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News in brief

Fire kills 19 at China spa hotel 

BEIJING: At least 19 people died and another 23
were injured when a fire ripped through a hot springs
hotel complex in northeastern China yesterday, state
media said. The blaze began in the early hours at the
hotel and spa in Harbin, capital of the Heilongjiang
province, the official Xinhua news agency reported.
Blackened walls inside the hotel, which is part of a
hot springs complex, could be seen in footage
released by state broadcaster CCTV. The injured
were suffering from burns or toxic smoke inhalation,
CCTV said, indicating an investigation had been
opened into the cause of the fire. Xinhua said the
hotel’s owner had been detained for questioning by
police. — AFP 

Egypt arrests ex-envoy, 6 others

CAIRO: Egypt’s public prosecutor on Friday
ordered the detention for 15 days pending investiga-
tion of a former diplomat and other opposition fig-
ures who have criticized President Abdel Fattah Al-
Sisi, the state-run MENA news agency reported.
Masoum Marzouk, a former ambassador, and two
other prominent opposition activists were arrested
on Thursday. Marzouk had recently called for a ref-
erendum on Sisi’s rule. Marzouk, academic Yahya
Kazaz, Raed Salama and four other people, whom
MENA did not name, face charges of joining a ter-
rorist group and receiving funds for terrorism, it
said. The standard fifteen-day detention can be
renewed by authorities. —  Reuters 

More than 3,000 expat public 
sector employees terminated

Move part of Kuwaitization plans • Aviation authority issues ultimatum to airline
KUWAIT: Work contracts of 3,140 non-Kuwaitis serv-
ing in the public sector have been cancelled, Chairman of
the Civil Service Commission (CSC) Ahmad Al-Jassar
said yesterday. These contracts have been invalidated
according to a CSC resolution with respect to personnel
proportions stipulated for the 2017-2018 period, as part
of the state’s policy of replacing expatriates with nation-
als in the government sector. 

The dismissed personnel served in various ministries,
government departments and bodies of independent
budgets, he said in a statement to Kuwait News Agency.

Jassar affirmed that these workers have been laid off in
line with the state’s policy of Kuwaitizing jobs in the sec-
tor, as stipulated by CSC decision 11/2017, which
exempted jobs in the medical and health sectors. 

The number of non-Kuwaiti civil servants subject to
the commission’s resolution amount to 44,572, including
the dismissed ones. They serve in 46 government sectors,
including 25,948 in teaching and training, 6,474 in servic-
es, 3,537 in law and Islamic affairs, 2,876 in engineering
and 1,539 in social and educational services as well as
sports. Moreover, 1,221 perform financial, economic and

commercial jobs, 1,130 are in the sector of administrative
backup, 483 in information systems and technology, 377
in manual works, 308 in literature, media and public rela-
tions, 221 in forensics, 205 in agriculture and livestock, 212
in sciences, 37 in administrative development and statis-
tics and five in marine tasks.

Separately, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) yesterday issued an ultimatum to Wataniya
Airways to resolve problems such as recurring flight
delays and cancellations. The DGCA warned in a state-
ment that in case the company failed to fulfill its duties

properly, its permit would be suspended effective Sept 6
for three months as an initial penalty, while compelling it to
fulfill its financial and legal liabilities toward passengers.

If Wataniya Airways fails again to tackle these prob-
lems, it will be stripped of the license permanently. The
directorate said several warnings had been given to the
company to no avail. It assured passengers that it
would do its best to ensure their safety and rights,
vowing to follow up on Wataniya’s commitment to
secure their return, either on its aircraft or planes of
other companies. —  KUNA

GAZA: A Palestinian child plays in an impoverished neighborhood of the Khan Younis refugee camp yes-
terday. The US said it has cancelled more than $200 million in aid for the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip
and West Bank. —  AFP 

RAMALLAH: US President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion is resorting to “cheap blackmail” against the
Palestinians, revealing its true intentions by cutting more
than $200 million in aid for the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, senior Palestinian officials said yesterday. A US
State Department official said Friday that the decision,
made “at the direction of the president”, came after a
review of aid programs to the Palestinian territories. The
funding would “now address high-priority projects else-
where”, it added.

Saeb Erekat, secretary-general of the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), said the decision
amounts to an “admission of the true intentions behind
American aid policy of intervening in the internal affairs
of other peoples”. US aid “is not a gift to our people but
a duty of the international community to take responsi-
bility for the continuation of Israeli occupation, prevent-

ing the development of the Palestinian economy and
society,” he said. By slashing its aid to the Palestinians,
the US “once again reaffirms its disregard for its interna-
tional commitments”, Erekat added. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a member of the PLO’s executive
committee, accused the US of using “cheap blackmail as
a political tool”. “The Palestinian people and leadership
will not be intimidated and will not succumb to coercion.
The rights of the Palestinian people are not for sale,” she
said. The United States had already made drastic cuts to
its contribution to the UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA, in January. Relations between the US
administration and the Palestinian Authority took a nose-
dive after Trump in December decided to recognize the
disputed city of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. The
Palestinians have suspended contacts with Washington
and believe it can no longer be an impartial mediator in
the Middle East peace process.

