
STOCKHOLM: Up to 80 cars were set on fire
overnight across western Sweden by masked vandals,
police said yesterday, in what they suspect was a coor-
dinated attack weeks before a general election. Most of
the cars were burned at around 20 locations in
Sweden’s second largest city of Gothenburg late
Monday. Authorities said two suspects aged between
16 and 21 have been arrested so far in Gothenburg and
would be questioned yesterday. Police said they believe

the attacks were organized on social media. No one
was injured in the car blazes. “We’ve never seen this
many cars set on fire before,” Hans Lippens, police
spokesman in western Sweden, told AFP. 

The incident triggered outrage among Swedish
politicians who are busy campaigning for the
September 9 general election. “I’m furious. My question
to (the perpetrators) is: what the hell are you doing?”
Social Democratic Prime Minister Stefan Lofven told

public broadcaster
Swedish Radio yesterday.
“You’re ruining things for
yourselves, your parents
and your neighborhoods,”
Lofven said, adding the
incident “looked very
coordinated, almost like a
military operation”. Cars
set ablaze is common in
Sweden. In Stockholm’s
suburbs alone, such
crimes happen almost on
a daily basis, usually
attributed to disadvan-
taged youths. 

Last year, 1,457 cars
were “deliberately” set on
fire across Sweden, com-
pared to 1,641 in 2016,
according to the Swedish
Civil Contingencies
Agency’s figures.
“Sweden has tolerated
this for too long. This
must end now,” Ulf
Kristersson, leader of the
conservative opposition
party, the Moderates,
wrote on his Facebook
account. Last year in
February, two days after
US President Donald
Trump’s baffling com-
ments linking crime to
immigration in Sweden,
riots broke out in the
immigrant-heavy north-
ern Stockholm suburb of
Rinkeby. Dozens of
youths clashed with
police after they arrested
a suspected drug dealer
in Rinkeby. The rioters
threw stones at police,
burned cars and looted
shops. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Global rights groups have slammed Egyptian
authorities for failing to prosecute members of the
security forces over a bloody 2013 crackdown on pro-
testers that left hundreds dead. Five years ago on
August 14, 2013, security forces moved in to disperse a
sprawling Islamist protest camp in Cairo’s Rabaa Al-
Adawiya square, where demonstrators had rallied
against the ouster of president Mohamed Morsi a
month earlier. Amnesty International says at least 900
protesters were killed by security forces, marking “a
horrific turning point for human rights in Egypt”.

Since then hundreds of Islamists, including leaders of
Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood, have been
convicted at mass trials. But
not one member of the
security forces has been
prosecuted for the deaths of
protesters. The lack of pros-
ecutions has “contributed to
an environment in which the
security forces feel empow-
ered to violate human rights
with absolute impunity,”
said Najia Bounaim,
Amnesty’s North Africa campaigns director. Egyptian
officials have blamed protest leaders for the 2013
bloodshed, pointing to the presence of armed gunmen
at the sit-in and the deaths of several police officers.

‘Mass show trial’
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi last month approved a

law giving senior military officers immunity from prose-
cution tied to the unrest that followed Morsi’s ouster.
On the eve of the anniversary, Human Rights Watch
slammed Egyptian authorities for trying to “insulate
those responsible for these crimes from justice”. “The

response from Egypt’s allies to the crimes at Rabaa and
to the lack of justice for the victims has been complete
silence,” Sarah Leah Whitson, HRW Middle East direc-
tor, said in a statement. The US-based rights group said
the protest crackdown was “the largest mass killings in
Egypt’s modern history”, leaving at least 817 demon-
strators dead.

“Without justice, Rabaa remains an open wound.
Those responsible for the mass killings of protesters
shouldn’t count on being able to shield themselves
from accountabil i ty forever,” Whitson said on
Monday. In late July an Egyptian court sentenced to

death 75 Islamists over the
2013 unrest, as part of pro-
ceedings involving 700
defendants which Amnesty
described as a “mass show
trial”. Among those sti l l
await ing a verdict are
prominent photojournalist
Mahmud Abu Zeid, widely
known as Shawkan, who in
May received UNESCO’s
Press Freedom Prize. 

The dispersal  of the
protest camp was followed by several months of
deadly clashes with police in which hundreds more
people were killed. The Muslim Brotherhood was
designated a terrorist organization in Egypt in
December 2013 and banned. Former armed forces
chief Sisi won the presidency in 2014 after leading the
ouster of Morsi following mass protests against the
Islamist’s rule. Sisi won reelection with 97 percent at
a vote in March against a single opponent widely
seen as a token challenger, with critics saying the
president had carried out a widespread crackdown
on dissent. — AFP 
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in Egypt

CAIRO: A handout picture shows Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (center left) and his Yemeni
counterpart Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi reviewing the honorary guards at the presidential palace in the
capital Cairo. — AFP 

Rights groups slam Egypt, five
years after deadly crackdown

At least 900 protesters were killed by security forces: Amnesty 

Malaysian women 
to be caned over
lesbian sex
KUALA LUMPUR: Two Malaysian women have
been sentenced to caning after they admitted having
sex in contravention of strict Islamic laws, an official
said yesterday, sparking outrage from rights groups.
Members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der (LGBT) community have increasingly faced pres-
sure in the Muslim-majority country in recent years,
with officials frequently accused of targeting them.
The women, aged 22 and 32, were arrested in April by
Islamic enforcement officers after they were found in
a car in a public square in northern Terengganu state,
one of the most conservative areas of the country.

They were brought before an Islamic court on

Sunday and admitted to breaking a sharia law that
forbids sexual relations between women. They were
sentenced to six strokes of the cane each and fined
3,300 ringgit ($800), Mohamad Khasmizan Abdullah,
a prosecutor with the Terengganu religious depart-
ment told AFP. “This is a serious case. The prosecu-
tors urged the court to impose the maximum sen-
tence,” Khasmizan said. He said if the sentence was
carried out, they would be the first women to be
caned in Terengganu for breaking Islamic laws. They
are free on bail and their sentence is set to be carried
out on August 28, although they have the right to
appeal. Caning is conducted out of public view in
Malaysia. Malaysia operates a dual-track legal system
and Islamic courts can handle religious and family
matters, as well as cases such as adultery. Malaysian
Muslims, who make up over 60 percent of the coun-
try’s 32 million inhabitants, have traditionally practiced
a tolerant brand of Islam but concerns have been
growing in recent years that attitudes are becoming
more conservative. — AFP 

Masked vandals torch dozens
of cars in Sweden

GOTHENBURG, Sweden: Burned cars are pictured at Froelunda Square in Gothenburg, Sweden
yesterday. — AFP 


