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World Cup worker dies 

DOHA: A 23-year-old Nepalese World Cup laborer
in Qatar died yesterday while working on one of the
venues for the 2022 tournament, officials in Doha
announced in a statement. An investigation has been
launched after the man was killed “while working at
the Al Wakrah Stadium project site”, Qatar’s World
Cup organizing body, the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy said. “His next of kin has been
informed and the relevant Qatari and Nepali author-
ities have been notified,” said the committee in a
statement. —AFP 

Riyadh frees Iran fishermen 

LONDON: Saudi Arabia has freed three Iranian
fishermen detained by the kingdom’s coastguard last
year, Iran’s state news agency IRNA quoted an
Iranian official as saying yesterday, following negoti-
ations between the two regional rivals. Ardeshir
Yarahmadi, the head of the fisheries department of
Iran’s Bushehr province, said the three fishermen
were arrested in June 2017 after their boat drifted
into the Saudi waters. They had been freed this week
after “negotiations between foreign ministry officials
of both countries”, Yarahmadi said. — Reuters

Vienna ‘most livable city’ 

LONDON: Austria’s capital Vienna has beaten
Melbourne to be ranked the “world’s most livable
city” in a new annual survey released Monday, end-
ing the southern Australian city’s seven-year reign.
Vienna scored a “near-ideal” 99.1, beating
Melbourne into second place on 98.4. Japan’s Osaka
took third place, Calgary fourth and Sydney fifth. At
the other end of the spectrum, the five worst cities to
live in were Damascus at the bottom of the table fol-
lowed by Dhaka, Lagos, Karachi and Port Moresby
in Papua New Guinea. — AFP 

Free La Liga broadcasts 

MADRID: Lionel Messi, Gareth Bale and a host of
La Liga stars will be beamed for free to viewers in
the Indian subcontinent as part of a landmark deal
with Facebook to broadcast live matches, the Spanish
top flight division said yesterday. All 380 football
matches of the new 2018-2019 La Liga season, which
begins Friday, will be available to watch on the social
media network in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, La
Liga said in a statement. — AFP (See Page 27)

ISTANBUL: Tourists from the Gulf queue outside a Louis Vuitton store on Monday. The collapse of the
Turkish lira has been an unexpected windfall for foreign tourists visiting the country at the peak of the
summer season. — AFP (See Page 11)

By Sajeev K Peter and Agencies 

KUWAIT/ISTANBUL: Large crowds of expats were
seen at many money exchange companies in Kuwait
yesterday as the Indian rupee continued its free-fall
against major currencies across the world. One Kuwaiti
dinar traded at 230.60 Indian rupees yesterday as the
rupee touched an all-time low of 70 against the dollar,
following a broader weakness in other emerging market
currencies prompted by a currency crisis in Turkey.

“It is a good time for Indians to send money home,”
said E D Titus of Aman Exchange, who attributed the
weaknesses of the Indian currency primarily to the
plunge in the crisis-hit lira. “The emerging markets are
largely concerned about a possible spillover from lira’s
weakness,” he said. The rupee was trading around 64
against the dollar and around 217 against the dinar in
Aug-Sept 2017. The currency has lost more than 5 per-
cent of its value over a period of one year.

The rupee continued to trade at record lows yester-
day at local currency exchange houses, prompting both
wealthy non-resident Indians (NRIs) and people from
lower income segments to transfer money to India.
“There is a substantial rise in high value remittances to
India in the last three days, an indication that expats
with high income are taking advantage of the weakness
in the rupee,” said Muhammad Aziz, an executive at a
local exchange company.

Many market specialists are of the opinion that a
sudden plunge in the value of the rupee usually does
not help expats in the low-income categories much. “It
appears that expats from all walks of life are taking

advantage of the record weakness of the rupee. There
is not only an increase in the volume of remittances, but
the number of transactions as well,” added Aziz.

“However, we are expecting that the rupee will
recover, albeit marginally, when the Indian market
reopens after the Independence Day holiday,” Titus
said. According to reports, the Reserve Bank of India is
planning to intervene in the forex market to stem the
free-fall of the rupee. “For people like us, it is a blessing
in disguise,” said Sheila, a housemaid as she came out
of an exchange house in Salhiya after transferring a
small sum to her hometown of Panaji.

South Africa, Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Russia
have all seen their currencies slip over the past week
because, like Turkey, they remain heavily dependent on
foreign capital, especially the dollar. The rupee has
been on a downward spiral throughout 2018 after start-
ing the year at 63.67. India is a massive net importer of
oil, securing more than two-thirds of its needs from
abroad. Brent Crude was up 20 cents at $72.81 per bar-
rel yesterday, well above prices of around $50 at the
same time last year.

Analysts say the high crude costs are squeezing the
Indian currency, making it less appealing to traders.
“Investors are concerned that the rupee has crossed
the 70 benchmark today,” said N S Venkatesh, chief
executive of the Association of Mutual Funds in India.
But he added that he expected the currency to stabilize
at around 69, describing India’s economy as “strong”.

“The Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy has
shown concern for the rupee’s fluctuations so investors 

Continued on Page 24

GENOA, Italy: About 30 people were killed yesterday
when a giant motorway bridge collapsed in heavy rain
in the Italian city of Genoa in what the government
called an “immense tragedy”. The collapse, which saw a
vast stretch of the A10 freeway tumble on to railway
lines in the northern port city, came as the bridge was
undergoing maintenance work and as the Liguria
region, where Genoa is situated, experienced torrential
rainfall. “Unfortunately there are around 30 dead and
many injured in a serious condition,” Interior Minister
Matteo Salvini told reporters.

Rescuers scouring through the wreckage, strewn
among shrubs and train tracks, said there were
“dozens” of victims, as rescue helicopters winched sur-
vivors on stretchers from the ruined bridge. Cars and
trucks were tangled in the rubble and nearby buildings
damaged by vast chunks of concrete, according to an
AFP photographer at the scene. “We’re not giving up
hope, we’ve already saved a dozen people from under

Continued on Page 24
GENOA, Italy: A helicopter hovers as rescuers work at the site where the Morandi motorway bridge col-
lapsed yesterday. — AFP 

30 dead in Italy 
bridge collapse; 
Amir sends 
condolences  

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump took anoth-
er swipe at his former “Apprentice” and White House
aide Omarosa Manigault Newman yesterday in espe-
cially angry terms, slamming her as a “dog” and a
“crazed, crying lowlife” as her tell-all book hits stores.
Manigault Newman - who first gained fame as a con-
testant on Trump’s reality TV show - has dripped out
recordings of private conversations she had while on
staff in the White House as she promotes her memoir
about her time with “The Donald”.

The book - in which she variously describes Trump
as a racist, liar and “germophobe” with a “total lack of
empathy” - has plunged the White House and the pres-
ident again into crisis, and dominated news headlines
for days. Trump had already branded “Omarosa” - as
she is commonly known in America - a “lowlife” after
she released a recording of her firing by chief of staff
John Kelly, seemingly recorded in the White House
Situation Room. And after she released a recording of a
conversation she had with Trump after her firing, he
repeated called her “wacky”.

But yesterday, he ratcheted up the war of words - to
a level of nastiness rarely seen, even from a president
who has shown he does not pull punches when insulting
his critics. “When you give a crazed, crying lowlife a
break, and give her a job at the White House, I guess it
just didn’t work out. Good work by General Kelly for
quickly firing that dog!” Trump tweeted.

Continued on Page 24
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WASHINGTON: “Unhinged”, the new tell-all book by former
White House aide Omarosa Manigault Newman, is for sale
at the Politics and Prose bookstore yesterday. — AFP 

JERICHO: Palestinian postal service employees are
working overtime to sort through some 10 tons of
letters and packages blocked by Israel for up to
eight years, Palestinian officials said yesterday. The
parcels, dating from between 2010 and this year,
had been prevented by Israel from entering the
West Bank via Jordan but were released in a one-
time deal, the officials said. The goods range from
simple letters to medicine and even wheelchairs for
the disabled, AFP journalists found at the sorting
center in the occupied West Bank city of Jericho.

Palestinian Telecommunications Minister Allam
Mousa accused Israel in a statement of having
blocked the delivery and of delaying the implemen-
tation of an agreement on postal services. Israeli
authorities confirmed the packages had been trans-
ferred and said an agreement was in the works, but
did not comment in detail. Ramadan Ghazawi, an
official at the sorting center in Jericho, said he

Continued on Page 24
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Mourners gather to pay respects
for late Sheikha Fareeha Al-Sabah

Foreign leaders, officials send condolences to Amir, Crown Prince

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomed mourn-
ers to Bayan Palace yesterday, where they
offered their condolences over the passing of
Sheikha Fareeha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. The
mourners included foreign diplomats as well
as the UAE’s Minister of State for Tolerance
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan and
the Qatari Amir’s personal representative
Sheikh Jassem bin Mohammad Al-Thani,
along with a delegation accompanying him.
Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council’s
Secretary General Dr Abdullatif Al-Zayani,
Governor of Bahrain’s Southern Governorate
Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al-Khalifa and
Chairman of Bahrain’s Basketball Association
Sheikh Essa bin Ali Al-Khalifa were also
among those to have expressed their sympa-
thies over Sheikha Fareeha’s death.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir and His
Highness the Crown Prince received cables of
condolences from several foreign leaders and
officials over the passing of Sheikha Fareeha.
They received cables of condolences from
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-

Saud and Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud. In response, they sent
cables to the two senior officials, expressing
their gratitude for the warm sentiments.

His Highness the Amir and His Highness the
Crown Prince also received cables of condo-
lences from UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan, UAE Vice President, Prime
Minister and Dubai Ruler Sheikh Mohammad
bin Rashed Al-Maktoum, and Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince and Deputy Commander of the
Armed Forces Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received
cables of condolences from Qatari Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Bahraini
King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa, Bahraini
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al-
Khalifa, Bahraini Crown Prince Deputy
Commander of the Armed Forces and First
Deputy Prime Minister Salman bin Hamad Al-
Khalifa, Sultan of Oman Qaboos Bin Saeed,
Jordanian King Abdullah II, Egyptian
President Abdulfattah Al-Sisi, Grand Imam of
Al-Azhar Dr Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, President of

Eritrea Isaias Afwerki, and Leader of Iraqi
National Coalition and National Wisdom
Movement of Iraq Ammar Al-Hakim.

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir received
cables of condolences from Sheikh Humaid Bin
Rashid Al-Nuaimi, Ruler of Ajman, Sheikh
Sultan Bin Mohammad Al-Qasimi, Ruler of
Sharjah, Sheikh Saud Bin Rashid Al-Mualla,
Ruler of Umm Al Quwain, Sheikh Hamad Bin
Mohammad Al-Sharqi, Ruler of Fujaira, Sheikh
Saud Bin Saqr Al-Qasimi, Ruler of Ras Al
Khaima, Sheikh Ammar Bin Humaid Al-Nuaimi,
Crown Prince of Ajman, Sheikh Nasser Bin
Rashid Al-Nuaimi, Deputy Ruler of Ajman,
Sheikh Ahmad Bin Sultan Al-Qasimi, Deputy
Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammad
Bin Sultan Al-Qasimi, Crown Prince and
Deputy Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Salem Bin Sultan Al-Qasimi, Deputy Ruler of
Sharjah, Sheikh Rashid Bin Saud Bin Rashid Al-
Mualla, Crown Prince of Umm Al Quwain,
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Hamad Bin Mohammad
Al-Sharqi, Crown Prince of Fujaira, and Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Saud Bin Saqr Al-Qasimi,
Crown Prince of Ras Al Khaima. 

In addition, His Highness the Amir received
a cable of condolences from Deputy Chief of

the National Guard Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who expressed his deep-
est condolences over Sheikha Fareeha’s
demise, praying Almighty Allah to bestow
mercy upon her soul. His Highness the Amir
sent a cable of gratitude to Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad for his warm consolation and sympa-

thy. Also, His Highness the Amir received a
cable of condolences from First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, over the passing
of Sheikha Fareeha. His Highness the Amir sent
a cable to Sheikh Nasser thanking him for his
sincere sentiments. — KUNA

KUWAIT: UAE’s Minister of State for Tolerance Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan offers condolences to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah over the passing of Sheikha Fareeha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

Governor of Bahrain’s Southern Governorate Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al-Khalifa
and Chairman of Bahrain’s Basketball Association Sheikh Essa bin Ali Al-
Khalifa offer condolences to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Ambassador of Senegal to Kuwait and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Abdoul
Ahad Mbacke offers condolences to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Sudan’s Ambassador to Kuwait Mohi Al-Deen Salem
Ahmad offers his condolences to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Ambassador of Nepal to Kuwait Yagya Bahadur Hamal
offers his condolences to His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Qatari Amir’s personal representative Sheikh Jassem bin Mohammad Al-Thani offers condolences to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Gulf Cooperation Council’s Secretary General Dr Abdullatif Al-Zayani pays his respects.



Alghanim Industries
concludes summer
internship program 
KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries, one of
the largest privately owned companies
in the region, concluded its fifth annual
summer internship program with a
closing ceremony that took place last
week in the JW Marriott Hotel in
Kuwait City. The ceremony was attend-
ed by representatives from Alghanim
Industries’ different businesses and
departments who hosted the students
throughout the four-week period of
their internship. 

The program kicked off in July, fol-
lowing a series of rigorous interviews
with the students who submitted their
applications on the company’s careers
website. The interviews and selection
process aimed to filter applicants and
learn more about their interests, capa-
bilities, and expectations before match-
ing them with internship opportunities
at Alghanim Industries or any of its
companies. 

In a statement to the press, Alghanim
Industries’ Chief Human Resources
Officer, Henning Schlutt, underscored
the company’s commitment to develop-
ing youth, especially refining their pro-
fessional skills ahead of joining the
workforce. He noted: “Our summer

internship program is an extension of
our ongoing efforts to help young peo-
ple develop their potential, as it pro-
vides interns with an opportunity to uti-
lize their skills, hone their talents, and
acquire professional workplace essen-
tials from practicing in a professional
and dynamic workplace.”

Throughout the period of their
internship, students were trained and
assigned different projects, working
closely with professionals in different
fields and departments on day-to-day
activities. To close their internship, stu-
dents gave presentations on the high-
lights of their experience, and were pro-
vided with clear constructive feedback,
focusing on their strengths and weak-
nesses to better help them prepare for
their professional future. 

“My time at Alghanim Industries was
truly enriching; I was able to use what I
have learned in a professional work
environment, and I benefited a lot from
my interaction with the different teams
and departments in the company,” said
Reema Boualayan, an Animation
Bachelor of Design student at the
University of Dundee, Scotland.

Alghanim Industries has a long
record of accomplishment working with
established entities to empower youth
and develop their skills, such as INJAZ
Kuwait and AMIDEAST, who contribute
extensively to help different segments of
society with a number of programs and
initiatives.
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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Education Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Private and Quality Education
Abdelmohsen Al-Huwai lah issued a decis ion
approving the opening of International General
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) class-
es in foreign schools that have Indian and Pakistani
education systems for the secondary stage only, to
be taught during morning hours along with the oth-
er curricula. IGCSE is an English language curricu-
lum offered to students to prepare them for
International Baccalaureate, A Level and BTEC
Level 3. Procedures for applying to open IGCSE
classes in private schools include:

l An appl icat ion to the private education
department, along with information about the part-
ner education entity that will issue the international
certificate.

l The private education department reviews the
application.

l When the school receives the approval of the
ministry to open IGCSE classes and completes reg-
istration with the partner entity that issues the
international certificate, the school will send the
registration certificate and reports related to it to
the private education department.

Hydrogen sulfide
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) is

providing research results to the Environment
Public Authority, Kuwait Municipality and the min-
istries of public works and electricity and water
with regards to estimating hydrogen sulfide gas
levels in underground waters at construction sites
in order to control the spread of unpleasant odors
around Kuwait City. KISR is preparing a well to
collect samples of underground waters, said Asem

Al-Khalid from the water research center of KISR,
explaining that hydrogen sulfide is poisonous and
hazardous for those at the site and causes corro-
sion in sewer pipes and some other metals.

First Ring Road
Director of First Ring Road bridges and roads

project Khalida Al-Salem said 62 percent of the pro-
ject’s work is complete, saying that the project
comes within the plan of developing the traffic net-
work and increasing its capacity. She said work is
going ahead with cooperation and coordination
between all concerned departments in order to
increase the capacity of the current road and reduce

congestion. She said the project includes three inter-
sections, five bridges, three tunnels and two pedes-
trian bridges, in addition to renewing telephone,
water and power networks as well as other services.

Price increases
Commerce and Industry Minister Khalid Al-

Roudhan said some companies applied for price
increase through the website of the union of coop-
erative societies and not through the ministry. He
said the ministry did not discuss any application for
price increases. He said the ministry is keen on

implementing law 10/1979, amended by law
117/2013, with regards to supervising trade in
goods and services and setting the prices of some
of them. He added the ministry continues to moni-
tor prices of consumer products in various areas of
Kuwait, and asks for price lists to make sure mer-
chants are complying with declared prices.
Roudhan said the ministry is running awareness
campaigns for consumers to help boost consumers’
supervisory role to inform about any artificial price
increases through the hotline 135.

Charity project
Director General of Kuwait Food Bank Salem Al-

Hamar said the 2018 udhiya (sacrifice) project is
being carried out in cooperation with the Zakat
House, which the food bank launches before Eid Al-
Adha every year. The project aims at distributing
sacrificial meat to the poor and needy during Eid.
He said a number of centers of Zakat House will be
open on the first day of Eid Al-Adha, including
Salmiya (morning only), Dhahiyat Abdullah Al-
Salem (morning and evening), Fahd Al-Ahmad
(morning), Kaifan (morning), and Yarmouk (morn-
ing). The morning hours are from 7 am until 1 pm,
while the evening hours are from 1 pm until 7 pm.
He said Arab and Australian sheep worth between
KD 70 to KD 100 will be sacrificed and expected
to cover more than 3,000 families.

Mackerel fishing ban
Kuwait Fishermen Union President Dhaher Al-

Suwayyan said mackerel fishing will be banned for
the first time in Kuwait for two months starting
from Aug 15 until Oct 15 in Kuwait’s territorial
waters, like other Gulf countries. He said fishermen
must comply with the ban as punishments will be
levied on violators. He said most fishermen would

like to be allowed to fish for shrimp in territorial
waters so that Kuwait ’s  share is  not wasted,
according to him.

Women sentenced
Two women were sentenced to 15 years in jail

for luring men to their house to commit immoral
acts. After the women lured the men to their house
or other places, they were beaten by other men
who robbed them of their money. The victims were
also photographed. Meanwhile, 500 citizens were
sent to the prosecution for receiving labor support
allowances although they remained at home.

Pens removed
A campaign at the sheep holding pens in Rai

resulted in the removal of 65 pens and 10 tents.
Separately, Head of the central emergency team at
the Municipality Meshal Al-Malek said 267 cubic
meters of scrap was removed.

Education Ministry approves IGCSE
classes in Indian and Pakistani schools

KISR conducts research to estimate hydrogen sulfide levels at construction sites

No price
increase
requests

approved

Premier hosts
champion
Daihani
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received at Bayan
Palace yesterday the Olympic champion
Fhaid Mohammad Al-Daihani who
awarded His Highness a rifle of special
specifications. Meanwhile, His Highness
the Prime Minister received Dr Nasser
Khamis Al-Mutairi who awarded him a
book titled ‘Kuwait and Mediation
Diplomacy.’

Separately, Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah received yes-
terday at his office Kuwait’s Ambassador
to Jordan Aziz Al-Daihani. Sheikh

Khaled congratulated Daihani on the
occasion of being appointed as Kuwait’s
new ambassador in Jordan, and dis-
cussed with him ways of offering more
facilities for Kuwaitis in the kingdom.
Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham attended the meeting.

In the meantime, Finance Minister
Nayef Al-Hajraf discussed yesterday with
South Korean Ambassador Hong Ki and
Nicaraguan Ambassador Mohammed
Farara bilateral cooperation. The ministry
said in a press statement that the minister
received in his office the ambassador of
South Korea and discussed with him lat-
est developments on holding of the sec-
ond session of the Kuwaiti-Korean minis-
terial committee for economic and trade
cooperation. Hajraf also received
Nicaraguan Ambassador Mohammed
Farara and talked with him about bilateral
economic and trade cooperation
between the two friendly countries, the
statement added. —KUNA

KUWAIT: A group picture of the summer interns with Alghanim Industries rep-
resentatives.
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Through recycling, industrial sector seeks
sustainability to achieve Kuwait’s 2035 vision
Creating appropriate business development framework for industrial entrepreneurs 

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Panoramic view of Kuwait City at night. — Photo by Bassam Asad (KUNA)

KUWAIT: Within the ‘New Kuwait 2035
Vision’, government institutions are working
hard to create an appropriate business
development framework for industrial
entrepreneurs in various sectors.
Despite a common goal of reducing
waste, recycling-related projects are
promising and support sustainability
and economic diversification.

In this regard, Director General of
Kuwait’s National Fund for Small and
Medium Enterprise Development
(SMEs) Abdullah Al-Joaan said that
the fund’s vision is to help build a pio-
neering society that stimulates inno-
vation and achieves economic development
opportunities. He added that the Fund aims to
create employment opportunities for Kuwaitis

in the private sector, and to increase the con-
tribution of SMEs to local economy.

Moreover, the Fund finances recycling proj-
ects, including plastic, wood, aluminum and
paper, Joaan noted.

Meanwhile, Director General for the Public
Authority for Industry (PAI) Abdulkarim Taqi
said that any industrial entrepreneur has the

right, each according to his activity, to apply
for plots used for industrial purposes. He said
that PAI has identified five sectors that will be
included in Al-Naayem City, located 70 km
west of Kuwait City, at a cost of KD 240 mil-
lion (about $793 million), part of which will be
allocated to recycling industries.

Kuwait University economy professor
Nayef Al-Shammari said meanwhile that recy-
cling-based industries are urgently needed in
Kuwait to boost economic sector and achieve
sustainable development, in order to material-
ize the desire of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to turn
Kuwait into an international, commercial and
financial hub. In the same context, Executive
Director of Omniya Plastic Bottles Recycling
project Sanaa Al-Qemlas said that the project

aims to engage the public in a nationwide
recycling initiative about the disposal of plas-
tic products and to reduction of plastic waste.
She said that 76 percent of waste in Kuwait is
‘recyclable’, adding that the raw materials
produced by the recycling plants will be sold
to gain a revenue of $134 million annually.

In the meantime, Executive Director of
Agrivage Company Abdulwahab Bodai said
the company is preserving the environment by
recycling food waste and converting it into
usable; and rich soil. Bodai pointed out that
his Company, which employs about 20 young
Kuwaitis under the age of 18 years, has con-
verted about 3.2 tons of vegetable and fruit
leftovers into chemical-free organic fertilizer
through ‘Berkeley Method of
Entrepreneurship’.  — KUNA

Helping build
a pioneering

society

Zain supports
‘Sahabat Amal’
volunteer team
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunica-
tions company in Kuwait, announced its sup-
port to the ‘Sahabat Amal’ volunteer team,
which consists of medical students from
Kuwait and other countries. The company
supports the team during their latest trip to
Kerala, India with the aim of providing med-
ical and educational aid to people in need. 

Zain’s support to this humanitarian cam-
paign comes under its comprehensive
Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibly Strategy that closely focuses on
supporting humanitarian initiatives in Kuwait
and around the world. The company strongly
believes that such initiatives help infuse a
sense of responsibility into members of the
society, and help support those who are in
need of help.

‘Sahabat Amal’ volunteers recently visited
Kerala, India with the aim of providing med-
ical and educational aid to people in need,
orphans, and students. The trip included visit-
ing medical centers and orphanages in the
area to raise health awareness, offer prophy-
lactic vaccinations, train medical staff on
offering first aid, as well as conduct essential
check-ups and distribute medicine. The team
also offers schoolbags and gifts to students in
an effort to improve their life conditions as
much as possible. 

Zain is committed to enrich the culture of
giving and social contribution through sup-
porting such campaigns and initiatives adopt-
ed by non-profit organizations inside and out-

side of Kuwait. Zain prides itself on its long
track of records and contributions it has put in
philanthropic areas over the years, being one
of the leading companies in the private sector.   

Zain is proud of its long list of pro-
grams and contributions that serve noble
causes through strategically partnering
with entities that adopt humanitarian

work, including ‘Sahabat Amal’ volunteer
team, as well as other non-profit organi-
zations, governmental institutions, and
global entities. 
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We all enter into hundreds of legal transactions
every month even if we do not think or consider
them as such, such as purchasing a paper in the

morning, getting a cup of coffee or buying a new pair of
jeans. Sometimes we do not even have to say anything - just
grab that chocolate bar, place the money on the counter and
leave. These transactions though are all regulated by laws
and regulations and are technically legal transactions with
their own set of ‘rules’.

Different types of transactions have a different set of
regulations. Buying a car has its own set of ‘rules’ compared
to buying a smartphone or a food item. Different countries
and different jurisdictions have different rules. These rules
govern what we call consumer rights or consumer protec-
tions. Kuwait promulgated a legislation in 2014 that discuss-
es protections that I would like to discuss in this article.

Also, different authorities have been set up to deal with
different consumer rights. The Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition deals with complaints about food supplies, the
Communication and Information Technology Regulatory
Authority deals with complaints regarding phone and
Internet bills, for medical supplies there is a hotline under the
health ministry for complaints, and everything else is under
the ministry of commerce’s 135 hotline.

Five-year guarantee 
Question: I purchased a car five years ago and it had a

five-year guarantee. The car for the past two years has been
breaking down continuously and I was not able to benefit
from it. The dealership informed me that they are just repre-
sentatives of the car manufacturer and that since my guaran-
tee has expired, they cannot fix my car.

Fajer: Article 49 of the law states that the dealership in
Kuwait or a franchisor is as responsible as if they are the
manufacturers. They have to provide you with the guarantee
and if you weren’t able to use your car for let’s say one year
out of the five years, then the dealership is responsible to
provide you with an extended year to your guarantee.

Question: I went into a store to buy a phone but was told
I cannot test it - is this true?

Fajer: Every person has the right under the law to test
any product before purchasing it.

Question: I understand that as a consumer I have the
right to return a piece of clothing and receive cash back, yet
I keep getting offered a gift card by the store - is this legal?

Fajer: You have the legal right to refuse the gift card and
ask for cash back. It is something that I have tried multiple
times myself and I have received cash back.

For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-legal.com. 
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KUWAIT: Filipina domestic worker Ronalyn Yonting
Lagawan has been missing since February 2017. The
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait recently issued a state-
ment seeking information about her whereabouts, along
with a photo, and asking that anyone with information
to contact the embassy
directly.  “We confirmed that
Ronalyn Lagawan has been
missing for 18 months now.
We don’t know her where-
abouts but we have already
coordinated with the local
authorities to help us find
Ronalyn,” said a representa-
tive from the embassy’s
assistance to nationals unit
who spoke to Kuwait Times
on the condition of anonymi-
ty. “We hope that she is okay and that maybe she is just
afraid to surface or call her relatives. We appeal to any-
one who may have knowledge of her whereabouts to
directly communicate with us at the embassy because
her family is worried.” 

According to the Philippine Embassy source,

Ronalyn absconded from her employer in February
2017 and since then has failed to communicate with her
relatives back in Manila. “She absconded in February
2017 and never called her family since then. So we
decided to launch a social media appeal for Ronalyn to
find her,” he said.  There have been numerous inci-
dences of human trafficking in Kuwait and domestic

helpers who abscond are
often trapped into prostitu-
tion rings or other il l icit
activities. Often they are held
against their will or are living
illegally, and therefore unable
or unwilling to get in touch
with the authorities. Often
criminals may attempt to lure
domestic helpers with prom-
ises of better jobs and better
pay or by befriending them
and encouraging them to run

away from their sponsors. 
According to Human Rights Watch, Kuwait has more

than 660,000 domestic workers in a population of
more than 4 million. The group has documented cases
of abuse of domestic helpers, including confiscation of
passports, forcing them to work excessively for hours

without rest or a weekly day off, confining them to
employers’ homes, verbally abusing them and in some
cases, physically and sexually assaulting them.
Furthermore, suicides and deaths of domestic workers
are reported every year in Kuwait.

Anyone with information on the whereabouts of
Ronalyn should contact local police or the embassy
hotline at +965/6500-2612. 

Domestic helper missing for
18 months, family lost all contact 

Embassy confirms news, appeals for information

Ronalyn Lagawan

Maid absconded
in February 

2017

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s financial crimes department
completed its investigations in a money laundering case at the
education ministry, and sent the case to the public funds prose-
cution. The ministry also terminated the contract of one of
those involved. The Central Bank discovered money laundering
at the education ministry with senior officials involved. Their
actions were known by their superiors, and they were referred
to state security. The Central Bank found the money laundering
was done with a new trick and through bogus work orders and
invoices for maintenance works that were not executed.

Domestic violence
A Pakistani man was held at Farwaniya police station after

stabbing his wife several times in various parts of her body.
The victim remains in hospital in critical condition, and police
are waiting on her condition to determine the charges to be
pressed against her husband; if she survives, he will be
charged with attempted murder, and if she dies, for premedi-
tated murder. A security source said a report from Farwaniya
Hospital was received about the stabbings. When detectives
investigated, they learned it was the husband who had
stabbed her. When he arrived at the hospital to check on his
wife’s condition, he was arrested.

Cafe worker beaten
A citizen beat a worker at a Hawally cafe for being late in

bringing shisha for him. The beating took place in front of
other cafe patrons, who saved the Indian worker. The cafe
owner called police, who took the two to the police station.
The citizen faces assault charges.

Death
The body of an Egyptian man in his 30s was sent to coro-

ner after he died one week after arriving in Kuwait. Adan
Hospital reported the case from Al-Zour. Hospital staff said
the deceased man was exhausted and had difficulty breath-
ing. The victim arrived in hospital comatose without any vital
signs, and doctors could not revive him and declared him
dead 45 minutes later.

Reckless driver arrested
A reckless driver smashed into a police patrol in Fahaheel,

prompting a man and a woman who were with him to flee. He
was arrested and found drunk and in possession of a liquor
bottle. Police asked the erratic driver to pull over, but he did
not heed their call. He then hit the patrol car and sped away,
enabling his companions to escape, before he was arrested.
The duo is being sought based on information police received
from the suspect.

Six rescued
A lieutenant from Shuwaikh sea fire center broke his hand

while rescuing six sailors whose boat sank near Doha Port. The
six were rescued safely and the lieutenant was taken to hospital.

