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SYDNEY: Australia’s new prime minister began his
first full day yesterday with a phone call to Donald
Trump as he set about restoring faith in his “battered
and bruised” government after a tumultuous week.
Scott Morrison was sworn in as the country’s 30th
leader late Friday after a bitter Liberal Party revolt
against moderate Malcolm Turnbull driven by a hard-
line conservative faction. The former treasurer, a
Turnbull ally who upset right-wing challenger Peter
Dutton in the internal party ballot, said he had had a
warm chat with the US president. 

“Had a great discussion with @realDonaldTrump
this morning,” he tweeted. “We affirmed the strength
of the relationship between the US and Australia.”
Morrison said he shared with Trump the story of
Australian soldier Leslie “Bull” Allen “who is a sym-
bol of our 100 years of mateship”. Allen famously
carried to safety 12 wounded Americans during an
attack on Japanese positions at Mount Tambu in
New Guinea during World War II in 1943. Trump
also took to Twitter to congratulate Morrison.
“There are no greater friends than the United States
and Australia,” he said.

With their pleasantries out the way, Morrison
began work on nailing down a ministerial frontbench
after a series of resignations as he looked to put a tor-
rid week of political manoeuvring behind him. —AFP 
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BEIJING: China yesterday called Donald Trump “irre-
sponsible” after the US President cancelled his top
diplomat’s latest trip to North Korea and suggested
Beijing was stalling efforts to disarm Pyongyang. US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was due to return to
North Korea next week for what he described as the
next stage in ensuring the “final, fully verified denu-
clearization of North Korea”. But Trump-facing a slew
of domestic problems and independent reports that
North Korea has done little or nothing to roll back its
nuclear program-vetoed the plan on Friday.

“Because of our much tougher trading stance with
China, I do not believe they are helping with the
process of denuclearization as they once were,” despite
UN sanctions against the nuclear-armed regime, Trump
said. Beijing hit back at Trump’s “capricious” accusa-
tions in a statement posted on the foreign ministry
website. “The US statement is contrary to basic facts
and is irresponsible. We are seriously concerned about
this,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang said
in the statement. “All parties concerned should... show
more sincerity and flexibility, instead of being capri-
cious and put the blame on others,” he said.

Pompeo’s N Korea trip
Trump pulled the plug on his top diplomat’s

upcoming trip to North Korea-and took a swipe at
China over stalled efforts to disarm Kim Jong Un’s
regime. “I have asked Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
not to go to North Korea, at this time, because I feel
we are not making sufficient progress with respect to
the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula,” Trump
said on Twitter. Pompeo was due to return to

Pyongyang next week for what he described as the
next stage in ensuring the “final, fully verified denu-
clearization of North Korea.”

But Trump-facing a slew of domestic problems and
independent reports that North Korea has done little or
nothing to roll back its nuclear program-vetoed the
plan. Pompeo and Trump met earlier Friday, White
House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders said. Trump also
stepped up his rhetoric against China, which has grown
harsher as November congressional elections
approach, with the world’s top two economies now
embroiled in an escalating trade war.

“Additionally, because of our much tougher Trading
stance with China, I do not believe they are helping
with the process of denuclearization as they once were
(despite the UN Sanctions which are in place),” Trump
said. In another tweet, the president added Pompeo
would still head to North Korea “in the near future,”
saying this would likely occur when the US-China trad-
ing relationship is “resolved.” “In the meantime I would
like to send my warmest regards and respect to
Chairman Kim. I look forward to seeing him soon!”
Trump said.

‘Largely solved’
The trip would have been Pompeo’s fourth to North

Korea, and the second since a historic summit on June
12 between Trump and Kim. Trump, who relishes
unpredictability in negotiating, had at one point can-
celed that summit, citing North Korea’s “open hostili-
ty.” But he soon backtracked and the summit went
ahead in Singapore. Trump had previously claimed that
he had “largely solved” the North Korea nuclear prob-

lem. Despite that bold claim, the UN’s International
Atomic Energy Agency recently reported it had not
seen any indication that nuclear activities in North
Korea have stopped.

“The continuation and further development of the
DPRK’s nuclear program and related statements by
the DPRK are a cause for grave concern,” said a
report by the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), referring to North Korea’s official name.
North Korea is believed to be close to developing a
miniaturized nuclear device and the ballistic missile
capabilities to carry it anywhere in the continental
United States. Evans Revere, a senior fellow at the

Brookings Institution, said it is time for a radical shift
in the US approach. 

