
LONDON: Arsenal won for the first time under new manager
Unai Emery as they came from behind to clinch a 3-1 victory
against West Ham yesterday. Emery’s side had lost the first
two games of the post-Arsene Wenger era against
Manchester City and Chelsea in the club’s worst start to a
Premier League campaign since 1992.

They were on the verge of more unwanted history after
Marko Arnautovic gave West Ham a surprise lead at the
Emirates Stadium. A defeat would have made this the first
Arsenal side to lose their opening three fixtures for 54 years.
But, while Emery’s team were dismal in defence, they pos-
sessed just enough attacking quality to stage a much-needed
fightback. Nacho Monreal equalised before half-time and West
Ham defender Issa Diop deflected influential substitute
Alexandre Lacazette’s shot after the interval.

Danny Welbeck came off the bench to wrap up the points in
stoppage-time. Emery was relieved to see Arsenal finally get
points on the board, but their inconsistent performance sug-
gests the former Paris Saint Germain boss still has much to
work on as he aims to restore his new club to the top four after
last season’s sixth place finish.

West Ham’s third successive defeat under new manager
Manuel Pellegrini makes it the worst start by a Hammers boss
since Avram Grant lost his opening four league games of the
2010-11 season. Pellegrini’s side sit bottom of the table and
have only themselves to blame after wasting several chances
to seize control. Arsenal were without Mesut Ozil, who was
reported to be suffering from the flu after missing training on
Friday, but the German midfielder’s absence couldn’t be
blamed for his team’s erratic efforts at the back. There was an
early warning for the creaky Arsenal defence as Hammers cap-
tain Arnautovic fired into the side-netting.

Pellegrini’s men snatched the lead with a 25th minute goal
that showed Emery hasn’t curled the defensive woes that ailed
Arsenal in last years of the Wenger era. When Felipe Anderson

took possession in midfield, he was able to advanced
unchecked towards the Arsenal penalty area, where he fed a
pass into Arnautovic. Aided by the lethargic reaction of
Arsenal defenders Shkodran Mustafi and Sokratis
Papastathopoulos, Arnautovic had time and space to drill a low
drive past Petr Cech from the edge of the area.

REVITALISED 
Jolted into action by that shock setback, Arsenal were level

within five minutes. Hector Bellerin’s dashes forward from
right-back were causing West Ham defender Arthur Masuaku
all kinds of problems and the Spaniard was the catalyst for
Arsenal’s equaliser an the climax of a fine 17-pass move.
Breaking onto Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s pass down the right flank,
Bellerin whipped over a cross that ran through to Monreal at
the far post, where the left-back lashed home from close-range.
Emery admitted this week that Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
has been suffering from a confidence crisis after the Arsenal
striker failed to score in the opening two games. Aubameyang
was subdued again, the Gabon international threatening just
once from long-range, and when Alexandre Lacazette came on
to play alongside at half-time, the French forward immediately
looked more dangerous than his team-mate.

Benefitting from more astonishingly slack defending,
Robert Snodgrass should have put West Ham ahead when he
ran clear on goal, but the midfielder let Arsenal off the hook
with a tame effort. Crucially, Arnautovic squandered two
chances to restore West Ham’s lead with sloppy finishes early
in the second half. Lacazette’s introduction had revitalised
Arsenal and he drew a good stop from Lukasz Fabianski with
a stinging strike. Arsenal’s pressure was rewarded in the 70th
minute when Lacazette controlled well on his chest and swiv-
elled for a shot that cannoned off Diop and into his own net.
Arsenal finished well on top and Welbeck tapped in from
Bellerin’s pass with the Hammers defence in tatters. — AFP
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Emery gets first win as Arsenal 
battle back against West Ham

West Ham’s third successive defeat under new manager Pellegrini

LONDON: Arsenal’s Greek defender Sokratis Papastathopoulos (R) challenges West Ham United’s Mexican strik-
er Javier Hernandez (L) during the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and West Ham
United at the Emirates Stadium in London yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Watford v Crystal Palace 15:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Newcastle United v Chelsea 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Fulham v Burnley 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 9

SPANISH LEAGUE
RCD Espanyol v Valencia 19:15
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Sevilla v Villarreal 21:15
beIN SPORTS HD 7
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR
Girona v Real Madrid 23:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
spal v Parma Calcio 1913 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
beIN SPORTS MAX 4 FR
Fiorentina v Chievo Verona 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 8
beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR
Internazionale Milano v Torino 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Udinese Calcio v Sampdoria 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 1
beIN SPORTS MAX 5 FR
Genoa CFC v Empoli 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 9
beIN SPORTS MAX 8 FR
Cagliari Calcio v Sassuolo Calcio 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 12 EN
beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR
Frosinone Calcio v Bologna FC 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 13 EN
beIN SPORTS MAX 7 FR

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
FSV Mainz 05 v VfB Stuttgart 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Borussia Dortmund v RB Leipzig 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR

FRENCH LEAGUE
LOSC Lille v EA Guingamp 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR
Girondins de Bordeaux v AS Monaco 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR
Olympique Marseille v Stade Rennais 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

Schalke crash 
at Wolfsburg 
amid VAR chaos
BERLIN: A dramatic late Daniel Ginczek goal sealed
Wolfsburg’s shock 2-1 win over Schalke yesterday as
video assistant referee (VAR) interventions dominated
the opening weekend of the Bundesliga season.

