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Visitors walk along the 150-meter long Cau Vang “Golden Bridge” in the Ba Na Hills near Danang. Nestled in the forested hills of central Vietnam two giant concrete hands emerge from the trees, holding up a glimmering golden bridge crowded with gleeful
visitors taking selfies at the country’s latest eccentric tourist draw. — AFP (See page 21) 

L’Oreal goes vegan

with German 

cosmetics maker

F
rench cosmetics giant L’Oreal said yesterday it had acquired
Germany’s Logocos Naturkosmetik, a firm that offers vegan and
organic beauty products, which it plans to offer more widely
internationally. Founded in 1978, the firm includes the premium

Logona brand sold mostly in organic shops and the Sante label sold in
mass retail shops, and generated sales of 59 million euros ($69 million)
last year. L’Oreal did not disclose the amount of the transaction.

The acquisition of Logocos brings to L’Oreal “two authentic and
certified natural brands as well as a unique expertise from a worldwide
pioneer of the organic beauty market” said Alexis Perakis-Valat, presi-
dent of the consumer products division. Natural cosmetics are “one of
today’s major beauty ascending trends”, he added. — AFP

Madonna launches
fundraiser to mark

60th birthday

Madonna on Monday launched a $60,000
fundraiser to support her work with chil-
dren in Malawi, and had already raised

more than $10,000 in the first 24 hours. The “Rebel
Heart” singer, who has adopted four children from
the African nation in the past 10 years, said 100 per-
cent of every contribution would go directly to her
Raising Malawi foundation’s rural orphanage, Home
of Hope. She launched the fundraiser, which will run
throughout August, through her Facebook page to
mark her 60th birthday on Aug 16. “For my birthday,
I can think of no better gift than connecting my
global family with this beautiful country and the
children who need our help most,” Madonna wrote.
“Every dollar raised will go directly to meals,
schools, uniforms and healthcare,” she added.

According to her website, more than 200 people
had contributed almost $11,000 of the $60,000 tar-
get on the first days of the project’s launch.
Madonna established the non-profit Raising Malawi
in 2006 to provide health and education programs,
particularly for girls.  In 2017 she adopted four-
year-old twin Malawi girls, Esther and Stella, and
opened a children’s hospital in the country’s second-
biggest city, Blantyre. Madonna’s family also
includes Malawi children David Banda and Mercy
James, and biological children Lourdes and Rocco
from her previous relationships. — Reuters 

Doused in acid as punishment for rejection, Patricia
Lefranc is typical of the thousands of women whose
lives are ruined by ex-partners armed with acid. But

instead of hiding away, the 54-year-old Belgian is using
her disfigurement to fight for change. The mother of three
is fronting a Europe-wide campaign for tighter scrutiny
over the sale of acid, found in common household cleaners
from paint stripper to drain clearer. Lefranc wants a new
law requiring anyone buying acid in the European Union
to show an ID card first.

“There is only bad intention when buying acid ... in my
eyes identification is the only way that will stop this sort of
violence,” Lefranc told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
In a campaign video due to be released at the end of
August, a painting of how Lefranc looks now, her face
laced with scars and disfigurement after more than 100
surgeries, will transform into an image of her face before
the 2009 sulphuric acid attack. “I was very angry that the
doctors didn’t let me die. I thought I was a monster on
earth. Now it’s different, I know the reason I’m still alive,”
Lefranc said in an interview.

Revenge attack
Charity Acid Survivors Trust International (ASTI) esti-

mates that women and girls make up 80 percent of acid
attacks in Europe, where nearly 1,500 attacks were
recorded in 2017. England and Wales ranked worst, with
950 attacks recorded - an increase of a third on the year
before. Six in 10 attacks are believed to go unreported
each year, the charity said.

On Tuesday, a man was jailed for 17 years for
manslaughter after he doused a 47-year-old Briton,
Joanne Rand, with acid. Rand, who had been visiting her
daughter’s grave, died 11 days after the attack following
multiple organ failure. Acid melts skin and tissue and vic-
tims face permanent disfigurement, medical complications,
psychological trauma and social and economic isolation.

End of the affair
Lefranc was 45 when she ended her affair with the man

who would go on to attack her with acid, Richard Remes.
After the breakup, she said he deluged her with up to
three hundred text messages a day, then came to her
apartment disguised as a delivery man and showered her
in liquid. After spending three months in a coma and nine

months in rehabilitation, she began researching acid
attacks and petitioning the European Parliament for
change.

“How many victims will still have to be attacked before
it serious enough to ratify a law to regulate sale of acid?
We should not underestimate just how dangerous acid can
be,” she said. Jaf Shah, executive director of ASTI, said the
campaign for a new law was still in its early stages, but the
film would raise awareness of what an attack can entail for
victims. “Understanding the trauma, the pain and the dis-
figurement that comes about as a consequence of such an
attack is really important,” Shah told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “This film is a critical part of kick-starting the
campaign in order to gain recognition and raise aware-
ness,” Shah said. “Once that’s started, we can start to exer-
cise some influence.”— Reuters

Nast says Wintour
not leaving Vogue

Glossy magazine empire Conde Nast on Tuesday
quashed months of rumors about the impending
departure of Vogue editor-in-chief Anna Wintour,

declaring that the magazine’s 30-year veteran was staying
“indefinitely.” “Anna Wintour is an incredibly talented and
creative leader whose influence is beyond measure,” said
CEO Bob Sauerberg in a statement tweeted by the com-
pany. “She is integral to the future of our company’s trans-
formation and has agreed to work with me indefinitely in
her role as @voguemagazine editor-in-chief and artistic
director of Conde Nast.” Legendary for her glacial
demeanor, and for making or breaking designers’ careers
at the flick of a manicured talon, 68-year-old Wintour had
been at the helm of American Vogue since 1988 and artis-
tic director of Conde Nast since 2013.

The announcement comes one day after The New York
Times reported that Vogue’s fashion director and execu-
tive fashion editor were leaving staff jobs to become con-
tributing editors. The magazine’s Los Angeles director was
also moving to Conde Nast’s in-house creative agency, the
newspaper reported. The changes come with the magazine
empire, which also owns The New Yorker and Vanity Fair,
tightening staff overheads, and expected to make $100
million dollars less revenue in 2017 than in 2016, according
to the Times. Rumors had been rife since April that
Wintour would leave the American edition of the magazine
after the July wedding of her daughter Bee Shaffer at her
Long Island estate with the all-important September issue
allegedly her last. Her influence spreads far beyond the
world of magazine publishing, seared into popular culture
with nicknames such as “Nuclear Wintour” and for turning
the annual New York Met Gala into the hottest A-list
celebrity party on the planet.—AFP
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Survivor of acid attack
hopes art can change law

Patricia Lefranc, a Belgian acid attack survivor, poses in front
of a portrait of her being painted for a campaign film to bring
change in EU legislation and awareness of acid attack sur-
vivors in London.—Reuters

I was very angry that the doctors 
didn’t let me die. I thought I was a
monster on earth. Now it’s different, 

I know the reason I’m still alive


