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Mathews and Dickwella help 
Sri Lanka to 244-8 in 2nd ODI

DAMBULLA: Half-centuries from skipper Angelo
Mathews and Niroshan Dickwella helped Sri Lanka
post 244 for eight against South Africa in the second
one-day international in Dambulla yesterday. Both
Mathews, who made an unbeaten 79 off 111 balls, and
Dickwella, who hit a fluent 69, showed grit against a
persistent bowling attack which took wickets regular-
ly after the hosts elected to bat first.  Fast bowler
Lungi Ngidi and fellow paceman Andile Phehlukwayo
claimed three wickets each. 

The Proteas won the opening ODI of the five-
match series on Sunday. Ngidi struck twice in his
very first over - the second of the innings - to reduce
Sri Lanka to 13-2. He had Upul Tharanga caught
behind for nine and then trapped Kusal Mendis lbw
for nought. Dickwella, Sri Lanka’s wicketkeeper-bats-
man, then got going with several valuable partner-
ships including a crucial 67-run fourth wicket stand
with Mathews. 

Phehlukwayo bowled Dickwella when the left-han-
der dragged a delivery onto his stumps midway into
the innings. Mathews hung on with an uncharacteristic
sedate knock to reach his 36th ODI fifty and help his
team post a total that seemingly keeps them in the
hunt. Ngidi, Phehlukwayo and pace spearhead Kagiso
Rabada kept getting wickets to rattle Sri Lanka’s mid-
dle and lower order and also checked the flow of runs
in the last few overs. The islanders managed just 28
runs from the final 30 deliveries. — AFP 

LONDON: Veteran Lightning Spear finally won a
Group One race yesterday, after finishing in the first
three on six previous occasions, when he landed the
Sussex Stakes at Glorious Goodwood. The seven-
year-old-trained by David Simcock-was delivered
with precision timing by Oisin Murphy to pass
Expert Eye and take the honors and the winner’s
cheque of £593,000 ($778,000, 600,000 euros) for
owners Qatar Racing Limited. 

In a race that lacked pace, it was left to unbeaten
favorite Without Parole to lead but while he battled
gamely for much of the finishing straight he faded to
finish second last. Murphy, who collected his first
English Group One success only last month with
Roaring Lion in the Eclipse Stakes, said he had bat-
tled nerves prior to the off. “I never ever get nervous
before the big races like the Derby and poke fun at
the other jockeys,” said Murphy.

“However, I think I was nervous this time because
I felt I had left behind a Group One with this horse
earlier in the season (the Lockinge Stakes at
Newbury) and I owed the team one. “But what a
horse! He deserved it and at seven years of age,”
added Murphy. Simcock’s wife Jenny was in tears
after seeing Lightning Spear finally end his Group
One jinx. “Six Group Ones he threatened to win but
never quite came off and at last today he has won
one,” said Simcock. “We always knew from his work
on the gallops that he was Group One standard but it
was just a case of him reproducing that form on the
track. “He finally clicked today and above all I am
really pleased for the horse.” 

The Molecomb Stakes, the day’s other Group One
race, went to the Richard Spencer-trained Rumble
Inthejungle, repeating the feat of his sire (father)
Bungle Inthejungle six years ago. Tom Queally had
the race wrapped up with a furlong (200 meters) to
go and finished clear of Life of Riley and the favorite
Soldier’s Call. Queally, who had higher-profile suc-
cess on the same track in successive Sussex Stakes
in 2011 and 2012 with the legendary unbeaten
Frankel, said his winner has great potential.
“Excellent run but he has always been a pretty good
horse,” said Queally. “He is not short of gears and a
child could have ridden him,” added the 33-year-old
Irishman.— AFP 

Lightning Spear 
at last hits Group 
One target

DAMBULLA: Sri Lanka’s Niroshan Dickwella plays a shot in front of South Africa’s Quinton de Kock during the
second one-day international match between Sri Lanka and South Africa at the Rangiri Dambulla
International Cricket Stadium in Dambulla yesterday. — AFP 

BASSETERRE: Kesrick Williams’ career-best bowling fig-
ures and a hurricane batting cameo by Andre Russell high-
lighted an efficient effort by the West Indies in defeating
Bangladesh by seven wickets in the rain-affected opener of
the three-match T20 International series at Warner Park in
St Kitts on Tuesday. After off-spinner Ashley Nurse rocked
the visitors with the wickets of both openers without scor-
ing in the first over of the match, fast bowler Williams
claimed four for 28 to ensure there would be no substantial
recovery for the tourists despite a fighting topscore of 35
from Mahmudullah as they finished at 143 for nine. 