—Translated by Kuwait Times form Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Police investigate
money laundering
case at Education
Ministry



Ritual burial of Abomey
king begins in Benin
ABOMEY-CALAVI: “Darkness has fallen on the kingdom,” the prime minis-
ter of the Abomey kingdom in southern Benin told the 300,000 people
gathered to mark the death of traditional monarch Dah Dedjalagni Agoli-
Agbo. The celebration at the weekend of the ancestral king’s life is the
beginning of at least six months of funeral rites, following his death and bur-
ial in July. The rest will continue in the privacy of the royal courtyard.
“Tradition says that fever grips the kingdom for as long as the funeral is not
held,” said Dah Sodjo Kehnounhon, royal advisor and funeral organizer.
“The death of the king plunges his kingdom into darkness. No celebration
may take place until the king’s ceremonies have ended.” The crowd wit-
nessed ritual sacrifice of a goat, followed by the deep ring of gongs signify-
ing the start of the ceremony. Dignitaries, princes and courtiers from the
region, bare-chested and wearing loinclothes, sat crossed-legged in two
long columns outside the palace. Government officials and royals from
around the country also made the trip to Abomey, once the capital of the
400-year-old kingdom known as Dahomey, the former name of Benin.
Agoli-Agbo’s ascension to the throne of Dahomey in 1989 was disputed,
with some not recognizing his rule until 2010. A police officer by training
who had 41 wives, his age was also argued but was said by his younger
brother to have been 84.

Consult voodoo spirit Fa
The former kingdom of Dahomey had vied for control of the Gulf of

Guinea region and was renowned for its fearsome women soldiers and rich
from the slave trade. “Under the twelve kings who succeeded from 1625 to
1900, the kingdom established itself as one of the most powerful of the
western coast of Africa,” according to the UNESCO website. In the past,
great numbers of people were sacrificed to accompany the king into the
spirit world, according to Oxford Reference, but not anymore. 

In modern Benin the constitution does not recognize kings and other
traditional chiefs. Their political power ended when King Behanzin was
deported during the colonial struggle against France at the end of the 19th
century. Still, they retain great influence on the city and their subjects, a
testament to the power of tradition in the region, where voodoo is prac-
ticed alongside Christianity and Islam. Agoli-Agbo, who had an immaculate
royal pedigree, worked on the renovation of several palaces, turning them
into tourist attractions in the small West African country. “He was a
reformer king who felt that children should be interested in custom and
culture,” said Didier Samsom to AFP, one of the king’s descendants. The
king worked hard to “make the court more modern and dust off the tradi-
tion.” When the ceremonies have ended, a successor to Agola-Agbo is due
to be revealed to the public. But many fear the appointment will take
longer than usual, since all the royal communities have to agree on the
appointment of the new sovereign. “We could consult Fa - the voodoo
spirit - if necessary,” said the court minister. —AFP
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MUKALLA: The United Arab Emirates, a key player in
Yemen’s war, says it is determined to wipe out Al-Qaeda in
the country and denies making deals with the jihadists. The
UAE entered Yemen’s complex war in 2015 alongside
regional powerhouse Saudi Arabia, after Iran-backed Houthi
rebels seized the capital Sanaa and swathes of the country
from the government of Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi. But that
summer, as Emirati-backed government forces retook five
southern provinces of Yemen, they found themselves facing
another powerful enemy: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

The group, seen by the US State Department as the most
dangerous branch of the global Al-Qaeda franchise, had
taken advantage of the chaos gripping Yemen to carve out
its own territory. In April 2015, the group seized Mukalla,
capital of the vast Hadramaut province, which it controlled
for a year until being ousted in an Emirati-led operation.
Emirati forces have established a major military presence
across the country’s south and commanders say they are
determined to wipe out AQAP. “Irrespective of what hap-
pens in the wider Yemen conflict, the UAE will continue until
AQAP is broken as a regional and global threat,” a senior
Emirati military official said during a recent press tour in the
country’s south.

‘Nothing to negotiate’
More than two years since the jihadists were ousted from

the city, Hadramaut governor General Faraj Salmin Al-
Bahsani, described the operation. “We set up a local force of
soldiers from the region, with Emirati help,” said Bahsani,
who is also commander of government forces across a
chunk of southern Yemen. “Coalition air forces paralyzed Al-

Qaeda forces before they were ousted from the region,” he
said, sitting in his office in the provincial government head-
quarters, its wall adorned with a picture of Hadi.

Experts said the jihadists, who had imposed a reign of
terror on the city, opted to cut their losses by withdrawing
without a fight to remote mountain areas. But a press
report published earlier this month detailed secret deals
allegedly made between AQAP and the Saudi-led coalition
fighting in Yemen. Payments were reportedly made to
some jihadists to convince them to retreat, while others
were allowed to leave with their weapons. The claims were
dismissed as “false accusations”
by Brigadier General Musallam
Al-Rashedi, from the Emirati
Armed Forces, who said he was
angered by the report. “There is
nothing to negotiate with these
guys,” he told journalists
Monday in Dubai. 

Dependant on UAE
In Mukalla, a semblance of

normality has returned. Its
port, a key trading point serv-
ing the entire province, is a
hub of activity. Cargo ships come and go, directed into
the dock by a tugboat provided by the UAE. The city is
heavily dependent on its Emirati backers. The UAE has
pumped some $3.8 billion (3.3 billion euros) of aid into
the country since 2015 and provides much of the sup-
port that keeps hospitals, schools, courts and the port

running, according to its governor. 
Abu Dhabi’s police force has even sent 170 cars and

500 brand new motorcycles to the city, an Emirati general
said. The Emirates have also trained and equipped some
60,000 Yemeni fighters, 30,000 of whom were directly
involved in the fight against Al-Qaeda, according to an
Emirati military official. He said Al-Qaeda’s activities have
dramatically decreased. The group launched just five
attacks in southern Yemen in the first half of 2018, as com-
pared to 77 over the same period of 2016.

He added that until 2016, the jihadists had a major pres-
ence in cities and towns which
are home to some 850,000
people, giving the group with a
major source of funding and
new recruits. That is no longer
the case. Emirati operations
and a long-running American
drone campaign against the
group have hit its capabilities
hard. Some 1,000 AQAP fight-
ers have been killed in Yemen
since 2015, including 13 of the
group’s top 18 leaders, the offi-
cial said. A further 1,500 have

been captured. General Rashedi said that since the start of
2016, the jihadists have lost “half the territory” they con-
trolled in southern Yemen. “Their capacity to carry out ter-
rorism globally has been seriously hampered,” he said. 

AQAP claimed responsibility for the deadly attack on
the Paris office of Charlie Hebdo magazine in January 2015.

In July this year, Amnesty said human rights violations in a
string of UAE-run Yemeni prisons could amount to war
crimes, a report rejected by Abu Dhabi. Despite Emirati
successes, Bahsani admits that AQAP is still active in
Hadramaut, alongside the Islamic State group which has
recently established a presence in southern Yemen. He
blamed both groups for a string of killings targeting secu-
rity officials.

‘Ugly’ side of war 
Meanwhile, an Emirati minister, whose country belongs

to the Saudi-led coalition battling rebels in Yemen, on
Monday bemoaned the “ugly” side of war following the
killing of dozens of Yemeni children in an air strike. “This
war has been and remains an ugly war,” Anwar Gargash,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) minister of state for for-
eign affairs, told a news conference in Dubai. A coalition
strike last Thursday hit a bus in Houthi rebel-held northern
Yemen, killing at least 29 children, according to the
International Committee for the Red Cross. 

Houthi officials gave a death toll of 51, including 40
children, and labeled the raid a “crime by America and its
allies against the children of Yemen”. The coalition
announced afterwards that it had ordered an investiga-
tion into the strike, which it initially said had targeted
Houthi rebel combatants. “In this war we have seen civil-
ians shot at, bombed, killed and, unfortunately, this is
really part of any confrontation,” Gargash said, adding
that both sides in the conflict had been to blame. “War is
not something that can be actually a clean operation,”
said the UAE minister. —Agencies

UAE aims to wipe out Qaeda branch
UAE bemoans ‘ugly’ side of war after Yemen bus attack

Family believed 
dead boy’s spirit 
will lead attacks 
TAOS: A 3-year-old boy found buried at a
New Mexico desert compound died in a ritual
to “cast out demonic spirits,” but his extended
family believed he would “return as Jesus” to
identify “corrupt” targets for them to attack,
prosecutors said in court on Monday.
Prosecutors’ account of an exorcism-like ritu-
al, allegations of weapons training for children
and references to martyrdom and conspiracy
were aimed at persuading a judge to deny
bond for the five adults charged with child
abuse in the case.

However, state District Judge Sarah
Backus said at the end of the four-hour
detention hearing she remained unconvinced
that the defendants posed a danger to the
community and set bail at $20,000 for each
of them. “The state alleges that there was a
big plan afoot,” Backus said in rendering her
decision. “But the state hasn’t shown to my
satisfaction, in clear and convincing evidence,
what that plan was.” Defense attorneys said
prosecutors sought to criminalize their clients

for being African-Americans of Muslim faith.
“If these people were white and Christian,

nobody would bat an eye over the idea of faith
healing, or praying over a body or touching a
body and quoting scripture,” defense lawyer
Thomas Clark told reporters after the hearing.
“But when black Muslims do it, there seems to
be something nefarious, something evil.”
Under terms of the judge’s order, four defen-
dants were expected to be placed under house
arrest with electronic ankle bracelets to ensure
they remain within Taos County for the dura-
tion of the case. The five suspects, who had
established a communal living arrangement
with their children in the high-desert com-
pound, have been in custody since authorities
raided their ramshackle homestead north of
Taos 10 days ago.

The two men and three women are all relat-
ed as siblings or by marriage. Three are the
adult children of a prominent New York City
Muslim cleric who is himself the biological
grandfather of nine of the children involved.
The principal suspect, Siraj Ibn Wahhaj, 39, has
also been charged with abducting his severely
ill 3-year-old son, Abdul-Ghani Wahhaj, from
the Atlanta home of the boy’s mother in
December. Clark said Ibn Wahhaj would
remain in custody due to a fugitive warrant
against him in Georgia stemming from the
cross-country manhunt that led investigators
to the New Mexico compound. —Reuters

AL MUKALLA, Yemen: A picture taken during a trip in Yemen organized by the UAE’s National Media Council (NMC) shows Yemeni soldiers loyal to the Saudi and UAE-backed government attending a graduation of new police cadets in the southeastern port
city of Mukalla, in the first such ceremony after the city was retaken from Al-Qaeda jihadists. _ AFP 

ABOMEY-CALAVI, Benin: Residents gather to attend the funeral of Dah
Dedjalagni Agoli-Agbo, monarch of the former militaristic kingdom of
Dahomey. —AFP

UAE-backed
forces facing

powerful 
enemy - AQAP



STOCKHOLM: Up to 80 cars were set on fire
overnight across western Sweden by masked vandals,
police said yesterday, in what they suspect was a coor-
dinated attack weeks before a general election. Most of
the cars were burned at around 20 locations in
Sweden’s second largest city of Gothenburg late
Monday. Authorities said two suspects aged between
16 and 21 have been arrested so far in Gothenburg and
would be questioned yesterday. Police said they believe

the attacks were organized on social media. No one
was injured in the car blazes. “We’ve never seen this
many cars set on fire before,” Hans Lippens, police
spokesman in western Sweden, told AFP. 

The incident triggered outrage among Swedish
politicians who are busy campaigning for the
September 9 general election. “I’m furious. My question
to (the perpetrators) is: what the hell are you doing?”
Social Democratic Prime Minister Stefan Lofven told

public broadcaster
Swedish Radio yesterday.
“You’re ruining things for
yourselves, your parents
and your neighborhoods,”
Lofven said, adding the
incident “looked very
coordinated, almost like a
military operation”. Cars
set ablaze is common in
Sweden. In Stockholm’s
suburbs alone, such
crimes happen almost on
a daily basis, usually
attributed to disadvan-
taged youths. 

Last year, 1,457 cars
were “deliberately” set on
fire across Sweden, com-
pared to 1,641 in 2016,
according to the Swedish
Civil Contingencies
Agency’s figures.
“Sweden has tolerated
this for too long. This
must end now,” Ulf
Kristersson, leader of the
conservative opposition
party, the Moderates,
wrote on his Facebook
account. Last year in
February, two days after
US President Donald
Trump’s baffling com-
ments linking crime to
immigration in Sweden,
riots broke out in the
immigrant-heavy north-
ern Stockholm suburb of
Rinkeby. Dozens of
youths clashed with
police after they arrested
a suspected drug dealer
in Rinkeby. The rioters
threw stones at police,
burned cars and looted
shops. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Global rights groups have slammed Egyptian
authorities for failing to prosecute members of the
security forces over a bloody 2013 crackdown on pro-
testers that left hundreds dead. Five years ago on
August 14, 2013, security forces moved in to disperse a
sprawling Islamist protest camp in Cairo’s Rabaa Al-
Adawiya square, where demonstrators had rallied
against the ouster of president Mohamed Morsi a
month earlier. Amnesty International says at least 900
protesters were killed by security forces, marking “a
horrific turning point for human rights in Egypt”.

Since then hundreds of Islamists, including leaders of
Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood, have been
convicted at mass trials. But
not one member of the
security forces has been
prosecuted for the deaths of
protesters. The lack of pros-
ecutions has “contributed to
an environment in which the
security forces feel empow-
ered to violate human rights
with absolute impunity,”
said Najia Bounaim,
Amnesty’s North Africa campaigns director. Egyptian
officials have blamed protest leaders for the 2013
bloodshed, pointing to the presence of armed gunmen
at the sit-in and the deaths of several police officers.

‘Mass show trial’
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi last month approved a

law giving senior military officers immunity from prose-
cution tied to the unrest that followed Morsi’s ouster.
On the eve of the anniversary, Human Rights Watch
slammed Egyptian authorities for trying to “insulate
those responsible for these crimes from justice”. “The

response from Egypt’s allies to the crimes at Rabaa and
to the lack of justice for the victims has been complete
silence,” Sarah Leah Whitson, HRW Middle East direc-
tor, said in a statement. The US-based rights group said
the protest crackdown was “the largest mass killings in
Egypt’s modern history”, leaving at least 817 demon-
strators dead.

“Without justice, Rabaa remains an open wound.
Those responsible for the mass killings of protesters
shouldn’t count on being able to shield themselves
from accountabil i ty forever,” Whitson said on
Monday. In late July an Egyptian court sentenced to

death 75 Islamists over the
2013 unrest, as part of pro-
ceedings involving 700
defendants which Amnesty
described as a “mass show
trial”. Among those sti l l
await ing a verdict are
prominent photojournalist
Mahmud Abu Zeid, widely
known as Shawkan, who in
May received UNESCO’s
Press Freedom Prize. 

The dispersal  of the
protest camp was followed by several months of
deadly clashes with police in which hundreds more
people were killed. The Muslim Brotherhood was
designated a terrorist organization in Egypt in
December 2013 and banned. Former armed forces
chief Sisi won the presidency in 2014 after leading the
ouster of Morsi following mass protests against the
Islamist’s rule. Sisi won reelection with 97 percent at
a vote in March against a single opponent widely
seen as a token challenger, with critics saying the
president had carried out a widespread crackdown
on dissent. — AFP 
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A horrific 
turning point for

human rights 
in Egypt

CAIRO: A handout picture shows Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (center left) and his Yemeni
counterpart Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi reviewing the honorary guards at the presidential palace in the
capital Cairo. — AFP 

Rights groups slam Egypt, five
years after deadly crackdown

At least 900 protesters were killed by security forces: Amnesty 

Malaysian women 
to be caned over
lesbian sex
KUALA LUMPUR: Two Malaysian women have
been sentenced to caning after they admitted having
sex in contravention of strict Islamic laws, an official
said yesterday, sparking outrage from rights groups.
Members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der (LGBT) community have increasingly faced pres-
sure in the Muslim-majority country in recent years,
with officials frequently accused of targeting them.
The women, aged 22 and 32, were arrested in April by
Islamic enforcement officers after they were found in
a car in a public square in northern Terengganu state,
one of the most conservative areas of the country.

They were brought before an Islamic court on

Sunday and admitted to breaking a sharia law that
forbids sexual relations between women. They were
sentenced to six strokes of the cane each and fined
3,300 ringgit ($800), Mohamad Khasmizan Abdullah,
a prosecutor with the Terengganu religious depart-
ment told AFP. “This is a serious case. The prosecu-
tors urged the court to impose the maximum sen-
tence,” Khasmizan said. He said if the sentence was
carried out, they would be the first women to be
caned in Terengganu for breaking Islamic laws. They
are free on bail and their sentence is set to be carried
out on August 28, although they have the right to
appeal. Caning is conducted out of public view in
Malaysia. Malaysia operates a dual-track legal system
and Islamic courts can handle religious and family
matters, as well as cases such as adultery. Malaysian
Muslims, who make up over 60 percent of the coun-
try’s 32 million inhabitants, have traditionally practiced
a tolerant brand of Islam but concerns have been
growing in recent years that attitudes are becoming
more conservative. — AFP 

Masked vandals torch dozens
of cars in Sweden

GOTHENBURG, Sweden: Burned cars are pictured at Froelunda Square in Gothenburg, Sweden
yesterday. — AFP 
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News in brief

French knife rampage

PERIGUEUX: An Afghan asylum-seeker was arrested
after launching a drunken and frenzied knife attack in the
sleepy southwestern French town of Perigueux, injuring
four people including one seriously, police said yester-
day. The incident began Monday evening with the 19-
year-old man, who was known to have psychological
problems according to local authorities, lashing out at
cars outside his home. The head of the ambulance serv-
ice for the area, Jean-Jacques Girard, told the regional
Sud-Ouest daily that he was seen “kicking and banging a
first vehicle with his feet and fists, then a second” and
also “rounding on female motorists”. Two paramedics
who witnessed the incident tried to calm the man down
but after disappearing inside his home he returned with a
knife and attacked them, leaving them with injuries to the
head and neck. —AFP 

11-year-old US hacker 

FLORIDA: An 11-year-old boy managed to hack into a
replica of Florida’s election results website in 10 minutes
and change names and tallies during a hackers conven-
tion, organizers said, stoking concerns about security
ahead of nationwide votes. The boy was the quickest of
35 children, ages 6 to 17, who all eventually hacked into
copies of the websites of six swing states during the
three-day Def Con security convention over the week-
end, the event said on Twitter yesterday. The event was
meant to test the strength of US election infrastructure
and details of the vulnerabilities would be passed onto
the states, it added. The National Association of
Secretaries of State - who are responsible for tallying
votes - said it welcomed the convention’s efforts. But it
said the actual systems used by states would have addi-
tional protections. —Reuters

Ecuador accident kills 22

QUITO: Twenty-two people were killed and 18 injured
when an inter-country bus crashed outside Ecuador’s
capital Quito, emergency services said yesterday.
Venezuelans and Colombians were among the dead, offi-
cials said. The bus crashed into another vehicle some 30
kilometers east of Quito, the ECU911 office said. The
embassies of the foreign victims have been notified, the
emergency service said. On Sunday, 12 people were killed
and 30 injured when a bus carrying fans of Barcelona SC,
Ecuador’s most popular football club, ran off the highway
and flipped. Traffic accidents are among the leading caus-
es of death in Ecuador. According to the watchdog group
Justicia Vial, on average seven people are killed and some
80 people injured each day in traffic accidents. —AFP 

3 killed in Baghdad blast

BAGHDAD: Three people were killed yesterday in an
explosion at a market in Baghdad, including a woman
and child according to a security source. The blast
struck in the Shiite bastion of Sadr City, a sprawling
district where authorities regularly carry out raids close
to the busy market to seize illegal weapons. “Three
people were killed and four others injured in an explo-
sion in a covered market near the Mreydi souk in Sadr
City,” Baghdad’s military operations command said in a
statement. A source from the security services told AFP
that a woman and a child were among those killed.
Authorities did not detail the cause of the blast and said
an investigation would be launched. The Mreydi souk is
an important hub for illegal weapons sales and the area
has seen years of violence since the US-led invasion of
Iraq in 2003. —AFP 

Arms, investment,
instructors: Russia 
boosts Africa role
MOSCOW: Touting military cooperation and
“instructors,” arms deals and investment, Russia is
making a comeback in Africa after years of inactivi-
ty and now aims to rival European countries and
even China, analysts say. Moscow has worked hard
over the last three years to strengthen its position
in Africa, a pace that seems to have accelerated in
recent months, they say.

Its effort is most prominent in the Central African
Republic (CAR), a grindingly poor and unstable
country that traditionally has turned to the former
colonial power France for help. Since the start of the
year, Russia has supplied weapons to the CAR army
after gaining UN authorization to do so and pro-
vides security for President Faustin-Archange
Touadera, whose security advisor is Russian.

It has also sent five military officers and 170
civilians as “instructors” for CAR’s armed forces,
even though its troops are already being trained by
the European Union. Experts believe the “instruc-
tors” could be from a shadowy mercenary group
named Wagner whose forces are reportedly fight-
ing in Syria - three Russian journalists were killed
in the CAR last month while investigating their
activities. Elsewhere, Russia is shipping arms to
Cameroon for its fight with Boko Haram jihadists
and forged military partnerships with the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Burkina
Faso, Uganda and Angola and cooperation on
nuclear power with Sudan.

It is also working with Zimbabwe’s and Guinea’s

mining industries - sectors where China is an
emerging force in Africa. Africa remains “at the
bottom” of Russia’s foreign policy priorities, but is
“starting to gain more importance,” said Dmitry
Bondarenko of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
“Since 2014 and the annexation of Crimea, Russia is
in confrontation with the West and openly demon-
strates its desire to become a global power once
again. Therefore it can’t ignore this part of the
globe.” But the interest, he argued, is less for eco-
nomic gain and more for “political advancement”.

Strategic shift 
The Soviet Union maintained a very strong pres-

ence in Africa as part of its ideological war against
the West, backing African liberation movements and
sending tens of thousands of advisors to countries
that had ended colonial rule. But the collapse of the
Soviet Union, economic problems and internal con-
flicts in Russia during the 1990s caused Moscow to
abandon its African projects. Lack of funds meant
many embassies and consulates closed, aid pro-
grams were cut short and ties drastically reduced. A
decade or so ago, the Kremlin started to rebuild its
old networks and gradually return to the continent,
seeking new partners as ideological concerns gave
way to contracts and arms deals. 

President Vladimir Putin began the process with
visits to Algeria, South Africa and Morocco - the
countries that, with Egypt, it had traditionally had
close ties. His successor for one term, Dmitry
Medvedev, visited Angola, Namibia and Nigeria,
pitching for business with a delegation of 400 peo-
ple. This year, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov toured
five African countries, Putin flew to Johannesburg for
a BRICS summit that was also attended by Angola,
Rwanda, Senegal and Uganda, and Russia show-
cased African business at the St Petersburg
International Economic Forum. —AFP

EU faces fresh 
standoff over 
migrant boat
PARIS: European countries faced pressure yes-
terday to resolve a fresh standoff with the oper-
ators of the migrant rescue ship Aquarius which
is stranded for the second time in the
Mediterranean carrying 141 people. France said
it was in touch with other EU nations to “rapid-
ly” find a port where the Aquarius could dock
after it was refused entry by Italy and Malta, the
two countries closest to its current location. The
Aquarius, which was left stranded with 630
migrants on board in June after being turned
away by Rome and Valletta, resumed rescue
operations off the Libyan coast last week.

In a statement late on Monday, French
President Emmanuel Macron’s office voiced dis-
approval of Italy’s “very tough political stance”-
milder language than two months ago when he
accused the populist government of “cynicism
and irresponsibility”. The 141 migrants on board
the Aquarius were picked up on Friday in two
separate operations and are in a stable condi-
tion, the French charity that operates the
Aquarius, SOS Mediterranee, said. In the first
rescue, 25 people were plucked from a wooden
boat bobbing on the seas off the Libyan coast,
while another 116 were rescued from another
larger vessel later in the day.

The second boat was overloaded and more
than half of the passengers were unaccompanied
children, mostly from Somalia and Eritrea. They
had no food or water supplies at the time of their
rescue, SOS Mediterranee said. “We’re asking all

European countries to find a solution. We’re ask-
ing them to be responsible and find a safe port in
the Mediterranean,” Sophie Beau, head of charity,
told AFP on Monday. Tove Ernst, a spokesman for
the European Commission, said Monday that it
was in contact with “a number of member states”
to find a “swift resolution” to the standoff.

No volunteers
Since June, Italy’s new far-right Interior

Minister Matteo Salvini has regularly turned away
rescue ships operated by foreign NGOs, accusing
them of playing into the hands of people smug-
glers. On Saturday, he said the Aquarius would
“never see an Italian port” again, accusing it of
encouraging smugglers and migrants to take to
the water in the knowledge that they will be res-
cued. The Italian coast guard continues to rescue
migrants, however. Malta’s government defended
its decision to turn away the Aquarius, saying it
was “neither the coordinating nor the competent
authority for such a rescue” and had “no legal
obligation” to provide a place of safety. The gov-
ernment of Gibraltar also announced late Monday
that the ship would no longer be allowed to oper-
ate under its maritime flag after being registered
on the British overseas territory in 2009.

The increasingly hostile stance reflects hard-
ening public opinion towards migrants in Europe
following the arrival of hundreds of thousands of
people fleeing war or poverty in Africa and the
Middle East. For years, Italy pleaded with its EU
partners for help with a massive influx of arrivals
that has seen 700,000 people land in the coun-
try since 2013. The new Italian policy of turning
back charity boats sparked a furious row among
EU members in June, which was resolved when
Spain, under a new Socialist government, offered
to take in the Aquarius passengers. A Spanish
government source told AFP on Monday that

the country did not intend to repeat the gesture
by allowing the Aquarius to dock in Valencia,
saying that “it is not the safest port” for the ship.
France’s Macron was criticized by leftwing
opponents in June for failing to offer a safe
haven in France-it was the next closest country
to the boat after Italy and Malta. Local leaders
on the French island of Corsica have offered to
welcome the migrants, as has the port of Sete on
the mainland-but the invitations would need to
be approved by the government in Paris.

“If the closest ports are closed, then others
that are closer need to open,” the head of the

Corsican local assembly, Jean-Guy Talamoni,
told the BFM channel yesterday. “We left Italy
alone to deal with the problem, but it’s a problem
for the whole of Europe,” Talamoni added.
France took in 78 of the migrants on board the
Aquarius in June after they landed in Spain.
French public opinion was against accepting the
Aquarius during the first crisis and the right-
wing Republicans party and far-right National
Rally both argued yesterday against allowing the
boat to dock. A spokesman for the National
Rally suggested the ship should head for a port
in Tunisia. —AFP

MARSEILLE: The rescue ship Aquarius, chartered by French aid group SOS Mediterranee
and Doctors Without Borders (MSF), leaves the harbor of Marseille, southeastern France
after having been docked for a month for maintenance work.  —AFP

MAZAR-I-SHARIF: Taleban fighters overran an army base in
northern Afghanistan, officials said yesterday, killing at least 17
soldiers with dozens feared captured in a stinging blow to secu-
rity forces already struggling to push insurgents from eastern
Ghazni. The fall of the base in Ghormach district of volatile
Faryab province came with security forces-who have struggled
to hold back the Taleban since NATO combat troops pulled out
in 2014 - already stretched by the days of fighting in Ghazni, a
strategic provincial capital two hours from Kabul.

Militants gained control of the base after days of heavy
fighting, according to army spokesman for northern Afghanistan
Mohammad Hanif Rezaee. He said around 100 soldiers were on
the base when it was first attacked
Sunday. “It is a tragedy that the
base fell to the enemy. Some sol-
diers were killed, some captured
and some fled to nearby hills,”
Rezaee said. At least 17 were
killed in the attack, according to
defense ministry spokesman
Ghafoor Ahmad Jawed, while a
local MP said Taleban fighters
captured another 40 in the base,
known as Chenaya.

“Preparations are underway to
launch an operation to recapture
the base,” said the ministry’s spokesman. Tahir Rehmani-head of
Faryab’s provincial council-said the base fell after the soldiers
begged for reinforcements and air support from Kabul but were
ultimately ignored. “They were too busy with Ghazni,” said
Rehmani. Ghazni, further east and which the Taleban first
assaulted late Thursday, remains in government hands, officials
have said. But fears of civilian casualties in the city were grow-
ing as Afghan security forces backed by US air power struggled
to push the Taleban out five days after the assault began.

A spokesman for US Forces in Afghanistan, Lt Col Martin
O’Donnell, said there had been “no reported enemy activity” so
far, though he added that “some Taleban forces remain in the
city”. With reports of fighters hiding among the civilian popula-
tion, O’Donnell said residents had been “terrorized and harassed”.

“The Taleban, who falsely and repeatedly claim that they do not
target civilians, have executed innocents, destroyed homes,
burned a market and created the conditions for a potential
humanitarian crisis with this attack,” he said. The United Nations
said unverified reports put civilian casualties at more than 100,
with residents also at risk from several days of US air strikes.

O’Donnell said no air strikes had been carried out yet yester-
day. Bombs placed along the road leading north and south from
the city also “prevented civilians from safely fleeing the vio-
lence”, said a UN report. Communication networks remained
largely down in Ghazni, making any information difficult to veri-
fy. But residents said the violence continued. “Ghazni is a ghost

city now. The Taleban are going
from house to house to find gov-
ernment officials or their relatives
to kill,” said one resident, Sayed
Zia. “Those who can are fleeing.”

Another resident also said the
Taleban were killing civilians who
refused to help them. “I saw two
trucks full of coffins going toward
a cemetery in the city. They all
seemed to be civilians,” said
Abdullah, who asked to only use
one name. “The city is full of
smoke. Everywhere they go they

set the places on fire,” he said, adding that shops were being
looted, with water and food scarce.

‘Let us go home’
On Monday, the Afghan defense minister said at least 100

security forces had been killed in the fighting in Ghazni so
far. Afghan security forces, beset by desertions and low
morale, have suffered staggering casualties in recent years.
Analysts have said the insurgents may be seeking to demon-
strate strength as they come under increasing pressure since
an unprecedented ceasefire in June to join peace talks.
“Clearly the Taleban have paid no heed to the calls of the
Afghan people for them to reconcile and join the peace
process,” the US spokesman O’Donnell said yesterday. The

assault on Ghazni and the fall of the Chenaya base also illus-
trate how stretched Afghan forces are across the country,
said analyst Abdul Hamid Sofof. “The Taleban know this and
they make Afghan forces fight on several fronts, making them
run thin,” said Sofof. 

The insurgents have overrun provincial capitals before,
including western Farah in May and northern Kunduz in
2015. Each time, they failed to hold the city, pushed out by
security forces within days. Ghazni lies along the major

Kabul-Kandahar highway, effectively serving as a gateway
between the capital and the militant strongholds in the
south. Hundreds of people trying to reach Kabul from Iran
and other provinces were stranded at a bus station in south-
ern Kandahar yesterday, unable to travel further due to the
fighting, an AFP reporter there said. Some said they had
been stuck for days, and were running out of money and
food. “For God’s sake,” one man told AFP. “Stop fighting and
let us go home.” —AFP

Militants overrun an army base in northern Afghanistan

Taleban capture northern base 
as Afghan forces fight in Ghazni

GHAZNI, Afghanistan: Smoke rising into the air after Taleban militants launched an attack on the Afghan
provincial capital of Ghazni. —AFP

At least 
17 soldiers 

die; dozens 
missing

Amnesty launches 
external probes as 
second staff suicide
LONDON: Rights group Amnesty International said yesterday
it will conduct “full and independent external inquiries” into
the suicides of two of its staff in the last three months. Roz
McGregor, 28, from London, took her own life earlier this
summer, following the May 26 death of Gaetan Mootoo, a
well-known researcher for West Africa. “We are treating these
tragedies with the gravity and priority they deserve, and will
be holding full and independent external inquiries,” Colm O
Cuanachain, Amnesty’s acting-secretary general, said in a
statement.

