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Mourners gather to pay respects 
to late Sheikha Fareeha Al-Sabah

Police probe ‘terrorist’ car 
attack at UK parliament 242

Indian expatriates rush to remit
money as rupee hits record low

Erdogan says Turkey will boycott US electronics as lira steadies

News in brief

World Cup worker dies 

DOHA: A 23-year-old Nepalese World Cup laborer
in Qatar died yesterday while working on one of the
venues for the 2022 tournament, officials in Doha
announced in a statement. An investigation has been
launched after the man was killed “while working at
the Al Wakrah Stadium project site”, Qatar’s World
Cup organizing body, the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy said. “His next of kin has been
informed and the relevant Qatari and Nepali author-
ities have been notified,” said the committee in a
statement. —AFP 

Riyadh frees Iran fishermen 

LONDON: Saudi Arabia has freed three Iranian
fishermen detained by the kingdom’s coastguard last
year, Iran’s state news agency IRNA quoted an
Iranian official as saying yesterday, following negoti-
ations between the two regional rivals. Ardeshir
Yarahmadi, the head of the fisheries department of
Iran’s Bushehr province, said the three fishermen
were arrested in June 2017 after their boat drifted
into the Saudi waters. They had been freed this week
after “negotiations between foreign ministry officials
of both countries”, Yarahmadi said. — Reuters

Vienna ‘most livable city’ 

LONDON: Austria’s capital Vienna has beaten
Melbourne to be ranked the “world’s most livable
city” in a new annual survey released Monday, end-
ing the southern Australian city’s seven-year reign.
Vienna scored a “near-ideal” 99.1, beating
Melbourne into second place on 98.4. Japan’s Osaka
took third place, Calgary fourth and Sydney fifth. At
the other end of the spectrum, the five worst cities to
live in were Damascus at the bottom of the table fol-
lowed by Dhaka, Lagos, Karachi and Port Moresby
in Papua New Guinea. — AFP 

Free La Liga broadcasts 

MADRID: Lionel Messi, Gareth Bale and a host of
La Liga stars will be beamed for free to viewers in
the Indian subcontinent as part of a landmark deal
with Facebook to broadcast live matches, the Spanish
top flight division said yesterday. All 380 football
matches of the new 2018-2019 La Liga season, which
begins Friday, will be available to watch on the social
media network in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, La
Liga said in a statement. — AFP (See Page 27)

ISTANBUL: Tourists from the Gulf queue outside a Louis Vuitton store on Monday. The collapse of the
Turkish lira has been an unexpected windfall for foreign tourists visiting the country at the peak of the
summer season. — AFP (See Page 11)

By Sajeev K Peter and Agencies 

KUWAIT/ISTANBUL: Large crowds of expats were
seen at many money exchange companies in Kuwait
yesterday as the Indian rupee continued its free-fall
against major currencies across the world. One Kuwaiti
dinar traded at 230.60 Indian rupees yesterday as the
rupee touched an all-time low of 70 against the dollar,
following a broader weakness in other emerging market
currencies prompted by a currency crisis in Turkey.

“It is a good time for Indians to send money home,”
said E D Titus of Aman Exchange, who attributed the
weaknesses of the Indian currency primarily to the
plunge in the crisis-hit lira. “The emerging markets are
largely concerned about a possible spillover from lira’s
weakness,” he said. The rupee was trading around 64
against the dollar and around 217 against the dinar in
Aug-Sept 2017. The currency has lost more than 5 per-
cent of its value over a period of one year.

The rupee continued to trade at record lows yester-
day at local currency exchange houses, prompting both
wealthy non-resident Indians (NRIs) and people from
lower income segments to transfer money to India.
“There is a substantial rise in high value remittances to
India in the last three days, an indication that expats
with high income are taking advantage of the weakness
in the rupee,” said Muhammad Aziz, an executive at a
local exchange company.

Many market specialists are of the opinion that a
sudden plunge in the value of the rupee usually does
not help expats in the low-income categories much. “It
appears that expats from all walks of life are taking

advantage of the record weakness of the rupee. There
is not only an increase in the volume of remittances, but
the number of transactions as well,” added Aziz.

“However, we are expecting that the rupee will
recover, albeit marginally, when the Indian market
reopens after the Independence Day holiday,” Titus
said. According to reports, the Reserve Bank of India is
planning to intervene in the forex market to stem the
free-fall of the rupee. “For people like us, it is a blessing
in disguise,” said Sheila, a housemaid as she came out
of an exchange house in Salhiya after transferring a
small sum to her hometown of Panaji.

