
JAKARTA: Sohrab Moradi of Iran broke weightlifting’s
longest standing world record on his way to gold in the
men’s 94kg class at the Asian Games yesterday. Moradi
hoisted 189kg in the competition’s opening discipline to
better the snatch record set at 188kg in 1999 by
Greece’s Akakios Kakiasvilis.

Moradi, who was suspended for two years in 2013
for testing positive for banned painkiller methadone,
but returned to win Olympic gold in Rio, now has a
complete set of 94kg world records that will remain on
the books forever. After the Asian Games all the sport’s
weight classes will change ahead of the Olympic quali-
fying cycle beginning at November’s World
Championships. Moradi already owned the marks for
the clean and jerk (233kg) and total weight (417kg) in
the men’s light heavyweight division which he set at the
World Championships in Anaheim last year.

“I really wanted to break the world record as it was
the only one I didn’t have and this was my last chance,”
Moradi told AFP.  “I feel very happy to know that my
name will always remain on all the 94kg world records,”
added the man who has always claimed he is 100 per-
cent clean and has said it was a complete mystery how
the methadone got into his sample. He will now step up
to the new 96kg class. “My next goal is the World
Championships (in November) and after that to put on
a good show at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.”

‘I LOVE ALL MY FANS’ 
Moradi just failed with an attempt at 234kg which

would have bettered his own world records for the
clean and jerk and total lifts.  But he did have the con-
solation of a new Asian Games record total of 410kg-
smashing the long-standing mark of 400kg set by
Bakytbek Ahtemov of Kazakhstan in Busan 2002 —
after a clean and jerk of 221kg.

Mop-topped Qatari Fares Elbakh came second on
381kg and proved a fans’ favourite as he was surround-
ed by a huge crowd of giggling teenage girls and posed
for pictures with them after the medals ceremony.

“This is great. I love all my fans,” he beamed. “I’m hav-
ing a great time.” It was Qatar’s first weightlifting medal

of the Games and came after Iran’s other great lifter in the
competition, 85kg world record-holder Kianoush
Rostami, failed three times to clean and jerk 220kg.

Kianoush was stepping up to 94kg from 85kg for
these Games and despite lying second after the snatch
he went home without a medal, leaving Elbakh grateful.

“I expected I could win a medal but didn’t think it
would be silver,” he said, after the expected Iranian
one-two failed to materialise. Moradi said he felt sorry
for his compatriot. “We trained together and Kianoush
was with me on the podium at 85kg many times. I hope
we can both be together again in the medals at 96kg.”

Sumpradit Sarat won Thailand’s fifth weightlifting
bronze of these Games. They also won a silver in the
women’s 58kg through Srisurat Sukanya. Earlier, Rim Un
Sim blew away a quality field yesterday to win North
Korea’s sixth 2018 Asian Games weightlifting gold and
then declared her big sister would complete a glittering
family double. After kicking off the sister act by adding
the 69kg class gold to her Asian Championship and
Universiade titles, Rim said she was looking forward to
watching her sibling win the 75kg competition on
Sunday. “I am very confident about the chances of ‘Onni’
(‘big sister’) tomorrow,” the 22-year-old said of Olympic
champion Rim Jong Sim, who is three years her senior. “I
predict she will win gold also,” Rim said, after breezing to
a 13kg win over Hung Wan-ting of Taiwan.

Her cheerful demeanour chatting to reporters after
victory was light years away from her stern “game face”
during the competition. There had not been a flicker of
joy or even a wave to the crowd from Rim after her final
massive clean and jerk of 137kg gave her a huge winning
total of 246kg. But her emotions finally got the better of
her as the North Korean anthem rang around the Jakarta
International Expo arena for the sixth time in six days of
competition. The tears cascaded down her cheeks as her
country’s flag was raised and she returned to a well-worn
script to explain why. “I was thinking of the motherland
and our supreme leader Kim Jong Un,” she said.