“We can never compare the impact the two tragedies have
on the families to our reactions within Amnesty. “But we too are
shocked and devastated at the loss of our beloved colleague
Gaetan Mootoo, and a brilliant and inspiring young woman, Roz
McGregor, who made a great impact in her short time with us,”
he added. McGregor was a paid intern working for a team that
lobbied at the United Nations in Geneva. She had developed
insomnia and become troubled by anxiety in the final weeks of
her life, according to Britain’s The Times newspaper. 

Mootoo-a well-respected researcher who had been with
Amnesty for more than 30 years and was known across Africa
for his tireless dedication to his work-worked for its interna-
tional secretariat. It is responsible for the majority of research
and leading campaign work. He was found dead in the organiza-
tion’s Paris offices, where he worked. Mootoo had left a suicide
note allegedly “outlining his previous request for help because
of the heavy and additional workload; help which was never
forthcoming”. Following the death, friends and colleagues called
on the NGO’s board in London to look into the circumstances
around it “in order to prevent other tragedies”. —AFP
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Musk just made 
it easier to sue 
Tesla for fraud
By Alison Frankel

On Monday morning, six days after Tesla CEO
Elon Musk tweeted that he was thinking about
taking the company private at $420 a share,

with “funding secured” for the transaction, Tesla pub-
lished a blog post in which Musk clarified his tweet.
When he said that funding for the buyout was secured,
Musk said, he was referring to a promise he believed
he had received from the managing director of Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund. The Saudi fund, he
said, had been encouraging him for nearly two years to
use its capital to take Tesla private. At a meeting on
July 31, after the Saudis acquired a 5 percent stake in
Tesla on the public markets, the fund official told Musk
it was too bad the company hadn’t previously worked
with the Saudis to take Tesla private, according to
Musk. The fund official, Musk said, suggested it wasn’t
too late to change that.

“He strongly expressed his support for funding a
going private transaction for Tesla at this time,” Musk
wrote in his blog post. “I understood from him that no
other decision makers were needed and that they were
eager to proceed. I left the July 31st meeting with no
question that a deal with the Saudi sovereign fund
could be closed, and that it was just a matter of getting
the process moving. This is why I referred to ‘funding
secured’ in the August 7th announcement.”

The market responded to Musk’s blog post by
dumping Tesla shares. The share price fell from a high
of nearly $363 just after Monday’s opening to a low of
$349 at around noon Monday. (Shares bounced back
to over $353 on Monday afternoon.) Musk and Tesla
may have been trying to stanch the stream of revela-
tions that has followed Musk’s tweet: The Wall Street
Journal’s Aug 8 report that the Securities and
Exchange Commission is investigating Musk’s state-
ment; an Aug 10 Bloomberg story that Tesla was only
in the early stages of devising a plan to fund a go-pri-
vate deal; and Reuters scoops that the Tesla board
hadn’t received a financing plan from Musk before his
tweet and that Saudi sovereign wealth fund “has
shown no interest” in bankrolling a buyout.

But two plaintiffs’ lawyers who filed shareholder
class actions against Tesla on Friday told me Monday
that Musk’s blog will make it easier for them to pursue
investor fraud claims.

‘As close as you’re going to get to an admission’
“The blog post is as close as you’re going to get to

an admission that funding was not secured when Musk
tweeted,” said Reed Kathrein of Hagens Berman Sobol
Shapiro, which filed a securities class action against
Musk and Tesla on Friday night in San Francisco feder-
al court. “It confirms what we thought.” Tesla declined
to comment in response to an email asking whether
Musk’s blog post on Monday will make it easier for
investors to claim securities fraud.

The Hagens Berman suit, as well as a similar class
action filed about an hour earlier by Keller Lenkner,
alleges that Musk’s original “funding secured” tweet and
several followup postings artificially inflated the price of
Tesla shares. The Keller Lenkner suit claimed Musk was
manipulating Tesla’s share price to punish Tesla short-
sellers betting against the company’s prospects. Some
short-sellers were so spooked by the spike in Tesla’s
share price after Musk’s go-private tweets that they
rushed to buy shares to cover their positions. Both
Kathrein of Hagens Berman and Travis Lenkner of Keller
Lenkner told me many of the hedge funds that have tak-
en short positions in Tesla stock avoided the buying
frenzy that followed Musk’s Aug. 7 tweets.

Investors who didn’t buy Tesla shares after the
Musk tweets cannot be part of the securities fraud
class actions because, under US Supreme Court
precedent, only investors who trade shares based on
corporate misrepresentations - as opposed to investors
who just hold their positions - are considered to have
been affected by the fraud. When plaintiffs’ lawyers
filed their lawsuits late Friday, they could not cite evi-
dence that Musk knew buyout financing wasn’t actually
secure at the time he tweeted that it was. The class
actions argued that Tesla’s subsequent statements and
actions implied uncertainty about the funding of any
go-private deal: Why, for example, would Musk and
Tesla now be holding meetings with bankers and other
funding sources if the buyout financing were as secure
as Musk represented it to be?

Musk’s blog post, Lenkner said, removes any ambi-
guity. “The statement makes it clear - funding was not
secure when Musk tweeted,” he said. Kathrein said
Musk may have posted his explanation about Saudi
funding to show that he really believed the money was
in place when he tweeted that his financing was
secure. In securities class actions, shareholders have to
prove defendants acted with the intention of defraud-
ing shareholders. But Kathrein said the US Supreme
Court’s 2015 decision in Omnicare v. Laborers District
Council Construction Industry Pension Fund holds that
corporations can’t pretend statements of fact are
unactionable opinions.

The quick drop in Tesla’s share price as the market
absorbed Musk’s disclosure, Kathrein said, will also
help investors prove that Musk’s original tweet artifi-
cially inflated Tesla’s value.  — Reuters

Manjeet Kaur cannot say exactly how old she is or
how long she has lived on the pavement of a
busy street in New Delhi, her belongings in plas-

tic bags, her washing hanging on the railing. Kaur was
kicked out years ago by her husband’s family in the north-
ern Indian city of Ludhiana after a quarrel over property.
She boarded a bus to New Delhi with her two young sons,
going first to a Sikh gurudwara, a place of worship, for free
food.

With no money and no one to turn to, Kaur and her
sons settled on the pavement outside the gurudwara,
marking their space among other families who lived there.
When it rains, they cover themselves with plastic sheets.
They have little protection from the winter’s cold or the
summer heat, when temperatures routinely soar above
400 C. “I had nowhere to go. The house, the land - nothing
was in my name,” said Kaur. “Here, the police harass us,
and the locals curse us, and I’m sometimes too afraid to
sleep. But we cannot afford to pay rent and the shelters
are not good, so what option do we have?”

Kaur is one of at least 10,000 homeless women in
India’s capital, where thousands of people arrive everyday
from villages and small towns, looking for better opportu-
nities. Many end up in slums and other informal settle-
ments. Others settle under bridges, flyovers, on pavements
and road dividers. Women, who are estimated to make up
about 10 percent of India’s homeless population, suffer the
brunt of a growing crisis brought on by rapid urbanisation,
soaring property prices, and a critical lack of shelters and
affordable housing.

Compounding the difficulty is a lack of reliable data on
homeless people, and homeless women in particular. Delhi,
a city of more than 16 million people, has 46,724 homeless
people - among the most of any Indian city - according to
the 2011 census. Rights groups say the estimate is conser-
vative, and that the actual figure is three times higher. They
also question the reported decline in India’s homeless
population to 1.77 million nationwide in the 2011 census
data, from 1.9 million a decade earlier. In the same period,

the urban homeless rose by a fifth, according to the data.
“Our cities are growing at a remarkable rate, and that

puts a strain on the government’s capacity to respond to
the needs of the people, including the homeless,” said
Ashwin Parulkar at the Delhi-based think tank Centre for
Policy and Research. “Not having an accurate understand-
ing of the extent of homelessness - who they are, where
they are, what their needs are - hinders policymaking and
compromises the ability to plan and provide for them,” he
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Different definitions
Globally, at least 150 million people, or about 2 percent

of the population, are estimated to be homeless. More than
a fifth of the population lacks adequate housing. But get-
ting an accurate handle on homelessness is difficult
because of different definitions in countries, and govern-
ments’ inability to adequately measure the phenomenon,
said Joseph Chamie, a former director of the UN popula-
tion agency.

Governments also have a tendency to understate the
problem, while the homeless are reluctant to be counted,
he said. Yet the causes are the same: poverty, lack of
affordable housing, mental illness, alcohol and drug addic-
tion, family breakdown, civil conflict and environmental
disasters, he said. “There is no quick solution: even devel-
oped countries are encountering considerable difficulties.
So ending urban homelessness in less developed countries
is unlikely,” he said.

With at least 55 percent of the world’s population living
in urban centers, homelessness is ever more apparent,
from Los Angeles to Hong Kong. The problem is especially
severe in India, which is forecast to overtake China by
2024 as the world’s most populous country, with tens of
millions cramming into already crowded cities. Alongside,
evictions are rising: at least six homes are pulled down and
30 people forcibly removed each hour in India to make
way for metro stations and highways.

Homeless women bear the brunt, as they face more

abuse and violence on the street, but have few claims over
property and limited access to shelters, said Shivani
Chaudhry at the advocacy group Housing and Land Rights
Network in Delhi. Many of these women have left abusive
marriages, suffered sexual violence, or have been aban-
doned by families for mental illness or after the death of a
husband, she said. “Homeless women suffer the worst
kinds of violence and insecurity, and are vulnerable to sex-
ual abuse, exploitation, and trafficking,” said Chaudhry.
“Shelters are not a permanent solution.”

Housing for all
India has committed to provide housing for all its citi-

zens by 2022, with an aim to build 20 million urban units.
But analysts say the program bypasses homeless people
who cannot afford the mortgage payments. The Supreme
Court has ordered states to provide at least one 24-hour
shelter for every 100,000 residents in major urban cen-
ters. Few states have complied, citing the high cost of land.

“Our top priority is to have enough permanent shelters
with facilities and services, including healthcare, job train-
ing and counselling,” said Bipin Rai, a senior official at the
Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board. “But the main
challenge is lack of land. So we have to make do with tem-
porary shelters,” he said. Delhi has the most shelters of any
Indian city - about 200 to hold more than 16,000 people.
There are 20 shelters for women. More than half the shel-
ters are porta-cabins, which are refashioned steel contain-
ers with few facilities.

At some permanent women’s shelters, women get three
meals a day, skills training and help getting identification
papers and school admissions for their children. At one
such shelter, colorful drawings by the children are on a
wall, including several of a simple house flanked by two
trees, the sun smiling from above. “I would like to earn
enough so I can live in a house with my family,” said Saima,
who had previously lived on the street after coming to
Delhi some years ago. “But that may not be possible. This
may be our only home.” — Reuters 

From laboratory in 
far west, China’s 
surveillance state 
spreads quietly

Filip Liu, a 31-year-old software developer from
Beijing, was travelling in the far western Chinese
region of Xinjiang when he was pulled to one side

by police as he got off a bus. The officers took Liu’s
iPhone, hooked it up to a handheld device that looked
like a laptop and told him they were “checking his phone
for illegal information”. Liu’s experience in Urumqi, the
Xinjiang capital, is not uncommon in a region that has
been wracked by separatist violence and a crackdown by
security forces.

But such surveillance technologies, tested out in the
laboratory of Xinjiang, are now quietly spreading across
China. Government procurement documents collected by
Reuters and rare insights from officials show the technol-
ogy Liu encountered in Xinjiang is encroaching into
cities like Shanghai and Beijing. Police stations in almost
every province have sought to buy the data-extraction
devices for smartphones since the beginning of 2016,
coinciding with a sharp rise in spending on internal secu-
rity and a crackdown on dissent, the data show.

The documents provide a rare glimpse into the num-
bers behind China’s push to arm security forces with
high-tech monitoring tools as the government clamps
down on dissent. The Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology and the Public Security Bureau,
which oversee China’s high-tech security projects, did
not respond to requests for comment. The scanners are
hand-held or desktop devices that can break into smart-
phones and extract and analyse contact lists, photos,
videos, social media posts and email.

Hand-held devices allow police to quickly check the
content of phones on the street. Liu, the Beijing software

developer, said the police were able to review his data on
the spot. They apparently didn’t find anything objection-
able as he was not detained. The data Reuters analyzed
includes requests from 171 police stations across 32 out
of 33 official mainland provinces, regions and municipali-
ties, and appears to show only a portion of total spending.
The data shows over 129 million yuan ($19 million) in
budgeting or spending on the equipment since the begin-
ning of 2016, with amounts accelerating in 2017 and 2018.

In Shanghai, China’s gleaming international port city,
two districts budgeted around 600,000 yuan each to
purchase phone scanners and data-ripping tools.
Beijing’s railway police budgeted a similar amount, the
documents show. “Right now, as I understand it, only two
provinces in the whole country don’t use these,” said a
sales representative at Zhongke Ronghui Security
Technology Co Ltd, a Shaanxi-based firm that produces
the XDH-5200A, one of the scanners detailed in several
police procurement documents.

The representative said police stations across the
whole country could consult a centralized repository of
extracted data. “Almost every police station will have the
equipment.” Chinese-made devices cost as little as about
10,000 yuan for smaller ones, to hundreds of thousands
of yuan for more sophisticated ones, according to prices
seen at a police equipment fair in Beijing earlier this year.
The scanners have not been immediately apparent in
cities like Shanghai and Beijing. At recent checks at
Beijing bus and train stations, and the heavily guarded
Tiananmen square area, there were no signs of the
devices. But a police officer at Beijing Railway Station
confirmed they “have access when needed” to smart-
phone forensic technology.

Scanner data
These sorts of scanners are used in countries like the

United States but they remain contentious and security
forces need to go through a lengthy legal process to be
able to forcibly break into a suspect’s phone. In China,
while a number of firms say they have the ability to crack
many phones, police are generally able to get users to
hand over their passwords, experts say. The procurement
documents show some police stations asked for tools

that can pull data from a phone user’s accounts on
Twitter, Facebook and its WhatsApp chat service,
Alphabet Inc’s Google Chrome browser and Japan’s Line
messaging platform.

A May 25 filing from a customs bureau in Beijing bud-
geted 5.7 million yuan for smartphone forensic tools
from two providers, Meiya Pico and Resonant Ltd. It list-
ed messaging platforms and “overseas” apps the devices
could read. “Basic content collection functions” must
include “mobile phone passwords, address books, call
history, SMS records, MMS, pictures, audio and video
data, calendars, memos and mobile app data,” the docu-
ment said. Others listed tools that can breach well-known
smartphone brands such as Samsung Electronics,
Blackberry, China’s own Xiaomi and Huawei, as well as
Apple Inc’s tough-to-crack iPhone. Samsung, Blackberry,
Xiaomi and Huawei did not respond to requests for com-
ment. Apple declined to comment. Wu Wangwei, an engi-
neer at the Beijing-based Dasi Kerui Technology, which
trains police personnel to use the scanners said the
equipment had become “very common”. “The smart-
phone has become the most important source of evi-
dence,” he said. Police will always use it “if the case
needs it”. Chinese court cases often cite “electronic
investigations,” including the collection and accessing of
smartphones and tapping into social media accounts, but
it is unclear what forensic equipment is involved.

Expanding outward
China spent roughly 1.24 trillion yuan on domestic

security in 2017, accounting for 6.1 percent of total gov-
ernment spending and more than was spent on the mili-
tary. Budgets for internal security, of which surveillance
technology is a part, have doubled in regions including
Xinjiang and Beijing. “A good bunch of that went to some
very obscure, miscellaneous security spending cate-
gories ... including technology,” said Adrian Zenz, an aca-
demic who specializes in Chinese security spending.

According to two officials at the Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology, including one who worked
on police projects in Xinjiang, surveillance techniques
are tested in the region before being rolled out in other
provinces.  — Reuters

Indian homeless women suffer as cities expand



ISTANBUL: The collapse of the Turkish
lira has caused trauma as Turks see their
purchasing power slashed, but bargain-
hunting foreign tourists visiting the coun-
try at the peak of the summer season are
cashing in on a currency windfall. Visitors,
mainly from Saudi Arabia and Asia, formed
long queues in Istanbul outside luxury
stores like Louis Vuitton, Chanel and
Prada after the l ira took a severe hit
against dollar, losing over 16 percent of its
value on Friday.

“Everything is getting cheaper and
cheaper,” said Saudi Arabian tourist Nasir
El-Nabir, outside a chic store in an upscale
Istanbul neighborhood.  “It’s like a 30 per-
cent sale, so I am really affected in a posi-
tive way.” Laden with shopping bags,
tourists have enjoyed a shopping bonanza
before retailers hike prices to take account
of the lira’s devaluation, under the slightly
bewildered gaze of Turks who have borne
the brunt of the crisis.

The queues suggest that the plunge in

the lira, driven by Turkey’s bitter dispute
with the United States, is set to give a
boost to the key tourism industry, which
struggled greatly after a failed coup and
terror attacks in 2016.

Tourism revival 
The lira’s plunge-which had been

ongoing for weeks-was turned into a
rout on Friday when US President
Donald Trump tweeted that Washington
was doubling aluminum and steel tariffs
for Turkey.

The Turkish currency has since
clawed back some ground.  Xenos
Lemis, a tourist from Cyprus, said he
had been following the currency drama
in real time.  “We check the price of the
lira every two hours and there is a sig-
nificant change. So for shopping for a
tourist, this is a blessing,” he added.

But some visitors lamented that they
also lost money when they converted a
large sum of foreign money to the Turkish

currency just before the crisis broke. 
“I’m quite surprised because I took a

lot of cash from the bank in lira and when I
woke up in the morning I found out that I
almost lost (the equivalent of) one hundred
or two hundred during one night,” Kobe
Wu Kejia, a Chinese tourist, told AFP. 

“This is pretty scary.” Turkey’s tourism
sector, which came under severe pressure
due to the attacks and failed coup of 2016,
had already appeared to have sprung to

its feet this year despite the country’s
economic woes. 

The industry has managed to diversify
its appeal, with sharp rises in the numbers
of visitors arriving from countries like Iran
and Saudi Arabia, while traditional tourism
from Europe also revived. Meanwhile,

Russian tourism-critical for the economy
on Turkey’s Mediterranean coast-has also
sprung back to life after being devastated
by a political crisis between Ankara and
Moscow in 2015.

Firuz Baglikaya, head of the
Association of Turkish Travel Agencies
(TURSAB), said there was a 30 percent
increase in tourism in Turkey compared
to last year. “We expect a $32 billion for-
eign currency inflow,” he told the state-
run Anadolu news agency.  “We have a
target of having 40 million tourists since

2017, and if there’s nothing negative, this
objective will be achieved.” Package holi-
day giant Thomas Cook said this month,
before the lira crisis struck in earnest, that

it has seen a 63 percent increase in book-
ings for Turkey from last year, with Antalya
now its most popular airport for British
holidaymakers.

‘Extra stay’
In Istanbul’s historic Eminonu neighbor-

hood, tourists expressed mixed feelings
about their cheaper vacation in Turkey.  “In
the first place of course it’s an advantage
for us,” German tourist Barbara said on the
Golden Horn, walking with her husband. 

“But in second place we also feel kind of
sorry because the men in the shop do not
earn so much anymore for what it’s worth.
So there are these two sides.” Martin
Bifrare, from Switzerland, said he might
extend his family vacation with his wife and
children over the currency difference.
“With this economic situation, we could
decide, for example, to stay an extra week
or to allow ourselves a few excursions that
we wouldn’t necessarily have done other-
wise,” he said. — AFP

China revs up spending plan as 
economy cools, investment falls

World stocks regain footing 
as lira pulls out of nosedive

Turkish Airlines posts $258 million 
operating net profit in H1 20181412 13

ISTANBUL: Tourists, many from Saudi Arabia and Asia, queue outside a luxury brand Louis Vuitton store next to a billboard giving currencies rates in Istanbul on Monday. The collapse of the Turkish lira has caused trauma as Turks
see their purchasing power reduced but has been an unexpected windfall for foreign tourists visiting the country at the peak of the summer season. — AFP
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Russia: Dollar’s
days numbered
as global trade 
currency
ANKARA: The US dollar’s role as a
global currency is in decline and
Russia has been exploring for some
time using national currencies to set-
tle bilateral trade deals with Turkey
and other countries, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said.

But Lavrov, speaking on a visit to
the Turkish capital yesterday, did not
make any commitments for Russia to
drop the dollar in trade with Turkey,
whose lira currency plummeted to a
record low against the dollar this

week. “I’m confident that the grave
abuse of the role of the US dollar as a
global reserve currency will result
over time in the weakening and
demise of its role,” said Lavrov, who
was speaking at a news conference
with his Turkish counterpart.

“The use of national currencies for
mutual trade has for several years
been one of the tasks that the presi-
dents of Russia and Turkey had set,”
said Lavrov. “Identical processes
have been happening in our relations
with Iran. Not only with Turkey and
Iran, we’re also arranging and already
implementing payments in national
currencies with the People’s Republic
of China,” Lavrov said.

On Monday, the Kremlin said that
Russia favored bilateral trade with all
countries in their national currencies,
rather than the dollar, but that the
idea needed detailed work before
being implemented. — Reuters

Lira’s plunge
hits economy,

but revives
tourism

Bargain-hunting foreign visitors cashing in on currency windfall

Tourists get bonanza from Turkey woes

Turkish lira and equities
enjoy modest recovery
LONDON:  Turkey’s lira recovered somewhat yesterday, while equi-
ties also rebounded from the previous day’s turmoil thanks to upward-
ly-revised eurozone growth data.

Investors shifted back into buying mode but kept a nervous eye on
Ankara after Monday’s bloodletting, which saw the lira hit record lows
and equity markets go into freefall on concerns Turkey’s financial cri-
sis could spread globally. In European deals, the Turkish unit
advanced to 6.57 to the dollar and 7.50 to the euro, which was well off
the all-time record lows seen the previous day, after Turkey’s central
bank vowed to boost liquidity. 

Fears about Turkey-driven contagion in other economies, particu-
larly emerging markets, sparked a global sell-off Monday-but there
were healthy recoveries in Asian and European stocks yesterday.

‘Calm for time being’  
The Frankfurt stock market gained 0.3 percent and Paris won 0.2

percent on upgraded second-quarter growth data, while London rose
0.1 percent in late morning deals on news of a falling UK unemploy-
ment rate. “Turkey’s central bank managed to calm down the currency
markets for the time being by committing to provide liquidity for the
embattled Turkish lira and the currency’s two day free fall has finally
slowed down,” said Fiona Cincotta, senior market analyst at traders
City Index.

“The lira even managed to claw back some lost ground... allowing
stock and commodity markets to recover.” The Turkish currency,

which had touched historic nadirs of 7.24 to the dollar and 8.12 to the
euro on Monday, has now plunged by about a fifth against the green-
back since last Friday.

Turkey’s crisis has been sparked by a series of issues, including a
faltering economy-the central bank has defied market calls for rate
hikes-and tensions with the United States, which has hit Ankara with
sanctions over its detention of an American pastor.

There remain concerns about how the crisis will pan out, with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in combative mood, accus-
ing Washington of plotting against his country. — Reuters

ISTANBUL: A teller holds Turkish lira banknotes at a currency exchange
office in Istanbul yesterday. — AFP
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China revs up spending plan as 
economy cools, investment falls

BEIJING: The Chinese government is expediting plans to
invest billions of dollars in infrastructure projects as its
economy shows signs of cooling further, with investment
growth slowing to a record low and consumers turning
more cautious about spending.

With its trade war with the United States threatening to
pile more pressure on China’s already slowing economy,
Beijing yesterday reported downbeat economic data,
rolled out a $14 billion urban railway plan and pushed local
governments to speed up issuance of special bonds for
funding infrastructure projects.

Official data showed fixed-asset investment expanded
by a less-than-expected 5.5 percent in January-July, a
result of Beijing’s crackdown on lavish local government
borrowing for projects to boost growth.

Industrial output also undershot expectations, weighed
down by pollution curbs and an uncertain trade outlook,
adding to expectations that authorities will roll out more
policy stimulus. The July data comes as the US prepares
even tougher trade tariffs on imports from China.

Since the trade war started, Beijing has shifted its focus
to boosting domestic demand and is taking a more meas-
ured approach in its campaign to curb financial risks and
debt, which has pushed up borrowing costs and triggered
a rising number of defaults.

The finance ministry said yesterday that local govern-
ments should accelerate issuance of special bonds for
infrastructure projects over the next couple of months.
Local governments are allowed to issue 1.35 trillion yuan
($196.13 billion) of such bonds this year.

In the past month, the government has pledged to ramp
up spending on railways and roads - its traditional “go-to”
approach when the economy slows - though it said invest-
ment will be more targeted. Suzhou’s transit authority said
China’s state planner has approved a $14 billion plan by
the eastern city to expand its urban rail network. That fol-
lowed approval for a similar project in a northeastern city
over the weekend.

The central bank is also pumping more money into the
financial system and urging banks to offer more loans at
cheaper rates to small businesses. New yuan loans
exceeded expectations in July, statistics showed on
Monday, in one of the few bright spots in the most recent
data. “Admittedly, infrastructure spending may soon bot-

tom out given the recent shift toward a looser fiscal stance
and monetary easing should eventually drive a turnaround
in credit growth,” Julian Evans-Pritchard, senior China
economist at Capital Economics, wrote in a note.

“However, these are unlikely to put a floor beneath eco-
nomic growth until the middle of next year.”

With the economy shifting into lower gear even without
a trade shock, many analysts predict a steady stream of
support measures in coming months. The July data “is like-
ly to prompt more policy support,” DBS of Singapore said
in a report.

Weakening domestic demand
The pace of fixed asset investment was the weakest on

record going back to early 1996, according to data on
Reuters Eikon. Investment had been expected to grow 6.0
percent in the first seven months of the year, steady from
January-June.

For July, fixed-asset investment grew 3.0 percent from
a year earlier. Retail sales also missed expectations. Sales
rose 8.8 percent in July from a year earlier, below an
expected 9.1 percent and down from 9.0 percent in June,
despite a broad import tax cut that kicked in last month.

It was not clear if consumer reluctance was due to soft-
ening local conditions or worries about the US trade war.
A Reuters straw poll of Chinese consumers found nearly
one in three want to stop buying US products now and
some are already boycotting made-in-America goods.

Industrial output rose 6.0 percent in July, missing ana-
lysts’ estimates for 6.3 percent and unchanged from June.

While China’s trade and inflation have shown limited
impact from US tariffs so far, it is early days. Business sur-
veys point to weakening export orders and there are con-
cerns that a protracted trade battle could produce a
sharper Chinese slowdown than expected just a few
months ago. China and the United States have slapped tar-
iffs on each other’s goods and more are due to kick in next
week, with few signs that either side is in the mood to
compromise.

Some brighter spots 
In one of the few encouraging spots in the data, private

sector fixed-asset investment rose 8.8 percent in January-
July, picking up from 8.4 percent in the first half. It

accounts for about 60 percent of overall investment in
China. But growth in infrastructure spending slowed to 5.7
percent in the first seven months from 7.3 percent.

Still, there were early signs that Beijing’s shift to sup-
porting growth may already be offering some cushion.
Real estate investment jumped 13.2 percent in July on-
year, the fastest in nearly two years and higher than June’s
8.4 percent rise, according to Reuters calculations.

New construction starts jumped 32.4 percent on-year,
likely buoyed by stronger home sales, improved funding
conditions for cash-strapped developers and the govern-
ment’s heavy spending on public housing.

Infrastructure loans also rebounded sharply in July. The
Politburo said last month it would achieve this year’s GDP
growth target of around 6.5 percent, despite mounting
risks. Last year the economy expanded 6.9 percent.

The shift to stimulus measures has raised fears among
some China watchers that Beijing is returning to its old
playbook of debt-fuelled growth, undermining its multi-
year push to reduce riskier lending practices and a moun-
tain of debt. But unless conditions deteriorate markedly,
most economists believe Beijing will stick with its delever-
aging campaign, albeit at a more cautious pace, as it waits
to see how the trade dispute plays out. — Reuters

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe
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Nepalese Rupee 0.002631 0.002971
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Egyptian Pound 0.014374 0.020092
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Qatar Riyal 0.079280 0.084220
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Syrian Pound 0.001290 0.001510
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Turkish Lira 0.042358 0.053858
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EXCHANGE RATES

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

US Dollar 303.890
Canadian Dollar 232.310
Sterling Pound 389.320
Euro 347.955
Swiss Frank 304.800
Bahrain Dinar 808.155
UAE Dirhams 83.140
Qatari Riyals 84.380
Saudi Riyals 81.935
Jordanian Dinar 429.905
Egyptian Pound 16.994
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.898
Indian Rupees 4.363
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Little impact from US trade war yet but tougher measures loom
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‘Alive and kicking’:
German economy
shifts into high gear
BERLIN: The German economy picked up
more pace than expected in the second
quarter, driven by higher household and
state spending, suggesting that it is power-
ing ahead despite the threat of a major
trade dispute with the United States.

Gross domestic product rose 0.5 per-
cent quarter-on-quarter in April-June, the
Federal Statistics Office said yesterday,
beating economists’ consensus forecast of
0.4 percent in a Reuters poll.

The office also revised up the quarterly
growth rate for the first three months of the
year to 0.4 percent from 0.3 percent. Fears
of a full-blown trade war between the
European Union and United States deep-
ened during the second quarter. However,
these eased last month after US President
Donald Trump met European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker.

In a further positive sign, German
investor morale improved more than expect-

ed in August following the Washington
meeting, the ZEW institute said.

“Despite all of the prophecies of doom,
the upswing is not only alive, it’s also kick-
ing,” Bankhaus Lampe economist
Alexander Krueger said. “For the time
being, the upswing is unlikely to be stalled
by the global trade dispute or overheating.”
The German economy ministry and ZEW
researcher Achim Wambach both cautioned,
however, that Germany’s growth outlook
remained clouded by Trump’s tariff threats.
The government forecast 2.3 percent eco-
nomic growth this year and 2.1 percent for
next. This would be well above Germany’s
average pace of the past 10 years.

On the year, the German economy grew
by 2.0 percent from April to June, calen-
dar-adjusted data showed. Analysts polled
by Reuters had expected a 2.1 percent
expansion. The Statistics Office said eco-
nomic growth was mainly driven by higher
household spending and increased state
consumption. Additional impetus came
from investments.

