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City fight back for 1-1 draw at Wolves

WOLVERHAMPTON: Manchester City had
to battle back from behind to earn a 1-1 draw
against Premier League newcomers
Wolverhampton Wanderers who ruined the
champions’ 100 percent record and gave them
a real test at Molineux yesterday.

Last season’s Championship winners
showed no inferiority complex as defender
Willy Boly put them ahead with a controver-
sial 57th-minute diving header which TV
replays showed may have been offside and
actually went in off his arm.

City, who had largely controlled proceed-

ings but were vulnerable to Wolves’ bold
counter-attacks, equalised with Aymeric
Laporte’s first goal for the club, a header from
Ilkay Gundogan’s free kick, 12 minutes later.

In a high-quality game, City, who have sev-
en points from three matches, hit the post twice
in the first half, through Sergio Aguero and
Raheem Sterling, and the in-form Argentine
Aguero also struck the bar with a superb free
kick in the dying seconds. Though the champi-
ons, who had won their first two games of the
season in handsome fashion, will be frustrated
at their dominance not being rewarded, Wolves

deserved their second league point and never
stopped striving for a late winner. “It was a
good game. We created enough chances to win
the game but it is a good point,” City manager
Pep Guardiola told Sky Sports. “Wolves
deserve credit, of course. We play at the same
level as we did last season. We tried but we will
improve because defensively we were not solid
like we normally are.”

On Boly’s handball goal, and whether the
introduction of a video assistant referee
would have ruled it out, Guardiola shrugged:
“It is none of my business. The Premier

League will decide when they decide that
VAR will be here.” Wolves had been impres-
sive from the start and midway through the
first half, Raul Jimenez’s strike looked to have
put them ahead only for the goal to be ruled
out for a narrow offside.

That prompted an instant City response,
Aguero’s snap shot hitting the post before
Sterling’s thunderous effort was tipped at full
stretch on to the woodwork by a brilliant Rui
Patricio save. The Wolves goal may have had a
fortunate ending but it was set up superbly
from Joao Moutinho’s pinpoint cross and City’s

response was that of champions. They could
have gone ahead from a point-blank Gabriel
Jesus header that again forced fine work from
Rui Patricio and felt a foul on David Silva
should have drawn a penalty. “A lot of people
are going to drop points here. They deserved
the point,” City defender Kyle Walker said.

Wolves manager Nuno Espirito Santo
demanded that his players remain “hum-
ble”  a f ter  the i r  exce l lent  resu l t . “We
played in the shape and style we believe
in. It’s an identity you want to create,” he
said. — Reuters

Champions equalise with Aymeric Laporte’s header

WOLVERHAMPTON: Wolverhampton Wanderers’ French defender Willy Boly (L) tackles Manchester City’s Portuguese midfielder Bernardo Silva (2L) during the English Premier League football match between Wolverhampton
Wanderers and Manchester City at the Molineux stadium in Wolverhampton, central England yesterday. — AFP

Ronaldo makes 
winning home
debut as Juventus
beat Lazio
TURIN: Cristiano Ronaldo made a winning
home debut for Italian champions Juventus
with Miralem Pjanic and Mario Mandzukic
scoring in a 2-0 win over Lazio yesterday.
Ronaldo, 33, played a role in Mandzukic’s sec-
ond goal of the night on 75 minutes after
Pjanic put the hosts in front at the Allianz
Stadium.

The five-time Ballon d’Or winner joined the
Serie A champions from Real Madrid on July
10 in a 100-million-euro deal but has yet to
score his first competitive goal. Juve have now
won their opening two games after last week-
end’s 3-2 success against Chievo in Verona.

Lazio-fifth last season in Serie A-have had
their worst start to the season in over a
decade following last weekend’s 2-1 defeat at
home against Napoli. In the first home game
for the seven-time defending champions, Paulo
Dybala and Douglas Costa started on the
bench, with coach Massimiliano Allegri opting
for Federico Bernardeschi and Mandzukic to
spearhead the frontline with Ronaldo.

Simone Inzaghi’s Lazio had ended
Juventus’s two-year unbeaten home Serie A
run last year, but apart from a Luis Alberto
shot after an hour they failed to threaten.
Germany international Sami Khedira rattled
the woodwork after 19 minutes for the home
side, with Lazio goalkeeper Thomas Strakosha
diving to keep out a Bernardeschi angled
drive. But the hosts broke through on the half-
hour when Mandzukic knocked down a cross
for Pjanic to power a half-volley into the cor-
ner. Lazio’s Marco Parolo missed a chance to
equalise when his header flew over the bar
just before the break.

Ronaldo came close after 63 minutes but
headed just wide after connecting with a Joao
Cancelo cross and again threatened on 71
minutes but Strakosha tipped over. Cancelo
then set up Ronaldo for what looked destined
to be his first goal for his new club, but the
Portuguese star failed to control the ball in
front of goal and Mandzukic fired home.

It was the first time that Ronaldo has not
scored at the Allianz Stadium, having found
the net three times for Real Madrid against the
Italians. Ronaldo’s next chance for his first
goal will come against promoted Parma next
Saturday. Meanwhile, Carlo Ancelotti faces an
emotional home debut as Napoli coach
against old club AC Milan later. Ancelotti
spent most of his career at AC Milan with the
59-year-old winning three Serie A and four
European titles as a player and coach with the
northern giants. — AFP

Salah strike 
sinks Brighton, 
sends Liverpool 
to top spot
LIVERPOOL: Mohammed Salah’s 23rd-
minute strike was enough to earn Liverpool
a 1-0 win over a dogged Brighton and Hove
Albion and give them an early top spot in
the Premier League with three wins out of
three. Juergen Klopp’s side made a strong
start, and Brighton’s Australian keeper
Mathew Ryan did well to keep out a
Roberto Firmino header before Trent
Alexander-Arnold rattled the crossbar with
a 15th-minute free kick.

The breakthrough came when James
Milner robbed Yves Bissouma as Brighton
tried to play the ball out from the back and
a quick exchange of passes from Sadio
Mane and Firmino ended with a clinical fin-
ish from Salah, last season’s top scorer with
32 league goals.

Brighton, who beat Manchester United
last week, defended with determination,
frustrating Liverpool but creating little until
a Pascal Gross header in the 88th minute
forced a good save out Liverpool keeper
Alisson Becker. — Reuters

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s English midfielder James Milner (C) controls the
ball during the English Premier League football match between
Liverpool and Brighton and Hove Albion at Anfield in Liverpool, north
west England yesterday. — AFP


