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with the Israeli occupation and its theft of land
and resources,” she said. “Now it is exercising eco-
nomic meanness by punishing the Palestinian victims
of this occupation.”

The Islamist movement Hamas, which controls the Gaza
Strip, also denounced the aid cut. Facing “the American
policy of blackmail” necessitated “unifying the Palestinian
ranks”, spokesman Fawzi Barhoum told AFP. In an initial
reaction on Friday, the PLO’s representative in
Washington, Husam Zomlot, told  the US administration
was “dismantling decades of US vision and engagement in
Palestine”. He said Friday’s move was “another confirma-

tion” that Washington was “abandoning the two-state
solution and fully embracing (Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin) Netanyahu’s anti-peace agenda.”

The decision to cut Palestinian funding comes as a
humanitarian crisis deepens in Gaza, which has seen a surge
of violence since Palestinian protests erupted in March. At
least 172 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire, the vast
majority of them during demonstrations near the border.

Democratic Senator Patrick Leahy accused the
White House of engaging in a “series of provocative
and harmful acts” instead of coming up with a coherent
policy to address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Trump
has tasked his son-in-law Jared Kushner and lawyer
Jason Greenblatt to draft the peace proposals, saying
earlier this week that there would be something “very
good” for the Palestinians. The Palestinians see the
eastern part of Jerusalem as the capital of their future
state. J Street, a liberal pro-Israel group, called the
Trump administration’s move a “moral outrage and a
major strategic blunder”. — Agencies 
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our homeland. Let us see our parents’ graves. We left
them back in Myanmar.” Mohammad Ayub, a 28-year-old
refugee who joined a march, said many Rohingya had lost
loved ones in the violence and still mourned for them. “We
remember them on this day. It is a black day,” he told AFP.

Myanmar authorities, who insist their forces only tar-
geted insurgents, have made an agreement with
Bangladesh to repatriate refugees but only a handful
have gone back. Rohingya leaders say the exiles will not
return home unless their safety is guaranteed.
Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi this week
said it was up to Bangladesh “to decide how quickly”
repatriation of the refugees can be accomplished. She
said the “terrorist threat” posed by Rohingya militants
remains “real and present”.

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army, which has been
blamed for attacks in Myanmar, issued an anniversary
statement in which it condemned Myanmar’s “terrorist gov-
ernment and genocidal military”. ARSA said it would “con-
tinue our struggle for our right to exist”. The group had
“come to existence only to defend, salvage and protect
Rohingya people” from the Myanmar government and mili-
tary, it said in a statement attributed to its chief, Ata Ullah,
and posted on a Twitter account previously used by it.

Mohammad Hossain, a 40-year-old protester at
Kutupalong, said: “We are here remember to August 25. We
want justice. “We want them (Myanmar) to recognize us as
Rohingya. We are very sad because we are not in our native
land.” The Rohingya were stripped of their citizenship

decades ago by Myanmar and have been chased from the
country in successive convulsions of violence. About
300,000 were already in the camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s
Bazar district and the latest arrivals pushed numbers to one
million. The Rohingya and aid agencies are most worried
about the uncertain future of the refugees, who are stateless
and seemingly unwanted in Bangladesh while conditions in
their Rakhine homeland remain dangerous. 

International Red Cross Committee president Peter
Maurer, who visited the camps and Rakhine in July, said in
an anniversary statement that Rohingya in both places
were “living in misery”. “Unfortunately, since my visit we
have not seen tangible improvements for those displaced
or the few who remain in Rakhine.” The Red Cross chief
called for urgent “sustainable solutions” for “safe, dignified
and voluntary returns as soon as possible”. He said this
must include “political steps” in Myanmar and Bangladesh.

While the Rohingya exodus from western Myanmar
continues, with refugees still trickling over the border,
the United Nations and international rights groups say
conditions are not ready for their return. “It may be
decades until they can safely return to Myanmar, if
ever,” said MSF head of mission in Bangladesh Pavlo
Kolovos in a statement. Humanitarian agencies spear-
heading the relief effort in Bangladesh say just one-third
of the roughly $1 billion needed for the refugees until
March has been raised.

Calls have mounted for Myanmar’s military to be held
responsible for the campaign and the United States has
sanctioned two army brigades and several commanders
who oversaw the expulsion. In a statement ahead of the
anniversary, 132 sitting parliamentarians from five other
countries in Southeast Asia issued a statement calling for
Myanmar officials to face trial at the International
Criminal Court (ICC). The ICC is currently considering
whether it has jurisdiction in the crisis. Bangladesh is a
member of the court, but Myanmar is not. — Agencies 
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plan that speaks to both environmental ethics and
religious belief. Sorted waste collected from the pil-
grimage sites will be sold to companies that handle
recycling. All proceeds will be given to charity in
standing with the Muslim belief in “sadaqah”, or volun-
tary donations.