PARAMEDICS ON STAGE 
Rim added: “My sister told me that we should give

back the love that we received from our supreme
leader. I think I contributed a little to that.” She said her
focus now is to try to emulate her sister and become an
Olympic champion. South Korea had two entries and
had harboured hopes of upsetting their neighbours
from across the heavily fortified border. But Mun Yu-ra
could only finish a disappointing third on 231kg, while
Kim Suh-yeon was fourth after appearing to pass out
dramatically during one of her lifts.

As Kim pushed the bar above her head on her sec-
ond clean and jerk attempt at 130kg she appeared to
faint and lay motionless for a moment. 

Paramedics rushed on stage but she was able to get
up and bravely returned a few minutes later to com-
plete a gritty final lift at the same weight to clinch
fourth place. Hung then showed fierce determination to
lift 130kg with her final attempt to snatch the silver
from Mun. — AFP

China groupies 
swoon for swim 
king Sun Yang
JAKARTA: He’s been labelled a “drug cheat” and
appears to revel in his reputation as swimming’s
enfant terrible-but Chinese beefcake Sun Yang is
making the sport sexy again. The mean and moody
26-year-old is followed around the world by a small
army of groupie cheerleaders who treat him like a
rock star when he strides out for his races.

He has 32 million followers on Weibo, China’s ver-
sion of Twitter, and with his hulking frame, the con-
troversial Sun is a true force of nature. To the fans
who fork out thousands of dollars to follow him,
squealing and waving banners bearing cartoon
images of the three-time Olympic champion, he’s just
a big softie-albeit a hunky one with rippling muscles.

“Sun Yang is very sexy,” 22-year-old Qu Zhiuan
told AFP at the Asian Games in Jakarta, where their
hero stormed to gold in the 200, 400, 800 and 1,500
metres freestyle.  “He has eight abdominal muscles,”
gushed the grad student, surrounded by Sun Yang
memorabilia. 

“But he’s also cute and approachable. When you
see him on TV shows, he cracks lame jokes with the
audience,” she added.  “He’s not arrogant, he greets
his fans-he even cries.”

Sun has been supported by around 80 die-hard
fans for his races in Indonesia who audibly swoon
when China’s biggest sporting idol waves in their
direction. But being a swimming groupie is an
expensive hobby-just ask investment banker Dong
Qiong, who has spent an eye-watering $15,000 on
travel and hotels since 2016.

“I never miss Sun Yang’s races, or his appearances
on TV,” said the 24-year-old, who boasts numerous
photos taken with the star swimmer and claims to
have shared a dinner with him. “I keep accounts. It’s
a painful amount of money. I think if I keep chasing
him like this, by the time he retires I will have spent
roughly the down-payment on a flat!”

Dong insists, however, that Sun is worth it. “He has
said he has to perform well because his fans spend a
lot of money and travel a long way to see him,” she
said. “He dedicates his results to us so it makes me
feel that he fights so hard partly because of his fans.”

V-SHAPED BODY 
Recent high school graduate Yang Siyuan agrees-

but admits his sex appeal helps. “One of the biggest
reasons I love Sun Yang is his spirit, although obvi-
ously he’s a hunk too,” giggled the 18-year-old. “He
has long legs and a perfect V-shaped body, but
there’s no conflict between sexy and cute,” she
insisted. “He’s a genuine guy. When Sun Yang wins
he’s happy-and I will be happy if he’s happy.” The
young women’s Jakarta hotel room is cluttered with
Sun Yang photos, stickers and flags, many signed by
the man himself. All four belong to the “official” Sun
Yang fan club, which they say has around 80,000
members, although many more exist.

One of their passionate number has followed Sun
since the 2012 London Olympics. “I began to love
this big kid who liked to cry,” said Yang Lu, who has
screamed herself hoarse in Jakarta. “It was very
inspiring. He never gives up, even when he’s injured.”

