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The cast of Disney’s live-action ‘Aladdin’ were report-
edly recalled to London earlier this month for
reshoots. The Guy Ritchie-directed film was supposed

to finish shooting in January, but movie executives at Disney
decided to ask for more shoots after they were unimpressed
by an early cut of the film. An insider told The Sun newspa-
per: “Disney wasn’t massively impressed with the first draft
and had its cast return to London to reshoot parts of the
movie. “They are eager for it to do as well as last year’s
‘Beauty & The Beast’, which made £1 billion at the box
office.” The studio bosses also called for more non-white
actors to star in the movie, following criticism that white

actors were using make-up to look more Middle Eastern.
The source added: “They want it to be respectful and feel
authentic, so they cast more Middle Eastern extras for
crowd scenes.  “Will Smith also came back for the reshoots
because they decided to expand his role as the Genie. “Now
they are a lot more ≠confident with what they have.” The
live-action movie - which stars Canadian actor Mena
Massoud as Aladdin and Naomi Scott as Princess Jasmine -
is scheduled for release in May 2019. Despite being one of
the film industry’s best-known directors, Guy’s two most
recent efforts - ‘King Arthur’ and ‘The Man From U.N.C.L.E.’
- have both failed to turn a profit.

Aladdin cast recalled 
for reshoots?

Avicii’s family have turned his website into a digi-
tal memorial.  The 28-year-old DJ - whose real
name was Tim Bergling - died by suicide on

April 20 and his family have asked his fans to join with
them in keeping his memory and legacy alive through
his website Avicii.com. A message on the website
reads: “Tim created music that brought people togeth-
er with timeless memories from all over the world. We
created this space so you could share your memories
with us and let the world know what Avicii meant to
you. His music and your memories are forever.” Fans
have been invited to share their personal stories of
how the DJ touched their lives. Meanwhile, it was
recently revealed that a posthumous Avicii track fea-
turing Chris Martin called ‘Heaven’ will be released.
Avicii’s long-time collaborator, Carl Falk, revealed last
month that he’s working on a number of unreleased
songs by the ‘Wake Me Up’ hitmaker, including one
with the Coldplay frontman. The mixing process has
been “emotional” for the studio wizard, who misses
having his late pal with him “doubting ever little detail”
of his work. Alongside a picture of the mix on his com-
puter, Carl wrote on Instagram: “Yesterday was a
strange and emotional day in many ways trying to fin-
ishing these songs. It’s not the same producing without
you by my side. I miss you hanging over my shoulder
doubting every little thing and detail in the song.
#avicii #heaven (sic)” Swedish site Aftonbladet previ-
ously reported that the EDM star left behind nearly
200 tracks when he passed away. According to a
source, Avicii’s family met with the star’s record label,
Geffen Records, to discuss the possibility of releasing
a record of unreleased material. Commenting on the
songs, Geffen manager Neil Jacobs said: “It was hon-
estly Avicii’s best music for many years.” If an album is
released, it will be the first since 2015’s ‘Stories’. Avicii
retired from performing in 2016 citing health issues as
his reason for calling time on his shows. He had been
battling with acute pancreatitis - which is a potentially
life-threatening inflammation of the pancreas - due in
part to excessive alcohol consumption, and had his
gallbladder and appendix removed in 2014.

Big Trouble in 
Little China ‘will be
a continuation of 

original movie’ 

Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson’s upcoming ‘Big Trouble in
Little China’ will be a continuation rather than a
remake of the 1986 original. The 46-year-old actor

has been attached to the project since 2015 and while some
fans of the original movie were fearful about the prospect of
a remake, it’s now been confirmed that won’t actually be the
case. Hiram Garcia, the president of production at Seven
Bucks Productions and one of the producers on ‘Big Trouble
in Little China’, told Collider: “There’s a lot of things going
on with [‘Big Trouble in Little China’].  “We are in the
process of developing that, and let me tell you, the idea is
not to actually remake ‘Big Trouble in Little China’. You can’t
remake a classic like that, so what we’re planning to do is
we’re going to continue the story.” The original movie fea-
tured Kurt Russell in the role of a truck driver called Jack
Burton who becomes involved with an unusual conflict in
San Francisco’s Chinatown.  Hiram explained where the
upcoming film will fit in the context of the first movie. He
said: “We’re going to continue the universe of ‘Big Trouble in
Little China’. Everything that happened in the original exists
and is standalone and I think there’s only one person that
could ever play Jack Burton, so Dwayne would never try and
play that character. So we are just having a lot of fun.
“We’re actually in a really great space with the story that
we’ve cracked. But yeah, no remake. It is a continuation, and
we are deep into development on that as well, and I think
you’ll start hearing some things about that probably soon.”

Mariah Carey is ready to bare her soul in her new
music.  The 48-year-old singer - who has
announced plans to extend her Las Vegas resi-

dency ‘The Butterfly Returns’ into 2019 - is currently
working on new music and says it will cover the whole
range of emotions she has been feeling. She told PEOPLE:
“I’ve been working on my new album for a while. This is a
labour of love and I’m really excited. This is me at this
moment in my life being able to express myself as a writer
and a singer. I’m just really in a good place. “My fans just
want to hear me express myself and speak from the heart
and sing from the heart. Some of the record is lighthearted
and fun, and some [songs] I really went deep in terms of
the lyrical content. There’s a nice cross-section of things.”
Mariah is also excited about changing up the setlist of her

residency to surprise her fans. She said: “I’ve been loving it
so much. A lot of the fans who have come out to see it were
really happy having a little more diversity. I want to make it
really impromptu and surprise the people who have come
out again and again to see the show.” Mariah’s ‘Butterfly
Returns’ Las Vegas residency shows, opened at The
Colosseum at Caesars Palace in July and was originally set
to finish in September. However, she has now added five
new dates in February for her fans.  Meanwhile, Mariah
previously revealed she is thrilled to be back in the record-
ing studio. She said: “It’s really nice writing and collaborat-
ing. Writing is the best part of the process. “Most people
may love performing more - I’m not saying I don’t - but I
love being in the lab and working on new material and
pouring my heart into it.”