South Africa, Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Russia
have all seen their currencies slip over the past week
because, like Turkey, they remain heavily dependent on
foreign capital, especially the dollar. The rupee has
been on a downward spiral throughout 2018 after start-
ing the year at 63.67. India is a massive net importer of
oil, securing more than two-thirds of its needs from
abroad. Brent Crude was up 20 cents at $72.81 per bar-
rel yesterday, well above prices of around $50 at the
same time last year.

Analysts say the high crude costs are squeezing the
Indian currency, making it less appealing to traders.
“Investors are concerned that the rupee has crossed
the 70 benchmark today,” said N S Venkatesh, chief
executive of the Association of Mutual Funds in India.
But he added that he expected the currency to stabilize
at around 69, describing India’s economy as “strong”.

“The Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy has
shown concern for the rupee’s fluctuations so investors 

Continued on Page 24

GENOA, Italy: About 30 people were killed yesterday
when a giant motorway bridge collapsed in heavy rain
in the Italian city of Genoa in what the government
called an “immense tragedy”. The collapse, which saw a
vast stretch of the A10 freeway tumble on to railway
lines in the northern port city, came as the bridge was
undergoing maintenance work and as the Liguria
region, where Genoa is situated, experienced torrential
rainfall. “Unfortunately there are around 30 dead and
many injured in a serious condition,” Interior Minister
Matteo Salvini told reporters.

Rescuers scouring through the wreckage, strewn
among shrubs and train tracks, said there were
“dozens” of victims, as rescue helicopters winched sur-
vivors on stretchers from the ruined bridge. Cars and
trucks were tangled in the rubble and nearby buildings
damaged by vast chunks of concrete, according to an
AFP photographer at the scene. “We’re not giving up
hope, we’ve already saved a dozen people from under

Continued on Page 24
GENOA, Italy: A helicopter hovers as rescuers work at the site where the Morandi motorway bridge col-
lapsed yesterday. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump took anoth-
er swipe at his former “Apprentice” and White House
aide Omarosa Manigault Newman yesterday in espe-
cially angry terms, slamming her as a “dog” and a
“crazed, crying lowlife” as her tell-all book hits stores.
Manigault Newman - who first gained fame as a con-
testant on Trump’s reality TV show - has dripped out
recordings of private conversations she had while on
staff in the White House as she promotes her memoir
about her time with “The Donald”.

The book - in which she variously describes Trump
as a racist, liar and “germophobe” with a “total lack of
empathy” - has plunged the White House and the pres-
ident again into crisis, and dominated news headlines
for days. Trump had already branded “Omarosa” - as
she is commonly known in America - a “lowlife” after
she released a recording of her firing by chief of staff
John Kelly, seemingly recorded in the White House
Situation Room. And after she released a recording of a
conversation she had with Trump after her firing, he
repeated called her “wacky”.

But yesterday, he ratcheted up the war of words - to
a level of nastiness rarely seen, even from a president
who has shown he does not pull punches when insulting
his critics. “When you give a crazed, crying lowlife a
break, and give her a job at the White House, I guess it
just didn’t work out. Good work by General Kelly for
quickly firing that dog!” Trump tweeted.
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WASHINGTON: “Unhinged”, the new tell-all book by former
White House aide Omarosa Manigault Newman, is for sale
at the Politics and Prose bookstore yesterday. — AFP 

JERICHO: Palestinian postal service employees are
working overtime to sort through some 10 tons of
letters and packages blocked by Israel for up to
eight years, Palestinian officials said yesterday. The
parcels, dating from between 2010 and this year,
had been prevented by Israel from entering the
West Bank via Jordan but were released in a one-
time deal, the officials said. The goods range from
simple letters to medicine and even wheelchairs for
the disabled, AFP journalists found at the sorting
center in the occupied West Bank city of Jericho.

Palestinian Telecommunications Minister Allam
Mousa accused Israel in a statement of having
blocked the delivery and of delaying the implemen-
tation of an agreement on postal services. Israeli
authorities confirmed the packages had been trans-
ferred and said an agreement was in the works, but
did not comment in detail. Ramadan Ghazawi, an
official at the sorting center in Jericho, said he
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