Exports also grew but were outper-
formed by even stronger imports, sug-
gest ing that  net  trade did not  con-
tribute to overall economic growth, the
office said. — Reuters

SHANGQIU: This photo taken on August 13, 2018 shows employees working on a production line of clothes for
export at a factory in Xiayi county, in Shangqiu in China’s central Henan province. Key economic readings
released yesterday in China showed investment slumping to a record low for the first seven months of the year
as retail sales slowed, pointing to weakness in the world’s second largest economy. — AFP

Billions hinge on 
Malaysia Mahathir’s 
bid to woo project 
concessions from China
KUALA LUMPUR/BEIJING: Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad arrives in China on Friday seeking to
renegotiate, and perhaps cancel, billions of dollars’ worth
of Chinese-invested projects entangled in domestic graft
probes. Ties have been strained since a stunning election
victory returned Mahathir to power in May and he sus-
pended unpopular Chinese projects authorized by former
premier Najib Razak.

During his decade-long rule, Najib courted Chinese
investment and was a cheerleader for President Xi Jinping’s
signature Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in southeast Asia.
But Mahathir has vowed to discuss the “unfair” deals on his
visit. “Where we can drop the project, we will,” the 93-
year-old told reporters this week. “But we may have to
postpone some because we have made agreements, and to
breach the agreements will cost us a lot.”

The centrepiece of China’s infrastructure push in
Malaysia is the ambitious $20-billion East Coast Rail Link
(ECRL) project, work on which has been suspended
pending discussions over pricing and graft accusations.

Hit by ballooning costs, lack of transparency and the
risk it could saddle Malaysia with uncomfortably large
debt, the 688-km (428-mile) project has come to symbol-
ise Najib’s scandal-ridden administration.

Najib, charged with money laundering and corruption
over state fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB),
has denied wrongdoing and pleaded not guilty to all
charges. During his election campaign, Mahathir was crit-
ical of the benefits of the Chinese projects, which helped
him win. His government also halted work on two projects
worth more than $2.3 billion awarded to the China
Petroleum Pipeline Bureau that have been linked to graft
at 1MDB. “China has been very spooked by Mahathir’s
election,” said a Malaysian official familiar with talks

before the visit, speaking on condition of anonymity.
China is nervous that Malaysia wants to cancel the proj-
ects, “but we just want to reassess them,” the official
added. Mahathir’s trip is set to run until Tuesday, but he
will first visit the eastern city of Hangzhou to meet e-
commerce giant Alibaba’s chief Jack Ma before flying to
Beijing, the source said.

Open to ideas 
China’s eagerness to save the BRI from another

embarrassing setback leads some analysts to believe it
might be open to striking a pragmatic compromise with
Malaysia. “They don’t want a failure to taint their name,”
said one Malaysian source involved in the contract
reviews. “They don’t want to be involved in a project that
is clear-cut corruption.” Other major projects that have
hit hurdles include a rail link from Indonesia’s capital of
Jakarta to southeastern Bandung and the ports of
Hambantota in Sri Lanka and Gwadar in Pakistan.

“The Chinese are open to ideas and negotiation in
many BRI countries where projects run into problems,”
said Abdul Majid Ahmad Khan, president of Kuala
Lumpur’s Malaysia-China Friendship Association. “But
Malaysia has to be clear on what it wants.”

Mahathir has courted Japan in recent weeks, announc-
ing plans for a big yen-denominated loan when he visited
Tokyo. His shift away from China is also seen as an oppor-
tunity for the United States, worried at Beijing’s growing
regional clout and building of islands in the South China
Sea. But for Malaysia to distance itself from biggest trad-
ing partner China would further hurt its economy, slug-
gish under massive debt. “The domestic politics and
change in government delivered a shock to the bilateral
relationship, at the very least it has increased uncertainty
and risk,” said Pang Zhongying, an international relations
expert at the Ocean University of China, adding that the
changes had inspired caution.

Residents of Malaysia’s placid coastal town of Kuantan
hoped the ECRL, launched a year ago, would boost eco-
nomic activity through the link to the Malacca Strait, a
key shipping lane.

“The east coast people want (the ECRL),” said Andy
Chiew, a Kuantan-based official of the Malaysia-China
Chamber of Commerce. But for now, the project has hit
the buffers. — Reuters

Eurozone beats 
slowdown 
forecasts but 
industry brakes
BRUSSELS: Euro zone growth was better than expected
in the second quarter, flash estimates showed yesterday,
in a sign that the negative effects of global trade ten-
sions might be seen only later in the year. However, while
the economy expanded by 0.4 percent in the second
quarter, above forecasts of 0.3 percent growth, industri-
al output in the in 19-country currency bloc fell sharply
in June driven by a collapse in machinery and equipment
investment, European statistics office Eurostat said.

Eurostat’s flash growth estimate was also higher than
its previous estimate of 0.3 percent growth. The agency
also revised up the year-on-year growth to 2.2 percent
from its previous 2.1 percent estimate.

The revised monthly figure, if confirmed by final data
to be released on Sept. 7, would show that the bloc has
maintained a 0.4 percent growth pace in the first two
quarters of the year, confounding initial fears of a slow-
down in the second quarter.

The better-than-expected estimate could increase
the European Central Bank’s confidence in winding
down its asset purchase program, but the growth out-
look remains unclear, given the industrial output data.
The bloc was outperformed by the United States which
doubled to 1.0 percent its quarterly growth from 0.5
percent in the first quarter of the year.

Eurostat’s upward revision came after Germany, the
bloc’s largest economy, recorded a better-than-
expected 0.5 percent expansion in the second quarter,
driven by consumption and state spending that could
signal the beginning of a shift from Germany’s export-
led economic model.

But it said the bloc’s industrial output fell by 0.7 per-
cent in June on the month, recording a larger drop than
expected by economists polled by Reuters who had
forecast a 0.4 percent fall.

Germany’s monthly output was down by 0.6 percent
in June after a 2.4 percent growth in May, Eurostat said.

“For the months ahead, production seems to be limited
by concerns about the global economy on the one hand
and capacity constraints on the other,” Bert Colijn, a
senior economist at ING bank said in a note to clients,
predicting that the euro zone’s current growth rate
would remain unchanged this year.

“2018 has been somewhat of a disappointment so
far.” The eurozone’s highly volatile industrial production
had expanded by 1.4 percent in May, Eurostat said,
revising up its previous estimate of 1.3 percent growth.
The production plunge was mostly driven by a 2.9 per-
cent drop in the output of capital goods, like machinery,
in a sign that firms may be preparing for slower growth
in the coming months.

The output of consumer and intermediate goods also
fell, while the production of energy increased by 0.5
percent from May. On the year, industry output was up
by 2.5 percent in June, and the May figure was revised
up to 2.6 percent from a previous estimate of a 2.4 per-
cent increase. — Reuters



NEW YORK: World share markets fought
to regain their footing yesterday, as Turkey’s
lira pulled out of its recent nosedive and
reassuring data from Germany helped offset
the latest wobbles in China’s giant economy.

US stock indexes rose yesterday as
upbeat quarterly reports from a clutch of
companies boosted earnings optimism and
bank stocks rebounded after Turkey’s cur-
rency snapped its three-week slide. Turkey’s
lira recovered after the country’s central
bank moved to ease pressure on the curren-
cy, triggering a surge of as much as 7 per-
cent to 6.4 per US dollar.

Shares of US lenders - Citigroup,
JPMorgan, Wells Fargo, Bank of America,
Goldman Sachs - rose between 0.2 percent
and 0.7 percent. “The Turkey currency crisis
isn’t going to grow any bigger (and) the mar-
kets are good at pricing things like this,” said
Michael Antonelli, managing director, institu-
tional sales trading at Robert W. Baird in
Milwaukee.

“The spate of earnings today has people
focusing back on what matters and that is
US economic data and earnings reports.”
Tapestry jumped 9.7 percent, the most on
the S&P index, after strong sales of its Kate
Spade handbags helped the company’s full-
year forecast top analysts’ expectations.

Advance Auto Parts rose 7.5 percent after
the company beat quarterly profit estimates
and announced a new share buyback pro-
gram. The second-quarter earnings season is

tapering down. Of the 455 companies in the
S&P 500 that have reported so far, 79 per-
cent have beaten analysts’ estimates,
according to Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.

At 9:51 am EDT the Dow Jones Industrial
Average was up 46.60 points, or 0.19 per-
cent, at 25,234.30, the S&P 500 was up 8.22
points, or 0.29 percent, at 2,830.15 and the
Nasdaq Composite was up 11.50 points, or
0.15 percent, at 7,831.20. All 11 major S&P
sectors were trading higher. Energy shares
gained 0.61 percent and was the top gainer
among S&P sectors as oil prices rose after
Saudi Arabia cut production.

Technology sector rose, led by 1.9 per-
cent gain in shares of Nvidia after the chip-
maker rolled out its newest generation of
chip technology. The markets overlooked
comment from Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan that his country will boycott elec-
tronic products from the United States,
including Apple’s iPhone.

After three weeks of heavy pounding,
Turkey’s lira finally got some respite as signs
the country’s authorities were trying to
address the situation triggered a 5 percent
relief rally to 6.5 per dollar.

Yet it had lost almost 10 percent on
Monday alone and nerves were briefly test-
ed again as Turkey’s President Tayyip
Erdogan urged Turks to boycott US elec-
tronic products in response to recent criti-
cism from Washington.

The rot also stopped for the South

African rand, the Russian rouble and the
Brazilian real. Argentina’s central bank unex-
pectedly raised interest rates by 5 percent-
age points on Monday. Even so, the peso hit
a record low. “These things get very volatile
in both directions once you have had a really
big move,” Saxo bank’s head of FX strategy
John Hardy said. “To suggest this thing is
over, you would have to see that Turkey is
isolated... I’m not there yet and I don’t think
the market is there yet.”

European shares also steadied after two
days of selling as anxieties over contagion
from the Turkish currency crisis eased.

After falling to a 21-month low on
Monday, eurozone bank stocks initially rose
0.8 before slipping back again, while the
cross-sector pan-European STOXX 600
benchmark and Wall Street futures both
climbed. Sentiment was helped as data
showed that Europe’s largest economy,
Germany, picked up more steam than
expected in Q2 , although the markets’
bounce might have been stronger had sur-
veys from China not proved softer than
expected.

Chinese retail sales, industrial output and
urban investment all grew by less than fore-
cast in July, a triple dose of disappointment
that underlined the argument for more policy
stimulus in China as trade risks also intensify.

The Shanghai blue-chip index closed
down 0.5 percent and weighed on MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside

Japan, which eased 0.1 percent.
Moves elsewhere were mixed. Japan’s

Nikkei rose 2.3 percent and Australian
stocks added 0.8 percent. EMini futures for
the S&P 500 were still a fraction higher and
10-year Treasury yields held at 2.88 percent.

Emerging concerns
Investors were encouraged that US

declines had been only minor on Monday

after the losses by the lira and other emerg-
ing-market currencies. The Dow ended
Monday down 0.5 percent, the S&P 500
lost 0.4 percent and the Nasdaq fell 0.25
percent. MSCI’s benchmark emerging mar-
ket equities index touched its lowest level
since July 2017 in Asian trading though, tak-
ing losses since late January to just shy of
the 20 percent threshold generally accepted
to be a ‘bear market’. — Reuters
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World stocks regain footing 
as lira pulls out of nosedive

Wall Street rises on earnings optimism, lira rebound

S Africa’s
Ramaphosa 
proposes new 
sovereign fund 
JOHANNESBURG: South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa has proposed
setting up a sovereign wealth fund to help
boost economic growth, and his ruling
African National Congress (ANC) backs
the plan, two senior party officials said
yesterday. Ramaphosa, who replaced
scandal-plagued Jacob Zuma as ANC
leader late last year, is trying to rekindle
growth before next year’s national election.

There were no immediate details on
where the money for the fund would come
from. Most sovereign wealth funds utilise
revenues from oil and gas exports. South
Africa does not have significant energy
deposits but has a large, albeit struggling,
mining industry.

The idea of setting up a sovereign
wealth fund, which other emerging markets
such as Russia use to lift growth at times of
weak commodity prices, was dropped by
South African officials several years ago
when commodity prices plunged. “We
support the idea, put forward by the presi-
dent, of the creation of a sovereign wealth

fund,” ANC Deputy Secretary General
Jessie Duarte told reporters on Tuesday.

“It’s another mechanism to ignite our
economic prospects.”

South Africa’s economy has performed
poorly this year, despite a short-lived
pickup in business and consumer confer-
ence around the time that Ramaphosa
replaced Zuma as ANC leader.

Economists are skeptical that South
Africa - a major producer of commodities
such as gold and coal - could easily set up
a sovereign wealth fund given its large
budget deficit and shrinking mining sector.

Zizi Kodwa, a member of the ANC’s
National Executive Committee, told
Reuters that it would be government that
would decide which revenues to use to set
up the fund.

“South Africa has a lot of mineral
wealth, but it’s not up to the ANC to
decide where to take the money from,”
Kodwa said. “A sovereign wealth fund
could be an important source of stimulus,
that is what we are saying.” 

Rand falls
South Africa’s rand plunged more than

10 percent to a 2-year low against the dol-
lar and government bonds weakened
sharply as a renewed rout in the Turkish
lira spread to other emerging markets. The
rand, which later recovered to trade down
1.6 percent against the US unit by 1500
GMT, is one of the most deeply traded
emerging market currencies, making it sus-

ceptible to swings in sentiment on global
markets.

The magnitude of the rand’s slide came
after three days of heavy losses and
caught the South African Reserve Bank by
surprise, but a deputy governor at the
bank told Reuters that the regulator was
“nowhere near” intervening to support the
currency.

Highlighting South Africa’s narrower
current account deficit and smaller stock
of short-term external debt than Turkey,
analysts said investors should not be over-
ly concerned by recent rand weakness.

“The rand is currently telling us a lot
more about general emerging market sen-
timent than it is about South Africa in par-
ticular,” said John Ashbourne of Capital
Economics.

“The rand is likely to rebound in the
short term as the situation in Turkey sta-
bilises,” Ashbourne added.

The yield on South Africa’s benchmark
government bond maturing in 2026 rose
19.5 basis points to 9.050 percent, reflect-
ing weaker bond prices.

The average yield premium to hold
South African debt over safe haven US
Treasuries rose to 303 basis points (bps),
having added more than 30 bps in the past
week. The lira has lost more than 40 per-
cent of its value this year on worries over
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan’s
increasing control over the economy and
deteriorating relations with the United
States. — Reuters

NEW YORK: Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) on
Monday in New York City. —  AFP

ROME: Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte and his top ministers discussed the
2019 budget on Monday and agreed that it
will preserve the stability of state finances
and lower the public debt, the prime minis-
ter’s office said. Conte assessed the eco-
nomic situation and the budget with
Economy Minister Giovanni Tria and the
heads of the League and the 5-Star
Movement, the two parties that make up
the ruling coalition, the statement said.

The budget, which will be drawn up in
the autumn, “twins the government’s eco-
nomic goals with the stability of public
finances, in particular the continuation of
a downward path in the ratio of debt to
GDP,” the statement said. The commitment
to debt reduction helped ease pressure on
Italian stocks and government bonds,
which have come under pressure in recent
days due to contagion from financial tur-
moil in Turkey and market concerns that
Rome’s spending plans would push up the
already-high public debt.

Yields fell for the first time in a week
yesterday, with the closely watched

spread between Italian 10-year bonds and
safer German Bunds narrowing to 272
basis points from 280 the day before.

“The fact that they (the government)
recognize that the debt-to-GDP is a
problem that needs to be dealt with is
something that the market should look at
positively,” said DZ Bank strategist Andy
Cossor.

“The Turkish lira is not looking as wob-
bly as it did yesterday morning and so
that is also putting some support under
the BTP market today.” Tria, an academic
who is not a member of either ruling party,
will head to China at the end of this month
accompanied by a Bank of Italy official for
a five-day visit to meet financial opera-
tors, a Treasury source said.

Tria, who will be in China from Aug 27
to Sept 2, will aim to convince Chinese
investors, including its central bank, to
buy Italian sovereign debt, daily Corriere
della Sera reported. Italy’s public debt, at
around 132 percent of gross domestic
product, is the highest in the euro zone
after Greece’s. — Reuters

Italy PM, ministers discuss 2019
budget, agree it must cut debt
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KFH-Turkey enjoys 
solid asset quality, 
diversified 
financing portfolio

KUWAIT: “Kuwait Finance
House- Turkey (KFH-
Turkey) enjoys solid assets
quality attributable to its
diversified financing port-
folio as the economic sec-
tors in Turkey allow the
Bank to diversify its financ-
ing portfolio,” said KFH-
Group CEO, Mazin Saad
Al-Nahedh.

He added in a press
release, that KFH-
Turkey financing portfolio is stable, in a good posi-
tion and is diversified in a balanced manner between
the Turkish lira and the major foreign currencies,
which contributes in building extra cushion to
absorb impact of currency fluctuation.

KFH-Turkey’s precautionary policies are strong
to address the repercussions on the current Turkish
lira crisis. KFH is closely monitoring events in
Turkey and hoping for swift actions to reduce the
devaluation of Turkish Lira TL and end crisis
through serious measures by the Turkish govern-
ment, the Central Bank of Turkey and all authorities
concerned.

Al-Nahedh pointed out all KFH-Turkey financial
indicators exceed the minimum regulatory require-
ments. Despite the TL devaluation, the bank is
achieving strong and continuous growth rates at all
levels of the financing portfolio, deposits and total
assets as well as profits, indicating the nonperform-
ing-financing ratio of 1.8 percent, below the market
average is an indication of the sound and well-disci-
plined growth.

He said that KFH-Turkey operates through over
400 branch offices throughout Turkey and has a
manpower of nearly 6000 employees.

Al-Nahedh explained that the sustainable growth
of KFH-Turkey provides extra cushion to absorb TL
devaluation, indicating KFH-Turkey’s banking affili-
ate in Germany KT Bank AG contributes in mitigat-
ing risk thanks to the geographical diversity, not to
mention the role of the geographical spread of the
Group in Kuwait, Malaysia and Bahrain. 

He added that the Turkish economy enhances
diversification of economy resources that encom-
pass infrastructure, education, health, real estate
investment etc. He expected the current situation in
Turkey will diversely impact the investment on the
short term only, while the medium and long terms
wil l  witness growth and stabil ity because the
Turkish economy is based on the elements of the
real economy.

KUWAIT: Turkish Airlines total revenue increased
significantly during the first half of the year approxi-
mately by 30 percent compared to the same period of
last year, reaching $6 billion. Thus, having displayed a
remarkable growth performance in 2017, Turkish
Airlines managed to increase both passenger and
cargo revenue in the first half of 2018. 

During the first half of the year, Turkish Airlines
managed to increase net operating profit up from $17
million to $258 million, due to the increasing demand
and unit revenues despite the increasing fuel prices. 

In the first half of the year, EBITDAR (earnings
before interest, taxes, depreciation, amortization and
rent), which is used as a cash generation indicator,
stood at $1.28 billion, with a 38 percent increase.
EBITDAR margin improved by 1,5 percentage points
to 21,5 percent. This value is the highest first half
EBITDAR value that Turkish Airlines, that continues
to be one of the most profitable airlines in the sector,
has so far achieved. 

During the first half of the year, total Load Factor
climbed 4,3 percentage points to 80.4 percent,
recording the highest load factor in Turkish Airlines
history for the first half. During the same period,
increase in total number of passengers carried, capac-
ity (available seat kilometer) and demand (revenue per
kilometer) was 18 percent, 9 percent and 16 percent,
respectively, over the same period of last year. Turkish

Airlines carried more than 35 million passengers dur-
ing this period. According to International Air
Transport Association (IATA) first five month figures,
the global aviation sector realized capacity growth of
6 percent and demand growth of 7 percent. 

Turkish Airlines, which continues to strengthen its
identity as a leading global airline with its ever-
expanding flight network and the implementation of
other significant investments, currently operates
flights to 49 domestic and 255 international destina-
tions, a total of 304 destinations in 122 countries,
along with Freetown, Samarkand, Krasnodar and
Moroni, which have launched within this year. The
fleet of Turkish Airlines, one of the youngest and most
modern in the world, operates a total of 325 aircraft,
comprising 215 narrow body, 92 wide body and 18
cargo aircraft, as of today. Investing in the most
advanced and environmentally friendly new genera-
tion aircraft, Turkish Airlines aims to reach a fleet of
500 aircraft by 2023. 

Targeting to become one of the world’s largest air
cargo carriers, Turkish Cargo forms a wide corridor
from Asia to Africa and Europe to Latin America. In
the first half of 2018, Turkish Cargo managed to
increase not only the amount of cargo carried by 28
percent, compared to the same period of last year, up
to approximately 660 thousand tons, but also the car-
go revenue by 35 percent, up to $784 million. 

Despite the strong global competitive environment,
economic and political uncertainties in the nearby
region and severe operating conditions due to the
fuel price and currency fluctuations, Turkish Airlines,

having around 52 thousand employees with its sub-
sidiaries, continues to generate successful results and
will continue its trend in the sustainable growth path
as the global brand of Turkey.  

Turkish Airlines posts $258 million 
operating net profit in H1 2018

Total revenue increases by 30% to $6 billion

QIC Group signs 
sponsorship 
agreement with 
Mall of Qatar
DOHA: Qatar Insurance Group, Qatar’s
flagship insurance powerhouse has
signed a partnership agreement with the
Mall of Qatar (MOQ), the leading nation-
al mall of the Nation. The signing cere-
mony, which was held yesterday at the
QIC Headquarters in West Bay, was
attended by Deputy Group President &
CEO QIC MENA region, Salem Al-
Mannai, CEO of the Mall of Qatar, Stuart
Elder and other QIC officials. Through
this strategic partnership, QIC Group will
promote the World Cup FIFA 2018,
which will be broadcasted across the
World Cup Fan Zone located at the Oasis
in the Ground Floor of the Mall of Qatar.  

As the flagship insurer in Qatar and in
the MENA region, QIC Group takes
pride in providing support to all sporting
activities. Owing to its repute of being

the most popular sport worldwide, the
FIFA serves as an excellent platform for
demonstrating true sportsmanship to a
global audience. Echoing the same phi-
losophy, QIC believes that sports can
bring people together and create social
and cultural platforms, which is a precur-
sor for building a sustainable nation. 

Speaking on this important partnership,
Salem Al-Mannai, Deputy Group
President and CEO QIC MENA stated,
“As a strong supporter of the FIFA World
Cup, this partnership with MOQ is yet
another demonstration of QIC Group’s
ongoing commitment to sporting events. It
also underpins our involvement and effec-
tive support in realizing the four pillars of
Qatar National Vision (QNV) 2030.”

He further added, “Capitalizing on this
partnership, we would also like to cast a
spotlight on QIC Group’s growth trajecto-
ry and expanding global footprint through
a corporate video that will be played at
the Mega Screens in the MOQ ahead of
the matches.”

QIC Group’s corporate video is an
immersive visual that has captured the
evolution of QIC from being a domestic
insurer to an insurance powerhouse of
international repute. Notably, the video

also highlights QIC Group’s strategy of
diversification and ways of fulfilling its
vision of being ranked amongst the glob-
al top 50 insurers.”

Stuart Elder, CEO of Mall of Qatar
stated, “We are delighted to sign this
strategic partnership agreement with

QIC Group. As a leading national mall,
MOQ is constantly committed to devel-
oping partnerships with major entities in
Qatar to ensure that the World Cup
FIFA 2018 serves as an effective plat-
form to bring people together and share
good times.”

KFH-Turkey HQ

Mazin Al-Nahedh

Ooredoo and 
Booking.com 
offer Nojoom points 
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait announced a new exclusive
partnership with the international booking website
Booking.com, allowing members of the Nojoom rewards
program to earn 20 points of each KD 1 they spend
booking their hotels when they use the co-branded
booking website, available via a link on Ooredoo Kuwait’s
main website. Customers visiting the co-branded booking
website will be able to enter their Nojoom membership
details, the exclusive rewards program from Ooredoo,
before they complete their booking process. Points are
accrued within 45 days of customers’ checkout date on

the rate of 20 points per KD 1. Customers exchange these
points with any of Nojoom’s exclusive partners list, which
includes airlines, retail stores, restaurants, cafes, and
more. Ooredoo stated that its partnership with
Booking.com is part of its commitment to enriching peo-
ple’s digital experiences. 

Booking.com is available in many languages and offers
rooms in thousands of hotels around the world, allowing
users to book and modify their bookings with the click of
a button. Ooredoo is extensively working to expand the
number of partners to complement the experiences of
different customers’ needs.

Ooredoo’s newly revamped Nojoom rewards program
offers its customers the best exclusive discounts.
Accessible to all Ooredoo customers, the program offers
members free upgrades, vouchers and discounts from a
large variety of partners, ranging from service providers,
retailers and hotels, and airline companies. 

The revamped Nojoom rewards program has many

new benefits which include transferring Nojoom points to
friends and family, donate Nojoom points for charitable
causes, and redemption for partners’ voucher which are
readily accessible through nojoom.ooredoo.com.kw or
the My Ooredoo app.

12 more families 
benefit from 
Al Mulla Exchange 
free Insurance coverage 
KUWAIT: Al Mulla Exchange has again proved beyond
doubt that their activities go beyond the normal parl-
ance of remittances. The Free Insurance coverage
which is given along with every remittance and started
nearly 6 years back has already given benefits to more
than 230 Al Mulla Exchange customer families. All cus-
tomers are eligible and can opt to avail for the
Insurance coverage if they wish for it.  

As the leading Exchange company making waves in
the remittance market through innovation, technology
and service, Al Mulla Exchange has proven beyond
doubt that they are closer to their customers more than
anybody else. The free insurance allotment is very sim-
ple. For every transaction that is being done, a free
insurance coverage of KD 1,000 or more with a validity
of one month is applicable. This gets renewed each time
a transaction is done. For the customer there are no
premiums to be paid or policies to be filled. The
Insurance coverage amount and the validity comes
printed on the receipt itself. Settlement of the claims is
expedited very fast as per the terms and conditions
governing the insurance coverage. 

Some of the feature of the Insurance coverage
includes worldwide coverage, Accidental death, Normal
death, permanent total disability.   “We would like to
thank Al Mulla Exchange for the wonderful care and
help given to us. My husband Amritham Livingston was
the breadwinner of the family and his sudden loss was

really unbearable for us. Al Mulla Exchange’s contribu-
tion was Godsend and will help me and my children to
be on our feet again,” said  Ahila Livingston. Livingston
unexpectedly passed away in due to brain stroke.
Similar testimonies pour in from the recipient families
conveying their gratitude to Al Mulla Exchange for
their unflinching support and help. Since this corporate
social responsibility covers all Al Mulla Exchange cus-
tomers, the company encourages friends and relatives
to check with Al Mulla Exchange in case one of their
dear ones passes away. They will be able to check and
verify their eligibility for the Insurance.  

Al Mulla Exchange has presently 81 branches in
Kuwait and is the most preferred Exchange Company
for customers. 

Gold Fields to 
cut 1,100 jobs 
at South African unit
JOHANNESBURG: Gold Fields, one of the oldest
goldminers in South Africa, yesterday announced
plans to slash 1,100 jobs, or nearly a third of the
full-time workforce, at a loss-making unit.

It said the unit, South Deep, had experienced
difficulties since it was acquired by Gold Fields in
2006, including a failure to meet production targets
and rising operational and overhead costs.

South Deep mines has incurred four billion rand
($283 million) in losses over the past five years.

As part of its restructuring, the company intends
to lay off more than 1,000 permanent and casual
workers, while 460 contract workers “could also be
potentially impacted.” The mine, situated some 70
kilometres (40 miles) southwest of Johannesburg,
has a workforce of 3,614 full-time employees and
1,940 contractors.

With operations also in Australia, Ghana and
Peru, the Johannesburg-listed company is the
world’s number seven largest producer of bullion.

In 2012, Gold Fields sold most of its mines in
South Africa to Sibanye-Stillwater. Gold Fields’
plans to cut jobs come less than two weeks after
giant South African platinum miner Implats said it
would slash some 13,000 jobs and reduced the
number of shafts operating there from 11 to six.

Job cuts are politically sensitive in South Africa,
where more than a quarter of the workforce are
unemployed. —Reuters
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SpaceX vows
manned flight to
space station 
is on track
LOS ANGELES: Tech magnate Elon
Musk’s SpaceX vowed Monday to
send its first astronauts into orbit on
schedule next year — part of a drive to
restore America’s dominance of the
space race. Gwynne Shotwell , the
aerospace manufacturer’s president,
told journalists in Los Angeles an
unmanned flight to the International
Space Station in November would
pave the way for a manned mission in
April 2019. “Predicting launch dates
could make a liar out of the best of us.
I hope I am not proven to be a liar on
this one,” she said.

NASA awarded contracts to SpaceX
and Boeing in 2014 as part of its com-
mercial crew program, aimed at helping
private industry build spaceships to
reach low-Earth orbit. On August 3 the
agency named the first nine astronauts
who will fly to space on Boeing and
SpaceX vehicles in 2019 — a mix of
novices and veterans.

Those named for the SpaceX test
crew include shuttle veterans Bob
Behnken, Michael Hopkins and Douglas
Hurley, alongside naval aviator Victor
Glover, a novice to spaceflight. The
flights to the ISS will be the first leaving
US soil to put people into orbit since
the iconic space shuttle program ended

in 2011. For seven years, NASA astro-
nauts have hitched rides to the orbiting
outpost on Russia’s Soyuz spacecraft —
at a cost of some $80 million a seat.

A US government report released in
July said it was unlikely that SpaceX
would be able to send astronauts to the
ISS next year.  Shotwell said however
the mission would go ahead as soon as
SpaceX was “ready to fly these folks
safely. Next in line we want to make
sure not only that we get these folks up
and back safely but that that’s reliable
and a mission that we conclude,” she
added. “We want to hit all the boxes do
everything we need to do, to demon-
strate that this vehicle is capable of
taking astronauts up from US soil as
often as NASA will allow us.”

SpaceX unveiled its astronauts, all
clad in blue overalls and smiling proud-
ly in front of the module that will trans-
port them to the ISS, to answer ques-
tions from the media. “Being able to fly
as a first flight a vehicle as a test pilot
is a ‘once in a generation’ type of
opportunity, so obviously I’m very
thankful for it,” said Hurley. “But I
would also say that we’ve got a lot of
work left to do.”

‘Space Force’ to dominate foes
US President Donald Trump signed

an almost $750 billion defense spend-
ing bill Monday, while vowing a new
“Space Force” would give America
dominance over rivals in China and
elsewhere. “Our competitors have
begun weaponizing space,” Trump
warned troops at Fort Drum in New
York state, as he signed a National
Defense Authorization Act passed by

Congress earlier this month. “It’s not
enough to have American presence in
space. We must have American domi-
nance in space,” Trump said, as he
warned of the threat from China and
elsewhere.

