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BAGO, Myanmar: Monsoon rains have pum-
melled the Mekong region in recent days with
Myanmar bearing the brunt of flooding that has
forced 150,000 to flee and threatens to destroy
levees shielding thousands of homes. The swirling
inundations have started to recede in some areas
in the low-lying southeast but the country is only
just entering peak monsoon season and more
downpours are expected in the coming weeks.
Thousands were either unable or have refused to
leave their half-submerged homes, peering out
from upper floor windows as they waited for re-
lief boats bringing food and supplies.

Some waded out through the waist-deep
water to collect the donations while others bal-
anced precariously on rafts made from bamboo
poles or jerry cans as they paddled through the
waters. Evacuation orders are still in place
across Bago, Karen, Mon and Taninthari
provinces with dozens of dams and reservoirs
overflowing. In Madauk town in Bago region,
warnings that key levees are at breaking point
sparked fear among residents. “We are worried
about the embankment. We are really afraid,”
43-year-old Ma Wai told AFP yesterday. “When
the authorities warned us over the microphone,
we didn’t know where to run. Children and eld-

erly people were crying.”
State media reported that nearly 150,000

people have been forced to seek refuge in 327
camps while nearly 28,000 are clinging on in
their flooded homes. At least a dozen people have
been killed. Tin Tun, 50, said he and his family de-
cided they had no choice but to escape what he
described as the worst flooding they had ever ex-
perienced. “We had to flee, taking people and our
animals by boat. The water was up to our waists
in our house when we left,” he said.

The particularly heavy monsoon is also lash-
ing Myanmar’s neighbors. Laos is still searching
for scores of people missing after a dam col-
lapsed last month, wiping out entire villages and
killing at least 11 - though earlier official tolls ini-
tially put the number as high as 27. Thai, South
Korean and Chinese specialists have joined the
effort to find the missing. Floodwaters from the
disaster seeped into Cambodia and forced thou-
sands from their homes.

Thailand said yesterday that seven of its
northeastern provinces have been hit by flood-
ing, affecting at least 30,000 people. Heavy
flooding has also submerged swathes of farm-
land near Vietnam’s capital Hanoi this week, with
water reaching the roofs of some homes causing

4,000 residents to scramble to dry ground. “We
had to move our property, rice, our cattle and
poultry,” Phung Thi Luan told AFP from a
makeshift shelter in a community center.
“There’s no road for us to get around

and...there’s no electricity.” So far this year in
Vietnam, 112 people have gone missing in natu-
ral disasters, with more than 900 homes com-
pletely destroyed and tens of thousands of
hectares of farmland damaged. —AFP

Myanmar endures worst of 
Mekong monsoon floods

Laos, Vietnam also affected by heavy rain

HPA-AN, Myanmar: Villagers from near Karen state travel across floodwaters on small boats to a waiting relief
boat (not pictured) to pick up food and other emergency supplies on Wednesday. —AFP

Fifth day of 
protests in 
Bangladesh
DHAKA: Bangladesh shut down high schools across the
country yesterday as tens of thousands of students
protested for a fifth straight day after two teenagers were
killed by a speeding bus. Bangladesh’s transport sector is
widely seen as corrupt, unregulated, and dangerous, and
as news of the teenagers’ deaths spread rapidly on social
media, they became a catalyst for a massive outpouring of
anger. Authorities have pleaded with students to call off
the protests that have near-paralyzed Dhaka and spread
beyond the capital, with vehicles vandalized and clashes
with police in some parts. 

The demonstrators, mostly students in their mid-teens,
chanted “we want justice” yesterday as they defied pour-
ing rain to march in Dhaka for another day, bringing traf-
fic to a standstill. The education ministry shut down high
schools yesterday in an effort to quell unrest, promising
students their demands for reforms to road safety would
be considered. But anger has not subdued since a bus
racing for passengers killed a boy and a girl on the road-
side on Sunday, igniting the protests. Protesters are blam-
ing the government for failing to enforce traffic laws, and
an insensitive comment by Shajahan Khan, a government
minister with ties to powerful transport unions, triggered
fresh outrage.

Khan questioned why there was such an uproar over
the two Dhaka children but no reaction when 33 people
were killed in an Indian bus crash the day before. There
have been widespread social media demands for his res-
ignation even though the minister later apologized. Au-
thorities say more than 300 vehicles have been vandalized

since the protests started.
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan on Wednesday

promised that the government would launch a public
transport safety campaign and urged the protesters to go
home. “People are suffering and we don’t want this,” he
said. According to the National Committee to Protect
Shipping, Roads and Railways, a private research group,
more than 4,200 pedestrians were killed in road accidents
last year, a 25 percent increase from 2016. —AFP

DHAKA: Bangladeshi students block a road during a protest yesterday following
the deaths of two college students in a road accident. —AFP

News in brief

3 foreigners killed 
KABUL: Afghan police in Kabul yesterday recovered the bodies
of three foreign nationals who they said had been abducted and
killed, in the latest incident targeting foreigners in the war-torn
capital. The killings come as the city has been rocked by an in-
creasing number of attacks in recent months as Islamic State (IS)
and Taliban insurgents target security forces and government in-
stallations. The victims, all working for a logistics company in
Kabul, were from India, Macedonia and Malaysia, a spokesman
for the interior ministry said. The incident happened after the
group left their office with a car and driver Thursday. Just over an
hour later their bodies were found in what appeared to be a dif-
ferent car by authorities in the rural outskirts of Kabul. “They had
been shot inside the car,” said Bahar Mehr with the interior min-
istry. Another spokesman with the ministry said the car’s driver
was being questioned by police and treated as a possible suspect.
He added that all three had been handcuffed and shot, with two
of the bodies later placed in the trunk of the car. —AFP 

Grey is the new black
ASHGABAT, Turkmenistan: The ruler of ex-Soviet Turkmenistan
has ditched his signature black hair dye - a move that will be
closely analyzed in a nation famed for its leadership personality
cults. A photograph of Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov on the
front of state mouthpiece Neutral Turkmenistan yesterday
showed his thick, dark mane flecked with grey for the first time
since he came to power in 2006. Television footage showing the
61-year-old leader meeting neighboring Kazakhstan’s new am-
bassador to the gas-rich nation confirmed the change. Berdy-
mukhamedov’s new look marks a break from his late
predecessor Saparmurat Niyazov, who made waves in 1999
when he appeared in public with auburn hair after previously
sporting a whitish do. —AFP