After Nabil Bentaleb’s penalty cancelled out
Wolfsburg’s first-half goal by US defender John
Anthony Brook, Ginzcek sealed a dramatic win by

sweeping home the 94th-minute winner. However, the
game was dominated by chaotic scenes midway
through the second-half at Wolfsburg’s Volkswagen
Arena as VAR interventions led to a flurry of card
reversals. Schalke were reduced to 10 men when
defender Matija Nastasic was sent off for going in
studs up on Wolfsburg’s Dutch striker Wout Weghorst
on 66 minutes. A VAR ruling meant the yellow card he
was initially shown was upgraded to a red by referee
Patrick Ittrich.

Weghorst was then sent off moments later for barg-
ing Schalke forward Guido Burgstaller. However, his red
card was downgraded to a yellow after the video assis-
tant spotted that Burgstaller, who was subsequently
booked, had shoved the Dutchman over in the penalty

area. VAR chaos in Wolfsburg comes after defending
champions Bayern Munich beat Hoffenheim 3-1 on
Friday with the help of a controversial penalty despite
the referee consulting VAR. Wolfsburg took the lead
when Maximilian Arnold’s corner drifted to the back
post and was headed into the top corner by burly cen-
tre-back Brooks on 33 minutes.

The American defender then gave away a late penal-
ty for a kick on Schalke’s Swiss striker Breel Embolo.
Ex-Tottenham Hotspur midfielder Bentaleb, who had
just come off the bench, fired home the 85th-minute
spot kick before Ginczek struck. 

Elsewhere, Nuremberg suffered a 1-0 defeat at
Hertha Berlin on their return to the Bundesliga after a
four-year absence. Hertha captain Vedad Ibisevic

slammed home the first-half winner at Berlin’s
Olympic Stadium.Eintracht Frankfurt, under new
coach Adi Huetter, made up for their shock German
Cup defeat to fourth-tier minnows Ulm last weekend
with a 2-0 win at Freiburg as strikers Nicolai Mueller
and Sebastien Haller scored. Werder Bremen were
held to a 1-1 draw at home to Hanover 96 with Hendrik
Weydandt’s goal for the visitors cancelled out by a
late header by Bremen’s Czech defender Theodor
Gebre Selassie.

Augsburg enjoyed a 2-1 come-back win at newly-
promoted Fortuna Duesseldorf thanks to Andre Hahn’s
late header after Austria defender Martin Hinteregger
levelled following Benito Raman’s first-half goal for
the hosts. — AFP

Leeds top Championship
table as Bolton slip up
LONDON: Leeds stormed back to the top of the
Championship yesterday, leapfrogging local rivals
Middlesbrough with a 3-0 victory against Norwich. The
Canaries have painted the away dressing room pink in the
hope of lowering the testosterone levels of their opponents
but the ploy failed to deter Marcelo Bielsa’s men as two
first-half goals in six minutes swept them clear.

Mateusz Klich and Ezgjan Alioski pounced to reward
Leeds’ early dominance before the outstanding Pablo
Hernandez added a third in the 67th minute following some
individual wizardry from the Spanish playmaker.

United were vulnerable in defence at times but were
unstoppable in attack against an overwhelmed Norwich.
Bolton lost ground in the title race after slipping to their
first defeat of the season as Sheffield United emerged 3-0
winners at the University of Bolton Stadium.

Mark Duffy, Kieron Freeman and John Fleck were on
target in a victory as comprehensive as the scoreline sug-
gests. Under-pressure QPR boss Steve McClaren was
thrown a lifeline with a 1-0 victory over Wigan at Loftus
Road. Tomer Hemed’s first-half goal secured Rangers’ first
points of the season following a run of four straight defeats
that had rooted them to the foot of the table. Sam Baldock
salvaged a point against Aston Villa after his injury-time
penalty secured an unexpected 1-1 draw for Reading.

Villa lost playmaker Jack Grealish to a first-half injury
but that did not prevent them from opening the scoring

through Ahmed Elmohamady and they looked comfortable
until Baldock intervened.

Brentford dropped out of the play-off places after
Kasey Palmer gave Blackburn a 1-0 victory at Ewood Park.
Derby surged up the table after strikes from Mason Mount
and Richard Keogh completed a 2-0 win against strug-
gling Preston.

Lucas Joao plundered the opener and winner as
Sheffield Wednesday overcame Ipswich 2-1.  Stoke
claimed their first win of the season after James McClean
scored and Mame Biram Diouf’s effort looped into the bot-
tom corner after deflecting off Tigers defender Jordy de
Wijs for a 2-0 victory.

