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QUITO: Ecuador opened a “humanitarian corridor” yes-
terday and lifted its own entry restrictions on the masses
of migrants escaping Venezuela’s free-falling economy and
streaming towards the Peruvian border, hours before Lima
tightens its border controls. Ecuadoran Interior Minister
Mauro Toscanini said there were currently 35 busloads of
migrants on the move along the route authorities had
opened to Peru.

“We are going to continue as long as we can,” said the
minister, whose country is being
crossed by tens of thousands of
Venezuelans seeking to join rel-
atives and take up work oppor-
tunities in Peru, Chile and
beyond. Peru is one of the
region’s fastest growing
economies, projecting 4.7 per-
cent growth next year.
Venezuelans trying to cross the
Peruvian border after a midnight
deadline will be required to pro-
duce a passport; until then, an
identity card will suffice. However, they will no longer need
to produce a passport to enter Ecuador from Colombia.

Ecuador-where close to half a million people have fled
this year alone - moved to ease the migrant crisis by lifting
its week-long requirement for Venezuelans to produce a
passport, which prompted Peru to announce its own iden-
tical measure. Peru’s new passport rules threaten to leave
tens of thousands of Venezuelans stranded in Ecuador and
Colombia, who are already inundated with migrants from
the crisis-wracked country. UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres will set up a special UN team to ensure
a coordinated regional response to the crisis, his
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on Friday.

On the road
Venezuelans are rushing out of the country to join

those who have already fled a deepening economic crisis,
as regional governments struggle to cope with one of the
biggest exoduses in Latin American history. Of the 2.3 mil-
lion Venezuelans living abroad, more than 1.6 million have
fled the country since 2015, when the oil-rich nation was
plunged into a serious economic and political crisis, with
acute shortages of food, medicine and other basic necessi-

ties, while public services have
been failing. The pace of
departures has accelerated in
recent days, sparking a warn-
ing from the United Nations.

“It remains critical that any
new measures continue to
allow those in need of interna-
tional protection to access
safety and seek asylum,” UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi said
on Thursday in a statement.

The UN said up to 4,000 people were arriving daily in
Ecuador, Peru, Colombia and Brazil, where migrants have
been violently turned back by locals concerned by
increasing crime. Ecuador will host a 13-nation regional
summit next month to discuss the crisis. Argentina, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Mexico, Peru, Paraguay,
Panama, the Dominican Republic, Uruguay and Venezuela
have been invited to the September 17-18 meeting in
Quito, officials said.

Lines at Peruvian border 
In Tumbes, on the Peruvian side of the border with

Ecuador, lines of people waited to have their papers
checked, sweating in the tropical heat. Only around half of

the Venezuelans fleeing their homes and the economic
chaos there are carrying passports, according to
Colombia’s migration director, Christian Kruger. The other
half have identity cards.

Like Colombia, Peru has been struggling to cope.
Earlier this month, a record 5,100 people entered the

country in a single day. Peru’s migration superintendent,
Eduardo Sevilla, said on Thursday that “there are already
400,000” Venezuelans in the country and if they continue
arriving at the same rate, there will be “half a million by the
beginning of November.” Many queuing at the border in
Peru left Venezuela on foot weeks ago.  — AFP
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News in brief

Suicide attack kills two 
JALALABAD: A suicide bomb blast killed at least two
people yesterday outside an election commission
office in the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad, officials
said. The latest attack in the war-torn country
appeared to target a protest camp outside the building
in Nangarhar province, where a group of people were
rallying in support of a candidate disqualified from
parliamentary elections due in October. The blast fol-
lows what has already been a bloody month in
Afghanistan with the Taleban ramping up assaults on
security forces across the country and the Islamic
State group targeting Kabul, with hundreds killed
according to estimates. — AFP 

1 dead in Nepal protest 
KATHMANDU: One person was killed and dozens
injured in Nepal when police opened fire on protesters
demanding action over the rape and murder of a 13-
year-old girl, officials said yesterday. Angry crowds
took to the streets in the country’s remote west on
Friday accusing police of protecting the person
responsible for the brutal crime. Police officer Krishna
Raj Ojha told AFP that 17-year-old Sani Khuna was
killed “in firing to contain the violent protest”. An
indefinite curfew has been imposed in the area, he
added. Schoolgirl Nirmala Panta went missing in late
July and her body was found the following day in a
sugar-cane field.  — AFP 