Cary Fukunaga says he was 
ditched for It due to studio fears 

Cary Fukunaga thinks he was
ditched as the director of ‘It’
because the studio feared he

would go rogue. The 41-year-old
filmmaker wrote the script for the
2017 horror movie and he was also
set to direct the project, but he exit-
ed the movie two weeks before film-
ing began and Andy Muschietti was
instead drafted in. He reflected: “I
think it was fear on their part, that
they couldn’t control me.” Asked
whether the studio’s perception of
him was accurate, Cary told GQ
magazine: “No, they thought they
couldn’t control me. I would have
been a total collaborator.  “That was
the kind of ridiculous part. It was
just more a perception. I have never

seen a note. No way. It’s always
been a conversation.” Cary said that
contrary to popular perception, he’s
actually open to compromise and
has been wiling to make sweeping
changes to some of his earlier proj-
ects. The director - who helmed the
2015 war drama ‘Beasts  of  No
Nation’, which starred Idris Elba -
said: “I don’t think I’ve ever been
able to make something uncompro-
mising. Like, someone commented
on ‘Beasts’, ‘Oh, how did it feel to
make a movie that’s uncompromis-
ing?’  “Like, uncompromising? I
had to rewrite my entire third act
‘cause we didn’t have the money to
finish the film. We compromise all
over the place.”

Lauryn Hill 
hits back at claims

she stole music 

Lauryn Hill has defended herself against claims she
stole music for her album ‘The Miseducation of
Lauryn Hill.  The 43-year-old star took to Medium to

pen a lengthy essay defending herself after jazz musician
Robert Glasper claimed earlier this month that Lauryn had
“stolen all of [his] friends’ music” during the making of the
1998 record. In 2001, Lauryn settled a lawsuit with four
musicians from the album who claimed they had been denied
writing credits. In her essay, she wrote: “I apologise for the
delay in getting this posted, I was late in hearing about it. I
understand this is long, but my last interview was over a
decade ago. “The Miseducation was the first time I worked
with musicians outside of the Fugees [whose] report and
working relationship was clear. In an effort to create the
same level of comfort, I may not have established the neces-
sary boundaries and may have been more inviting than I
should have been. “In hindsight, I would have handled it dif-
ferently for the removal of any confusion. And I have han-
dled it differently since, I’m clear and I make clear before
someone walks in the door what I am and am not looking
for. I may have been inclusive, but these are my songs.” She
also refuted Glasper’s allegations that she was difficult to
work with and she cut musicians’ pay when she was dis-
pleased with them. Lauryn wrote: “Don’t have the details or
recollection of cutting the band’s pay in half. If fees had been
negotiated and confirmed without my knowledge, I may
have asked for them to be adjusted. But I would never just
cut a musician’s pay arbitrarily unless I had a legitimate rea-
son. There are artists who do cut pay though, James Brown
was notorious for docking musicians if they did something
he didn’t like, I’m sure there are others. “Men often can say ‘I
want it done like this’ and not be challenged. The same rules
don’t always apply for women who may be met with resist-
ance. When this happens you replace that player with some-
one who respects you and the office you hold.”

Ellie Goulding looks set to collaborate with
Disciples. The dance production duo - com-
prised of Nathan Vincent Duvall, Gavin Koolmon

and Luke McDermott - have revealed they met the
‘Still Falling For You’ hitmaker at a festival and have
been discussing working on a song together via email.
Nathan told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre column:
“We met last month. I went up to her and said, ‘We
should do something’ and she went, ‘Yeah, take my
details’.  “There have been emails .?.?. ?there are
things in the pipeline.” It appears Ellie could be head-
ing in a dance direction, as producer Jax Jones recent-
ly revealed he’s been in the studio with the pop star.
The ‘You Don’t Know
Me’ hitmaker enjoyed
the writing sessions
they had and was even
given lessons on pro-
tecting the planet dur-
ing their time together,
as Ellie is a Global
Goodwill Ambassador
for UN Environment.
Jax recently BANG
Showbiz: “I’ve been
learning more about
the environment from
Ellie Goulding. “We did
a session and she has
been teaching me all
about global warming.
“She has taught me a
lot about the work she
does for the UN and
humanitarian stuff. “I can now say it has become more
of a passion.” Jax doesn’t know whether the stuff
they’ve been working on will feature on Ellie’s long-
awaited follow-up to 2015’s ‘Delirium’ though. He said:
“We were in the studio together. We are writing and
seeing how it goes. “She is a great person to work
with. “We are just writing songs, whether it will be for
her album or for me, we will just see what happens at
the end.” Ellie - who recently got engaged to art deal-
er Caspar Jopling - released just one song last year,
‘First Time’, which she recorded with tropical house
DJ Kygo. But the 31-year-old star took to her
Instagram account earlier this year, to let fans know
she’ll be unveiling fresh tracks in the next 12 months.
Accompanying a funny video of a man frantically
playing a piano complete with multiple instruments,
she wrote: “Me in the studio after two vodkas #EG4
#ComingForYou2018 (sic)” The ‘On My Mind’ hitmak-
er has been writing and recording her fourth album in
London, but admitted last year it had been a slow
process. She previously said: “I’ve been writing my
fourth album, which is quite insane to think that I’m on
my fourth album, at this point. It’s been coming
together slowly. I’m writing a lot in London in a studio
so watch this space.”