Sun competed with a fractured foot at the 2016
Rio Olympics, where he scooped gold in the 200m
free. However, he was savaged by rival swimmers
over a three-month doping ban he served a year ear-
lier for taking a medicine prescribed to treat heart
palpitations. — AFP
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Iran’s Sohrab Moradi breaks 
weightlifting’s world record

Rim wins North Korea’s sixth weightlifting gold

Japan’s Ikee eyes 
Olympic swim glory
JAKARTA: For someone carrying a nation’s hopes and
dreams on her shoulders, Japan’s teenage swim sensation
Rikako Ikee is a picture of calm. After scooping a record
six gold medals at a breakout Asian Games, the 18-year-
old knows she will come under intense pressure to deliver
at the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo.

But far from viewing her Jakarta success as a burden,
Ikee says it will spur her on. “Pressure for me is something
I thrive on,” Ikee told AFP in an interview. “There will be a
lot of Japanese fans cheering for me at the Tokyo Olympics
in my home city-maybe even some from overseas too-and
that’s going to give me great strength.”

“The more fans that come, the stronger I’ll be,” added
the record-breaker. “When it comes to swimming, I just
really hate to lose.” Ikee stormed to a historic sixth swim-
ming win in the women’s 50 metres freestyle on Friday,
becoming the first woman in any sport to snare six golds
at a single Asian Games.

Japan’s new swimming pin-up shrugged it off as “a
pretty ordinary day”, demonstrating the sort of sang-froid
that will strike fear into her rivals. “I had targeted five gold
medals so I was happy to tick that box first,” said Ikee,
who captured titles in the 50m butterfly, 100m fly, 50m
free, 100m free, 4x100m free and the 4x100m medley.

“I had some tough days last year so to come back like
this is amazing,” added Japan’s golden girl, who was dev-
astated at finishing sixth in her strongest event, the 100m
butterfly, at last year’s world championships. “My body
hurt and mentally I was at breaking point. But I tried to
hang in and find a way.” ‘All of her Jakarta titles came with
a Games record, but Ikee has loftier ambitions. “You have
to do what you have to do to win races but some of those

times weren’t special,” she shrugged. “I can definitely swim
faster. But going through this kind of experience will give
me extra motivation to improve.”

Ikee grabbed the headlines from Chinese superstar Sun
Yang in a superb meet in which she finished with eight
medals in total, a haul previously achieved only by North
Korean shooter So Gin Man in 1982.

“It gives me confidence knowing I can beat my Asian
rivals, it’s a big step in the right direction,” she said.

“Now the plan is to become a world champion.” Ikee
admits, however, that it could take a world record to
achieve her goals. “I haven’t swum under 56 seconds yet
so I’m still a little way off,” she said, pointing to Sarah
Sjostrom’s world best of 55.48 in the 100m butterfly. “But
to win gold at the Olympics I might have to break a world
record,” added Ikee, who clocked 56.08 to win the Pan
Pacific title earlier this month. “I have to get closer to
Sarah’s record for sure.” — AFP

JAKARTA: Sohrab Moradi of Iran performs a lift to break the world record in the men’s 94kg class weightlifting
event at the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: (L-R) Silver medallist China’s Liu Xiang, gold medallist Japan’s Rikako Ikee and bronze medallist
China’s Wu Qingfeng celebrate during the victory ceremony for the women’s 50m freestyle swimming event
during the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta. — AFP

Unified Korea win 
breakthrough medal 
in dragon boat race
PALEMBANG: The unified Korean team tasted their first
success at a multi-sport event when their canoeing team
won the bronze medal in women’s 200 metre dragon boat
racing at the Asian Games yesterday.

The crew clocked 56.851 seconds to finish third behind
China and hosts Indonesia at the Jakabaring Rowing and
Canoeing Regatta Course in Palembang, which is co-host-
ing the Games along with the Indonesia capital of Jakarta.

