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HONOLULU: Torrential rain pounded Hawaii yesterday as
Hurricane Lane, now downgraded to a tropical storm,
crawled toward the island state, triggering landslides
and “catastrophic” flooding, and forcing thousands to
seek emergency shelter. Lane, which was reclassified as
a Tropical Storm at 0300 GMT yesterday, was located
around 120 miles south of the capital Honolulu, slowly
moving in a north-northeastward direction at just three
miles per hour. Lane “weakens to a Tropical Storm
south of Oahu, but rain bands will still bring more flood-
ing and damaging winds to parts of the main Hawaiian
islands,” the Central Pacific Hurricane Center said. Lane,
which packed still dangerous winds of 70 miles per
hour, is forecasted to turn westward and away from the
Pacific islands.

“Regardless of the hurricane track, life-threatening
impacts will extend far beyond the center position as
Lane approaches the islands,” the National Weather
Center said. “Excessive rainfall associated with this slow
moving hurricane will continue to impact the Hawaiian
Islands into the weekend, leading to catastrophic and
life-threatening flash flooding and landslides.” Brad
Kieserman with the American Red Cross told reporters

more than 2,000 people were sheltering in 45 evacuation
centers. “I would not be surprised to wake up tomorrow
morning and see evacuation center populations at or
above 2,500 or 3,000,” he added.

‘Whiteout’ conditions 
Almost 25 inches of rain fell on the iconic Waikiki

Beach in the last 36 hours, forcing its closure as hoteliers
and store owners piled sandbags outside their business-

es. The mainly-rural Big Island-home to the still-erupting
Kilauea Volcano-has taken the worst hit so far, with more
than 30 inches of rain in about 24 hours. Experts warned
of “whiteout conditions”-steam loaded with particles and
toxic gases produced when cool moisture hits lava-as the
storm passes. Lane however should have little effect on
the eruption “aside from minor rockfalls at the summit
and increased steaming” from two vents, the US
Geological Survey said.

However “whiteout conditions could occur... due to
steam produced by heavy rain falling on still-hot lava
flows.” Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
chief Brock Long warned of major power grid disruptions.
“We need to set the expectation that the power could go
off for quite some time and the infrastructure is going to
be heavily impacted,” Long said. Residents across the
state have been stocking up on water, food, gasoline and
emergency supplies as Lane drew nearer.

‘Destructive waves’
Sea levels were expected to rise as much as two to four

feet (60 to 122 centimeters) above normal tide levels, caus-
ing coastal erosion and prompting a storm surge and

“large and destructive waves,” forecasters said. United,
Alaska and Hawaiian Airlines have canceled some or all
international and domestic flights.

The US Coast Guard says 57,000 US military person-
nel stationed in Hawaii are ready to offer medical support
and conduct search and rescue operations. “I’ve not seen
such dramatic changes in the forecast track as I’ve seen
with this storm,” Governor David Ige said in a statement as
he declared a state of emergency earlier this week on the
Big Island.  President Donald Trump called Ige, the White
House said, to offer support and discuss preparedness and
emergency measures.

The last major storm to strike Hawaii was nearly three
decades ago, when Hurricane Iniki hit the island of Kauai,
leaving six dead and causing billions of dollars in damage.
Federal officials have been working with Hawaiian utility
managers to monitor the power grid, a major vulnerability
in Puerto Rico last year when it was hit by Hurricane
Maria, a powerful Category Four hurricane. Hurricane-
related deaths in Puerto Rico have been estimated at as
many as 4,600 people, largely because prolonged and
widespread power outages and washed out roads pre-
vented access to health care, US researchers said. — AFP 

Residents on edge as Lane hits Hawaii
Hurricane Lane triggers landslides and ‘catastrophic’ flooding 

Yemen: More than 
three years of war
SANAA: A Saudi-led coalition launched military opera-
tions in Yemen in 2015, helping the government to push
back against rebels who had taken control of the capital
and seized several provinces. The conflict has killed nearly
10,000 people, the vast majority of them civilians, and
injured more than 55,000, according to the World Health
Organization. More than 2,200 others have died of cholera
and the conflict has triggered what the United Nations has
described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Saudi air strikes 
The Saudi-led coalition launches air strikes on Shiite

Houthi rebels in March 2015, who had taken Sanaa six
months earlier and now controlled large swathes of
Yemen. The coalition aims to restore to power the inter-
nationally-recognized government of President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi. In July, Hadi’s embattled
administration announces its forces have retaken the
southern province of Aden in their first success since the
coalition stepped in. Having lost Sanaa, Hadi makes Aden
the country’s de facto capital. By mid-August 2015, loy-
alist forces have retaken five southern provinces. In
October, government forces reclaim control of the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait, one of the world’s busiest and most
strategically sensitive shipping routes.

Rebels kill ex-president
Splits emerge in the rebel camp in 2017, resulting in

the assassination of Hadi’s predecessor and former
Houthi ally, Ali Abdullah Saleh, by Houthi fighters in
December. The rebels strengthen their grip on the capi-
tal. Splits also emerge in the government camp, with
fierce clashes erupting in Aden in January 2018 between
southern separatists and fighters loyal to Hadi.

