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Man shot dead in Zimbabwe as 
post-election clashes erupt

EU: Un-level playing field and lack of trust in the process 
HARARE: Protests in Zimbabwe’s historic elections turned bloody
yesterday as a man was shot dead during demonstrations over
alleged vote fraud and President Emmerson Mnangagwa
appealed for calm. The man died after soldiers fired live ammuni-
tion during opposition protests in downtown Harare, AFP
reporters saw.

The polls-the first since autocratic president Robert Mugabe
was forced out by a brief military takeover in November-had
offered Zimbabwe the chance of turning the page on a brutal
chapter of its past. But the mood quickly descended into anger
and chaos as supporters of the Movement for Democratic Change
(MDC) opposition declared they had been cheated. “You said you
were better than Mugabe-you are the picture of Mugabe,” shout-
ed one young male protester wearing a white T-shirt. “We need
security for the people.”

Official results showed that the ruling ZANU-PF party had
easily won the most seats in the parliamentary ballot-strengthen-
ing Mnangagwa’s prospects of holding onto power in the key
presidential vote. MDC supporters burnt tires and pulled down
street signs as protests spread from the party headquarters in
Harare. “Now is the time for responsibility and above all, peace,”
wrote Mnangagwa on his verified Twitter account. “At this crucial
time, I call on everyone to desist from provocative declarations
and statements.”

‘Un-level playing field’ 
European Union observers had earlier said they found an

“improved political climate” in the elections but an “un-level play-
ing field and lack of trust in the process.” It called for transparen-
cy in the release of results. EU chief observer Elmar Brok said
there were “efforts to undermine the free expression of the will of
the electors through inducements, soft intimidation, pressure and
coercion... to try to ensure a vote in favour of the ruling party.”

“On many occasions, preparation, financing, media and hope-
fully not in the counting-it was advantageous for the ruling party,”

he told AFP. Mnangagwa, 75, had promised a free and fair vote
after the military ushered him to power in November when
Mugabe was forced to resign. Under Mugabe’s 37-year reign,
elections were often marred by fraud and deadly violence, with the
EU observers banned since 2002. The Zimbabwe Electoral
Commission (ZEC) said yesterday that of 210 parliamentary seats,
153 had been counted with ZANU-PF winning 110 and the MDC
Alliance 41. “The results are biased, trying to give the impression
that ZANU has won,” said Lawrence Maguranyi, 21, an MDC sup-
porter and university student protesting at the party headquar-
ters. MDC leader Nelson Chamisa, 40, said the presidential results
were fraudulent. “ZEC seeks to... reverse the people’s presidential
election victory. The strategy is meant to prepare Zim mentally to
accept fake presidential results,” he tweeted. “We won the popu-
lar vote and will defend it!”

Delayed results? 
The regional SADC bloc, in its preliminary report, said yester-

day that the campaign and election had “proceeded in a peaceful
and orderly manner and were largely in line” in Zimbabwean law.
It called for any aggrieved candidates to “refrain from any form of
violence”. If no presidential candidate wins at least 50 percent of
the ballots cast in the first round, a run-off vote is scheduled for
September 8.

The electoral commission warned that final results of the presi-
dential first round may not be known until Friday or even
Saturday. Commission chairwoman Priscilla Chigumba, a high
court judge, has flatly denied allegations of bias and strongly dis-
puted accusations of rigging. Mugabe, 94, voted in Harare along-
side his wife Grace after he stunned observers by calling for vot-
ers to reject ZANU-PF, his former party.

His attempts to position Grace as his successor are widely
thought to have driven the military to intervene and put their
favoured candidate, Mnangagwa, in power. Mnangagwa,
Mugabe’s former right-hand man, was the clear election front-

runner, benefitting from tacit military support and control of
state resources. But Chamisa, a lawyer and pastor who per-
formed strongly on the campaign trail, sought to tap into the
youth and urban vote. He has repeatedly accused ZANU-PF and
election authorities of trying to use a flawed electoral register

and fixed ballot papers to steal the election. Mnangagwa was
allegedly involved in violence and intimidation during the 2008
elections when then opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai pulled
out of the run-off after attacks claimed the lives of at least 200
of his supporters. — AFP 

Erdogan accuses 
US of ‘evangelist, 
Zionist mentality’ 
ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday vowed
Turkey would not give into threats from the US over the case
of an American pastor being tried on terror charges, accusing
Washington of showing an “evangelist, Zionist mentality”.
Andrew Brunson, who led a Protestant church in the Aegean
city of Izmir, is at the centre of one of the most bitter diplo-
matic spats between the NATO allies in years that risks esca-
lating further.

Brunson was last week put under house arrest after nearly
two years in jail. But the crisis has since escalated rather than
being defused, with US officials furious he has not been
allowed to leave Turkey. US President Donald Trump and his
Vice President Mike Pence have threatened Turkey with
painful sanctions if the pastor was not freed. “We will not give
any credit to this type of threatening language,” Erdogan told
reporters in Ankara.

Pence said last week that Brunson was “a victim of reli-
gious persecution” but Erdogan insisted that Turkey did not
have the “slightest problem against religious minorities. It is
not possible for us to accept that America gets up, especially
with an evangelist, Zionist mentality, and uses this kind of
threat-filled language,” Erdogan added.

Erdogan’s comments come after after senior figures from
Turkey’s religious minorities issued a joint statement yester-
day denying that there was pressure against their followers.
Greek Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople,
Turkey Armenian Deputy Patriarch Archbishop Aram Atesyan
and Turkey’s Chief Rabbi Ishak Haleva signed the declaration
among other minority leaders, Hurriyet daily reported. “We
practice our faiths and worship according to our traditions
freely,” it said. Both Pence and Brunson are evangelical
Christians. Brunson’s Izmir church is affiliated to the Orlando-
based Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC). — AFP

SIVAS: A handout picture taken and released yesterday by
the Turkish Presidential Press service shows Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (R) shaking hands with a
relative of a mother and her 11-month-old baby, killed
after a roadside bomb, during their funeral. — AFP 

HARARE: A wounded man reacts at the sight of soldiers while taking shelter in a stall at a market. — AFP 

Yemen rebels
announce 2-week
Red Sea ceasefire 
SANAA: Yemen’s Houthi rebels announced a two-week pause
in Red Sea operations yesterday, after attacks against Saudi
tankers last week prompted Riyadh to suspend oil shipments
through a key waterway. “The unilateral suspension of our
naval operations is for a limited period,” the rebels said in a
statement released by their defense ministry.

The Houthis’ Twitter and Facebook accounts said the sus-
pension will last two weeks.  But “it can be renewed and
expanded to other fronts if this initiative is well-received and
reciprocated”, the statement said. The Houthis are fighting a
Saudi-led military coalition that backs Yemen’s government. A
spokesman for the coalition did not immediately respond to a
written request for comment on the Houthis’ unilateral truce.

On July 26, Saudi Arabia said it was temporarily suspend-
ing oil shipments through the Bab Al-Mandab Strait-one of
the world’s busiest shipping lanes-after two oil tankers oper-
ated by Saudi shipping group Bahri were attacked, slightly
damaging one vessel. The pro-Houthi Al-Masirah television
said at the time that the rebels had targeted a Saudi warship
named Al-Dammam, without providing further details. — AFP