Cambodia king pardons MP
PHNOM PENH: An outspoken Cambodian opposition
lawmaker was pardoned by royal decree and released
yesterday, the first member of a now-dissolved politi-
cal party to be freed a month after strongman premier
Hun Sen won a virtually uncontested election. The
lead-up to the July 29 poll-which Western democracies
have slammed - was marked by a clampdown on
activists, journalists and the opposition Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP), paving a clear path for
the authoritarian Hun Sen to extend his 33-year rule of
Cambodia by another five years. Released yesterday
was Um Sam An, a dual Cambodian-US national sen-
tenced to two and a half years in prison in late 2016
over his criticism of Hun Sen’s government for using
contested maps as a guideline to demarcating the bor-
der with Vietnam. — AFP 

IS beheading video 
WASHINGTON: Three Southeast Asians who
appeared in a 2016 Islamic State video showing the
beheading of a captive were added to the US
Treasury’s sanctions blacklist Friday. The Treasury said
Malaysian Mohamad Rafi Udin, Indonesian
Mohammed Karim Yusop Faiz and Filipino Mohammad
Reza Lahaman Kiram all took part in the June 2016
video made in Syria in which Islamic State members
execute a prisoner. Sigal Mandelker, Treasury under
secretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, said
the video was “part of a propaganda campaign to
attract radicals to join militant terrorist groups in
Southeast Asia.” —AFP 

US health expert charged
NEW YORK: Tom Frieden, a leading public health
expert instrumental in the US response to the Ebola cri-
sis and to legislating against smoking, was arrested and
charged with sexual harassment on Friday. The execu-
tive, who served as head of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) under president Barack
Obama from 2009 to 2017, appeared before a Brooklyn
criminal court and was released without bail, prosecu-
tors said. He was arrested on charges of forcible touch-
ing, sexual abuse and harassment of a 55-year-old
woman in upmarket Brooklyn Heights. — AFP
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Litany of Catholic 
abuse scandals 
LONDON: Accusations of wide-ranging abuse in Catholic
institutions in Ireland, including but not limited to the sex-
ual targeting of children by priests, date back several
decades. In a sign of the scale of the abuse, 14,500 people
applied for compensation through an Irish government
scheme for those abused at juvenile facilities run by reli-
gious groups between 1936 and 1970. As Pope Francis
prepares to meet some victims during a visit to Ireland this
weekend, his first as pontiff, here are the most prominent
cases to come to light:

Predator priests
Irish Catholic Church leaders are accused of having

protected hundreds of predator priests suspected of sexu-
ally abusing thousands of children over decades.
Allegations in Ireland began to emerge in the 1980s,
among the first in an eventual avalanche of cases globally.
They prompted criminal cases and Irish government
enquiries in the following decades. The Church published a
series of its own probes from 2008, which found sexual
abuse allegations against at least 85 priests since 1975. It
put in place detailed procedures for dealing with child
sexual abuse in 1996. But the reviews by its National
Board of Safeguarding Children found senior clergy had
repeatedly failed to report abuse by priests and misled
enquiries before and after that date. The most notorious
case was that of Father Tony Walsh. A government com-
mission estimated that Walsh had abused hundreds of chil-
dren over a period of nearly two decades before he was
cast out from the priesthood and imprisoned.

Magdalene Laundries
As many as 10,000 women were forced to work in

“Magdalene Laundries” - penitentiary workhouses man-
aged by the Catholic Church - over the last century. They
suffered decades of physical and psychological abuse.
Ireland’s conservative society at the time ostracized “fallen
women” who had become pregnant outside marriage, and
they made up the bulk of the laundries’ residents. Others

included rape victims, orphans, prostitutes and the dis-
abled. They worked for no pay while the religious orders
ran the laundries as commercial bodies. Irish authorities
released a 1,000-page report on the laundries in 2013 and
both then-prime minister Enda Kenny and those who ran
the laundries apologized to the victims.

Mother and baby homes 
Thousands of pregnant women were also sent to

“mother and baby” homes, accused of being punishment
hostels complicit in illegal adoptions and mistreatment.
The Irish government in 2015 launched a commission to
investigate 18 such homes — the last of which closed in

1996 — after revelations that up to 800 infants may have
died over several decades at one site run by Catholic nuns.