Missiles on Saudi Arabia
From November 2017, the rebels intensify missile

attacks on neighboring Saudi Arabia, which accuses its
arch-foe Iran of supplying them with weapons. Iran denies
the charge. Seven missiles are fired into the kingdom on
March 25, 2018 alone, including three at Riyadh. On June
9, three civilians are killed in the kingdom’s southern
province of Jizan by a rebel missile. According to the
coalition, in which the United Arab Emirates (UAE) also
plays a key role, the rebels have fired 165 ballistic missiles.

Advance on aid port
In December 2017, government forces make a break-

through in efforts to reconquer the key port of Hodeida
when they drive Houthi fighters out of a town en route
called Khokha. Hodeida-a vital entry point for the bulk
of the country’s food and aid-has been in rebel hands
since October 2014, taken without opposition from gov-
ernment forces soon after rebels captured Sanaa.
Government forces press their advance and in April the
insurgents’ second-in-command, Saleh Al-Sammad, is
killed in a coalition air raid in the province. On June 13,
government fighters, backed by Saudi and Emirati forces,
launch an offensive on Hodeida city. On June 20, they say
that they have taken control of Hodeida airport on the
southern outskirts.

Heavy civilian toll
Civilians, in particular children, pay a heavy price

during the conflict. Several raids blamed on the coali-
tion have left civilian victims, including on a wedding
hall in the town of Mokha in September 2015, killing 131
people. The alliance denies responsibility. In October
2016, a coalition air strike at a funeral in Sanaa kills 140
people. The coalition has admitted responsibility for
certain raids, but accuses the rebels of using civilians as
human shields. In July, Amnesty International says
human rights violations in a string of Yemeni prisons
run by the UAE could amount to war crimes, in a report
rejected by Abu Dhabi. — AFP

HONOLULU: A resident leaps off a jetty at Waikiki beach on Oahu Island in Honolulu, Hawaii. Weather conditions from weakening Tropical Storm Lane are expected to deteriorate on the island with heavy rain and wind in the
evening. — AFP 

Thousands
forced to seek

emergency 
shelter

Abuse victim urges 
pontiff to remove 
‘every rotten apple’
DUBLIN: Pope Francis should rid the Catholic Church of
“every rotten apple” and announce concrete measures
against sexual abuse by the clergy during his visit to
Ireland, a prominent Irish victim said. Marie Collins, who
resigned from a Vatican commission on child protection
last year over its failure to take action, said in an interview
that the pontiff had to tackle the issue “head on”. “Every
rotten apple should be got rid of and it should happen
now,” Collins said on the sidelines of the World Meeting of
Families in Dublin, ahead of the pope’s visit to Ireland
which started yesterday.

Collins was assaulted by a priest as a 13-year-old while
she was in hospital-one of thousands of victims in Ireland,
where abuse scandals have badly dented the Catholic
Church’s standing. “Coming to Ireland, where we have
such a history of abuse and so many have had their lives
destroyed, it is important that while he is here this issue is
addressed, and addressed face on, and we get clear words
as to what he’s going to do,” said Collins, now 71. Many
ordinary Irish Catholics were “waiting to see this whole
issue dealt with properly” and if it is not, “more people are
just going to give up in despair and walk away”, she said.

‘Fear of how deep it goes’ 
Collins welcomed a letter from Pope Francis this week

condemning the “atrocities” revealed by a far-reaching US
report into child sex abuse by priests in the state of
Pennsylvania. But she said the words of the leader of the
world’s billion-plus Catholics did not go far enough. “It
didn’t give any concrete statements about what he was
actually going to do,” she said, calling for some “real sanc-
tions” against those who perpetrate and cover up abuse.
“The reluctance to look into things properly and to behave
properly is the fear of how deep it goes, how far it goes

and how wide it goes. “There is this mistaken idea that if
we don’t look at it, it will go away,” she said.

‘He could do no wrong’ 
Collins had just celebrated her 13th birthday when she

was assaulted by a priest, according to an account she
gave at a Vatican symposium on abuse in 2012. The priest-
”a skilled child molester” in her words-began visiting her in
the evenings while she lay in a hospital bed in Dublin.
“When he began to sexually interfere with me, pretending
at first he was being playful, I was shocked and resisted,
telling him to stop. He did not stop,” she said. “While
assaulting me, he would respond to my resistance by telling
me he was a priest, he could do no wrong,” she recalled.

“He took photographs of the most private parts of my
body and told me I was stupid if I thought it was wrong. He
had power over me. I did not know how to tell anyone. I
just prayed he would not do it again-but he did. “Those fin-
gers that would abuse my body the night before were the
next morning holding and offering me the sacred host. “The
hands that held the camera to photograph my exposed
body, in the light of day were holding a prayer book when
he came to hear my confession. “When I left the hospital I
was not the same child who had entered,” she said.

End Vatican ‘resistance’ 
After years of treatment for mental illness brought on

by feelings of guilt, Collins finally told a doctor about the
abuse when she was 47. He persuaded her to tell the
Church about it, but when Collins met with her parish
priest, she says he refused to listen and blamed her. “He
said he saw no need to report the chaplain. He told me
what happened was probably my fault. This response shat-
tered me,” she said.

A decade later while reading news about a serial pae-
dophile priest Collins realized that other children might
have been damaged by the same priest who hurt her and
she again spoke up. The priest was eventually prosecuted
and jailed, and Collins has since become a leading voice in
Ireland pushing for justice for victims. Collins on Friday
said only the pope could end Vatican “resistance”, even if
this meant removing people in high office. “Every day chil-
dren are being abused. — AFP


