in game
one and the mighty James set the tone early
Wednesday, giving credence to coach Tyronn
Lue’s pre-game prediction that if he showed up,
the Cavs would level the series.

He did exactly that, shooting 17 of 24 field goals
and delivering 12 rebounds and five assists as the
Cleveland had to survive a late fourth-quarter
charge by the Pacers. “He did a great job of just
being aggressive and attacking the basket for our
team. LeBron did a great job setting the tone of-
fensively,” Lue said. The 33-year-old James also
helped put the game away with two clutch free

throws with 18 seconds
left to make it 99-92.

Pacers star Victor
Oladipo made a 26 foot
jumper at the buzzer to
close out the scoring.
Oladipo finished with a
team high 22 points in the
loss. The series now shifts
to Indiana for game three
on Friday. James has

never lost a first round series and being down 0-
1 marked another  first for James, whose teams
have always managed to come out firing on all
cylinders before.

Game one was so one-sided the Cavs recorded
the second-fewest points of their season. But these
are not normal times for Cleveland as the highs and
lows have become more acute, leaving fans won-
dering which version will show up on any given
night. James’ consistency has kept it somewhat to-
gether as he enjoyed one of his best seasons, av-
eraging 29.5 points, 9.8 rebounds and 10.0 assists
during the regular season. Even in the game one

loss, he still managed a triple double with 24
points, 10 boards and 12 assists.

Roster shakeup   
Lue shook up his starting lineup for game two,

going with Kyle Korver and J.R. Smith over Jeff

Green and Rodney Hood. Green didn’t score in the
opener and Hood only started because Korver had
an injured right foot. Kevin Love scored 15 points
but with 3:43 left he hurt his left hand, the same
one he broke earlier in the season. Lue said the in-
jury is not serious. — AFP 
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Zverev edges Struff
to reach quarters
MONACO: Third seed Alexander Zverev came through a
three-set tussle with fellow German Jan-Lennard Struff yes-
terday to set up a possible Monte Carlo Masters quarter-final
with his brother Mischa. The 20-year-old, who won two Mas-
ters titles last season, became frustrated in the second set but
came through 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 and will play either his older
brother Mischa or Richard Gasquet in the last eight.

“Hopefully my brother will win and it will be an amazing
day tomorrow,” said the younger Zverev. The world number
four claimed the opening set thanks to a break in game seven,
before a bizarre second set in which both players struggled
on serve. Zverev became increasingly frustrated as he con-
stantly gave away leads, complaining that advertising cushions
on the side of the court were dangerous.

Struff claimed the set to level the match with the seventh
break of serve in only eight games, as Zverev hurled his rac-
quet to the ground in anger. He refound his range in the de-
cider, though, racing into a 5-2 lead with a double break.
Zverev was broken to love when serving for a place in the
last eight and then missed a match point in Struff’s following
service game, but finally got over the line as his opponent
fired wide.

Belgian sixth seed David Goffin held off a late fightback
from Roberto Bautista Agut to reach the last eight with a 6-4,
7-5 win, in a match that saw the Spaniard accidentally hit a
ballboy with the ball. The 11th seed was broken to slip 4-1

down in the second set, and when returning the ball to the
other side of the net, saw it strike a ball boy as he ran across
the front of the net.

“I just saw the ball going straight to the ball boy. I was sur-
prised he only had a warning. For me, if you send a ball at the
head of a ball boy, you’re out,” said Goffin. “I don’t know what
the rules are exactly and how he could only get a warning. He
was saying the ball bounced, and the ball boy just happened
to be there. Unlucky for him.” — AFP 

Boston marathon winner
to quit his day job
TOKYO: The Japanese high school clerk who sensationally won
the Boston Marathon despite having neither a coach nor a sponsor
announced yesterday he was packing in his day job and turning
pro. An overnight media star, Yuki Kawauchi, 31, told reporters
waiting for him at Narita Airport: “From April next year, I am think-
ing about resigning as a civil servant and turning pro. I want to use
the (prize) money to do that.”

Kawauchi scooped $150,000 when he became the first Japan-
ese man to win the race since 1987, the year he was born. His vic-
tory stunned the marathon community at the prestigious race in
Boston, where runners braved the coldest start in 30 years in
steady rain and hard wind. By turning professional, he said he
wants to compete with the world’s top talents and beat his current
personal best time of 2hr 8min 14sec-something he has been un-
able to achieve over the past five years.

School events, like enrolment ceremonies and graduations, have
also prevented him from competing in spring-season races, like in
Paris and Rotterdam. “Unless I change my environment, I won’t be
able to best my personal best.  As a Japanese runner, I want to
compete with top marathon talents from around the world,” he
said. “I saw the Japanese flag flying in the Boston sky. There is
nothing like it. I was truly happy. I don’t have words to describe
how I felt,” he said. — AFP 

Rebounded
from a game

one rout

CLEVELAND: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers goes to the basket against the
Indiana Pacers in Game Two of Round One of the 2018 NBA Playoffs on April 18, 2018 at
Quicken Loans Arena. — AFP 

James’ epic start helps Cavs 
even the series with Pacers

‘He did a great job of just being aggressive and attacking the basket’

MONACO: Germany’s Alexander Zverev celebrates after winning
his tennis match against Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff during
the Monte-Carlo ATP Masters Series Tournament. — AFP  