Workers in bright green vests made their way across
the streets and alleys, picking up soda cans and plastic
water bottles as pilgrims packed their things to return
home. Signs encouraging pilgrims to sort their waste
could be seen across the Mamuniya camp - along with
signs reading “Sadaqah, not litter.”  “The idea of an
environmentally friendly camp is really important to us,
to preserve the sanctity of the site,” said Hatem
Mumena, the camp’s general manager.  But he admits
there is still far to go, as the numbers of pilgrims attend-
ing hajj is expected to rise. Saudi Arabia hopes to wel-
come some 30 million pilgrims per year by 2030. “This
is just the beginning,” Mumena said.  — AFP

‘Green hajj’ 
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HURGHADA, Egypt: Engineers have found no fault in
the air conditioning unit or any other equipment in the
Egyptian hotel room of a British couple on holiday who
died within hours of each other, the public prosecutor
said yesterday. Tour operator Thomas Cook has moved
all its customers from the hotel in the Red Sea resort of
Hurghada after the couple died in what their daughter on
Friday called “suspicious” circumstances. The company
said it was unclear what had caused the deaths on
Tuesday of the Britons, identified as 69-year-old John
and Susan Cooper, 63, from Burnley in northern England.

Experts from the engineering faculty of Ganoub el-
Wadi University were called in to inspect the room at
the plush Steigenberger Aqua Magic Hotel, Egypt’s
public prosecutor said in a statement. “They examined
and carefully checked all devices present in the room,
especially the air-conditioning,” which British media
have said could have resulted in carbon monoxide poi-
soning through a gas leak, it said. “The committee (of
experts) documented in its report that all the appli-
ances were safe and that no leakages or any poisonous
or dangerous gases were present”. The prosecutor’s
office added that it was still awaiting the forensics’
report of samples taken from the couple.

A medical source in Hurghada told AFP that the
bodies were being kept in a local hospital and doctors
were waiting for authorization from prosecutors to
release them to relatives or UK diplomats. Investigators

from the local prosecutor’s office have already exam-
ined both bodies and the couple’s hotel room and found
nothing abnormal, a judicial source said Friday. “An (ini-
tial) autopsy found no signs of criminal violence or of a
struggle,” according to the prosecutor general’s office.
“The necessary samples were taken so laboratory tests
can be run to determine the cause of death.”

Their daughter, Kelly Ormerod, said both her par-
ents fell ill suddenly, and her father had died in his hotel
room while her mother passed away hours later in hos-
pital. “They had no illness, no stomach upset, no vomit-
ing, no illness whatsoever - they were in perfect health
when they went to bed,” she told Sky News. “I believe
something suspicious has gone on... something has
happened in that room and caused them to be taken
away from us.”

The tourism ministry has said a medical examination
showed that John Cooper “experienced an extreme
drop in the blood circulation and a sudden stop of the
heart muscle”. A security official said he died “of a
heart attack”, while the cause of his wife’s death was
reported as “halt of blood circulation and her respirato-
ry functions”. Thomas Cook said Thursday it had
received reports of “a raised level of illness” among
some of its other 300 customers at the Steigenberger.
But the hotel management told AFP there were “no
indications to support allegations of an increased inci-
dence of illness”. — AFP 
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HURGHADA, Egypt: The Steigenberger Aqua Magic hotel is seen in this Red Sea resort yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani visits the shrine of revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani called for
unity yesterday in the face of criticism from all sides of his
handling of an economic crisis and tensions with the
United States. “Now is not the time to unload our bur-
dens on to somebody else’s shoulders. We must help each
other,” Rouhani said in a televised speech at the shrine of
late revolutionary leader Ruhollah Khomeini. “The coun-
try’s problems and resisting foreigners’ conspiracies is the
responsibility of every one of us.”

With rapidly rising food prices, a dramatic currency
collapse and the reimposition of US sanctions after it
abandoned a 2015 nuclear deal, many Iranians are in a
bleak mood. Much of his electoral base among reform-
minded urbanites has lost faith in him, while working-
class areas have seen months of sporadic strikes and

protests that have occasionally turned violent. Some of
the most virulent criticism has come from the hardline
religious establishment who long opposed Rouhani’s
efforts to rebuild ties with the West.

On Aug 16, an image went viral of a protest by semi-
nary students in the shrine city of Qom, at which one
placard warned Rouhani would meet the same fate as for-
mer president Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, who was found
dead in a swimming pool last year. Rouhani sought to
play down the differences, saying: “The clerical, religious
institutions and the government are alongside each oth-
er.” But he added a typically cryptic warning: “No one
can walk into the sea and not expect to get his feet wet.”

Hardliners have been blamed for stoking economic
protests that have sometimes turned against the Islamic
system as a whole. Rouhani still has the support of
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who says he
must remain in power to avoid further disorder. But
Khamenei has also blamed government mismanagement,
rather than foreign hostility, for the current crisis. “We are
aware of people’s pain, suffering and problems and all our
efforts are geared at reducing these problems,” Rouhani
pledged. —  AFP 
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A Sri Lankan street vendor hangs kites for sale in Colombo on Friday. — AFP 