Andreas Weimann found the net after 31 seconds but
that was the only goal as Bristol City prevailed 1-0 at
Swansea. — AFP

Brazil’s tainted 
former soccer chiefs 
enjoy safe haven
SAO PAULO: When the former boss of Brazilian football
was arrested in Zurich in a 2015 graft case that would
see him sentenced to prison, his successor in the job did-
n’t lose a minute - he got on the first plane to Rio de
Janeiro and didn’t look back.

That was three years ago, and since then Marco Polo
Del Nero has seen FIFA’s top brass toppled in a scandal
that has disgraced the world’s biggest sport, including
ex-Brazil football chief Jose Maria Marin who was sen-
tenced in New York on Wednesday to four years in
prison for taking $6.6 million in bribes.

Del Nero, former head of the Brazilian Football
Confederation, is wanted for trial in the same case and in
April received a life ban from FIFA. But in his native
Brazil, Del Nero is safe from extradition, which is only
permitted in narco-trafficking cases. Also sheltering here
is Ricardo Teixeira, who likewise headed the Brazilian
Football Confederation-in his case for 23 years-and
stands accused in the same bribery case.

Both were accused by US authorities in December
2015. By then, though, they were safely in their Rio resi-
dences. Their homes echo the years when Del Nero and
Teixeira were allegedly milking the system by taking
bribes from sports marketing companies in exchange for
broadcast contracts at major soccer tournaments. That
was a period when the duo, now in their 70s, lived rock
star lives, surrounded by models, yachts, and the trap-
pings of stardom. Today they continue to enjoy the high
life even though they cannot travel for fear of arrest.
“They avoid showing themselves, but in no way have
they lost the standard of living they used to have,” said
Brazilian Juca Kfouri, who has written about his coun-
try’s scandal-ridden football chiefs for years.

Teixeira had already stepped aside when the bribery
case broke, abruptly leaving the Brazilian confederation
three years earlier under a cloud of scandals and no
longer protected by his ex-father in law, the late former
FIFA president Joao Havelange.

In his place came Marin, and then in 2015 Del Nero.
Neither the arrest of Marin, nor his eventual trial, nor
even a Brazilian Senate probe headed by ex-footballer
Romario could derail Del Nero. He has too many power-
ful friends in Brazil’s establishment. — AFP

Bayern star Coman 
‘out for weeks’ after 
second ankle injury 
BERLIN: France winger Kingsley Coman faces another
lengthy spell on the sidelines after tearing ligaments in his
left ankle for the second time this year during Bayern
Munich’s win on the opening weekend of the new
Bundesliga season.

Bayern have confirmed that the 22-year-old needs sur-
gery after suffering a fresh injury in a foul during the first
half of Friday’s 3-1 home victory against Hoffenheim.
Bayern expect him to be out for “several weeks”. Coman
has suffered the same injury that sidelined him from
February to May, an absence which cost him a place in
France’s World Cup-winning squad.

“Of course we are very sad that Kingsley has suffered
the same injury as before,” said Bayern head coach Niko
Kovac after yesterday’s training session. “Fingers crossed
that the operation goes well, so that he can come back
quickly and can play Bundesliga football again.”

It is a bitterly disappointing setback for Coman, who
impressed Kovac enough to win a place in the starting
line-up ahead of Arjen Robben. “It’s bitter news and obvi-
ously hurt a lot-I was shocked,” said Bayern defender
Joshua Kimmich, who was near Coman when he was
fouled by Hoffenheim’s Nico Schulz.

“‘King’ had played really well up until that point.”
Coman’s injury means Kovac is reduced to three wingers-
veterans Franck Ribery, 35, and Robben, 34, plus 23-year-
old Serge Gnabry, who currently has a thigh strain. Robben
and Ribery both have contracts only until the end of the
season. Robben, who came on for Coman and scored
Bayern’s third goal as well as having a goal disallowed, was
“hugely disappointed” at starting on the bench, but
Coman’s injury means he is sure to get more game time.

“I wasn’t happy-even if I am 34,” said the Dutchman.
“After seven weeks of hard preparation, and I really gave
my all in pre-season, you want to be there at the start.
“When you come in, you have to show it,” he added.

Kovac already had to leave out a host of big names.
Germany internationals Mats Hummels, Leon Goretzka and
Colombia star James Rodriguez started on the bench.
Corentin Tolisso, a World Cup winner with France, and
want-away Germany midfielder Sebastian Rudy did not
even make the matchday squad. — AFP

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s French forward Kingsley Coman (r) is fouled by Hoffenheim’s Bosnian defender Ermin
Bicakcic during the German first division Bundesliga football match FC Bayern Munich v TSG 1899 Hoffenheim
at the Allianz Arena in Munich, southern Germany on Friday. — AFP


