
NANJING: Badminton legend Lin Dan’s bid for a sixth world
title met a sorry end as the man widely regarded as the best
player of all time was well beaten by Chinese compatriot Shi Yuqi
in the last 16. The 34-year-old “Super Dan” was the most high-
profile casualty on a day when men’s number one and reigning
champion Viktor Axelsen of Denmark and women’s number one
Tai Tzu-ying of Taiwan both progressed in Nanjing. Lin, a two-
time Olympic and five-time world champion, may be reaching the
end of his career but he remains the biggest draw in badminton.

The crowd willed him on against his younger opponent Shi,
22, but Lin bowed out with a whimper, 21-15, 21-9. Shi, the third
seed, joins Axelsen and Japan’s strongly fancied Kento Momota
in the quarter-finals of the World Championships. The 24-year-
old Axelsen pulled through against 10th seed Angus Ng Ka-long
of Hong Kong and will play China’s Olympic champion Chen
Long in a mouthwatering showdown. Axelsen admitted that he

was not at his best-so it helped that he was able to draw on the
crowd, who have taken to the Dane partly because of his efforts
to learn Chinese.

Having a good grasp of Mandarin helps in a sport where
many players are Chinese or of Chinese descent. Axelsen has
been learning for about four years and can give interviews in
the language. He has even taken to translating for his rivals and
he can also listen in on the tactics of his Chinese opponents. “It
really helps me communicate with my Chinese fans and I really
appreciate all the support out here,” he told AFP. “Having the
Chinese fans yelling your name, I really appreciate that. “It is
also really convenient to be able to speak a bit, not only with
the other players, but at restaurants and out there in the real
world, so to speak.”

As well as endearing himself to Chinese fans, Axelsen hopes
having the language will be useful for life after badminton. Ax-

elsen won the first game 21-19, then he and Ng went toe-to-toe
in the second, before the Dane prevailed 21-18. He celebrated
with a swing of his fist. “It meant a lot. Sometimes when you feel
like you are not at your highest level, you also have to be able
to win,” he said. “I struggled a little bit to win it and that’s why
I showed some emotions out there today,” he added, before
passing a couple of Chinese players and exchanging pleas-
antries-in Chinese.

In the women’s draw, hot favorite Tai recovered from a slow
start to book her place in the last eight, where she was joined
by Spain’s Olympic champion Carolina Marin. Tai was behind
in the opening exchanges against Zhang Beiwen, the Chinese-
born American who needed internet crowd funding to make it
to Nanjing. But the 24-year-old Tai’s quality shone through,
winning 21-19, 21-14 in 34 minutes to set up a meeting with
China’s sixth seed He Bingjiao. — AFP 
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world title meets a sorry end

Not so ‘Super’ - legend Lin Dan dumped out of World Championships
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KUWAIT: A reception was held for
Kuwait shooters who participated in the
Clay Shooting Grand Prix tournament that
was held in Todi - Italy earlier in the month.
The reception was held in the presence of
President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Engr Duaij Al-Otaibi and
Kuwait Shooting Sport Club Assistant
Secretary Engr Mohammad Al-Ghurba.
Kuwaiti shooter Ahmad Al-Afasi was able
to win second place and the silver medal
in the Double Trap Event, while Ahmad Al-
Awwad won the Junior’s Skeet Bronze
Medal. In the Trap Team Event shooters
Khalid Al-Mudhaf, Talal Al-Rashidi and
Abdelrahman Al-Faihan won third place
and the bronze medals.

Engr Duaij Al-Otaibi said this achieve-
ment is yet another one that it is expected
- and it comes through good planning by
both the board of directors and the tech-
nical department. He said the shooters’
continued training and hard work brought
such achievements and the result made by
Ahmad Al-Awad is a promising one as “we
at KSSC rely heavily on juniors because
they are the future of Kuwait Shooting”.

Al-Otaibi dedicated this achievement to
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
and the Kuwaitis.

Engr Al-Otaibi lauded the support of
the honorary President of KSSC Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, Information Minister, State Minis-
ter for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri

and Public Authority for Sports and its Di-
rector General Humoud Fulaiteh. He said
preparations are underway for the 8th
Asian Clay Shooting and 11th Air Gun
Shooting Tournament to be held in No-
vember in Kuwait - with 45 countries par-
ticipating. The club will begin its local
2018-2019 season with the tournament of
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on October 4th
2018 at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex.

Samba badminton: 
From Brazilian slum 
to world’s acclaim
NANJING: If it was not for badminton, the Brazilian Ygor
Coelho says that he would have ended up like some of his
friends from their Rio favela - caught up in drugs or dead. In-
stead, the 21-year-old with a beaming smile is making a name
for himself as South America’s best badminton player and an
example for others growing up in tough circumstances.

Coelho was defeated in the last 16 of the World Champi-
onships yesterday in Nanjing, but not before his story grabbed
attention and won him many admirers in China. Exhibiting fleet,
samba-like footwork, Coelho - ranked 39 in the world - sprang
a shock in beating 11th-seeded HS Prannoy of India on
Wednesday. Coelho’s run came to an emphatic end with a com-
prehensive 21-11, 21-7 defeat to Taiwan’s Chou Tien-chen, but
that did nothing to wipe the big grin off his face.

At times, Coelho has to pinch himself that all of this - the
crowd chanting his name, the media interest, playing sport for
money - is real. Even speaking English, a necessity when tak-
ing part in top-level international competition, is something
that he never thought possible. Asked by AFP what he would
be doing now if it were not for badminton, Coelho said: “It’s a
hard question, but for sure badminton has changed my life.
“I’ve learnt English, I travel around the world, I have good ex-
periences, friends all over the world. “I’ve learnt a lot from
badminton.”

‘Some friends died’ 
Coelho has since left the Chacrinha slum of his boyhood

on Rio’s western outskirts, instead training and living in France
and Denmark. But his tough upbringing in a community
blighted by drug violence remains a major part of his identity.
Coelho started playing badminton - a sport hardly associated
with football-mad Brazil - at three thanks to his father, Se-
bastiao Dias de Oliveira, a PE teacher and badminton coach.
“My father created a social project in badminton in the favela
to help people not go in the bad way, not do drugs, this kind
of stuff,” said Coelho. “My friends went into that kind of life
and some of them died. “Me doing this here, I am like a hero
to some of them (at the project) and they are trying to follow
the same way as me.” — AFP 
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