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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy National Assembly
Speaker Essa Al-Kandari recalled the bravery
and sacrifice of Kuwaiti martyrs during the Iraqi
Invasion in 1990. “On the 28th anniversary of the
Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait, we remember the sacri-
fice of our martyrs and the support of the inter-

national communi-
ty for Kuwait dur-
ing its crisis. This
should be a
reminder for us to
put aside our polit-
ical differences,”
Kandari said in a
press statement
yesterday. He
hoped that Kuwaiti
people would all
unite under the
leadership of His
Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Brand IMC launches campaign to
commemorate martyrs’ sacrifices 

KUWAIT: Brand IMC launched an advertising cam-
paign on the anniversary of the August 2 Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait themed “Shuhada Al-Kuwait...
Nujoomha” (Kuwait’s Martyrs are its Stars), to run
from July 31 to August 10. Brand Information Group
CEO Abdellatif Al-Obaid said: “As 28 years have
elapsed since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, it was neces-
sary to take a patriotic
stand to remind of the
martyrs’ sacrifices and
have their names dis-
played to the post-inva-
sion generation. They
should know Kuwait’s
prosperous lifestyle and
independence is due to
the ultimate price more
than 700 martyrs paid for
liberating their homeland
and entrusting it to those
who came after them.”

“In reality, the martyr does not need to be hon-
ored, as Almighty Allah has honored him. But it is a
reminder of the meaning of martyrdom, which is giv-
ing without waiting for a reward,” he said. “We
chose the campaign slogan ‘Kuwait’s Martyrs are its
Stars’, as we see youth taking idols who do not rise
to the level of martyrs and their sacrifice. How can

those who gave away their souls for the sake of their
country be equal to others? Martyrs deserve to be
regarded as idols and are more deserving of being
starts.”

“We were keen, along with the Martyrs Office, to
place the names of all martyrs on billboards instead
of speaking in general about martyrs to acquaint the

current generation with
their names, and to
remind the youth that
each family, tribe and
area has a number of
martyrs, since Kuwait is
precious, and the price to
protect it is high. Under
the current challenges the
region is going through,
and our need to remem-
ber the value of martyr-
dom, it became important
to highlight this value in

order to face challenges that put the Kuwaiti socie-
ty’s unity at risk,” he said.

“The campaign carries a message to martyrs’
families that we will not forget the sacrifices of your
children, and that each Kuwaiti owes you forever.
The sacrifice of your children will remain instilled in
our hearts,” Obaid added.
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Kuwaitis, Iraqis
still ‘burying the
hatchet’ 28 years
after the invasion
KUWAIT: The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, which occurred 28
years ago on August 2, 1990, has reshaped relations
amongst countries in the region, causing material and moral
damages still felt to this day. Despite the horrific event,
Kuwaitis and Iraqis have worked together to visit every ven-
ue and utilize any opportunity to ‘bury the hatchet’ amongst
the people in both countries. During the era of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait
had made it its mission to provide necessary support to the
people of Iraq who have in recent years suffered from the
wails of war, terrorism and crippling economic conditions,
which prevented Iraq from reaching its truest potential.

KUNA, in its capacity as a state news agency, inter-
viewed several officials on the 28th anniversary of the inva-
sion, trying to find out what Kuwaitis and Iraqis were doing
to bridge any possible gap in ties. Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Iraq Salem Al-Zamanan said that Kuwaitis were “looking
forward to the same welfare that the brethren in Iraq were
looking for.” The Kuwaiti leadership and people are keen on
achieving stability in the region, which will in turn create
prosperity for all countries including Iraq and Kuwait, said
Ambassador Zamanan. On the anniversary of invasion, he
said “we stand in remembrance of the strong Kuwaiti will
both on the leadership and popular levels which was confi-
dent the country will return to its rightful owners with the
aid of brethren and friends around the globe.”