After the latest blow, Ashrawi insisted that Palestinians
living under Israeli occupation would not be coerced
into surrendering their rights. “There is no glory in con-
stantly bullying and punishing a people under occupa-
tion,” she said in a statement. “The US administration has
already demonstrated meanness of spirit in its collusion 

Continued on Page 24

Palestinians slam 
‘cheap blackmail’ 
after US cuts aid

KUTUPALONG, Bangladesh: Rohingya refugees attend a ceremony to remem-
ber the first anniversary of a military crackdown at this refugee camp in
Ukhia yesterday. — AFP 

MAKKAH: Sanitation workers collect litter during the annual hajj pilgrim-
age in this holy city on Aug 22, 2018. — AFP 

COX’S BAZAR: Tens of thousands of
Rohingya refugees staged angry
protests for “justice” yesterday on the
first anniversary of a Myanmar military
crackdown that sparked a mass exodus
to camps in Bangladesh. Many wept as
they recalled the brutal killings and
rapes inflicted on the Muslim minority
last year as 700,000 fled across the
border. The biggest refugee camp in the
world is rigidly controlled by Bangladesh
authorities and the peaceful but charged
Rohingya marches and rallies seen there
were unprecedented.

A local police chief, Abul Khair, told
AFP an estimated 40,000 refugees
attended marches and rallies across the

camps. “We are Rohingya, we want jus-
tice,” people chanted in the Kutupalong
camp, where a giant banner proclaimed:
“Never Again: Rohingya Genocide
Remembrance Day. 25 August, 2018.” In
a different part of the camp, thousands
of women and children marched behind
a huge poster declaring: “365 days of
crying. Now I am angry.”

Rohingya militants staged attacks on
Myanmar police posts on Aug 25 last
year, sparking a bloody crackdown in
Rakhine state. Nearly 7,000 Rohingya
were killed in the first month, according
to Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF).
Refugees arrived in Bangladesh on foot
or in flimsy boats. Many brought horrific
stories of sexual violence, torture and
villages burned to the ground.

Columns of people marching through
the camp yesterday waved banners and
chanted “Allahu Akbar” (God is Great).
Tears flowed as one imam gave a ser-
mon, saying “Please Allah, return to us
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MINA, Saudi Arabia: Thousands of
cleaners were busy separating plastic
from other rubbish as more than two mil-
lion Muslims wrapped up a pilgrimage to
Makkah that presents a huge environ-
mental challenge for Saudi Arabia. The
Mamuniya camp in Mina near the holy
city is dotted with color-coded barrels -
black for organic waste and blue for cans
and plastics for recycling. It’s all part of
an initiative to reduce the environmental
footprint of the hajj, one of the world’s
largest annual gatherings.

More than 42,000 tonnes of waste are
produced during the pilgrimage to
Islam’s holiest sites, according of
Mohammed Al-Saati, head of sanitation
for the Makkah municipality. “We’re fac-
ing some real challenges, primarily the
sheer volume of waste produced ... along

with the number of pilgrims, the limited
space around the holy sites, different
nationalities and the weather,” Saati told
AFP. “Islam as a religion does not
encourage excess,” he added. “Pilgrims
can be friends of the environment. It
starts by raising awareness back home.”

The hajj, which started on Sunday and
ended on Friday, drew nearly 2.4 million
Muslims from around the world this year,
according to official Saudi figures. More
than 13,000 sanitation workers and
supervisors were hired during the pil-
grimage season, which saw temperatures
rise to 44 degrees Celsius last week.

A handful of camps in the town of
Mina, the site of the symbolic stoning of
the devil ritual during hajj, have begun to
implement plans to turn “green”, cutting
back on waste and encouraging pilgrims
to do their part. Banners hanging near
the Kaaba, a black structure inside
Makkah’s Grand Mosque towards which
Muslims around the world pray, also fea-
tured the recycle logo this year.
Authorities aim to cut waste volumes by
two-thirds by 2030, Saati said, with a 
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Erdogan urges commitment 

ANKARA: The commitment and determination of
Turks is the guarantee needed to combat attacks on
Turkey’s economy, President Tayyip Erdogan said
yesterday, in his first comments on the currency crisis
in days. In two separate statements to commemorate
the anniversaries of the Battle of Manzikert in 1071
and Victory Day, Erdogan said the unity of Turks
against attacks targeting their political and economic
independence would prevail. He added that nobody
would keep Turkey from reaching its 2023, 2053 and
2071 targets, dates that mark the centennial anniver-
sary of the Turkish Republic, the 600th anniversary of
the conquering of Istanbul, and the 1000th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Manzikert respectively. - Reuters