“Look at what they’re doing, they
have given me run-downs,” he said in
reference to security briefings. “I’ve
seen things that you don’t want to see
what they’re doing and how advanced
they are.” “They want to jam transmis-
sions which threaten our battlefield
operations and so many other things.
We’ll be catching them very shortly,”
he said. “We will be so far ahead of

them in a very short time, your head
will spin.” 

He specifically mentioned a “new”
Chinese military division that oversees
space operations. The spending bill
contains a number of important provi-
sions, including a prohibition on deliv-
ering F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft
to Turkey, a NATO ally unless they
ditch Russian technology. Trump has
sparred with the country’s leaders
over the detention of a Christian pas-
tor. It also extends a restriction on
US-Russian mil i tary cooperation,
something the White House vocifer-
ously opposed. —AFP

France to make 
unrecycled plastic 
bottles expensive
PARIS: France plans to make bottles pro-
duced with recycled plastic cheaper than
bottles made from virgin plastic and will
further tighten regulation on plastics use,
a government minister said. Junior
Environment Minister Brune Poirson told
the “Le Journal du Dimanche” (JDD)
weekly that the government also plans to
increase taxes on landfill and reduce val-
ue-added tax on recycling activities. This
would be a boost for French recycling
firms such as Veolia and Suez, which have
called for such measures. 

Poirson said that in order to channel
more plastic waste towards recycling,
France will introduce a discount-premium
system worth up to 10 percent of the
price of a product in order to encourage
consumers to recycle. “Tomorrow, when
there is a choice between two bottles, one
made with recycled plastic, the other not,
the first one will be cheaper,” she said. She
gave no timeline, but said that in early
2019 the government will present addi-
tional and specific measures to tackle
plastic pollution.

The previous socialist French govern-
ment in 2016 banned plastic straws, cups
and plates from Jan 2020, but the centrist
government of President Emmanuel

Macron has rejected proposals to intro-
duce a deposit on plastic bottles, as some
European countries have done. Asked
whether it was sufficient to count on the
goodwill of industry to reach Macron’s
target of 100 percent plastic recycling by
2025, Poirson said that imposing new
regulation too quickly would lead to
defensive reactions. “If in two years there
is no progress, we will introduce regula-
tion,” she said.

France recycles just 25.5 percent of its
plastic packaging waste, the second-
worst recycling rate in Europe. It com-
pares to about 50 percent in Germany
and The Netherlands, data from statistics
portal Eurostat show. Michel-Edouard
Leclerc, CEO of leading French retailer
E.Leclerc, told the JDD that ahead of the
2020 ban on throwaway plastic tableware,
his stores would stop selling these prod-
ucts from the end of the first quarter of
2019. He said they would be replaced by
reusable products or by disposable cups
and plates made from more environmen-
tally friendly materials such as cardboard
or bamboo. Leclerc is also trialing a plas-
tic and glass bottle deposit system in
some of its stores in northern France that
gives customers points on their loyalty
cards, he said. 

Elsewhere, Burundi’s president, Pierre
Nkurunziza, has issued a decree banning
the use of plastic bags in the small central
African country within the next 18
months. “The manufacture, import, stor-
age, sale and use of all plastic bags and

other plastic packaging is prohibited,”
said the presidential order signed by
Nkurunziza on Monday and seen by AFP
yesterday. “A grace period of 18 months
is granted, before the entry into force of
this decree, to allow for the disposal of
current stocks and orders already
placed,” the decree read.

The decree includes some exemptions

that may be authorized for “biodegradable
plastic bags, bags and plastic materials
used in medical services, and in industrial
and pharmaceutical packaging”. When the
law comes into force Burundi will join a
growing list of African countries that have
introduced total plastic bag bans to fight
pollution, including Morocco, Rwanda and
Kenya. —Agencies

PARIS: This illustration shows plastic containers taken on August 12, 2018, in a
studio. —AFP

US House candidates
vulnerable to hacks
LAS VEGAS: Three of every 10 candidates running for
the US House of Representatives have significant securi-
ty problems with their websites, according to a new
study by independent researchers that underscores the
threat hackers pose to the November elections. The
research was due to be unveiled on Sunday at the annual
Def Con security conference in Las Vegas, where some
attendees have spent three days hacking into voting
machines to highlight vulnerabilities in technology run-
ning polling operations.

A team of four independent researchers led by former
National Institutes for Standards and Technology securi-
ty expert Joshua Franklin concluded that the websites of
nearly one-third of US House candidates, Democrats and
Republicans alike, are vulnerable to attacks. NIST is a
US Commerce Department laboratory that provides
advice on technical issues, including cyber security.
Using automated scans and test programs, the team
identified multiple vulnerabilities, including problems
with digital certificates used to verify secure connections
with users, Franklin told Reuters ahead of the presenta-
tion.

The warnings about the midterm elections, which are
less than three months away, come after Democrats have
spent more than a year working to bolster cyber defens-
es of the party’s national, state and campaign operations.
Democratic National Committee officials told Reuters
they have completely rebuilt the party’s computer net-
work, including email systems and databases, to avert a
repeat of 2016, when Russian intelligence agents hacked
into Democratic accounts and then used stolen data to
undermine support for Hillary Clinton’s presidential bid.

“No one wants to be the next ‘patient zero,’” said
DNC Chief Technology Officer Raffi Krikorian, a former
executive with Twitter and Uber. The report follows a
string of warnings by Trump administration security offi-
cials that Russia is actively interfering in the November
elections. FBI Director Christopher Wray recently
warned that Russian government agents were working
around the clock to sow discord ahead of the election.

Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill, who is facing a
tough re-election battle in Missouri, last month said that
hackers had tried and failed to access her office’s com-
puter network. The Def Con study did not address that
incident. The researchers did not identify any cases
where it appeared that politically motivated hackers had
exploited those vulnerabilities. “We’re trying to figure
out a way to contact all the candidates” so they can fix
the problems, said Franklin, who joined the nonprofit
Center for Internet Security last month.

Department of Homeland Security officials said at Def
Con that they are offering aid to states and counties for
securing election equipment. Still, some states said they
are not getting enough help, and new funding efforts
failed in Congress. Individual campaigns are not eligible
for federal assistance, so they rely on party officials, an
increased number of tech-savvy volunteers and nonprofit
groups such as Defending Digital Democracy, a biparti-
san project at the Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University.

Steps by the DNC
Franklin also said he found numerous potentially mali-

cious web pages that closely resemble the names of can-
didates. Hackers use that practice, known as “typo-
squatting,” to develop copycat sites for use in phishing
campaigns to steal credentials or to criticize candidates.
The candidates at most risk of hacks are ones with small
campaigns that have with little expertise in computer
technology or security, Franklin said.

The Democratic National Committee agreed to discuss
some steps it has taken to bolster security in the hope it
can serve as a model for other election offices. Since
Krikorian joined the DNC a year ago, the party has moved
email and data storage to Google cloud and replaced most
Windows computers with easier-to-defend Apple hard-
ware and Google Chromebooks, he said. —Reuters

MURRUPELANE: In the tiny maternity ward in
Murrupelane, two 16-year-old mothers breast-feed their
babies, both born that morning. Mozambique’s child
marriage and teen pregnancy rates are among the high-
est in the world, a driving factor in the population explo-
sion in this poverty-plagued southern African nation.

After emerging from a brutal war in 1992, the former
Portuguese colony saw its population swell 40 percent
in the two decades to 2017, reaching 29 million today.
“My parents really wanted me to get married,” says
Julia Afonso, one of the girls who has just given birth in
Murrupelane, a village in the north. In a tiny voice, she
says her family received 1,500 meticals ($21, 22 euros)
as a dowry. Around half of Mozambique’s women —
48.2 percent-marry before they turn 18, according to
UN children’s agency UNICEF.  Of girls aged between
15 and 19, 46.4 percent are either pregnant or have
already become mothers. These early marriages and
pregnancies “are impoverishing the community,” says
Murrupelane village chief Wazir Abacar. Young parents
“cannot feed their children, and the mums leave
school,” he said. As a result, 58 percent of Mozambican
women are illiterate.

Pregnant at 12 
Ema Nelmane, now 13, gave into the advances of a

man she met in the market who offered her 200 meti-
cals (three euros) for her virginity. “She saw a chance to
get the same shoes her friends were wearing,” her
grandmother said, by way of explanation. When she fell
pregnant, Ema was flabbergasted.  “I didn’t know you
could get pregnant by making love,” she said, breast-
feeding seven-month-old Ismail in the clay yard outside
her grandmother’s home.

Ema was plunged prematurely into the world of
adults. “I can’t go out and play with my friends any-

more,” she said. As in other developing countries,
teenagers in Mozambique often fall pregnant “through
lack of education”, said demographer Carlos Arnaldo.
“Parents see in these births a guarantee that they’ll be
looked after when they get old.” Until recently,
Mozambique’s government did little to tackle demo-
graphic problems. But the mounting costs of the popu-
lation boom have forced a change of thinking.

Contraception drive 
“The economic consequences for the government

are that it has to build hospitals and schools,” said
Pascoa Wate, head of maternal and child health at the
health ministry. “In spite of government spending, peo-
ple don’t have access to them.” In a bid to curb the
population explosion, Mozambique’s government is in
the process of changing the law to allow marriage only
at 18, rather than at 16 with parental consent.

“We know that the practice of early marriage is
rooted in deeply-seated cultural values and social
norms that prioritise fertility,” said Youth Minister
Nyeleti Mondlane. With UN support, Mozambique has
also been waging a contraception awareness campaign
since 2016. Only a quarter of women currently have
access to contraception, according to a national health
survey.

In the shadow of a mango tree in the northern village
of Namissica, a dozen women crowd around a table to
watch a nurse demonstrate how to use different contra-
ception, with the help of a wooden model penis and a
plastic vagina. If their husbands are “not cooperative”,
nurse Fatima da Silva Cobre advises women to opt for a
birth control implant. “He won’t know you’re using it,”
she says. The women ask anxious questions: could the
implant fall out? Won’t it make them infertile? One by
one, the nurse debunks the myths.

Rites of passage 
Reining in the population boom also depends

heavily on male education in a country where “it’s
they who dictate sexuality to girls”, said Gilberto
Macuacua Harilal. A crusader against underage
pregnancies, Macuacua uses his weekly television
show “Man To Man” to denounce churches that
defend marriage under 18, as well as traditional ini-
tiation rites, common in Mozambique. 

During such ceremonies, “boys aged eight to 12

learn to punish girls by forcing them into sex,” he
said. Slowly, the message is starting to get through.
Jaoa Carlos Singano, a village chief in the northern
Rapale district, said that for a year “we’ve been
trying to convince officials who carry out the initi-
ation rites to be careful in the instructions they
give boys”. But the need for change is urgent.  At
current rates, the population is set to double in the
next 25 years. “It is a race against time,” says
Mondlane. —AFP

Young parents ‘cannot feed their children’

Teen pregnancy epidemic feeds 
Mozambique’s population boom

HAWTHORNE: People explore a mockup of the Crew Dragon spacecraft during a
media tour of SpaceX headquarters and rocket factory. —AFP
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Palms Beach Hotel celebrates
Eid Al-Adha with special offers 

Experience
Eid Al-Adha at
Sheraton Kuwait 

The Eid Al-Adha celebration at
the Sheraton Kuwait Hotel is
vibrant with a festive atmos-

phere at the hotel starting from the
lobby and entrances of the restaurants
with different themes to celebrate. For
the patrons of the Sheraton Kuwait,
our restaurants are awaiting you to
spend unforgettable times with family
and friends with unique cultural expe-
riences of hospitality where you can
experience the exemplary fine dining
of a genuine Italian cuisine at Riccardo
restaurant, lavish buffet and a La Carte
dining experience at the Al Hambra
restaurant specially prepared for this
occasion.  

Lebanese delicacies in a distinctive
traditional ambiance at Le Tarbouche
restaurant with the best cold and hot
mezzas, Bukhara restaurant offers a rich
treasure of Indian dishes prepared with
the finest authentic spices, as well as
Persian cuisine from Shahrayar restau-
rant, relish the best barbeque with

freshly baked Tannur bread. Enjoy tra-
ditional English tea in a luxurious and
classic ambiance with original flavors at
the English Tea Lounge with a variety
of delectable scones and snacks.  

Sheraton Kuwait restaurants at the
Avenues- Grand Avenue is welcoming
you to try an exceptional dining expe-
rience by enjoying lavish dining at Al
Hambra restaurant and enjoy selec-
tions of Oriental and Mediterranean
set menu dishes.  For more variety, try
the Le Tarbouche, Bukhara and
Shahrayar Restaurants that provides
delicious traditional dishes with vari-
ous cuisines and special setting. Our
visitors could also relax in the ele-
gance of  the Engl ish Tea Lounge
located at the 2nd Avenues.     

Four Points by Sheraton Kuwait is
welcoming you at the La Mamma
Pizzeria to celebrate a unique Eid
where you can enjoy an assortment of
appetizing antipasti, freshly prepared
pasta and pizza baked on a wood fired
oven to meet your culinary desire. On
this occasion Fahed Abushaar -
Complex General Manager of Sheraton
Kuwait and Mounir Amer - General
Manager of Four Points by Sheraton
Kuwait, the Executive Committee and
all the associates wish the people of
Kuwait and all residents a Happy Eid!

Embassy
announcement 

The Embassy of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh in
Kuwait will remain closed

from 19th August 2018 to 23rd
August 2018 (Sunday to Thursday)
for the occasion of Holy Eid Al-
Adha. The passport, visa and other
consular services will be closed
during the above mentioned Eid
holidays. The Embassy will re-open
on the following Sunday, 26th
August 2018.

For the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, you are invited to spend a memo-
rable moments at The Palms Beach Hotel & Spa.  Families can cele-
brate this joyful occasion through an unforgettable stay at the hotel’s

spacious and luxurious totally new rooms & suites.  The offer is rich with
valuable benefits for the families to enjoy this occasion; the entire family
can entertain themselves in a relaxed and luxurious environment. 

Palmerie Restaurant offers a wide variety of Oriental & International
cuisine with the highest standards of presentation & preparation starting
form salad buffet, to a sumptuous dishes from around the world, the buffet

also includes selected variety of European pastry & Arabic sweets in
addition to the selected live cooking stations. Tagine Restaurant &
Lounge offers you a new & modern experience that reflects the magic &
beauty of art to savor sumptuous delights in a captivating & stylish
ambiance where you enjoy the taste of new dishes that added to the menu.

Seafood lovers can enjoy Al-Muhallab Seafood Restaurant, with rich
authentic local seafood flavor & original legacy of Kuwait’s traditions,
where Al-Muhallab offers a wide variety of seafood which will appeal
to all connoisseurs and satisfy the most difficult taste buds. The Palms

has also planned several kids programs that include: Competitions,
face painting and other activities at the Junior Care Center & at The
Little Palm with the characters they love, designed to spread happiness
& laughter.

Moreover, Families can enjoy access to the hotel’s Beach Club, first of
its class and furnished with the latest sport’s equipment and overlooking
the beach and swimming pools, not to forget Salon Mounir for ladies and
the Orchid Spa for men special discounts on massage and special beauty
treatments run by people with the industry’s best expertise.

The Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait Ghulam Dastgir hosted a reception at
the embassy yesterday to celebrate the 71st Independence Day of Pakistan.
Embassy staff and a cross section of the Pakistani community in Kuwait

attended the event. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

Pakistan Embassy celebrates Independence Day

Commercial Bank of Kuwait handed out “Kiswat Al-Eid” (new clothes for eid) to cleaning and construction workers at their work
sites. This comes with the campaign “Hawwin Alaihum” (make it easy for them) directed to serving this group and help them con-
tinually and participate with them in a happy eid and other occasions.

The offer is rich with valuable benefits for the families 
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ACROSS
1. Cut off from a whole.
4. Loud confused noise from many

sources.
12. Government agency created in 1974 to

license and regulate nuclear power
plants.

15. A benevolent aspect of Devi.
16. (rare) Of or occurring in summer.
17. A branch of the Tai languages.
18. A motley assortment of things.
20. (in Gnosticism) A divine power or

nature emanating from the Supreme
Being and playing various roles in the
operation of the universe.

22. (Jewish cookery) A loaf of white bread
containing eggs and leavened with
yeast.

24. A yellow trivalent metallic element of
the rare earth group.

25. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually
in favor of a person or cause).

26. A Loloish language.
27. Concerning those not members of the

clergy.
30. A small cake leavened with yeast.
32. The Palestinian uprising (beginning in

1987) against the Israeli occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

35. An anxiety disorder characterized by
chronic free-floating anxiety and such
symptoms as tension or sweating or
trembling of light-headedness or irri-
tability etc that has lasted for more
than six months.

39. A gonadotropic hormone that is
secreted by the anterior pituitary.

40. Squash bugs.
42. A midwestern state in north central

United States in the Great Lakes
region.

46. English monk and scholar (672-735).
47. Being ten more than one hundred nine-

ty.
51. Absent without permission.
52. A Bantu language spoken by the

Kamba people in Kenya.
54. Type genus of the Amiidae.
55. An associate degree in applied science.
58. Partially carbonized vegetable matter

saturated with water.
59. A drop of the clear salty saline solution

secreted by the lacrimal glands.
60. West Indian tree having racemes of

fragrant white flowers and yielding a
durable timber and resinous juice.

63. A soft yellowish-white trivalent metallic
element of the rare earth group.

64. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974)
that was responsible for research into
atomic energy and its peacetime uses
in the United States.

65. (Old Testament) In Judeo-Christian
mythology.

66. One of the jointed appendages of an
animal used for locomotion or grasp-
ing.

68. The (prehensile) extremity of the supe-
rior limb.

72. The most common computer memory
which can be used by programs to
perform necessary tasks while the
computer is on.

76. A plant hormone promoting elongation
of stems and roots.

77. A hotel providing overnight lodging for
travelers.

78. Not conquered.
79. A loud harsh or strident noise.
80. The cry made by sheep.
81. The trait of behaving in an obscene

manner.
82. Large northern deer with enormous

flattened antlers in the male.

DOWN
1. An unsteady uneven gait.
2. A member of the Siouan people formerly

living in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

3. Not acknowledging the God of
Christianity and Judaism and Islam.

4. Any of numerous local fertility and
nature deities worshipped by ancient
Semitic peoples.

5. Paraphernalia indicative of royalty (or
other high office).

6. A mouth or mouthlike opening.
7. A reptile genus of Iguanidae.
8. Step on it.
9. A river in southwestern England rising in

Gloucestershire and flowing through
Bristol to empty into the estuary of the
Severn.

10. A bag used for carrying money and
small personal items or accessories
(especially by women).

11. A silvery ductile metallic element found
primarily in bauxite.

12. City in Sudan.
13. Avatar of Vishnu.
14. A bluish shade of green.
19. A sudden minor shock or meaningless

interruption.
21. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked

on a skewer usually with vegetables.
23. American revolutionary patriot who

was president of the Continental
Congress.

28. A contagious skin infection caused by
the itch mite.

29. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for
collecting and coordinating intelli-
gence and counterintelligence activi-
ties abroad in the national interest.

31. A public promotion of some product or
service.

33. Paralysis of the vocal cords resulting in
an inability to speak.

34. An ancient musical horn made from the
horn of a ram.

36. Again but in a new or different way.
37. Panel forming the lower part of an inte-

rior wall when it is finished differently
from the rest.

38. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

41. A deep bow.
43. A Chadic language spoken south of

Lake Chad.
44. A state in the Rocky Mountains.
45. (sport) Used of your own ground.
48. Of or relating to the United States of

America or its people or language or
culture.

49. (British) Property that provides tax
income for local governments.

50. A small portable timepiece.
53. That are used.
56. The blood group whose red cells carry

both the A and B antigens.
57. Containing salt.
61. A city in southern Turkey on the

Seyhan River.
62. A genus of Lamnidae.
67. (nontechnical usage) A tiny piece of

anything.
69. An officer who acts as military assis-

tant to a more senior officer.
70. Horny plate covering and protecting

part of the dorsal surface of the digits.
71. Unpleasantly cool and humid.
73. 100 puls equal 1 afghani.
74. The compass point that is one point

west of due north.
75. The part of the nervous system of ver-

tebrates that controls involuntary
actions of the smooth muscles and
heart and glands.
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Yesterday’s Solution

You seem to always have the ability to make wise personal decisions. Today
finds you being admired and looked to for advice in a personal matter by a friend. This is
great time for you to help others. Sensing the needs of others seems to come naturally to
you today. You are able to gain trust and admiration when speaking to others today and
helping them work through their own problems. You may find that today you are a natu-
ral at offering love and support. On the other hand, you may feel a bit let down when you
need someone to turn to. As supportive as you are, it seems there is no one there for you
when you need the same in return, Aries. Such is life. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You may come to find you have a fan. Someone may let you know how
much they appreciate your ability to get things done. Someone shows great sympathy to
you today concerning a problem you are facing. It will feel good to know you are loved
and supported. A feeling of frustration may come your way today. You may feel as if you
are unable to get your point across to someone. Your ability to communicate well with
others may seem to experience a hic-cup and you may feel isolated. This feeling will be
short lived. Going from the center of attention in a group to feeling as if you don’t fit in, is
not an easy pill for you to swallow. You have to take a step back at some point. Everyone
deserves their chance to shine.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

This may be a frustrating time in your life. Neither things in the work place,
nor at home seem to be going your way. The choices and decisions you make today
may not be the best. Tensions are high and this would be a great time to sit back and
take some time off and just recharge. You feel the need to care for others and desire that
they care for you also. A sense of nurturing is what you desire. You have needs and you
are able to easily sense the needs of others. This will put you in a position to do great
acts of kindness today. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You may be considering making some changes that involve your living sit-
uation. This is not a great time for that. You may find decisions made now would not be
in your best interest. You may find you are asked to help with a project in the work-
place. You may be recognized for your strong ability to make decisions and get things
done. A great day to work with others. This is also a day you will be able to communi-
cate with grace and understanding. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Today finds you talkative and ideas are flowing freely. What a great time to
let your creative juices flow! You may find yourself feeling overloaded with ideas and
others may not be able to keep up or totally understand what you have to say to them.
Don’t forget to step back and take a breath. You may find yourself easily excitable and
over emotional as these ideas run through your head. Even though your communication
skills may not be on point today and you may find yourself at odds with those close to
you, your day will be very productive and self-satisfying, Virgo. Today would be great
for writing or journaling. These are ideas you value and want to make note of. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You are a natural at managing and directing others. When people try to get
things accomplished, you are the one that may have to take the first steps. You should
enjoy a great deal of support from those around you. You may be pleased to find co-
workers volunteering to help you with a project. It should not be hard for you to enjoy
and value your own position in life or to feel especially kind toward a friend or loved one.
You and your friends pull together to make something special happen for a mutual
friend. Being among friends and working together should be a very pleasant experience
for you at this time. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Your communication skills are at all time high and you have the ability to
interact with ease to all who surround you, Leo. Today is a day full you may find yourself
full of energy and ready to take on the world. You may find yourself in a dreamy mood
with a desire to let reality escape you. You don’t often have this feeling, and this is a great
time to just roll with it. You may find a movie, a road trip, or something as simple as light-
ing the candles and soaking in the tub, may bring you a needed rest. Not only are you
able to appreciate the beauty in everything in everyone around you, others are shower-
ing you with appreciation and praise. You are admired for your wit and eccentric ways.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

This is a great day to do some internet research for travel plans. You may
have a deep desire to see more of what this world has to offer. You may find yourself
yearning for a type of spiritual wanderlust. You know you only occupy a tiny space on
this Earth and long to see and experience so much more. Today won’t be the best day to
make choices concerning your living situation. You may feel as if you are cut off from
friends. You have a strong desire for a social life. A need to get out and about. A good
time could quickly turn into a bad situation. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Dream on dreamer. It seems as if you will be able to escape all the prob-
lems of today, even if only in your mind. You may find your thoughts drifting and find it
hard to focus and apply yourself in the workplace. This may catch your friends off guard.
You are usually focused and quick to accomplish any task set before you. Others may
not appreciate this side of you as they have grown extremely dependent. Avoid con-
frontation at all costs. Spend some time this evening to relax and regain focus, Pisces.
You will be back to your old self soon.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

This is a great time for a little escape. The day to day realities are becoming
a bit much for you to handle. A bit of travel may be in order to clear your mind. A good
book or curling up to watch a movie could give you a bit of relief as well. You have needs
and you are able to sense the needs of others. Helping someone and them helping you in
return may fulfill a need you have. You seem to be deeply in touch with not only your
emotions but also with the emotions of others. Do some research and choose your next
vacation destination. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
The company you keep says a lot about who you are. Who do you allow to

remain in your circle? You may have friends from all walks of life. You may not always see
eye to eye. This can be healthy as seeing someone else’s perspective on a common prob-
lem can be enlightening. You can learn from the way others handle similar situations to
the ones you experience. A network for business purposes is a great aspect to surround-
ing yourself with other from all walks of life. Know your circle. This is a time to keep your
friends close and your enemies even closer. Not everyone is happy for your success. 

If you have to sneak to do it you have no use for it. You are quite disgusted
by someone who seems to be hiding things from you. You are honest and live your life in
a transparent manner. What you see is what you get. Right or wrong, you won’t hesitate
to admit if you have made a mistake. You are who you are and offer no apologies to any-
one that doesn’t like it. Sneaky co-workers, sneaky children, and sneaky partners in a
relationship are a “no-go” for you. You have zero tolerance for these types of people. An
encounter today may leave you will a bad taste in your mouth. You are vocal and will not
hesitate to call a spade a spade. You may find yourself involved in a confrontation con-
cerning this very matter today. Stand your ground. 
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A Perseid meteor streaks across the sky above the “Seven Magic Mountains” art installation early on August 13, 2018 near Jean, Nevada. The annual display, known as the Perseid shower because the meteors appear to radiate from the constellation Perseus in
the northeastern sky, is a result of Earth’s orbit passing through debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle. The “Seven Magic Mountains” public art installation by artist Ugo Rondinone is located south of Las Vegas near Jean Dry Lake and is made up of seven pillars
of colored boulders stacked more than 30 feet high. — AFP

Mohamed Oussama carrying a backpack, his guitar and rubbish bags, walks along the Nabuel beach in northern Tunisia. — AFP photos

‘Hazmat’ suit statue near
site of Japanese nuclear
disaster sparks uproar

Astatue of a child wearing what appears to be a
hazardous material suit unveiled near the site
of a Japanese nuclear disaster has drawn a bar-

rage of criticism from residents and forced the sculp-
tor to apologize. The 6.2-metre high statue, “Sun
Child”, was put up in the city of Fukushima, north of
Tokyo, this month and shows a child in what appears
to be a bright yellow “hazmat” suit holding a helmet in
one arm. On the child’s chest is a radiation counter
reading zero. A major earthquake and tsunami on
March 11, 2011, led to meltdowns at the Fukushima
Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, the world’s worst
nuclear disaster since the Chernobyl accident in 1986.

Many thousands of people were displaced by leak-
ing radiation and many have still been unable to return
home. Residents said the statue would only prolong
the painful memories of an accident that seemed des-
tined to forever link the name Fukushima with nuclear
disaster. “I don’t think Fukushima will be able to
escape from its tainted reputation, so I understand
what the sculptor wanted to say,” said Ikue Tsunoda.
“However, residents don’t wear hazmat suits, so I think
that was provocative,” she said. Sculptor Kenji
Yanobe said he had worked on the theme of radioac-
tivity since 1991, as a way of showing how difficult it
was for humans to deal with nuclear power.

He said he wanted to show the air was now safe -
the child in is shown with the helmet off, and the
counter on its chest points to zero, though he said he
was sorry the work had disturbed people. “I sincerely
apologize to those who were upset by my artwork,”
Yanobe said in a statement on his website. City offi-
cials sought to smooth over the controversy. “The
statue represents the future free from nuclear disas-
ter,” said Mariko Furukawa, manager of the city’s
Board of Education. Some 18,000 people were killed
by the 2011 earthquake, most of them by the tsunami
waves that swept ashore. — Reuters

Bin bags at the ready, “long-distance activist”
Mohamed Oussama Houij moves methodically along
a beach in Tunisia’s Mediterranean town of Nabeul,

scooping up all kinds of trash as he goes along. The 27-
year-old sanitary engineer set out in July to walk a 300-
kilometre (185-mile) stretch of coastline in northern
Tunisia and clean up 30 beaches along the way. He hopes
the two-month trek will help convince authorities, holiday-
makers and average Tunisians alike that the sea should not
be used as a giant garbage tip. With a sturdy pair of boots
and a hat to shield him from the summer sun, Houij began
his journey in the central coastal city of Mahdia and plans
to finish in Solimane, 40 kilometers from the capital Tunis.

The trip will take him through crowded hotspots like
Daar Chaabane in Nabeul, but also along secluded coves
and shores. “I believe in citizen mobilization and I chose to
act... and to raise awareness about the problem of pollu-
tion on our beaches,” the activist told AFP.  The Facebook
page of his “300 Kilometers” campaign has more than
13,000 followers and is entirely independent, he boasted.
“No political party is welcome... 300 Kilometers is a free
citizen initiative and will remain forever,” the activist wrote
on the page.

‘Drop of water’ 
But while Houij may be a dreamer, he is also realis-

tic.  “The 300 Kilometers action is not really about
cleaning... I know I’m just a drop of water in the
ocean,” he said. “I want to raise public awareness and
get people thinking: ‘Wait, it’s not normal, all these
bottles, these caps... all these plastic bags’.” Since
Tunisia’s 2011 revolution, the proliferation of waste
has steadily worsened across the country-in big cities,
rural areas and beaches alike. One contributing factor
has been the absence of elected municipal councils. 

Between the fall in 2011 of longtime dictator Zine
El Abidine Ben Ali and local polls held in May 2018,
town halls were managed by “special delegations”
that often neglected issues like littering and waste
management. But there is also a lack of environmen-
tal awareness among Tunisians, Environment Minister
Riadh Mouakher said in mid-2017 as he announced
the launch of a special “green police” unit to combat
the North African country’s rubbish woes.  At his
first beach stop, Oussama estimates he collected
about 100 kilograms (more than 200 pounds) of
waste. After that, he simply stopped weighing the
bags. Nearly 150 kilometers and 14 beaches later,
Houij is astounded by the sheer volume of waste he’s
found along the shore.  “We’re talking tons of rub-
bish... The more you clean, the more you find. It nev-
er ends,” he said.

Sleeping rough 
From plastic bottles and soiled diapers to commercial

refuse, Oussama says he’s seen “all forms of pollution”
seeping into the sea. 

“I’ve seen a wide array of pollution, from the personal
pollution of people who come to the beach through to the
industrial pollution” of local and public companies, he said.
“The authorities do not take the problem of pollution in
Tunisia seriously,” said Houij.  The environmental activist is
also frustrated with holidaymakers who treat him as a
“zabel” (rubbish collector) and don’t hesitate to ask him to
pick up their waste.

