
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, August 3, 2018

Friday14

MANAGUA: Thousands of Nicaraguans
marched, prayed and danced in their capital
Wednesday as they turned festivities for a
Catholic holiday into a procession calling for
peace in their country, gripped by deadly polit-
ical unrest since April. This year’s Aug 1 celebra-
tion of Saint Dominic, a 12th century Spaniard
who founded the Dominican Order and is the
patron saint of Managua, came as protesters de-
manding the ouster of President Daniel Ortega
clashed with the government’s brutal security
forces. More than 300 people have died in the
past three and a half months, according to rights
groups. Ortega puts the toll at 195.

“We want the Lord to grant us peace,” said
one woman, Jeanneth Sanchez, 55, as she fol-
lowed the procession behind a tiny portrait of
Saint Dominic. “We have a lot to ask of the saint
for Nicaragua. We have suffered a lot from so
many things that have happened,” said another
taking part, Evilina Reyes. A young man who
gave his name as Heriberto said he was hoping
for a “miracle” for his country. Police, unusually,
were absent from the march. In previous years
they monitored it.

Clinging to power 
Protesters - students and youths particularly

- say they are determined to keep up demon-
strations to force Ortega’s resignation, or at least
to hold early elections. The United States, the
Organization of American States and the Vatican
all support those demands. Ortega, though, has
dismissed any suggestion he leave power before
the end of his mandate in early 2022, saying that

to do so would invite “anarchy”. Last month he
ordered police, backed by armed and masked
paramilitaries, to violently crush protest hubs in
Managua and the nearby city of Masaya.

The measure imposed a degree of calm in the
streets, but deepened resentment against his
rule. On Tuesday, the president said he had taken
the country back from “terrorists”. In a series of
interviews with foreign television networks since
last week Ortega insists that “the turmoil is over”
and things were getting back to “normal”.

Persecution 
Some 1,900 people have been arrested in the

protests, of whom around a quarter remain
locked up. At least 98 people have been con-
victed of terrorism and other serious crimes car-
rying penalties of up to 20 years in prison,
according to the Nicaraguan Center for Human
Rights. Dozens of medical staff have been fired
from state-run hospitals for treating wounded
protesters. And prosecutors said this week they
were investigating 10 opposition figures, includ-
ing student leaders, on suspicion of supporting
the protests. Some of them took part in Church-
mediated dialogue with the government that has
stalled since mid-June. Ortega has accused the
bishops taking part of collaborating with “coup-
mongers” seeking to topple his government.

Fleeing Nicaragua 
The UN refugee agency is appealing for

neighboring countries to take in Nicaraguans
who are fleeing the persecution and instability.
Nearly 23,000 Nicaraguans have sought asylum

in Costa Rica since April, UNHCR said, explain-
ing that the southern neighbor was “over-
whelmed”. Panama, Mexico and the United
States have also seen an increase in Nicaraguan
arrivals, UNHCR said. Ortega, 72, headed a left-
wing Sandinista government during the Cold
War, and returned to power in 2007.

The United States has stepped up criticism

of the repression in Nicaragua, with the White
House on Tuesday saying Ortega and his wife,
Vice President Rosario Murillo, “are ultimately
responsible for the pro-government parapolice
that have brutalized their own people”. Ortega
has alleged that the United States is fomenting
the violence in his country by financing opposi-
tion militias. — AFP 

Nicaraguans turn saint’s 
holiday into peace march

Police unusually absent from procession

MANAGUA: Catholic faithful smeared in burnt oil take part in the opening of the 10-day celebration
of the Santo Domingo de Guzman festival on Wednesday. — AFP 

WELLINGTON: New Zealand Prime Minister and new mum
Jacinda Ardern, only the second world leader to give birth while
in office, ended her maternity leave yesterday and immediately
announced baby Neve will accompany her to the United Nations
next month. After six weeks bonding with her daughter, the 38-
year-old said she was looking forward to getting back to work.
“Absolutely,” she told TVNZ as she marked her first day back with
a round of media interviews. “I feel like I’ve been gifted by the
New Zealand public, by my team and with the help of the acting
prime minister this time to be with Neve, which has been wonder-
ful. “But of course, this is a unique circumstance and I’m really
very keen to get back to work.”

Ardern has opted to work from home in Auckland until the
weekend when she will relocate to the capital Wellington. She said
that while she and partner Clarke Gayford want to protect the
baby’s privacy “at the same time we want to be a family and I do
a very public job”. Gayford, a television fishing show host, plans
to be a stay-at-home dad and the main caregiver for their daugh-
ter. Ardern told stuff.co.nz they would travel as a family to the
United Nations in New York, where she is due to speak. “Perhaps
fittingly the program for (the UN meeting) is focused on things

like women, children, and climate change - very strong themes in
those areas,” she said.

Rather than be concerned with affairs of state while on mater-
nity leave, Ardern was “worrying about feeding, sleeping, and
nappies and there’s this overlay of (public) interest in what is ac-
tually something that is mundane”. “Something that every parent
has gone through and yet I absolutely accept this layer of interest
because it’s not our normal yet. But one day it will be.”

The birth capped an eventful year for Ardern, who became
prime minister in October just three months after taking charge
of the Labour Party as it languished in the polls.—AFP 
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AUCKLAND: New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern and
partner Clarke Gayford pose with their baby daughter on
Wednesday. — AFP 

News in brief

‘Inhumane’ treatment suit filed
LOS ANGELES: A lawsuit filed yesterday accuses US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and senior administration officials of sub-
jecting more than 1,000 undocumented immigrants to
“inhumane” conditions at a federal prison in California. Since
June 8 the group of detainees have been imprisoned “in vio-
lation of their constitutional rights”, according to the com-
plaint. “They are locked in prison cells for much of the day and
all night. No healthcare provider has assessed them,” it says.
The suit was filed a day after lawmakers assailed the Trump
administration for its controversial border policy, which in an-
other widely condemned case has led to the separation of
more than 2,500 undocumented migrant children from their
parents or guardians. —AFP 

Australian senators face off 
SYDNEY: An Australian senator has sued a male counterpart
for defamation for making sexually offensive remarks, in a
landmark case that brings the spirit of the #MeToo movement
to the heart of Australia’s democracy. During a debate a month
ago in parliament over a ban on the use of pepper spray, Sen-
ator David Leyonhjelm had heckled Greens Senator Sarah
Hanson-Young with a vulgar colloquial term for sexual inter-
course. Comments made in the chamber are subject to legal
protections. But Leyonhjelm repeated the remark, using the
same term, in subsequent media appearances.—Reuters 