Set a revised target of 91 off 11 overs after rain delayed
the West Indies response by more than 90 minutes, Russell
blazed an unbeaten 35 off 21 balls with three fours and
three sixes to ensure there were no alarms for the home
side in taking a 1-0 lead ahead of the final two matches in
Florida at the weekend. They reached 93 for three off 9.1
overs. Russell and Marlon Samuels (25) put on 42 for the
third wicket after seamer Mustafizur Rahman despatched
opening batsmen Evin Lewis and Andre Fletcher without
conceding a run in his opening over to give the
Bangladeshis hope of restraining the home side. Rovman
Powell then joined Russell after Samuels fell to Rubel
Hossain to ensure the Caribbean team romped to the tar-
get. “Our intention is to win this series 3-0 after the disap-
pointment of the one-dayers,” said Russell, who was cho-
sen as “Man of the Match.” “We are mindful of how good
this Bangladesh side is but we are feeling good about our-
selves.” Put in to bat earlier by West Indies captain Carlos
Brathwaite, Bangladesh got off to the worst possible start.

Tamim Iqbal, who scored two centuries and a fifty to be
“Man of the Series” in the one-dayers, was smartly
stumped by Denesh Ramdin to the first ball of the match
while opening partner Soumya Sarkar also failed to score,
being bowled by Nurse three balls later. Curiously, it was
the only over bowled by the off-spinner in the innings. “I
know I will get a lot of stick for that after the experiment of
bowling Ashley first paid off,” said Brathwaite. “I just
couldn’t find a way to give him another over because the
other bowlers were doing such a good job.”

Despite the loss of those early wickets, Bangladesh were
progressing at almost ten runs per over halfway through
the innings. But that scoring rate dropped alarmingly as the
wickets continued to tumble. Mahmudullah managed useful
partnerships with Liton Das and Mushfiqur Rahim, however
Williams’ clever variations of pace strangled the innings, his
dismissal of Mahmudullah effectively ending the tourists’
hopes of a substantial score. “We lost too many wickets at
crucial times and that cost us,” said Bangladesh captain
Shakib al Hasan.— AFP 

Williams and Russell 
power West Indies 
over Bangladesh

WARNER PARK: Tamim Iqbal (left) of Bangladesh is dismissed by Denesh Ramdin of West Indies during the 1st
T20i match between West Indies and Bangladesh at Warner Park, Basseterre, St Kitts, on July 31, 2018. —AFP 

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka
U. Tharanga c de Kock b Ngidi 9
N. Dickwella b Phehlukwayo 69
K. Mendis lbw b Ngidi 0
K. Perera c Ngidi b Phehlukwayo 12
A. Mathews not out 79
S. Jayasuriya c de Kock b Mulder 18
T. Perera c de Kock b Ngidi 19
A. Dananjaya c Miller b Rabada 9
S. Lakmal b Phehlukwayo 7
P. Jayasuriya not out 10
Extras (lb3, w9) 12
Total (8 wickets, 50 overs) 244
Did not bat: K. Rajitha
Fall of wickets: 1-13 (Tharanga), 2-13 (Mendis), 3-56 (K.
Perera), 4-123 (Dickwella), 5-165 (S. Jayasuriya), 6-197
(T. Perera), 7-216 (Dananjaya), 8-227 (Lakmal)
Bowling: Rabada 9-1-48-1 (w4), Ngidi 8-1-50-3 (w2),
Mulder 7-0-26-1, Phehlukwayo 9-0-44-3 (w2), JP
Duminy 7-0-30-0 (w1), Shamsi 10-0-43-0
South Africa: F. du Plessis, H. Amla, Q. de Kock, A.
Markram, JP Duminy, D. Miller, W. Mulder, A.
Phehlukwayo, K. Rabada, T. Shamsi, L. Ngidi

DAMBULLA, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard after Sri
Lanka’s innings in the second one-day international
against South Africa in Dambulla yesterday:

Half-centuries from skipper, Dickwella lift Sri Lanka 

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh Innings
Tamim Iqbal stpd wkpr Ramdin b Nurse 0
Soumya Sarkar b Nurse 0
Liton Das c Fletcher b Paul 24
Shakib al Hasan c Williams b Paul 19
Mushfiqur Rahim c Powell b Williams 15
Mahmudullah b Williams 35
Ariful Haque b Russell 15
Mehidy Hasan c Nurse b Williams 11
Nazmul Islam c wkpr Ramdin b Williams 7
Rubel Hossain not out 2
Mustafizur Rahman not out 3
Extras (lb-2, w-10) 12
Total (20 overs, 9 wickets) 143
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Tamim Iqbal), 2-5 (Soumya Sarkar), 43-3
(Mushfiqur Rahim), 43-4 (Shakib al Hasan), 5-90 (Mushfiqur
Rahim), 6-116 (Ariful Haque), 7-125 (Mahmudullah), 8-132 (Mehidy
Hasan), 9-137 (Nazmul Islam)
Bowling: A. Nurse 1-0-6-2, A. Russell 4-0-27-1, S. Badree 3-0-35-

0, K. Paul 4-0-24-2 (4w), C. Brathwaite 4-0-21-0 (1w), K. Williams
4-0-28-4 (1w).

West Indies Innings (revised target - 91 off 11 overs)
A. Fletcher c wkpr Mushfiqur Rahim b Mustafizur Rahman 7
E. Lewis c Liton Das b Mustafizur Rahman 2
A. Russell not out 35
M. Samuels c Mahmudullah b Rubel Hossain 26
R. Powell not out 15
Extras (b-1, lb-1, w-6) 8
Total (9.1 overs, 3 wickets) 93
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (E. Lewis), 2-10 (A. Fletcher), 3-52 (Samuels)
Did not bat: D. Ramdin, C. Brathwaite, R. Powell, A. Nurse, K. Paul, S.
Badree, K. Williams
Bowling: Mehidy Hasan 1-0-9-0, Mustafizur Rahman 2-1-18-2,
Shakib al Hasan 2.1-0-27-0 (1w) Nazmul Islam 2-0-24-0, Rubel
Hossain 2-0-13-1 (1w).
Result: West Indies won by seven wickets

BASSETERRE, Saint Kitts and Nevis: Scoreboard of the rain-affected opening fixture of a three-match T20 International series between
the West Indies and Bangladesh at Warner Park in St Kitts on Tuesday:

NANJING: Viktor Axelsen and Nozomi Okuhara
stormed into the third round to stay on course for
back-to-back men’s and women’s titles at the bad-
minton world championships yesterday. Denmark’s
Axelsen, the top seed and men’s world number one,
subdued a spirited first-game challenge from China’s
unseeded Huang Yuxiang. The first game was tied at
16-16 when water drops on the court forced a lengthy
delay and eventually the relocation of the match to
another court. 

That’s when Axelsen caught fire, closing out the first
game and stepping on the gas in game two to win the
match 21-17, 21-8. “I was not prepared for the unex-
pected incident on the court,” Huang said. “He

(Axelsen) went into the game much better after the
break. I didn’t get used to the new court as quickly as
he did.” Women’s eighth seed Okuhara of Japan made
shorter work of unseeded Rachel Honderich, sending
the 22-year-old Canadian packing 21-11, 21-9 in just 28
minutes in Nanjing. 

Hosts China, led by the great Lin Dan, are the sport’s
superpower, but they have seen their dominance slip of
late and can expect a tough fight against the rest of the
world’s best in Nanjing. It was so far so good yesterday
as Lin, the number nine seed, got past Sameer Verma of
India, 21-17, 21-14. Also for China, men’s number three
seed Shi Yuqi defeated England’s Rajiv Ouseph 21-18,
21-9 and Olympic champion Chen Long dispatched
Khosit Phetpradab of Thailand, 21-16, 21-11.  

Their compatriot, women’s fifth seed Chen Yufei, had
a rougher time against Gregoria Mariska Tunjung of
Indonesia. After Chen won the first game 21-17, Tunjung
jumped out to a 17-10 lead in the second and looked
ready to extend the match to a third game. But Chen,
20, stormed back to take the game 22-20 and win the
match. “I think I’m better prepared today, mentally and
technically, and this makes me more confident,” Chen
told state-run Xinhua news agency. Also moving ahead
were women’s singles second-seed Akane Yamaguchi,
who got past Fabienne Deprez of Germany. — AFP 

Axelsen and Okuhara 
keep badminton
world title defenses
on track

NANJING: Viktor Axelsen of Denmark hits a shot against Huang Yuxiang of China in their men’s singles match
during the badminton World Championships in Nanjing yesterday. — AFP 