Travelling with nothing but a rucksack and a guitar, on
lucky nights he is offered shelter and a bed. Most nights,
though, he sleeps rough. Reactions from those he meets
along the way range “from one extreme to another”, he
said.  “There are people who are very active, who encour-
age you and who help you clean up... but others kill your
desire to work for the cause,” he added. “Each day brings
enough trouble of its own, but the will is there... there’s no
reason for me to stop.”— AFP

Tunisia anti-litter activist takes
up 300-km, 30-beach challenge

This handout from the Fukushima City public informa-
tion division taken and received yesterday shows the
artwork entitled “Sun Child” by artist Kenji Yanobe at an
unveiling ceremony in Fukushima. — AFP
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vangeline Lilly reached out about playing
Princess Leia when the current ‘Star Wars’
trilogy was announced. The 39-year-old star
had worked with filmmaker J.J. Abrams on TV

drama ‘LOST’, and when she heard he would be at the
helm for 2015’s ‘The Force Awakens’ she immediately put
a plan in place. Speaking at Fan Expo Boston, she admit-
ted: “”When JJ [Abrams] was first announced that he was
gonna do his first Star Wars film, I reached out to his
producing partner, for the first time ever since ‘LOST’
ended, I never requested anything ever before, and I said,
‘I wanna be Leia! Make me Leia!’ “ Of course, the late

Carrie Fisher - who passed away in 2016 while filming
‘Star Wars: Episode VIII - The Last Jedi’ - would reprise
her iconic role from the original trilogy in the sequels,
and her character is set to get a fitting send-off in the
upcoming ninth film in the main saga. Her brother Todd
recently said: “My sister and Princess Leia are the same
thing. And the idea of that story stopping and her not
carrying forward is very disturbing to me ... It is awesome
that it worked out this way and, thanks to director J.J.
Abrams, this is going to be very magical and important to
us all.” Todd is delighted that the ‘Star Wars’ filmmakers
have been able to weave the scenes into the new movie.

He told told ET Canada: “It is not easy, I could tell you.
For me, I have to watch a lot of these old movies and it is
heartbreaking sometimes to see your family that has left
us.  “But if you believe in the way our family does, in the
‘Force’, we aren’t really apart at all and she will always be
with us. But it is nice when you can put her back up on
the screen and continue the story and continue the saga.
That is important for all of us.

Evangeline Lilly wanted to play
Princess Leia in The Force Awakens

E

he Simpsons Movie’ is set to
get a sequel.  Fans have been
patiently waiting for the fol-
low-up film since the original

hit the big screen in 2007, with many
assuming there would never be a second
installment due to the amount of time that
had passed, but an article published in the
Wall Street Journal (WSJ) has confirmed
that Fox is working on a new animated
blockbuster. Details on the plot are being
kept tightly under wraps but there is still
some uncertainty in the air as Fox faces
being bought out by Disney.  The WSJ
claimed: “Ms. [Stacey Snider, the Fox
boss] has emphasized a revamp of Fox’s
approach to animation, bringing in a new
partner to replace an expired deal with
DreamWorks Animation after it was
acquired by Comcast Corp.” However, it’s
not just ‘The Simpsons’ getting a new film
as Fox are also working on a big screen
adaptation of the animated series ‘Bob’s

Burgers’ and ‘Family Guy’. The publication
claimed: “The film studio is partnering
with the Fox television studio on a big-
screen adaptation of the animated series
‘Bob’s Burgers’, a second ‘Simpsons’
movie in development and a ‘Family Guy’
film that would mix animation with live
action, said people with knowledge of the
projects.” ‘The Simpsons Movie’ followed
accident prone dad-of-three Homer -
known for his catchphrase “Doh!” - as he
accidentally polluted the town lake in
Springfield. The incident led to the resi-
dents being confined to a giant glass
dome before he used his charm to sweet
talk the Environmental Protection Agency
and American government to stop the
town from being decimated. The film
proved a huge success, pulling in over
$500m at the box office (£390m).

The Simpsons to
get new movie 

‘T

Sterling K Brown
torn on popular
film Oscar 

terling K. Brown is in two minds about
the Oscars’ new popular film category.
After news the Academy Awards would
be adding a new prize for more com-

mercially successful films - which have traditionally
not received the same credit at the annual ceremo-
ny - the ‘Black Panther’ star has admitted he goes
“back and forth” on the idea. He told Variety:
“When I first heard of the category, the first ques-
tion I had was, ‘What is the criterion for being
nominated in this category?’ “If it’s something that
can give it some sort of merit and legitimacy, then I
think it’s cool. But I think ‘Black Panther’ stands on
its own merits regardless of its popularity as being
a wonderful piece of art.” The 42-year-old actor
also heaped praise on the Marvel movie’s writer
and director Ryan Coogler, who had previously
earned plaudits for his work on his 2013 debut
‘Fruitvale Station’ and 2015’s ‘Creed’. Brown added:
“Ryan Coogler is an artist. The man is three for
three in his films thus far, and I don’t see him strik-
ing out anytime soon. “So whether it’s in one cate-
gory, the other, or both, the movie is worthy of
recognition.” Earlier this month, the outstanding
achievement in popular film category was
announced as one of three significant changes that
have been approved by the Academy’s board of
governors. The board of governors has also agreed
to an earlier date for the 2020 ceremony and has
announced plans to shorten the broadcast to three
hours in order to make the Oscars “more accessible
for our viewers worldwide”. The introduction of the
new category may go someway towards combating
increasing criticism of the event, which has been
described as becoming less and less relevant over
the years. Some moviegoers argue that the awards
don’t recognize the films that the public are most
interested in watching.

S

londe have a wish list of artists
they want to work with and
Robyn and Jocelyn Brown are
at the top. The British dance

duo are back with their latest single ‘Me,
Myself & I’, which features Bryn
Christopher, but they are already thinking
ahead to their next collaborations and
they think ‘Dancing On My Own’ hitmaker
Robyn would be perfect for their style of
songs. Speaking exclusively to BANG
Showbiz, Blonde member Jacob Manson
said: “There are so many people who
would be cool to work with, someone like
Robyn would be amazing to work with,
we’ve always thought she was super-cool.
Robyn would really suit our style of
music, and the songs she has recorded are
just so epic so she could bring that to us.”
Jacob and his bandmate Adam Englefield
- who previously worked with Craig
David on ‘Nothing Like This’ - are huge
fans of the original first wave of Chicago
house and piano house tracks and admit
their dream would be to collaborate with
67-year-old Jocelyn, who provided vocals

on classics such as ‘Keep on Jumpin”,
‘Somebody Else’s Guy’. The pair have a
plan to potentially create a host of tracks
with a variety of club legends but Jocelyn
is their number one pick. Jacob said: “We
love the big diva vocalists from the origi-
nal wave of piano house music. Singers
like Jocelyn Brown, it would just be so
amazing to work with her. Those songs
are the classics that inspired us, we’re
thinking about the idea of taking a trip out
to Atlanta because a lot of those singers
are based out there, so we’re thinking of
doing a bit of recon and setting up in a
studio out there in the States and getting
as many people as possible to come and
play us their songs, maybe we could even
put a modern spin on some of the records
that were written in the 90s - that would
be a really fun project for both of us.” ‘Me,
Myself & I’ by Blonde and Bryn
Christopher is out now.

Blondewant to
work with Robyn

R

.E.R.D. have seemingly con-
firmed they are set to play a
‘secret set’ at Reading and
Leeds Festivals. Eagle-eyed

fans of Pharrell Williams’ hip-hop outfit
noticed the ‘Lemon’ hitmakers - who
released their fifth studio album ‘No One
Ever Really Cares’ in December - have
added the two events to the touring
schedule on their official website. They
have Saturday, August 25, listed for
Reading at Richmond Park in the South,
and Sunday, August 26, for Leeds at
Bramham Park in the North of England.
According to DIY magazine, this suggests
the group could be set to perform before
emo rockers Panic! At The Disco at
Reading and rapper Kendrick Lamar at
Leeds. Other acts rumored for secret sets
include heavy metallers Bring Me The

Horizon - who have been teasing fans
about their imminent return with what
appears to be a new song called ‘Mantra’
- former Oasis star Liam Gallagher and
rockers Frank Carter & The Rattlesnakes,
but nothing has been confirmed by the
festival as of yet. Reading has sold out
completely, with the last remaining tickets
still available for Leeds. Thousands of fans
will head to both sites on August Bank
Holiday weekend to catch the likes of
Panic! at the Disco, Travis Scott, Post
Malone, Mike Shinoda, Wolf Alice, Dua
Lipa, The Kooks, The Vaccines, Pale
Waves, Slaves, Shame, Rex Orange
County. Kendrick, Kings of Leon and Fall
Out Boy are headlining across the three
days; August 24 and August 26. 

atherine McGrath was too “starstruck” and speech-
less to tell her hero Taylor Swift how much she has
inspired her. The rising Northern Irish country pop
star has had the opportunity to meet the ‘Delicate’

hitmaker on several occasions, but every time she chickens out
on having a proper chat with the superstar. She told the Daily
Star newspaper: “If I met Taylor again, I’d actually like to speak
this time! The last time, I just cried the whole time. “When I saw
Taylor’s tour recently, I thought: ‘Maybe I’ll be more together
this time.’  “But she still has me completely starstruck.” The 21-
year-old singer - described by Sir Elton John as the new Taylor
- has revealed it was the ‘Shake It Off’ hitmaker who first got
her into the genre. On what she would say to her idol, she said:
“Country music has helped me put my own story out there, put
it into songs. “I’d love to tell Taylor how much her music
inspired me and for introducing me to country - if I could get
the words out, that’s what I’d tell her.” Meanwhile, the ‘Lost In
The Middle’ singer - who released her debut album ‘Talk Of
This Town’ in July - previously admitted she’ll “never get used
to” hearing fans sing her songs. She told BANG Showbiz: “It’s
always a shock when I hear people singing along to my songs.
No matter how many times it happens I don’t think I’ll ever get
used to it. “Especially at these headline shows. Everyone knows
the words and I’m always like, ‘How?’ “You see numbers and are
pleased people are listening but whenever you see them singing
your words in real life, you’re like, ‘Woah, there really are peo-
ple listening.’ It’s just such a shock but it’s really exciting. “A lot
of the times the lyrics are just random things I write into my
notes on my phone, then we talk about it and make it a song.
“So to go from a studio talking about a break-up to seeing
people singing it back to me it’s just amazing.” Catherine’s next
big gig is at RiZE Festival at Hylands Park in Chelmsford, Essex,
on August 17.

Caerine McGra
rendered speechless 
by hero Taylor Swift

C

N.E.R.D. tease Reading 
and Leeds secret sets 
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Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra conductor Mohammed Amin Ezzat leads
musicians.

Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra musicians take part in a
rehearsal.

Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra musician Duaa Majed
Aubeh takes part in a rehearsal in Baghdad’s School of Music
and Ballet.

Iraqi musician Saad Saleh Dujaili, a flute player in the Iraqi
National Symphony Orchestra, poses for a picture.

Iraqi Mohammed Amin Ezzat, conductor in the Iraqi National
Symphony Orchestra, talks during an interview in Baghdad.

Brian Grubb performs during the pro-
duction of the project Wake Skating at

Wadi El Hidan in Jordan.—Reuters

Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra conductor Mohammed Amin Ezzat leads musicians during a rehearsal at
Baghdad’s School of Music and Ballet. — AFP photos

Local Bedouin people
help American
navigate narrow
gorges in Jordan

Wakeskater Brian Grubb has tackled snow
streams in Sarajevo and Filipino rice fields dur-
ing his amazing career on the water, however

his latest adventure is the best yet after he travelled to
Jordan to take on the mighty Wadi Al-Hidan canyon. Here
is all you need to know:

Jordan has five UNESCO World Heritage Sites and
Grubb travelled there to water skateboard through the
Wadi Al-Hidan canyon in the Valley of Hidan. Wadi Al-
Hidan is a breathtaking black basaltic canyon with nar-
row gorges, fresh pools, mesmerizing green vegetation
and wildlife that feeds into the Dead Sea. The American
needed help from the local Bedouin people to transport
equipment in small boats or by person over the perilous
rocks with evenings consisting of traditional Bedouin cui-
sine and music.

When Grubb and his crew finally reached their ideal
setting, they positioned themselves on top of one of the
peaks of the valley where the long wire pulling machine
that the 38-year-old athlete would hold on to was
installed to launch him across the volcanic rocks. When
he first hit the water it wasn’t plain sailing as he lost his
balance occasionally, nevertheless he righted himself to

master the unforgiving terrain of the valley.
The hardest part was on the final day when the New

Hampshire native needed to pass through a tight crack
rapidly, which he accomplished brilliantly. After complet-
ing the extraordinary trip, the former world champion
said: “It’s great to be here in Jordan. I never imagined

that I could wake skate right here.” Grubb has dominated
the scene for years, along with fun projects such as
Human Trailers, Urban Assault, Winch Masters, Capital
Chaos and Project Blackout. — Reuters

In a dusty Baghdad dance studio, conductor
Mohammed Amin Ezzat tries to fire up the musicians of
Iraq’s National Symphony Orchestra, whose enthusiasm

has been dampened by eight months without pay. An age-
ing air conditioner fights to beat back the summer heat in
the cramped space at the capital’s School of Music and
Ballet as the 57-year-old maestro leads the group through
a rehearsal of Modest Mussorgsky’s “Night on Bald
Mountain”. 

The shaggy-haired Ezzat and the 40 musicians sur-
rounding him are gearing up to perform at Baghdad’s
National Theatre on Saturday, but the group’s morale is at
an all-time low. The ensemble has lost more than half its
members since the start of the year, when the government
issued a directive barring state employees with two jobs
from receiving two salaries. 

The anti-corruption measure was suggested by the
World Bank and should affect only about a third of the
orchestra’s musicians, but because of delays in carrying
out the reform wages have been withheld from the entire
group.  “The orchestra is in great danger,” Ezzat said.
“Some don’t have enough money to come, and others are
disappointed by the impact of politics on the orchestra.” 

‘On the precipice’ 
Officially created in 1970 after several unsuccessful

attempts, Iraq’s national orchestra has survived decades of
upheaval. It has survived wars, an invasion, a 12-year inter-
national embargo and a devastating three-year battle
against Islamic State group jihadists, which came to an
end last year. But this may be the last straw for the outfit, a
collateral victim of Iraq’s “war on corruption”. 

“Not being paid for eight months has had a terrible
psychological effect on the musicians, but we’ll continue to

resist peacefully with our music,” said Ezzat, who became
the orchestra’s first Iraqi conductor in 1989. “We’re on the
precipice but sure that we won’t jump.”

When all its salaries are tallied up-including the mae-
stro’s $1,200 a month, peanuts for a major conductor-the

orchestra costs the state about $85,000 (73,000 Euros) a
year. The sum is a pittance compared to the exorbitant fig-
ures siphoned off by ministers and high officials who have
either fled or been arrested. 

The conductor, his daughter Noor, a timpanist, and his
sons Hossam and Islam, who play the cello and viola
respectively, have all been without a salary since January.
But according to Raed Allawi, the head of administrative
affairs at Iraq’s culture ministry, there is no reason to pan-
ic-the wages will soon be paid. 

“The finance ministry has asked for a regularization of
contracts. Verification measures are under way and this
explains the late payment of wages,” Allawi said. “The

orchestra is one of the country’s cultural showcases (and
the ministry) respects its artists and their talent.” For the
symphony’s musicians, however, these are empty words
they have heard already.

‘Two professions, same passion’ 
Saad Al-Dujaily, a professor of medicine and a flutist,

thinks the measure is regressive. “I’ve been an obstetrician
and a flute player since I was very young,” he said.
Because of the directive, the 57-year-old practitioner-who
teaches at Baghdad’s Al-Nahrain University and plays in
the national orchestra-is now entitled to only one salary.
“In Iraq, we’re proud to have more than one job, to have
more than one love, to practice two professions with the
same love and passion,” said Dujaily, who plans to contin-
ue with the orchestra to help preserve its quality. 

Further along into the rehearsal, the studio’s electricity
cuts, a common occurrence in a country plagued by power
outages. The orchestra cannot afford the diesel to fuel the
building’s generator. But the musicians play on in the win-
dowless room, using their cell phones to illuminate the
sheet music. “There have been crises in the past, but this is
the worst,” said Doaa Majid Al-Azzawi, an oboe player.   

“Especially since my father and I are musicians. We
don’t know what will happen, but if the orchestra has to
stop, it’s culture in Iraq that will be dealt a deadly
blow,” the 25-year-old said. When the studio’s lights
eventually make a flickering return, so too does the
players’ enthusiasm, and the music swells. “As long as
we live, music will live. It’s our culture,” said Noor, the
conductor’s daughter. — AFP

Iraq’s top musicians play 
on despite unpaid wages

‘Some don’t have enough 
money to come, and 

others are disappointed 
by the impact of politics 

on the orchestra’ 
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A member of Climb Yangon working a route on top-rope
during rock climbing training at Bayin Nyi cave at Hpa-an,
Karen state.

A member of Climb Yangon on a route during their rock
climbing training at Bayin Nyi cave at Hpa-an, Karen state.

Myanmar mountaineers during their ascent of Ama Dablam
mountain in Nepal, in preparation for a mountaineering expe-
dition to Hkakabo Razi on the northern tip of Myanmar near
the border with China and India. — AFP photos

T
he film is called “Crazy Rich Asians,” but the cast
is proud to be showcasing such a rare array of
Asian culture and identity in a Hollywood movie.
The romantic comedy, opening in movie theaters

today and starring Constance Wu, Michelle Yeoh,
Awkwafina and newcomer Henry Golding, is the first
with an all-Asian ensemble cast from a major studio in
25 years.

“Fresh Off the Boat” actress Wu plays New York
economics professor Rachel Chu, who flies to Singapore
to meet her boyfriend’s family only to discover that it is
one of the wealthiest in the country. Amid the lavish par-
ties and romantic setbacks, the film highlights the clash
of Western and Asian cultures and the tension between
old-money Chinese families in Singapore and the nou-
veau riche.

It is also a love letter to Singapore, as the camera
lingers on the city’s modern and traditional architecture,
parks, nearby tropical beaches, street food and music. “I
wanted to reflect that this was a warm place, that it wasn’t
a strange alien planet that you are going to, as Asia is
often depicted,” said director Jon M. Chu, who was raised
in California by Taiwanese parents and had never previ-
ously been to Singapore.

The cast was drawn from Taiwan, Britain, China,
Malaysia, the Philippines, the United States and Australia,
along with Singapore, where it was filmed. “It was like a
swap meet of experiences of being Asian in different
countries,” said Golding, who was born in Malaysia and
raised in Britain.

“Everybody had struggled in some aspect with their
identity, so to be able to share that and come together and

strengthen together, you couldn’t even imagine,” he said.
Gemma Chan, a London-born actress of Chinese heritage,
said that making the movie had made her re-think her
identity. “When I was younger, as most children do, you
just wanted to fit in. My Barbies had blond hair and blue
eyes. I always felt, I’m different, I wish I wasn’t different.
“Now I feel more proud than ever of my Asian heritage
and it’s something I can happily embrace,” she said.

While the film is unapologetically Asian, even down
to a game of Mahjong and a dumpling-making scene,
the filmmakers say its themes of family, love and the
struggle to be accepted are universal. “It is a rare movie
that is culturally specific, yet for the world,” said actor
Ken Jeong. — Reuters

Crazy rich on film, proud to be Asian

Atwo-week jungle trek followed by a sheer climb
up avalanche-prone slopes to a jagged ridge of
icy pinnacles awaits three Myanmar moun-
taineers planning to take on Hkakabo Razi, a

peak so treacherous it has been conquered only once.
Believed to be the highest in Southeast Asia, the mountain
stands at an estimated 5,881 meters (19,294 feet) in the
northern tip of Myanmar near the border with China and
India, a Himalayan cap of the largely tropical nation. The
formidable route to the top starts with a grueling 240-
kilometre (150-mile) slog by foot through Kachin state’s

dense jungle, filled with venomous snakes and bloodsuck-
ing leeches.

But it is the challenging climb itself that has thwarted
nearly all of the handful of attempts to reach the summit,
one of which resulted in a deadly rescue attempt. “The dif-
ficulty level of the mountain is extreme,” Zaw Zin Khine,
32, told AFP during a break from a training session on a
limestone karst cliff in eastern Karen state. The team will
have to negotiate precipitous faces of loose scree, fre-
quent avalanches and a choice between ridges spiked with
towers of rock and shrouded in snow and ice.  “There is a
risk we won’t come back alive,” the climber added. He and
his two partners Pyae Phyo Aung, 36, and Aung Khaing
Myint, 32, aspire to make history as the first all-Myanmar
team to summit the mountain. They also hope to settle a
decades-long dispute over whether Hkakabo Razi or the
nearby Gamlang Razi-also in Myanmar-claims the honor
as the region’s highest.

‘Makes Everest look easy’ 
The three climbers, now waiting for the right window in

the weather to start their expedition, have been in inten-
sive training for months, including a trip to Nepal and ses-
sions in a Yangon gym, wearing masks to simulate low-

oxygen levels at altitude. Team member Pyae Phyo Aung is
one of only two people from Myanmar to have summited
Mount Everest but he says Hkakabo Razi’s isolation and
lack of infrastructure makes it far more perilous. “Even if
you’re 70 years old, you can get to the top of Everest if
you have the money to pay people to pull you up,” he
says. “They maintain the routes from the base camp to the
summit, have lots of porters and it’s easy to find people by
air if they’re missing. That’s not the case on Hkakabo Razi.”

The first known attempt to scale the mountain was by
British explorer and botanist Frank Kingdon-Ward in
1936.  In his book “Burma’s Icy Mountains”, he describes
how the peak “utterly defeated” him, forcing him to turn
back a vertical kilometer below the top. It took another 60
years before Japanese mountaineer Takashi Ozaki and his
Myanmar climbing partner Nyima Gyaltsen prevailed on
their third attempt. Ozaki, the first-ever climber to suc-
cessfully tackle Mount Everest’s north face, reportedly
described the peak as “one of the most difficult and dan-
gerous mountains in the world”.

Two separate expeditions in 2014 both met with costly
failure. One local Myanmar team never returned, a tragedy
magnified when a rescue helicopter crashed, killing one
pilot. The other ill-fated ascent is the subject of a National
Geographic documentary. The expedition ground to an icy
halt on what team member Emily Harrington remembers as
a “nightmare ridge” that dropped off for hundreds of feet
on either side, leaving them “depleted on all fronts”. “We
kinda assumed it would be like Nepal and Pakistan where
the culture is centered around the mountains,” the 31-
year-old told AFP from California.  “But it’s not. They’re
not used to people coming here to trek so we had to take
more on ourselves.”

‘Listen to the mountain’ 
This year’s expedition organizers are preparing for

anything. Tycoon Tay Za, who was behind both the 2014
Myanmar team’s failed attempt and the successful
ascent of Everest, is also bankrolling this venture, which
is expected to take around two months. The three
climbers will have a five-member support team and
some 70 porters to help-compared to 25 last time-as
well as several rescue helicopters on stand-by. “If we
complete this, we can be proud Myanmar citizens,” Zaw
Zin Khine said.  “We plan to plant the nation’s flag with
our own hands at the summit.”

He also hopes they will inspire more climbers in a
country that only boasts a few dozen enthusiasts. But
Harrington warns that reaching the summit is not every-
thing and advises the team to “listen to the mountain”.
“If it’s telling you not to go for it then don’t go for it. In
my head the only thing that matters is that you come
back alive.” — AFP

Myanmar climber Pyae Phyo Aung sighting a route dur-
ing rock climbing training at Bayin Nyi cave at Hpa-an,
Karen state.

Myanmar mountaineers Aung Khaing Myint (right), Zaw Zin
Khine (center), and Pyae Phyo Aung (left) during their ascent
of Ama Dablam mountain in Nepal.

Myanmar climber Aung Khaing Myint preparing gear for rock
climbing training at a gym in Yangon.

Myanmar climbers eye Hkakabo 
Razi - the peak conquered only once

Myanmar mountaineers
during their ascent 

of Ama Dablam 
mountain in Nepal.

‘Even if you’re 70 years
old, you can get to 

the top of Everest if you
have the money to pay
people to pull you up’

Myanmar climber Pyae Phyo Aung
(right) setting up a tent during rock
climbing training in Bayin Nyi cave

at Hpa-an, Karen state. 
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Arrival Flights on Wednesday 15/8/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 405 Sohag 00:05
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
KAC 102 London 00:50
DLH 625 Dammam 00:50
JZR 539 Cairo 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
MSR 618 Alexandria 01:35
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
KLM 446 Bahrain 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:00
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
AEE 956 ATH 02:25
QTR 1086 Doha 02:30
KAC 414 Bangkok 02:40
THY 768 Istanbul 02:40
THY 1404 AYT 02:45
WAN 714 AGP 02:45
JZR 651 Lahore 02:55
KAC 418 Manila 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
RJA 648 Amman 03:05
RBG 215 Sohag 03:05
KAC 382 Delhi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
KAC 796 Madinah 03:45
JAI 572 Mumbai 04:00
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30
JZR 609 Hyderabad 04:30
FDB 069 Dubai 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 544 Cairo 05:20
JZR 603 Mumbai 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
WAN 966D Tbilisi 05:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 05:35
KAC 154 Istanbul 05:35
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
JZR 561 Sohag 05:55
BAW 157 London 06:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:25
WAN 338 Alexandria 06:25
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 678 Dubai 06:45
RBG 559 Alexandria 06:50
SVA 4243 Jeddah 06:55
JZR 505 Luxor 06:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:00
JZR 143 Doha 07:15
JZR 503 Luxor 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 358 Kochi 08:00
KAC 384 Delhi 08:05
JZR 529 Asyut 08:10
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
SAW 703 Damascus 08:30
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 09:55
SYR 341 Latakia 10:05
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:20
JZR 787 Riyadh 10:30
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
JZR 165 Dubai 11:45
JZR 903 Baku 11:55
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
WAN 134 Doha 12:20
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
RBG 553 Alexandria 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:45
CLX 792 Luxembourg 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
JZR 239 Amman 13:00
KAC 522 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 357 Mashhad 13:05
RJA 644 Amman 13:20
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:30

JZR 779 Jeddah 13:45
FEG 341 Sohag 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
JZR 125 Bahrain 14:15
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
KAC 364 Colombo 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:25
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:25
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:50
KAC 304 Mumbai 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:10
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10
KAC 562 Amman 15:20
OMA 645 Muscat 15:20
KAC 502 Beirut 15:35
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SVA 504 Madinah 15:55
KAC 118 New York 16:00
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
FDB 051 Dubai 16:20
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:00
KAC 1704 Madinah 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JAV 621 Amman 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 145 Doha 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:40
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
WAN 874 Istanbul 18:25
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
RJA 640 Amman 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 744 Dammam 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:25
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
JZR 189 Dubai 19:40
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:00
KAC 104 London 20:00
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
KAC 166 Rome 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
KAC 172 Frankfurt 20:45
JZR 803 Tbilisi 20:45
WAN 866 TZX 20:50
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 21:00
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
ABW 9022 SVO 21:20
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
DLH 8456 Frankfurt 22:25
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30
SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 22:50
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
MSC 501 Alexandria 23:10
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
JZR 241 Amman 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 15/8/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
AZG 566 Baku 00:05
ICV 675 Hong Kong 00:05
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
MSC 502 Alexandria 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
JZR 504 Luxor 01:00
MSC 406 Sohag 01:05
JZR 528 Asyut 01:45
THY 773 Istanbul 01:45
KAC 363 Colombo 01:50
KAC 285 Dhaka 01:50
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
JZR 502 Luxor 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
KAC 677 Dubai 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:25
MSR 619 Alexandria 02:35
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
AEE 957 ATH 03:15
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:35
JZR 142 Doha 03:45
RBG 216 Sohag 03:45
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 831 Istanbul 04:25
JAI 571 Mumbai 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:35
KAC 103 London 05:45
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 06:05
JZR 902 Baku 06:15
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
RJA 649 Amman 07:00
JZR 356 Mashhad 07:15
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 167 Paris 07:30
RBG 550 Alexandria 07:30
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:55
KAC 501 Beirut 08:00
JZR 238 Amman 08:00
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:00
WAN 713 AGP 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 165 Rome 08:25
SVA 5243 Madinah 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:45
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:05
KAC 117 New York 09:05
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 521 Al Najaf 09:30
SAW 704 Damascus 09:30
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 773 Riyadh 09:45
JZR 534 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:55
KAC 101 London 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
WAN 873 Istanbul 10:15
KAC 617 Doha 10:20
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 11:05
IRM 1189 Mashhad 11:10
KAC 1703 Madinah 11:20
JZR 124 Bahrain 11:20
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10

RBG 554 Alexandria 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
THY 767 Istanbul 13:40
JZR 144 Doha 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
RJA 645 Amman 14:15
WAN 865 TZX 14:30
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
JZR 802 Tbilisi 14:50
FEG 442 Asyut 14:50
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
JZR 188 Dubai 15:10
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 606 Kochi 16:00
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
KAC 619 Doha 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40
SVA 505 Madinah 16:55
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:55
SAW 706 Damascus 17:00
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:20
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 381 Delhi 17:45
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:25
JAV 622 Amman 18:30
JZR 240 Amman 18:30
JZR 538 Cairo 18:35
KAC 151 Istanbul 19:10
JZR 266 Beirut 19:15
QTR 1081 Doha 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
RJA 641 Amman 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
JZR 552D Alexandria 20:05
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
JZR 602 Mumbai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
DLH 624 Dammam 20:50
KAC 357 Kochi 21:00
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:00
KAC 353 Bengaluru 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:35
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:10
KAC 543 Cairo 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
THY 1413 TZX 22:25
KAC 383 Delhi 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
JZR 604 Ahmedabad 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
ABW 9923 SVO 23:20
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:30
WAN 337 Alexandria 23:40
SVA 503 Jeddah 23:45

Classifieds
Wednesday, August 15, 2018

Airlines

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Kuwait Airways                                              171
Jazeera Airways                                                 177
Wataniya Airways                                         22 066 536
American Airlines                                         22087425 
                                                                              22087426
Jet Airways                                                       22924455
FlyDubai                                                            22414400
Qatar Airways                                                 22423888
KLM                                                                     22425747
Royal Jordanian                                             22418064/5/6
British Airways                                               22425635
Air France                                                         22430224
Emirates                                                            22921555
Air India                                                             22438184
Sri Lanka Airlines                                           22424444
Egypt Air                                                           22421578
Swiss Air                                                            22421516
Saudia                                                                22426306
Middle East Airlines                                     22423073
Lufthansa                                                          22422493
PIA                                                                       22421044



LONDON: A car swerved into passers-by then slammed
into a barrier protecting Britain’s Houses of Parliament in a
suspected terror attack yesterday. A 29-year-old British
man, not previously known to the security services, was
arrested at the scene by armed officers. Three people were
injured. Police, who initially said the man was refusing to co-
operate, were holding him at a London police station on sus-
picion of preparing a terrorist attack.