Historians alleged that their remains were interred in an
unmarked mass grave at the home, which was managed by
the Sisters of the Bon Secours, in County Galway between
1925 and 1961. Death records showed that they died from
malnutrition and infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis and
measles. In March the commission announced it had found “a
significant number of human remains” at the site. The homes
received public attention in 2013 when the story of Philomena
Lee ,who was forced to give up her baby for adoption, was
made into the Oscar-nominated film “Philomena”, starring
Judi Dench and Steve Coogan. — AFP

DUBLIN: Protesters holding a banner demonstrate against abuse in the Catholic Church yesterday during the
visit of Pope Francis to Ireland to attend the 2018 World Meeting of Families. — AFP 

Italy threatens 
EU funding in 
migrant row
ROME: Italy’s populist government warned
it would pull European Union funding
unless it agrees to take some of the 150
people stranded on an Italian coastguard
ship Friday, sparking a fresh immigration
row with the bloc. Dozens of people have
been blocked at the Sicilian port of Catania
on the Diciotti vessel since Monday night
because the Italian government is refusing
to allow them to disembark without com-
mitments from the EU to take some of them
in. But a high-level meeting of a dozen EU
member states in Brussels on Friday, held to
discuss what officials said was the broader
issue of the disembarkation of migrants
rescued at sea, failed to produce an imme-
diate solution for the Diciotti migrants.

“The European Union has decided to
turn its back on Italy once again,” Deputy
Prime Minister Luigi Di Maio wrote on his
Facebook page, adding that his country
had no choice but to “take a compensatory
measure in a unilateral way... we are ready
to reduce the funds that we give to the
European Union”. “They want the 20 bil-
lion euros ($23 billion) paid by Italian citi-
zens? Then let them demonstrate that they
deserve it and that they are taking charge
of a problem that we can no longer face
alone. The borders of Italy are the borders
of Europe,” he added.

Di Maio had earlier warned that “if they
decide nothing regarding the Diciotti and
the redistribution of the migrants, I and the

whole Five Star Movement (his party) will
no longer be prepared to give 20 billion
euros to the European Union every year.”
Migration is a hot-button issue in Italy,
where hundreds of thousands of people
have arrived since 2013 fleeing war, perse-
cution and poverty in the Middle East,
Africa and Asia. Under EU rules people
must seek asylum in their country of arrival,
but Italy’s new government has increasingly
barred boats from docking at its ports. 

‘Unconstructive comments’ 
Brussels quickly hit back at Di Maio’s

comments. “Unconstructive comments, let
alone threats, are not helpful and they will
not get us any closer to a solution,”
European Commission spokesman
Alexander Winterstein told a briefing. “The
EU is a community of rules and it operates
on the basis of rules, not threats.”

No deal was struck about the Diciotti
migrants at the talks, as a source at the
European Commission said “this was not a
meeting where decisions were taken”.
However the source said they discussed
“the need for a shared and rapid solution
for the migrants on board of the Diciotti as
well as those most recently disembarked in
Spain and Malta.” EU figures for 2016 say
Italy contributed just under 14 billion euros
to the EU budget-less than one percent of
its gross national income-while the bloc
spent 11.6 billion euros in Italy. Di Maio,
who heads the anti-establishment Five Star,
said Italy didn’t want the “mickey taken out
of us by the union’s other countries” on the
distribution of migrants.

“The EU was born of principles like sol-
idarity. If it is not capable of redistributing
170 people it has serious problems with its
founding principles,” he said in an inter-
view with state broadcaster RAI. Italian

media reports that some of the migrants
had started a hunger strike over their
treatment. The coastguard told AFP they
had “refused to eat breakfast” on Friday.
Prosecutors from Sicily were travelling to
Rome to question officials, including Italy’s
hardline Interior Minister Matteo Salvini,
about the il legal detention of those
onboard. “If a judge wants to arrest me, I
expect it, no problem,” Salvini said Friday.

Salvini stopped the majority of the
migrants disembarking from the ship after
they were rescued on August 15. His only
concession was to allow 27 unaccompa-
nied minors off the boat Wednesday.
Salvini said in an interview with Corriere

Della Sera that the only way the migrants
would be let off the Diciotti was “with a
nice big airplane from one Europe’s capi-
tals landing in Catania”. He also echoed Di
Maio’s comments about EU funding on
Friday, telling Italian radio: “If in Europe
they pretend not to understand, given that
we pay a lot, we will do what it takes to
pay a little less.”  Opinion polls suggest
that Salvini’s stance has boosted his far-
right League party’s approval rating to
around 30 percent-a more than 10 point
jump from its showing in March’s election-
and is now level with the Five Star
Movement with which it has governed Italy
since early June. — AFP

IPIALES, Colombia: Venezuelan migrant Mariangela Ascano (2nd left, behind) remains with relatives and friends
at the Pan-American Highway in Ipiales, Colombia, on their way to Ecuador. Ascano, 21, mother of a two-year-
old boy and with a pregnancy of two months, left Marcay 20 day ago with the goal of reaching Quito. — AFP 

CATANIA: Migrants gather on the deck of the Italian Coast Guard vessel
‘Diciotti’ in the Sicilian port of Catania, as they wait to disembark following a
rescue operation at sea. — AFP 