Both countries are trying to work through the pain
caused by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and hopefully such
effort would accumulate with the return of the remains of
Kuwait POWs who went missing in Iraq after their unjustly
imprisonment, affirmed Ambassador Zamanan. The Kuwaiti
diplomat noted that the Kuwaiti leadership was for the
efforts to further bridge the gap caused by the invasion,

indicating that Kuwait had shown repeatedly its willingness
to overcome the past by aiding Iraq against its security and
economic crises. Providing aid to those affected by the ter-
ror of the so-called Islamic State (IS) in Iraq and organizing
the three-day Kuwait International Conference for the
Reconstruction of Iraq (KICRI) are undisputed signs that
Kuwaitis were keen on Iraqis’ welfare and security, said the
Kuwaiti diplomat.

Closest ally
Meanwhile, Iraqi government spokesman Saad Al-

Hadithi said that both countries were looking into means
to fix the blunders left by the Saddam Hussein regime
during the invasion. Kuwait has always been the closest
ally to Iraq in the past and what mishap that occurred in
the past should be resolved for the future and welfare of
both countries, said Hadithi who commanded the Kuwaiti
leadership strong stance with his country especially with
the holding of the KICRI. Iraq is eager to “bring relations
back to what they were in the past,” affirmed the Iraqi
official who stressed that ties, prior to the invasion, are
exactly what the two brotherly countries are looking for.

Iraqi army spokesman Brigadier General Yahya
Abdulrasoul said meanwhile that the current formation of
Iraq’s army was utterly different from the one back in the
Saddam regime era, pointing out that the army’s main con-
cern was to fend off threats posed against Iraq. Iraq has
nothing but respect to Kuwait and its people, said the army
official who affirmed that the Iraqi army and security forces
will show a gesture of solidarity with the Kuwaitis in the
efforts to retrieve the remains of Kuwaiti POWs who went
missing in the country. 

The Iraqi Defense Ministry announced on July 18 that
those able to provide information on the whereabouts of
Kuwaiti POWs’ remains would be eligible for a reward. While
Iraq was going through some tough periods, Kuwait had been
providing substantial relief aid and support. In 2015, Kuwait
allocated $200 million to help relief aid efforts in Iraq. More
recently, a sum of $100 million was given to Iraq to help those
who fled from the terror of defeated IS. The KICRI held in
Kuwait resulted in the allocation of $30 billion in loans, grants,
and bonds to Iraq. The current energy drought, heat wave,
and mass protests in southern Iraq led Kuwait to donate 17 gen-
erators to help ease the pains of many Iraqis. — KUNA

Kuwaiti youth
reflect on invasion’s
anniversary
By Faten Omar 

KUWAIT: Kuwait is remembering those who died
during the Iraqi invasion of 1990-91 with billboards in
several areas mentioning the names of the martyrs.
The seven months from Aug 2, 1990 until the libera-
tion on Feb 26, 1991 are engraved in the history of
Kuwait - a tragedy that led to the loss of a homeland
and souls of many Kuwaitis. Kuwait Times spoke to a
number of Kuwaiti youth to learn what they know
about the Iraqi invasion.

Ebtihal Al-Rabeaa, 19, told Kuwait Times that her
parents suffered and lost a lot during the Iraqi inva-
sion. “From what we learned at school and what we
have been told, it is not easy to erase the memory of
people who died for Kuwait. My mother told me they
were praying to live and get through the days. I can’t

imagine how you can stay quietly in your home wait-
ing for the moment of your death.” She added that to
not know about the Iraqi invasion is like deleting a big
important chapter of history. “It is easier for those
who do not carry the weight of memories. Some
young people do not know the details of the invasion.
I cannot understand how people still see Saddam
Hussein as a hero!”

Hassan Al-Basri, 17, said his parents do not talk
about that Iraqi invasion but he knows details from
reading books. In his opinion, most countries
around the world faced wars at some point but they
got over it to live in peace. “I am not disrespecting
the memory of martyrs, but life goes on. It does not
mean forgetting the past. There is a difference
between overcoming war and ignoring it.” He refus-
es to erase the collective memory of the people of
Kuwait and forget their suffering and pain, but he
does not want people to live in a state of hate. “We
must not make our hearts full of hatred towards
those who have no sin. We really want to build a
better society for our generation. It is nice to look
forward and reconcile with the Iraqis, especially
since many Kuwaitis have Iraqi relationships or
roots,” he said.