Prime Minister Theresa May said the suspected attack
was “shocking” and an “appalling incident” as she con-
demned the “twisted aim of the extremists”. Last year, five
people were killed when a car mowed down pedestrians in
an attack outside parliament. Footage from yesterday’s sus-
pected attack shows the silver Ford Fiesta veering across an
intersection, hitting cyclists and pedestrians, before speeding
into a barrier outside the Houses of Parliament at 7:37 am
(0637 GMT).

Armed officers swooped in to arrest the driver, removing
him from the vehicle at gunpoint. Images showed police
holding the man, dressed in jeans and a black puffer jacket, in
handcuffs. “Given that it appears to have been a deliberate
act, the method used and the iconic location, it is being treat-
ed as a terrorist incident,” police said in a statement. Police
said there was nobody else in the vehicle, which remains at
the scene and was being searched. No weapons have been
recovered.

A man and a woman were taken to hospital with non-life
threatening injuries. Both have since been discharged.
Another man was also treated at the scene for minor injuries.
Witness Kirsty Moseley, 31, from south London, was a pas-
senger in a nearby car. “I heard a few shouts, looked up and
this silver car was driving at high speed the wrong way into

the cyclists,” she said. “It’s absolutely amazing there was only
one cyclist seriously injured, he went straight through them.
People were thrown everywhere.” The driver “wasn’t shout-
ing anything, he wasn’t screaming, he didn’t look crazed or
out of control - he was just deadpan.”

Searches are being carried out at two addresses in
Birmingham and one in Nottingham in central England.
Police said the privately-owned car travelled from
Birmingham to London late on Monday, arriving in the capi-
tal just after midnight. It was in the Tottenham Court Road
area from around 1:25 am until 5:55 am, then was driven
around Whitehall and Westminster, where the parliament and
government ministries are, from around 6:00am until the
time of the incident.

May urged the public to “remain vigilant but also to come
together and carry on as normal”. “The twisted aim of the
extremists is to use violence and terror to divide us. They
will never succeed,” she said. No other arrests have been
made and police have said there is no intelligence of further
danger to Londoners.

May’s spokesman said there were 676 live investigations
being carried out by the security services and counter-ter-
ror police at the end of June, up from more than 500 in
March. Some 13 Islamist and four far-right extremist plots
have been foiled in the past 18 months, he added. US
President Donald Trump urged tough action. “Another ter-
rorist attack in London... These animals are crazy and must
be dealt with through toughness and strength!” he tweeted.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan said: “All Londoners, like me,
utterly condemn all acts of terrorism on our city.” “We will
never be cowed, intimidated or divided by any terrorist
attack,” he said. — AFP
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should not be worried by knee-jerk reactions in the
forex market,” Venkatesh said. India’s central bank has
raised interest rates twice this year, in part to help
increase the value of the rupee. Its fall is leading to a
widening of India’s current account deficit, when the val-
ue of imports exceeds the value of exports, experts say.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday said
Turkey would boycott US electronic goods like the
iPhone in retaliation for punitive sanctions from
Washington, as the Turkish lira finally clawed back
some ground after going into a tailspin over the ten-
sions. The dispute between the NATO allies - brought
to a new intensity by Turkey’s holding of an American
pastor for two years - has raised questions over the
future of their partnership and fanned fears of a loom-
ing economic crisis in Turkey.

“We will boycott US electronic goods,” Erdogan
said in a speech in Ankara, again showing no sign of
compromise in the dispute. “If (the United States) have
the iPhone, there’s Samsung on the other side,” he said,
referring to US giant Apple’s iconic phone and the top
South Korean brand. “We (also) have our Venus and
Vestel,” he said about homegrown Turkish electronics
brands. Shares in Vestel zoomed up seven percent on
the Istanbul stock exchange after Erdogan’s remarks.

Erdogan has been repeatedly photographed with
Apple products including the iPhone and iPad. He also
made his now famous speech on the night of the July
2016 failed coup calling citizens out into the street
through FaceTime, an iPhone app. The lira’s plunge -
which had been ongoing for weeks - was turned into a
rout on Friday when US President Donald Trump
tweeted that Washington was doubling aluminium and
steel tariffs for Turkey.

Turkish Airlines also announced on Twitter that it
would join a campaign circulating on social media with
a hashtag #ABDyeReklamVerme (don’t give ads to
America). “We, as the Turkish Airlines, stand by our
state and our people. Necessary instructions on the
issue have been issued to our agencies,” Yahya Ustun,
spokesman for the country’s flag-carrier, wrote on
Twitter. Erdogan said Turkey was facing an “economic
attack” and a “bigger, deeper operation”. “They don’t
hesitate to use the economy as a weapon,” he said.
“What do you want to do? What do you want to
achieve?” he added, referring to the US.

The lira posted gains on forex markets for the first
time after days of losses, giving the currency much-
needed respite. The lira was at 6.5 to the dollar, a gain
of 5.0 percent on the day and 7.4 to the euro, well off
the record lows of 7.24 to the dollar and 8.12 to the
euro seen Monday. The lira has lost about a fifth of its
value against the greenback since Friday. Turkey’s cen-
tral bank on Monday announced it was ready to take
“all necessary measures” to ensure financial stability
after the collapse of the lira, promising to provide
banks with liquidity. However, the move failed to
impress financial markets, which want to see a massive
rate hike of as much as 1,000 basis points by Turkey to
combat the lira’s weakness and fight inflation.

Treasury and Finance Minister Berat Albayrak,
Erdogan’s son-in-law, will speak with about 1,000 for-
eign investors on Thursday via a teleconference, the
private NTV broadcaster said. Albayrak said yesterday
Turkey would press ahead with its action plan to prop
up the lira against the dollar, calling for a trade that is
conducted “in our own currency”. “We will protect our
Turkish lira, we will march with Turkish lira and we will
see a stronger lira in the coming period.”

A Turkish news agency said traders in Istanbul’s his-
toric Eminonu district converted $100,000 into lira
yesterday. Chanting “Damn America”, they unfurled a
banner saying “we will win the economic war”, the
Demiroren agency said. Amid calls to “burn” the dollars,
the group headed to a bank branch where they con-
verted the money, it said. 

Indian expatriates
rush to remit money...
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the rubble,” a fire official, Emanuele Giffi, told AFP.
“We’re going to work round the clock until the last vic-
tim is secured.”

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolences to
Italian President Sergio Mattarella expressing sincere
grief over the motorway bridge collapse and the damage
it caused to public utilities and properties, as well as for
the fallen victims, wishing the injured rapid recovery. HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
Italian president over the tragic accident. 

The incident - the deadliest of its kind in Europe since
2001 - is the latest in a string of bridge collapses in Italy, a
country prone to damage from seismic activity but where
infrastructure generally is showing the effects of a falter-
ing economy. Aerial footage showed more than 200 m of
the viaduct, known locally as the Morandi bridge, com-
pletely destroyed. “I’m following with the utmost appre-
hension what is happening in Genoa and what looks like it
could be an immense tragedy,” Transport and
Infrastructure Minister Danilo Toninelli said on Twitter.

Salvini, who is also leader of the nationalist League
party in a power-sharing government, vowed to hold
those responsible for the disaster accountable. “I have
gone over this bridge hundreds of times, and I commit to
digging and finding out who is responsible for an unac-
ceptable tragedy, because it’s not possible that in 2018

you can work and die in these conditions,” he said.
The cause of the disaster was not immediately clear,

although weather services in the Liguria region where
Genoa is situated had issued a storm warning yesterday
morning. The national motorways body said on its website
that “maintenance works were being carried out on the
base of the viaduct”, adding that a crane had been moved
on site to assist the work.  Shares in Italian company
Atlantia, which runs much of Italy’s motorway network
including the collapsed stretch of the A10, closed the day
down more than five percent.

The mayor of Nice, 200 km west along the coast,
said he had authorized firefighters in the French city to
assist their counterparts in Genoa. Genoa, home to half
a million people, is located between the sea and the
mountains of northwestern Italy. Its rugged terrain
means that motorways that run through the city and the
surrounding area are characterized by long viaducts
and tunnels. The Morandi viaduct, completed in 1967,
spans dozens of railway lines as well as an industrial
zone housing several factories. 

One factory, immediately next to one of the viaduct’s
support columns, was virtually empty yesterday the day
before a national holiday, and seems to have sustained
minimal damage. “I live nearby and I cross the bridge
every day on foot,” said Ibou Toure, 23, a translator. “I was
never sure of it, you’d always hear these noises whenever
lorries were going over.  “When I heard it had collapsed, I
wasn’t surprised.”

In March last year, a couple were killed when a motor-
way overpass collapsed on their car near Ancona on the
country’s Adriatic coast. A pensioner died in Oct 2016
when his car was crushed by a collapsing bridge over a
dual carriageway between Milan and Lecco. That incident
was blamed on bureaucratic bungling which led to a fatal
delay in the bridge being closed after it was reported to
be showing significant cracks. — Agencies 

30 dead in Italy 
bridge collapse...
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His comment immediately prompted criticism on both
sides of the political aisle. “This kind of language is unbe-
coming of a President of the United States. There is no
excuse for it, and Republicans should not be okay with it,”
said Republican Senator Jeff Flake, a frequent Trump critic.
“How dare he? He has taken this country to its knees,” said
Democratic congresswoman Frederica Wilson. Asked
whether Trump’s language was appropriate, White House
senior counselor Kellyanne Conway did not answer directly
but told Fox News she had never heard Trump “issue a racial
slur about anyone”.

The recordings by the disgruntled 44-year-old
Manigault Newman, once an ardent Trump ally, repre-
sents a stunning breach of presidential trust. Yesterday,
she explained to CBS News why she made the recordings:
“I’m the kind of person who covers her own back. In

Trump World, everyone lies. Everyone says one thing one
day and they change their story the next day. I wanted to
have this type of documentation... in the event I found
myself in this position where, as you said, they’re ques-
tioning my credibility.”

Manigault Newman’s book, “Unhinged: An Insider’s
Account of the Trump White House,” hit bookstores and
digital platforms yesterday. Largely self-serving, it
describes the daily firefighting of life on the Trump cam-
paign and then in the White House. “Donald Trump’s single
greatest character flaw as a leader and human being is his
complete and total lack of empathy,” she writes, describing
the president as a “friend” but attacking him relentlessly.
“Nothing has more meaning to Donald than himself,” she
says, alleging that he and his wife Melania sleep in separate
rooms and that Trump has brought a tanning bed with him
to the White House.

Perhaps the sternest criticism is of Trump’s abilities -
Manigault Newman describes him as a brilliant businessman
but “just this side of functionally illiterate”, prone to “forget-
fulness and frustration” and in a state of “mental decline” that
“could not be denied”. US media reported later yesterday
that the Trump campaign intends to prosecute the former
aide for breaking a non-disclosure agreement. — Agencies 
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understood some items had been blocked for secu-
rity reasons, while others were barred on administrative
grounds.  “A few days ago Israel allowed more than 10
tonnes of postal parcels that were stuck in Jordan,” he
told AFP. He said it would take his staff another two
weeks to sort through all the parcels and get them deliv-
ered to their recipients. Israel controls all entrances and
exits to the West Bank and can prevent goods passing
through as it sees fit. Palestinian officials say such con-
trol cripples their economy and freedom of movement.

In the sorting center, hundreds of bags were piled on

top of each other as workers picked through them in
the stifling summer heat. Ghazawi said that the parcels
and letters, mostly the former, had been sent from all
over the world. Many were goods ordered online by
Palestinians that never arrived. A note attached to a
wheelchair said it was sent from Turkey in 2015 and
meant to be delivered to the Gaza Strip.

COGAT, the Israeli defense ministry body responsi-
ble for civilian coordination in the Palestinian territories,
said the release was part of confidence building meas-
ures after the two sides agreed on a postal entry deal
“about a year ago”. It said while the deal had not yet
gone into force for future deliveries, it had “allowed a
one-time transfer of approximately ten and a half
tonnes of mail that had been held in Jordan”. Some of
the transferred goods had been broken, and Ghazawi
said that to avoid complaints they were delivering them
along with a statement saying Israeli authorities had
delivered them in this condition. — AFP 

Blocked by Israel 
for years, Palestinian...

Police probe ‘terrorist’ car 
attack at UK parliament 

LONDON: Police forensics officers work around a silver Ford Fiesta car that was driven into a barrier at the
Houses of Parliament yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: A man stands at a “uritrottoir” public urinal on Sunday on the Saint-Louis island as a “bateau
mouche” tourist barge cruises past. — AFP 

PARIS: In the heart of Paris, a radical experiment in
urine management is taking place: New eco-friendly
urinals which are prompting titters from some and furi-
ous complaints from others. In a city where men are
regularly seen urinating on the street with wanton
abandon, some have welcomed the arrival of the
“uritrottoirs” (pavement urinals) as an innovation that
might help rid the French capital of unpleasant sights
and smells.

But some residents have complained that the bright
red boxes are a blight on the picturesque streets of the
city. Others say there is something more than a little
distasteful about encouraging men to urinate right on
the street, even if it’s into a box. “It’s a little weird... but
if you need to go it’s better than going on the street,”
admitted Jonathan, a tourist from New York. “It’s a little

bit in the open, some people might be uncomfortable,”
he said as several boats packed with tourists floated
past along the Seine.

Topped with plants, these dry, organic urinals do not
use water but are filled with straw which can be easily
composted, according to Faltazi, the small French com-
pany behind them. Three of the urinals were quietly
installed around Paris under a pilot scheme in the
spring. But the more recent arrival of one of the boxes
on the exclusive Ile Saint-Louis, not far from Notre-
Dame cathedral, has met with a more robust response. 

Local resident Francoise said she was “outraged” by
its presence, describing it as “really not very attrac-
tive”. “I like it, but putting it here is a bad idea,” said
Gregory, a 43-year-old photographer who has lived on
the island for the past three years. “They should put
them right by the waterside,” he complained. But the
urinals must be reachable by vehicle so that they can
be emptied and to change the straw once every three
weeks. Paris City Hall said it had installed them “at the
request of residents”, adding the project was still in a
trial phase. “We are totally ready to discuss the loca-
tion,” said Evelyne Zarka, a senior official at the local
town hall in the fourth arrondissement, which is home
to Ile Saint-Louis. — AFP

Paris urinals 
spark sniggers 
and seething 



JAKARTA: Thousands of athletes are flying in as
Indonesia makes final preparations to host the Asian
Games-the world’s second biggest multi-sports event,
taking place against a backdrop of terrorism fears,
environmental concerns and logistical headaches.

Organisers are making reassuring noises about their
arrangements but Indonesia has never hosted a sports
event on this scale, with 16,000 competitors and offi-
cials descending on Jakarta and Palembang, a sleepy
port city on Sumatra island.

While the Olympics has a slightly higher number of
participants, the Asian Games is ahead in terms of com-
plexity: it has 40 sports, including the full Olympic pro-
gramme and some lesser-known regional favourites.

Olympic heavyweights China will expect to retain
their position at the top of the medals table, ahead of
Japan and South Korea-who will march with North
Korea at the opening ceremony, and form joint teams in
women’s basketball, canoeing and rowing.

For many of the 45 competing nations, who repre-
sent about two-thirds of humanity, the quadrennial
event is the pinnacle of the sporting calendar, offering a
chance for medals which remain elusive at Olympic lev-
el. However, Saturday’s opening ceremony comes just
three months after Indonesia suffered its deadliest ter-
ror attack in more than 10 years, when suicide bombers
killed 13 people in the nation’s second-biggest city,
Surabaya.

Indonesia’s notorious haze from forest fires is anoth-
er concern, while organisers are hoping to mitigate
Jakarta’s grinding traffic with dedicated lanes, banning
odd and even licence plate numbers on alternate days
and closing schools.

Minor hiccups abound, from misspelt signs to a
clumsy attempt to hide a foul-smelling, toxic waterway
running past the athletes’ village by covering it with a
nylon mesh.

In Palembang, fans angered by a football result
ripped up seats at an Asian Games stadium last month,
and Indonesia’s first light rapid transit railway has suf-
fered a series of malfunctions in the countdown to the
start of competition.

Indonesia agreed to step in as hosts at short notice
after Vietnam withdrew in 2014, put off by the eye-
watering projected costs.

Indonesia’s track record is not encouraging: the 2011
Southeast Asian Games in Jakarta and Palembang were
plagued by corruption and delays, while two people
died in a stadium stampede at the football final.

But this time around, chief organiser Erick Thohir,
the savvy businessman who is president of Inter Milan,
promises that Indonesia will be able to cope.

“There are no problems for the preparation so far,”
Thohir said last week. “Even if we have problems we
will solve them right there, right then.”

Among the bigger names, Tottenham Hotspur for-
ward Son Heung-min looks set to light up the football
competition for South Korea, while Chinese Olympic
champion Sun Yang will go for multiple golds in the
swimming pool.

Singapore’s Olympic butterfly champion Joseph
Schooling is also eyeing a busy programme, while
Malaysian legend Nicol David will defend her squash
title and the cream of Asia will contest a world-class
badminton competition.

The Asian martial arts of kurash, sambo and pencak

silat are also in the schedule, while paragliding, jet-ski-
ing and even the card game bridge make an appear-
ance. And in a dash of modernity, the screen-bound

pursuit of eSports will be held as a demonstration
event, prior to its introduction as a full medal sport at
the 2022 Asian Games in Hangzhou.  —AFP
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CAPE TOWN: South Africa will seek to end a bar-
ren run in the Rugby Championship that stretches
back almost a decade, but will do so amid experi-
mentation as they keep a firm eye on next year’s
World Cup in Japan.

Coach Rassie Erasmus, who is only four tests
into his tenure, has admitted he will mix and match
combinations as he aims to build a versatile and
resilient squad for next year’s Asian odyssey.
Erasmus will have at his disposal a number of stal-
wart players who have yet to feature in the
Springbok side this year due to injury, but must do
without the impact of Duane Vermeulen.

The 32-year-old was head and shoulders above
the other loose forwards in the 2-1 home series win
over England in June but has been allowed to play
club rugby in Japan instead. Tempering that loss is
the return of powerhouse hooker Malcolm Marx,
number eight Warren Whiteley and experienced
lock Eben Etzebeth, while the inclusion of 20-year-
old Damian Willemse as cover at flyhalf, centre and
fullback is an exciting development.

Erasmus suggested last week his job will be on
the line if the side do not have a satisfactory Rugby
Championship, but he must also play the role of
juggler to achieve all the team’s goals. “There are
three things, three pillars to our goal-setting,”
Erasmus told reporters. “Firstly, we need to be win-
ning, secondly we need to be transforming (the
racial demographic of the squad) and thirdly we
need to be building depth.

“Winning is the primary thing. Just like I said
before the June matches, I know I won’t still be sit-
ting here if we have a terrible Rugby Championship.
“But we also need to build towards being success-
ful. In saying that, I am not saying judge me on the
Rugby World Cup (only).”—Reuters

Boks look to build 
depth and confidence 
during championship

World’s second biggest multi-sports event

JAKARTA: North Korea’s Han Chun Yon (C) passes the ball during the women’s handball preliminary Group A
match between North Korea and South Korea at the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Son Heung-min has lit up the World Cup
and the Premier League but unnervingly it is the
Asian Games in Indonesia that could make or break
the career of the prolific South Korean forward.

Anything less than gold and Son, 26, faces a com-
pulsory stint of nearly two years’ military service-a
severe blow to the player, his national team and his
club, Tottenham Hotspur. Son bade farewell to his
Spurs team-mates after Saturday’s season-opening
win at Newcastle and flew some 7,000 miles (12,000
km) to Jakarta for Asia’s regional Olympics, under a
special deal brokered with the club. As Asia’s all-time
Premier League top-scorer, and a huge celebrity in
his home country, he will undoubtedly be the Asian
Games football tournament’s biggest star. But more
than national glory is at stake as nearly every able-
bodied South Korean male-regardless of wealth or
fame-is required to enrol by age 28 in the military, for
a minimum of 21 months.

Son is banking on the defending champions earn-
ing him a rare reprieve only permitted for elite
sportsmen such as Olympic or World Cup medallists.
At the Asian Games, only gold will be sufficient to
avoid the call-up. 

While South Korea enter the Asian Games as
favourites, the tournament features fellow 2018
World Cup contestants Japan, Saudi Arabia and Iran.
But unlike those rival nations, South Korea has used
its three wildcards-players permitted aged over 23
— to bring in its biggest stars.

Son’s club side Tottenham have shown willingness
to compromise, despite knowing the prolific forward
could miss Premier League clashes against Fulham,
Manchester United and Watford if his team reach the
final. Son, who signed a new, five-year deal with
Spurs in July, has been released in return for missing
South Korea’s first two games at January’s senior-
level Asian Cup, along with an international friendly
in November.

The Asian Games is not a FIFA tournament, so

clubs are not obliged to make players available. Son
missed the last edition, when South Korea beat
North Korea in a tense final, after Bayer Leverkusen
refused to release him. But both club and player
know Son is approaching his peak playing age, and
the toll two years away from any football could take
on his career. 

In Son’s last appearance for the Taeguk Warriors,
he scored in injury time as South Korea knocked
defending champions Germany out of the World Cup
in Russia. If they fail at the Asian Games, Son will
swap Tottenham’s state-of-the-art new White Hart
Lane stadium for life in military barracks, where up
to 30 soldiers sleep in each room.

On meagre pay of 310,000 won ($275) per month,
soldiers are assigned to a range of duties, from riding
tanks to standing patrol at the heavily fortified bor-
der with North Korea-with whom the South remains

technically at war. An infamously spartan military
diet has at least improved over the past decade, with
soldiers in the mess served rice, meat or fish and
soup, along with the national dish of kimchi. And Son
may have other elite footballers for company.

Goalkeeper Jo Hyeon-woo, who shot to promi-
nence with a string of superb saves in the win over
Germany, and Japan-based Hwang Ui-jo also face their
last chances to avoid military service. But for Son the
stakes are even higher, given his burgeoning career in
football’s richest league. And while most top South
Korean footballers can spend their service playing for
the K-League’s military side Sangju Sangmu, Son is
not eligible as he has never appeared in the domestic
league. South Korea kick off their tournament against
Bahrain on Wednesday, before further group matches
against Malaysia and Kyrgyzstan. The final will take
place on September 1. — AFP

Asian Games title 
worth weight in 
gold for Spurs’ Son

KAZAN: In this file photo taken on June 27, 2018, South Korea’s forward Son Heung-min scores during the Russia
2018 World Cup Group F football match between South Korea and Germany at the Kazan Arena in Kazan. — AFP

KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing commitment to sup-
port youth and athletes, KIB sponsored the national
equestrian athlete, Dhari Al-Humaidan. The national
champion will be participating in the endurance and
show jumping championship as part of the 2018 FEI
World Equestrian Games this season in France.

On this occasion, KIB stated: “Our sponsorship of
Al-Humaidan is a continuation of a series of support
efforts aimed at local talented youth across diverse
areas, particularly sports. With this support, we sponsor
youth in a number of championships and tournaments,
raising Kuwait’s name high both locally and internation-
ally. One of these outstanding athletes is Al-Humaidan
who has garnered a slew of regional and international
accolades and prestigious achievements over the
years.”  KIB’s leading social responsibility program
always strives to sponsor a number of various sports
events and initiatives. This comes as part of the Bank’s
strong belief in the integral role that athlete’s play, given
their sports discipline and healthy lifestyle, thereby
enabling them to take on an active role in building the

country’s future.  KIB noted Al-Humaidan’s unwavering
dedication to his training in preparation for the tourna-
ment. The Bank also praised the national athlete’s out-
standing equestrian skills and wished him more success
which can continue to raise Kuwait’s standing.

KIB sponsors
national equestrian
champion, Dhari 
Al-Humaidan

Dhari Al-Humaidan

WELLINGTON: All Blacks coach Steve Hansen will
again balance the double expectations of winning
every test match while trying to give less experi-
enced players a chance to develop as he beds down
his tactics and squad for next year’s Rugby World
Cup.

The All Blacks, who are unbeaten in the Rugby
Championship over the last two seasons, have
arguably their most settled squad after a raft of
injuries to senior players kept them out of various
series during that time.

Captain Kieran Read, lock Brodie Retallick and
hooker Dane Coles, all of whom missed the 3-0
series sweep against France in June have returned to
the squad, although Coles is unlikely to see action
until the end of the tournament.

Loose forwards Sam Cane and Liam Squire also
were off the pace in June after returning from long-
term injuries and should be back up to speed, adding
a combative streak to the All Blacks pack. Hansen
used the France series to blood several new players
and while injury and form lapses could rule a few

out, it is now highly unlikely anyone not already on
the staff’s radar will make it to Japan.

Five of those who made their test debuts in June,
loose forwards Shannon Frizell and Jackson Hemopo,
prop Karl Tu’inukuafe, flyhalf Richie Mo’unga and
centre Jack Goodhue, were retained in the Rugby
Championship squad.

Much of the focus will be on how Mo’unga per-
forms when given the opportunity after a superb
season for the Canterbury Crusaders during their
run to a ninth Super Rugby title. Some believe he
deserves the number 10 jersey ahead of incumbent
Beauden Barrett and utility Damian McKenzie, who
might also get time at flyhalf after spending most of
his career as a fullback.

Hansen, however, has typically stuck with players
who have delivered at test level, and Barrett should
start for most of the Rugby Championship, with
McKenzie coming off the bench.

The coach also has a selection conundrum for the
mix of his back three with incumbent fullback Ben
Smith likely to be moved to right wing occasionally
to give Jordie Barrett more time in his position.

The selection of Hemopo as a blindside flanker
could also provide an interesting sub-plot against
the abrasive South Africa and Argentina packs. The
rangy 24-year-old played the entire Super Rugby
season as a lock, but Hansen has said he will select
him on the side of the scrum, placing him in direct
competition with Otago Highlanders team mates
Squire and Frizell.  —Reuters

All Blacks to 
mix-n-match as 
World Cup looms
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Serena Williams breezes past 
Gavrilova, Pouille ousts Murray

CINCINNATI: Serena Williams re-established her cus-
tomary superiority, hammering Daria Gavrilova 6-1, 6-2
to reach the second round of the Cincinnati Masters on
Monday. The 23-time Grand Slam champion showed full
recovery in her first match since suffering the worst
defeat of her career two weeks ago in San Jose when
she was crushed 6-1, 6-0 in 51 minutes by British No. 1
Johanna Konta.

But the 36-year-old was all business Monday as she
cleaned up on Australian Gavrilova, with Williams win-
ning an 11th straight match here. “I’m feeling pretty
good tonight. It’s never easy, no matter what the score-
line says,” Williams said. 

“I definitely felt relaxed after the first break, but
you’ve got to keep going and try to go in for the whole
thing.” Though she has not played the tournament in
three years, Williams lifted back-to-back titles in 2014
and 2015 after losing the 2013 final to Victoria
Azarenka. Andy Murray’s injury comeback was side-
tracked as the three-time Grand Slam champion lost 6-
1, 1-6, 6-4 to Lucas Pouille. But fellow injury patient
Stan Wawrinka opened with a defeat of 12th seed
Diego Schwartzman 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

Wimbledon champion Novak Djokovic survived a
stiff test, needing nine match points to outlast Steve
Johnson of the US 6-4, 7-6 (7/4). Djokovic is coming
off a third round loss at last week’s Toronto tournament.

Murray, returning from January hip surgery, was
unable to get past the French 16th seed, hampering his
preparations for the US Open starting on August 27.
“Physically, I felt okay. It’s quick conditions here,”
Murray said. “He was a little bit sharper than me out
there.  “I maybe wasn’t reacting as quickly to some
shots I would have liked.” Murray last played 11 days
ago in a Washington third-round match which took him

three hours to win and ended at 3 a.m.
The 31-year-old two-time Wimbledon winner is

working his way back slowly and felt he could not sub-
ject his body to a quarter-final just over 12 hours later,
prompting him to withdraw from that event.  “After
Washington, I took four, five days off the tennis court. I
did a lot of training, a lot of rehab. 

“As the year goes on, I’ll be able to get a little bit
more consistency like on the practice court and on the
tennis court.” Pouille had lost his previous three match-
es to Murray, the last at Dubai in 2017.

Spanish 13th seed Pablo Carreno Busta started his
week with a 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 defeat of France’s Richard
Gasquet, while Japan’s Kei Nishikori put out Russian
Andrey Rublev, 7-5, 6-3.

Peter Gojowczyk of Germany defeated Joao Sousa
2-6, 6-4, 7-5 and will next line up against seven-time
winner Roger Federer, at second the highest seed in the
field after the withdrawal of Rafael Nadal.

SHAPOVALOV ADVANCES 
Canadian Denis Shapovalov beat US tournament

debutant Frances Tiafoe 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 7-5. Sam
Querrey beat ninth-seeded American compatriot John
Isner 6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/5). In the women’s first
round, Azarenka made her first appearance here since
2015 count as she defeated Spanish veteran Carla
Suarez Navarro 6-7 (5/7), 6-2, 6-4.

Double Grand Slam winner Svetlana Kuznetsova
continued her 2017 injury comeback, beating Swiss
Stefanie Voegele  6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (7/5). US Open finalist
Madison Keys, seeded 13th, defeated wild card
Bethanie Mattek-Sands 3-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4; France’s
Kristina Mladenovic advanced when Julia Goerges
retired hurt trailing 6-4, 3-2. — AFP

It’s never easy, no matter what the scoreline: Williams 

CINCINNATI: Roger Federer on Monday said he is
eager to make his start at the Cincinnati Masters as the
world number two begins his delayed summer hard-
court season. With the US Open a fortnight away, the
37-year-old Swiss is keen to test his form prior to the
August 27 kick-off of the last Grand Slam of the season.

The 20-time major winner skipped Toronto last
week to pace himself with the tournament at Flushing
Meadows followed by the Laver Cup in Chicago in mid-
September. “I’ve trained hard, I’m anxious. I chose to
skip Toronto for the health of my body,” the seven-time
Cincinnati champion said. “I don’t want to be hurt, there
is too much to play.”

But the Swiss admitted that sitting out competition
is difficult. “Watching from afar is tough,” said Federer,
who will start against Peter Gojowczyk after the
German beat Portugal’s Joao Sousa 2-6, 6-4, 7-5.

“But that’s part of growing older, you’ve got to take
care of the body.  “It’s nice to be back and I hope to
have a good tournament.” Federer last played a match
on hardcourt 141 days ago, when he lost in the Miami
second round to Thanasi Kokkinakis before skipping
the clay season and returning on grass.

He said that while he would prefer not to take weeks
away, it has now become a necessity in prolonging his
fabled career. “You’ve got to keep it all in perspective,
it’s easier now for me to take time away. I wish I could
play everything but it’s not possible.

“I’m more relaxed about my schedule now. I have
more time for the family, which is important for me,” the
father of two sets of twins said. “The hectic part of my
life has passed. Even when I have to take time away, I
still get something out of it.”