The team in the final comprised eight canoeists from
North Korea and four from South. The medal was awarded
to Korea, not North or South Korea. A unified Korean
team also competed at this year’s Winter Olympic Games
in Pyeongchang. “In the first place, we weren’t sure if this
unified team would be formed, but I’m so happy that we
won the bronze medal in the end,” captain Kim Hyeon-hee
was quoted as saying by Yonhap news agency.

“It’s a pity that we were not able to win gold, but we’ll
do our best to do better in the 500m race,” said the South
Korean. The Koreas marched together under a common
flag at the opening ceremony and they have fielded joint
teams in women’s basketball, rowing and canoeing.

“While others prepared for years, we just had 20 days,”
team drummer To Myong-suk said. “This is a result that
showed the bravery and wisdom of Korean people by
combining our hearts and goals,” added the North Korean.

Joint Korean teams will be in action in men’s and
women’s 500m dragon boat racing today. It was China’s
fourth gold in traditional boat racing and the trio of Song
Yanbing, Liang Liping and Huang Yi have been part of the
winning team each time. It was Indonesia’s fourth succes-
sive silver in women’s traditional boat racing. — Reuters

By a whisker! Cat, 
controversy at Asian 
Games athletics
JAKARTA: Marathon winner Hiroto Inoue was accused of
pushing his way to victory and a feline invader was spot-
ted on the track as the Asian Games athletics competition
opened in chaotic fashion yesterday.

Bahrain’s Elhassan Elabbassi accused Inoue of shunt-
ing him when they tangled during a dramatic sprint fin-
ish-which the Japanese runner won by a whisker. But
race officials rejected complaints from both athletes and
allowed Inoue’s win, in a time of 2 hours, 17 minutes and
22 seconds, to stand.

It followed an unusual opening to the race in tropical
Jakarta as organisers ordered athletes to run to the start
line, apparently because they were late. “We were all
walking down and they were like ‘Run! Run for the
start!’” said Tony Payne of Thailand. “It was pretty hectic.
They made us run an extra warm-up!”

Inoue’s winning time was the slowest at an Asian
Games since 1982 in New Delhi, as the runners struggled
with Jakarta’s baking heat and stifling humidity despite a
6.00am start.

Duo Bujie, a Chinese athlete from Tibet who took to
marathon running after a childhood spent herding yaks,
finished 26 seconds further back to take bronze.

Later China’s Su Bingtian, who shares Asia’s 100 metres
record, sailed into the semi-finals ahead of an expected
attempt at a new mark. Su’s 10.27sec was enough to win
his heat but only the seventh-fastest time overall, and way
off the 9.91 he clocked in June to equal Femi Ogunode’s
Asian mark.

“There are many races later, so for me, this one does
not need to be the best,” said Su. “For me, I just need to
have my normal performance, should not think too much,”

he added. China continued its dominance of the women’s
hammer, claiming both gold and silver for the fifth consec-
utive Asian Games-a record stretching back to the sport’s
introduction. Daria Maslova won Kyrgyzstan’s first ever
track medal at the regional Olympics, storming home in the
women’s 10,000m with a time of 32:07.23. But the crowd’s
loudest cheer of the night was for homegrown teenage
sprinter Lalu Zohri’s victory in his 100m heat. The rags-to-
riches story of world junior 100m champion Lalu-who
hails from earthquake-struck northern Lombok, and grew
up in a bamboo shack-has won hearts across Indonesia.

In the final medal event of the day, Tajinderpal Singh
Toor claimed India’s ninth-ever gold in the men’s shot put,
but their first since 2002.

Most seats remained empty in the morning session, but
by the evening thousands of boisterous Indonesians had
packed into one end of the stadium. They were able to wit-
ness an unusual sight when a stray cat trotted along the
track and onto the infield during the women’s 100m hur-
dles heats. — AFP

JAKARTA: Gold medallist India’s Tajinderpal Toor cele-
brates during the victory ceremony for the men’s shot put
athletics event during the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta
yesterday. — AFP