“The Trump administration needs a ‘plan B’ to deal
with the probability that Pyongyang is doing what it has
done with every previous US administration: exploiting
diplomacy and negotiations to buy time,” Revere said in
a recent report. Earlier this week, Pompeo named a Ford
Motor Co. executive as special envoy for North Korea
to try to get disarmament back on track. Stephen
Biegun, 55, who is retiring as Ford’s vice president for
international governmental affairs, had been considered
for the post of Trump’s national security advisor before
it went to John Bolton.—Agencies 

China slams ‘irresponsible’ 
US accusations on N Korea

Trump calls off Pompeo’s North Korea trip, blasts China

PYONGYANG: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (front line 3rd right) attends the state funeral for marshal of the Korean
People’s Army, Kim Yong Chun in Pyongyang. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: Two Saudi-led coalition air strikes in
Yemen have killed at least 26 children, UN officials said yes-
terday, renewing calls for an independent investigation of
attacks targeting civilians in the three-year war. At least 22
children and four women died in an attack Thursday while
fleeing fighting in the Al-Durayhimi district, south of the
rebel-held city of Hodeida, UN aid chief Mark Lowcock
said. In addition to that strike, four other children were killed
in a separate air strike in Al-Durayhimi, also on Thursday.
“This is the second time in two weeks that an air strike by
the Saudi-led coalition has resulted in dozens of civilian
casualties,” Lowcock, the undersecretary-general for
humanitarian affairs, said in a statement.

A coalition attack on a bus in the northern rebel strong-
hold of Saada on August 9 killed 40 children, prompting UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to call for an inde-
pendent investigation. Lowcock renewed the UN appeal for
“an impartial, independent and prompt investigation” and
said “those with influence” over the warring sides must
ensure that civilians are protected. The rebel-run Saba news
agency said the air strike on Thursday hit a bus and a house
but the United Arab Emirates, a key partner in the coalition,
blamed the Houthi rebels for the attack.

Al-Durayhimi lies some 12 miles (20 kilometers) south of
Hodeida, and has seen two weeks of fighting between the
rebels and pro-government forces backed by the UAE. “I
had hoped that the outrage that followed the Saada attack
in Yemen two weeks ago would be a turning point in the
conflict. Yesterday’s reported attacks in Al-Durayhimi,
killing 26 children, indicate that it was not,” said Henrietta
Fore, the director of the UN children’s agency UNICEF.
Fore urged the warring sides, their foreign backers and the
Security Council to “take action and end this conflict once

and for all.” After widespread condemnation of the August 9
bus attack, the coalition announced that it was opening an
investigation, but rights groups insist any probe should be
impartial. In a 90-page report, Human Rights Watch said the
coalition had failed to properly investigate war crimes alle-
gations stemming from attacks on civilian targets. HRW’s
Middle East director Sarah Leah Whitson said the coalition’s
investigators “were doing little more than covering up war
crimes.” The European Union urged Yemen’s warring sides
to “prioritize the protection of civilians in all instances” fol-
lowing the attacks in Al-Durayhimi and stressed the need to
end the war, according a statement from the EU foreign
affairs spokesperson. UN-brokered talks between Yemen’s
government and the Houthis are to open in Geneva on
September 6 - a first step toward resuming peace negotia-
tions that broke down two years ago.

The Security Council has called for a “credible” investi-
gation of the bus attack in Yemen, but did not demand an
independent probe. Three of the five permanent council
members - Britain, France and the United States - are sup-
porting the coalition in its military campaign, while non-per-
manent member Kuwait is part of the coalition. —AFP 
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AD DURAYHIMI: A TV grab shows men carrying covered
bodies in Al-Durayhimi, some 20 kilometers south of
Hodeida, after a missile strike. —AFP 

KARACHI: Pakistan has disputed Washington’s
account of a phone call between new Prime Minister
Imran Khan and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
denying that there was any discussion on militants
operating in Pakistan. Pakistan’s foreign ministry
called for the United States to amend its statement,
but US State Department said it stands by its
account. The row comes ahead of a planned visit by
Pompeo to Islamabad in the first week of September
to meet with Khan, who was sworn in as prime minis-
ter last week. The US State Department readout of
the call said Pompeo wished Khan success and also
asked Khan to take “decisive action against all ter-
rorists operating in Pakistan”.

“...the impression, which was given... where they’re
saying that they mentioned terrorists’ presence in
Pakistan, that is against the reality,” Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said on Friday. “I’m
saying it with full confidence.” US officials routinely
raise the issue of Taleban and other militants operat-
ing from safe havens in Pakistan, where they plot
attacks on US and Afghan troops across the border.
Pakistan regularly denies that the Afghan Taleban
operates from its soil. And overnight on Thursday,
Pakistan’s foreign ministry asserted that the issue of
militants never came up in the phone call between
Pompeo and Khan.—Reuters
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