Federer did express regret that Rafael Nadal, the
Toronto champion, had to withdraw from Cincinnati in
order to ease the strain on his body after a solid, if
demanding, week of success. “It’s a pity Rafa is not
playing, but it’s still an amazing draw.” — AFP

Federer ‘anxious’ 
ahead of return 
in Cincinnati

MASON: Serena Williams of the United States returns a shot against Daria Gavrilova of Australia during Day 3 of
the Western and Southern Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center on Monday in Mason, Ohio.—AFP

PITTSBURGH: Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron
Rodgers expects to make his preseason debut
Thursday night at home against the Pittsburgh
Steelers. “I’d like to (play) in front of our fans,”
Rodgers told reporters Monday. “It’d be nice to get
out there, back on Lambeau. When I came back from
my injury (last year), I was on the road, so I haven’t
played at home for a long time.” Rodgers’ last game at
Lambeau Field was in Week 4 of 2017, two weeks
before he broke his collarbone. He returned in Week
15 but went back on injured reserve after the Packers
lost at Carolina, eliminating their chances of reaching
the postseason.

The Packers’ final two preseason games will be at
Oakland and at Kansas City. Thursday also could mark
the preseason debut of left tackle David Bakhtiari,
who is recovering from an ankle injury sustained Aug.
5 in the team’s annual scrimmage. Bakhtiari returned
to taking snaps in team drills at Monday’s practice,
giving him a chance of being ready Thursday.

The Packers surely would prefer to have Bakhtiari,
who has been named second-team All-Pro in back-to-
back seasons, protecting Rodgers’ blind side. “I think
he knows I’m playing so he wants to be out there with
me,” Rodgers said with a joking smile.

“He’s a rock over there,” Rodgers continued. “We
don’t worry about (him). Dave’s over there, he can
handle it. We can win that matchup consistently, and
that’s who he is now. I’m glad we paid him because
he’s worth it to the team and definitely to me.”

Bakhtiari, who turns 27 in September, has started
74 of a possible 80 games (all at left tackle) since he
was drafted in the fourth round in 2013 out of
Colorado. He missed four games last season with a
hamstring injury. Rodgers, 34, has played in just seven
preseason games over the past four years, including
just one in 2016. He had played in all 16 games for
three consecutive years before the collarbone injury

derailed his 2017 campaign. Rodgers also spoke
Monday about the criticism he had for some of the
Packers’ younger receivers last week, saying the
words were the product of his desire to win. “The
things I’m saying, I don’t have any vendetta against
one player,” Rodgers said. He added, “I’m going to say
and do the things I feel that can advance us. It’s going
to be tough at some points. It’s not a popularity con-
test all the time. Obviously, as a human you like being
liked and appreciated, but I’m trying to win games.
Because that’s my job.” Youngsters Marquez Valdes-
Scantl ing (f ive catches, 101 yards, one TD),
Equanimeous St. Brown (four catches, 61 yards) and
Jake Kumerow (three catches, 76 yards, one TD) all
impressed in the Packers’ preseason opener, two days
after Rodgers described the effort level of several
young receivers-excluding Kumerow-as “piss poor.”

But Rodgers dismissed the idea that his words
helped spur the strong performances. “I don’t think
that’s a response to anything I’ve said,” Rodgers said.
“Now maybe it is for a couple of them, but it shouldn’t
be. You get to this league and to stick around, you
have to be self-motivated. So as a leader you’re trying
to inspire, but the motivation to change and to
improve has got to come from within.”— Reuters

Packers’ Rodgers 
expects to play,
LT Bakhtiari 
eyes return

LONDON: Tyson Fury has taunted Deontay Wilder as
the controversial British fighter sets his sights on a
clash with his heavyweight rival. Fury’s comeback con-
tinues with a showdown against Francesco Pianeta in
Belfast on Saturday.

But Wilder, who will be ringside in his role as a tele-
vision analyst, is the real target for Fury. Negotiations
for the two to clash in December are progressing and
should Fury beat Pianeta, one of the division’s super-
fights will move a step closer.

“If I come through this then Wilder has the chance
to fight me for the lineal championship. Let’s face it, he’s
not really fought anybody and he’s had 40 fights,” Fury

told a press conference yesterday.
Fury made his comeback in June after two-and-a-

half years out of the ring by overwhelming Sefer Seferi
inside four rounds having shed in the region of 10 stone
(63.5kg) in order to resume fighting. “The old Tyson
Fury is gone, never to be seen again in history. The new
Tyson Fury is here now. All I can promise is to put on a
good fight,” Fury added.

“I do want to win a world title again so I have to
raise my game after three years out of the game nearly
and ballooning up to 28 stone.” Pianeta has won all but
five of his 40 fights and Fury insists he isn’t taking him
for granted. “I study my heavyweights and I know he’s
fought some good men. He’s a big strong fella and he
knows that if he wins he will fight Wilder instead of
me,” Fury said. “He’s southpaw which is a lot more awk-
ward because there aren’t many of them in the division,
so it’s hard to get sparring. But every southpaw I’ve
ever fought I’ve knocked out.

“What you’re likely to see from me on Saturday is a
heavyweight Sugar Ray Leonard. Anything less is a
failure.” — AFP

Fury taunts Wilder 
as British fighter 
targets super-bout

Tyson Fury

SYDNEY: Banned Australian batsmen Steve Smith and
David Warner are expected to return to Sydney first-
grade cricket for their respective clubs’ opening fixtures
on Sept. 22. Smith plays for Sutherland, who host Mosman
in their first Premier Cricket fixture, while Warner repre-
sents Randwick-Petersham, who will face St. George,
according to a report on Cricket Australia’s website
(www.cricket.com.au).

An enticing showdown between former Australia cap-
tain Smith and vice-captain Warner could take place on
Nov. 10, when Sutherland and Randwick-Petersham face
off in a one-day match at an undecided venue.

The duo, along with opener Cameron Bancroft, were
handed lengthy bans by Cricket Australia (CA) following a
ball-tampering scandal during the South Africa test series
in March. Following the ban, the trio have played in various
domestic competitions, with Smith scoring 41 on his debut
for the Barbados Tridents in the Twenty20 Caribbean
Premier League (CPL) competition last Sunday.The 29-
year-old also regained the world number one test batting
ranking earlier this week despite being out of action for
Australia since March. —Reuters

Australia’s Smith, 
Warner set to make 
Sydney club return 

LONDON: His two world championships now a distant
memory, Fernando Alonso has finally had enough of life in
the slow lane with McLaren. The Spaniard is revered as a
master of his metier, but his reservoir of patience with an
underperforming car has finally hit empty.

The only surprise about yesterday’s announcement that
he was moving on to Indycar from 2019 was that it had not
come sooner. Since his return to ailing McLaren he has
displayed great stoicism and humour as the famous British
team struggles to produce a car to match the might of
Mercedes, Ferrari or Red Bull.

The 37-year-old, the first Spanish driver to be crowned
world champion, has long nurtured a dream to emulate the
late Graham Hill and land motorsport’s coveted Triple
Crown. And his move to IndyCar in 2019 may well see him
realise the ambition. He has two legs in the bag, the
Monaco Grand Prix and this year’s 24 Hours of Le Mans.
That leaves the fabled Indy500 — he led the field on his
debut in 2017 before his engine blew.

Born in Oviedo, in the Asturias province of northern
Spain, Fernando Alonso Diaz inherited his passion for driv-

ing fast cars from his father. Jose Luis was an amateur kart
racer and presented his son with a replica pedal F1 car.

His parents said Alonso showed a competitive spirit at a
young age and, like F1 legend Michael Schumacher before
him, Alonso embarked on a karting career. He won three
Spanish karting titles before winning the world juniors in
1996. He eventually graduated to Formula 3000 where he
attracted the attention of the Formula One talent-spotters.
Flavio Briatore, the flamboyant Italian playboy became
Alonso’s personal manager and guided his career, eventu-
ally bringing him to Renault where he claimed the world
title for the first time in 2005, at 24 the then-youngest ever
champion. He defended his title the following season, call-
ing on a combination of natural speed and competitive
instincts, allied with supreme race-craft and an iron will to
win, that invited comparisons with Schumacher.

In 2007 he switched to McLaren, but it proved a frac-
tious time alongside a rookie named Lewis Hamilton. He
jumped stables back to Renault for 2008 and 2009, before
Ferrari came calling where he followed in the footsteps of
late aristocratic compatriot Alfonso de Portago, who raced
for them in the 1950s.

He finished second in the world championship three
times for the Italian marque, before rejoining McLaren in
2015. Whilst leaving the door open for a possible return to
F1, Alonso gave every indication in an emotion-charged
message on Instagram, that he was bidding F1 goodbye for
good. Written as if to a lover he said: “You were not
expecting me and I was not sure if I want to know you.
“When I barely knew how to walk, I ran straight towards
the noise, the circuits, without knowing anything about

you. “We had very good times, some unforgettable, others
really bad. We have played together against incredible
rivals. You played with me and I learned how to play with
you too. “I have seen you changing, sometimes for good
and sometimes for - in my opinion - bad. “I know you love
me but be sure, I love you too.”

The winner of 32 Grands Prix typically has promised to
see out the 2018 season with “more commitment and pas-
sion than ever”. F1’s loss is Indy’s gain. —AFP

Alonso: F1 master 
moves on, his 
legacy assured

Fernando Alonso
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TALLINN: With both Cristiano Ronaldo and Zinedine
Zidane gone and Julen Lopetegui in, a new era at Real
Madrid officially begins when they face city rivals
Atletico Madrid in the UEFA Super Cup in Tallinn
today evening. Lopetegui will be eager to seize the
chance to get his hands on a first piece of silverware
since replacing Zidane, who quit the Spanish giants
days after leading them to a third successive
Champions League crown against Liverpool in May.

Real’s announcement that Lopetegui would take
over led to him being sensationally sacked by Spain on
the eve of the World Cup in Russia. La Roja went on to
lose on penalties to the hosts in the last 16 with
Fernando Hierro in charge, and the 51-year-old
Lopetegui has now turned the page to a new chapter
in his career.

It has been a turbulent summer at times for Real,
with Ronaldo having been sold and no marquee sign-
ing brought in to replace him. Pre-season results have
been largely positive, but Lopetegui could hardly have
been handed a tougher start in his first competitive
outing.

If Real are to win a third consecutive Super Cup,
and a record-equalling fifth overall, they must get the
better of an Atletico side who have proven a match for
their neighbours in the years since Diego Simeone
became coach. Atletico have themselves won twice
before in this annual meeting of the European champi-
ons and Europa League winners, and they come here
to the Estonian capital fresh from beating Marseille 3-
0 in the Europa League final in May.

“My first official game is a final. A match that Real
Madrid have earned the right to play in once again,”
Lopetegui told his new club’s official website. Of
Atletico, he added: “They’re a team we know well and

it’ll be a local derby. It’s all set up to be a great match
and a great final.”

LIFE WITHOUT RONALDO 
Lopetegui knows the compact, 15,000-capacity

Lillekula Stadium well, having coached Spain to victo-
ry here in the under-19 European Championship in
2012. He returns in charge of a team that must demon-
strate it can cope going forward without Ronaldo, sold
to Juventus after nine prolific years. Today’s game
could come too soon for Luka Modric, with the
Croatian playmaker only just back from a post-World
Cup holiday. Meanwhile, new signings Thibaut
Courtois and Alvaro Odriozola have travelled.

Belgium goalkeeper Courtois, who joined from
Chelsea last week for a reported fee of 35 million
euros ($40.6 million), will hope to play against the club
he represented during a three-year loan spell. Spain
right-back Odriozola, recruited from Real Sociedad, is
set to miss the game due to injury.

“Pre-season has gone well, it has been positive. The
players are starting to take on board our concepts,
even if little adjustments still need to be made,”
Lopetegui said after Saturday’s 3-1 friendly win over
AC Milan. It has been a rather more serene couple of
months for Atletico, especially with star striker Antoine
Griezmann opting to reject a move to Barcelona and
stay at the club.

Griezmann and defender Lucas Hernandez are only
just back after helping France to World Cup glory,
while new signings include their compatriot Thomas
Lemar, Croatian striker Nikola Kalinic and Portuguese
star Gelson Martins.

Simeone is aiming for his seventh trophy as Atletico
coach, although he will have to watch the game from

the stands as he serves a touchline ban. “We need to
improve on what we did last season. Expectations are
high,” said Simeone, who is hoping to lay down a
marker for a campaign that will culminate with the

Champions League final being played in their own sta-
dium. “We have work to do, because after a year and a
half without signing anybody, five or six new players
have arrived.” — AFP

Lopetegui era begins in earnest as 
Madrid rivals clash in Super Cup

‘It has been a turbulent summer at times for Real’

Briefs

Liverpool refer Salah to police 

LONDON: Liverpool have referred forward
Mohamed Salah to the Merseyside Police over a
video which appears to show the Egyptian using his
mobile phone while driving. No specific details have
been released about when or where the video was
taken, or by whom. “The club, after discussion with
the player, have made Merseyside Police aware of
the footage and the circumstances surrounding it’s
capture,” an LFC spokesman told British media. “We
have spoken to the player also and will deal with any
follow-up internally. “Neither the club or player will
be making any further comment on this matter.”
Merseyside Police confirmed they were aware of the
footage. “We have been made aware of a video
believed to show a footballer using a mobile phone
whilst driving,” the Merseyside Police Contact
Centre said on their official Twitter account. “This
has been passed to the relevant department.”

Kimpembe extends PSG deal 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain defender Presnel
Kimpembe, a member of France’s World Cup-win-
ning squad, signed a two-year contract extension
on Monday keeping him at the club until 2023. “I’m
incredibly fortunate to be able to wear my club’s
shirt and this contract extension is proof of my
attachment and my recognition towards Paris
Saint-Germain,” Kimpembe said in a club state-
ment. The homegrown 23-year-old centre-back has
made 76 appearances for PSG, where he faces
competition from Brazilian duo Thiago Silva and
Marquinhos for a place in the team. He has yet to
play following an extended break after the World
Cup but was joined by France team-mates Kylian
Mbappe and Alphonse Areola at the Parc des
Princes on Sunday as they paraded the trophy to
fans ahead of a 3-0 win over Caen.

Ings to make return to Saints

LONDON: Southampton striker Danny Ings is hap-
py with the last-minute move to his boyhood club
and is eager to prove himself following testing times
at Premier League rivals Liverpool. The 26-year-old,
who trained at Saints’ former centre of excellence at
Wellington Sports Ground as a schoolboy, returned
to Southampton on a season-long loan on deadline
day, having failed to make an impact in three years
at Liverpool. “It does (feel special) and now I’ve just
got to prove my worth,” Ings told the Daily Echo.
“It’s not just about being a local boy here, I’m here
to improve and do as well as I can for the fans and
for the team. “Considering all the stuff I went
through I’ve never lost belief, it was just about get-
ting fit. Last season I was fit all year. The opportuni-
ties were hard to come by with the strikers at
Liverpool but that’s football. “I’m just glad I can
come here and prove myself now.”

TALLINN: Atletico Madrid’s French forward Antoine Griezmann takes part in a training session at Lillekula stadium
in Tallinn yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA Super Cup football match Atletico de Madrid vs Real Madrid CF. — AFP

BARCELONA: Spain’s top flight soccer division La
Liga announced yesterday a landmark deal with
Facebook which will allow viewers in the Indian sub-
continent to watch every game over the next three
seasons for free on the social network.

A statement from La Liga said all 380 league match-
es for the new season, which begins on Friday, would be
available to viewers in India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. “We
are really happy to be on a free to air service in such an
important territory as the Indian sub-continent,”
Alfredo Bermejo, La Liga’s head of digital strategy, told
Reuters ahead of the announcement.

“One of our goals for the last two years has been to
offer content to the widest audience possible, so part-
nering with free platforms like Facebook, which has
270 million users in India, is key to us.” Facebook and
La Liga declined to give financial details of the deal
which sees the social network giant unseat Sony
Pictures Network as the rights holder in the region.

Sony paid a reported $32 million for the right to
broadcast La Liga between 2014 and 2018. Facebook
began venturing into sports streaming in 2017 by
broadcasting weekly Major League Baseball games
and earlier this month agreed a deal with broadcaster
Eleven Sports to show one La Liga and one Serie A
game per week on its platform.

The deal with La Liga is the latest statement of the
growing interest of tech groups in showing sports in
order to keep young viewers on their platforms. Earlier
this year Amazon won rights to show 20 English
Premier League matches a season from 2019 in Britain.
Peter Hutton, Facebook’s Director of Global Live
Sports, however, described the deal with La Liga as an
experiment, saying that while the company has other
agreements in the works, he ruled out an immediate
land grab of rights deals in sport.

“Were looking at a few other deals that are quite
close to completion but this is not about going out and
buying a huge amount of content worldwide,” he told
Reuters. “We’re looking at specific rights in specific
markets and to try to learn from data from those expe-
riences and work out what the next step is. If you rush
into too many deals at once, you can’t do it properly.”

Facebook’s monitoring system will prevent against
leakage, ensuring only viewers inside the Indian sub-
continent will be able to watch the games on its plat-
form. The games will initially be shown without any
adverts, although Hutton said Facebook is doing trials
in advertising on live content in the United States
which may be replicated on its La Liga coverage at a
later date. “This is one deal, it’s not something that is a
big threat to the broadcast world,” added Hutton, a
former CEO of Eurosport who was hired by Facebook
in May to oversee its live sports operation. “We have
rights to work with broadcasters and we may bring in
partners to make sure the experience is right. What’s
clear about this is that 380 games will be available on
Facebook, then we’ll keep our options open as to how
we spread that content out so people can see it in as
many ways as possible.” 

The deal with Facebook is the latest and most
significant step in La Liga’s expansion strategy in
India, which began with the opening of an office in
New Delhi in September 2016. Facebook has 348
million users in the Indian sub-continent, while fig-
ures provided by La Liga show a rise of 2.2 million
users in the league’s social network platforms in the
last year. “We have grown our presence in India a
lot and we have pretty strong numbers in this terri-
tory,” added Jose Antonio Cachaza, La Liga’s coun-
try manager for India. — Reuters

Liga announces
landmark free-to-air
deal with Facebook
in India
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UEFA Super Cup 2018
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LAUSANNE: FIFA yesterday threatened to suspend
the Nigeria and Ghana football federations over gov-
ernment interference. Nigeria will face the wrath of
world football’s governing body unless “the Nigeria
Football Federation (NFF) offices are not handed
back to the legitimate NFF executive committee
under President Amaju Melvin Pinnick”, a FIFA state-
ment warned.

Nigeria put itself on a collision course with FIFA in
July when the government’s sports ministry directed the
NFF to comply with a court order to overturn Pinnick’s

election and recognise Chris Giwa as its head.
The long-running dispute over who is in charge of

the NFF dates back to 2014. Giwa first claimed to have
won election to the top job. However, FIFA did not
endorse the vote and threatened suspension unless it
was re-run. Pinnick won the re-run, although the vote
was also deemed to have been flawed. Giwa then
launched court action over the result. FIFA said the ban
would only be lifted once Pinnick has confirmed the
NFF is back under his effective control.

Ghana’s problems stem from a corruption scandal
engulfing suspended GFA federation boss Kwesi
Nyantaki. FIFA are on the warpath after the country’s
Attorney General ordered the GFA to be dissolved.

“If the petition to start the liquidation process of the
GFA is not withdrawn” by August 27 the association
“will be suspended with immediate effect”, FIFA said.
FIFA statutes dictate that member states should “man-
age their affairs independently with no influence from
third parties”. — AFP

FIFA threatens 
to suspend 
Nigeria, Ghana

COLOMBO: Spinner Lakshan Sandakan starred in Sri
Lanka’s hard fought three-wicket win over South Africa
in the only Twenty20 international after bowling out the
visitors for their lowest total in the game’s shortest for-
mat. Electing to bat in the only T20 match of the tour,
South Africa were bowled out for 98, a total the hosts
surpassed with four overs to spare. The Proteas, who
lost the two-Test series 2-0 and then came back to
clinch the one-day internationals 3-2, were two runs
less than their previous low score of 100 against
Pakistan in 2013.

Dinesh Chandimal, who returned from his ban for
breaching the spirit of the game, remained unbeaten on
36 to guide the team home in a tricky chase. But it was
Sandakan’s bowling figures of 3-19 with his left-arm
wrist spin that set up the win. He was ably supported
by fellow spinners Dhananjaya de Silva and Akila
Dananjaya who took two wickets each.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Quinton de Kock top-scored
with 20 before being run out but the rest of the South
African batting fell flat in 16.4 overs. Sri Lankan bats-
men also made heavy weather of their 99-run target as
the South African bowlers led by paceman Kagiso
Rabada made the hosts work hard for their win.

Rabada, fellow paceman Junior Dala and spinner
Tabraiz Shamsi took two wickets each. From a comfort-
able 59-2 the hosts slipped to 88-7, but Chandimal
kept his calm during his 33-ball stay that laced with 3
fours and 1 six.

Chandimal, 28, was banned for two Tests and four
ODIs after refusing to take the field against West Indies

following ball-tampering allegations in June. Sri Lanka
now host England for a full series in October-November
while South Africa travel to Australia for three ODI
matches and one T20 during the same period. — AFP

Sri Lanka edge 
out S Africa by 
3 wickets in T20

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s captain Angelo Mathews
reacts as he holds the trophy after the Sri Lankan’s
cricket team victory during the international
Twenty20 cricket match between Sri Lanka and
South Africa at the R.Peremadasa Stadium in
Colombo yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Tottenham have apologised to their sup-
porters after the “unavoidable” delay to the opening of
their new White Hart Lane stadium. The Premier League
club have been forced to postpone the scheduled open-
ing of the rebuilt area next month due to safety issues.

Tottenham spent last season playing their home
matches at Wembley while White Hart Lane was com-
pletely knocked down, with the new arena rising in its
place. But the north London club were unable to com-
plete the building work in time for the start of this sea-
son, meaning their home opener against Fulham on
Saturday will also be staged at Wembley.

On Monday, Tottenham revealed problems with
“critical safety systems” meant the new stadium would
not be able to host Liverpool on September 15, Cardiff
on October 6 or the NFL clash between the Seattle
Seahawks and the Oakland Raiders eight days later.
They have now released details of refunds and ticket-
ing for fans in a further statement yesterday, which
included an apology. “Delays are common, certainly for
builds of this size and complexity, however we are
hugely frustrated that this has occurred with these
systems at such a late stage,” Spurs said in a state-
ment. “Whilst we would have been able to mitigate
other areas, we simply cannot compromise safety. This
decision was unavoidable.

“We should like to apologise to supporters for this
delay. We are acutely aware of the disappointment this
may cause supporters and shall now look to ensure that
we minimise any inconvenience.”—AFP

Spurs sorry over
new stadium delay
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Braves’ Acuna makes homer history

ATLANTA: Atlanta Braves rookie left fielder Ronald Acuna
Jr. joined some elite company Monday when he homered to
lead off both games of a doubleheader sweep against the
visiting Miami Marlins. Acuna homered to start the first
game, a 9-1 Atlanta win, and duplicated the feat in the sec-
ond game, which Atlanta won 6-1 at SunTrust Park. Acuna
became the fourth player to homer as the leadoff hitter in
both ends of doubleheader, joining Harry Hooper of the
Boston Red Sox in 1913, Ricky Henderson of the Oakland
A’s in 1993 and Brady Anderson of the Baltimore Orioles in
1999. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, Acuna, 20
years, 238 days old, also became the youngest player ever
to homer in four consecutive games. The old mark was set
by Florida Marlins’ Miguel Cabrera in 2004 when he was
20 years, 362 days old. Acuna was 3-for-5 with two runs,
his 17th home run and two RBIs in the nightcap after going
2-for-3 with three RBIs in the first game.

A’S 7, MARINERS 6
Sean Manaea pitched 7 2/3 strong innings, and

Oakland held off a late rally to defeat visiting Seattle. Matt
Chapman and Jed Lowrie, the Nos. 2-3 hitters in the A’s
lineup, each went 3-for-5. Chapman hit three doubles and

drove in two runs, and Lowrie had two doubles and four
RBIs as Oakland extended its lead over the Mariners to 2
1/ 2 games for the AL’s second and final wild-card playoff
berth. Manaea (11-8) allowed two runs on five hits to beat
Seattle for the second time in three tries this season.

CARDINALS 7, NATIONALS 6
Paul DeJong hit a walk-off homer leading off the bot-

tom of the ninth inning as St. Louis defeated visiting
Washington. The Nationals’ bullpen struggled once again,
giving up five runs, all of which came on homers in the final
two innings. Koda Glover (0-1) allowed the DeJong solo
blast, which came on a 3-1 pitch. It was the second straight
night Washington’s bullpen gave up a walk-off homer. The
Cardinals turned a 4-2 deficit into a 6-4 lead in the eighth
on a solo homer by Jedd Gyorko and a three-run shot from
Matt Carpenter. The Nationals tied it in the top of the
ninth on RBI hits from Daniel Murphy and Matt Wieters.

GIANTS 5, DODGERS 2
Pinch hitter Nick Hundley delivered a go-ahead, two-

run single in the ninth inning as San Francisco pulled out a
victory at Los Angeles. The Giants scored four runs with

two outs in the ninth inning, all off left-handed reliever
Scott Alexander (2-1). Ray Black (2-1) tossed a scoreless
inning for the victory, while Will Smith pitched the ninth
inning for his ninth save. Dodgers starter Clayton Kershaw
struck out nine in eight innings of one-run ball, and Giants
starter Madison Bumgarner gave up two runs in six innings.

ANGELS 6, PADRES 3 (10 INNINGS)
Justin Upton capped a four-run 10th inning with a two-

run homer as Los Angeles scored a victory at San Diego in
the opener of a three-game interleague series. Jose Briceno
opened the top of the 10th with a double but was thrown
out at third trying to advance on a bunt by Eric Young Jr.
After Young stole second, Padres reliever Craig Stammen
(5-2) walked pinch hitter Shohei Ohtani. Kole Calhoun fol-
lowed with a deep fly to right-center that fell between
closing outfielders Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe and
bounced over the wall for a ground-run double, scoring
Young. David Fletcher squeezed home Ohtani for the sec-
ond run before Upton’s 396-foot homer to left-center.

METS 8, YANKEES 5
Jacob deGrom struck out 12 in 6 2/3 innings, and the

New York Mets slugged two of their season-high five
homers off a slumping Luis Severino in a victory over the
host New York Yankees. DeGrom (7-7) allowed three runs
(two earned) on five hits, but unlike most of his starts,
those runs did not cost him a win. He won his second
straight start after going 0-5 with a 2.47 ERA in his previ-
ous seven. The ace right-hander recorded his second
straight double-digit strikeout game, seventh this season
and 28th career. DeGrom allowed three runs or fewer for
the 21st straight time, the second-longest single-season
streak in team history. He is three behind Dwight Gooden,
who set the mark in 1985 when he went 24-4.

INDIANS 10, REDS 3
Yandy Diaz’s pinch-hit double sparked a seven-run sixth

inning as Cleveland knocked off host Cincinnati in the open-
er of a three-game series. Diaz’s one-out drive to left-center
off Homer Bailey gave the Indians a 3-2 lead. Greg Allen,
who reached on a single and stole second base, scored on
Diaz’s double for the go-ahead run. Indians starter Mike
Clevinger (8-7) snapped a four-game losing streak. The
right-hander yielded two runs on five hits and a career-high
six walks while striking out four over five innings.—Reuters

Athletics hang on for 7-6 win over Mariners

BRISTOL: England cricketer Ben Stokes was
found not guilty of affray in a unanimous deci-
sion by a jury in less than three hours of delib-
erations on Tuesday following a trial at Bristol
Crown Court.

The 27-year-old-whose co-defendant
Ryan Ali was also found unanimously not
guilty-had been charged following a brawl
hours after England played the West Indies in
a one-day international in Bristol, southwest
England, in September last year.

His wife, Clare, cried when the not guilty
verdicts were returned while Stokes closed his
eyes with relief and then looked up. Stokes
shook hands with Ali on leaving the dock at
the end of the trial that lasted seven days.

Whilst Stokes-whose travails are not
over as he faces a disciplinary hearing by
the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
— stayed inside a smiling Ali restricted him-
self to telling the BBC he was “relieved it
was all over”.

At the start of the trial the prosecution
tried to amend the indictment and charge
Stokes with two counts of assault occasioning
actual bodily harm but this was rejected by
the judge. And half way through the trial
Stokes’s legal team attempted to have the case
against him dropped but this was also refused
by the judge.

The jury had also been warned twice by
Peter Blair about press coverage and social
media on the latter occasion instructing them
to avoid looking at commentary of the case
after Stokes’s lawyer raised the issue.

One Twitter user created a poll asking
whether Stokes should play cricket for
England again if he was convicted but
escaped a prison sentence. New Zealand-
born Stokes said in his testimony last Friday
he had a “significant memory blackout” but he
was “absolutely not” an angry man who had
lost all control.

Stokes-who was with England team-mate
Alex Hales-said he intervened because 28-
year-old Ali and his friend Ryan Hale-who had
been acquitted earlier in the trial-had directed
alleged homophobic abuse at gay men William
O’Connor and Kai Barry as they walked away
from Mbargo nightclub.

Hales, who was interviewed under caution
but never arrested in relation to the incident,
was seen on the CCTV stamping and kicking
Ali in the head as he lay on the floor. Neither
O’Connor nor Barry gave evidence but the
judge said imaginations should not run riot as
to why that had been the case. 

“It is for the prosecution & defence as to
what evidence is presented to the jury,” said
Blair. “There is no place for guessing or spec-
ulating.” Stokes went out celebrating after
beating the West Indies in a match in Bristol
on September 24.

Stokes said he would have had a bottle of
beer after the match, two or three pints at the
hotel, five or six vodka and lemonades and
then “potentially had some Jagerbombs” in
Mbargo. Ali, who is an emergency services
worker, had drunk six or seven Jack Daniels
and Cokes during his night out with former
soldier Hale.

Ali who was knocked unconscious and suf-
fered a fractured eye socket said in his evi-
dence he remained in the care of a surgeon
and still suffered from double vision. He said
his memory of the night was “incomplete” due
to his head injury.

Ali recalled walking along the street with

Hale, Barry and O’Connor, “having a laugh and
some banter and the next thing I remember is
having a tall blond man charging towards me”. 

“I just didn’t want any trouble so I was
backing away, trying to retreat.” Stokes’s
career has been on hold during the trial-
meaning he missed England’s second Test vic-

tory over India at Lord’s-and he was omitted
from the squad for the third Test which gets
underway next Saturday. 

A brief statement issued by the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said they
would review Stokes’s position following the
conclusion of the trial.  — AFP

Stokes acquitted
of affray

ATLANTA:  Ronald Acuna Jr. #13 of the Atlanta Braves hits a solo homer to lead off game two of a doubleheader against the Miami Marlins at SunTrust Park on Monday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

BRISTOL: England cricketer Ben Stokes (C), stands with his wife Clare (2L), after leav-
ing from Bristol Crown Court in Bristol, south-west England yesterday, after he was
found to be not guilty of affray. — AFP
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