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Screen legend 
Judi Dench

to get honorary award in Spain

British screen legend Judi Dench, best known for her role as M in
James Bond films, will receive a lifetime achievement award at
Spain’s famous San Sebastian film festival, organizers said yester-

day. The 83-year-old actress who won an Oscar in 1999 for her role as
Queen Elizabeth I in “Shakespeare in Love” will get the Donostia
Award on September 25, they said. Dench, a veteran star of the stage
and screen, made her cinema debut in 1964 and has worked with direc-
tors as varied as Stephen Frears, Kenneth Branagh, Clint Eastwood and
Sam Mendes. Her subtle portrayal of complex characters such as
Queen Victoria in “Mrs Brown” or author Iris Murdoch in “Iris” have
earned her critical acclaim. A seven-time Oscar nominee and the recipi-
ent of several Bafta awards, Dench is perhaps best known worldwide
for playing M, the head of MI6, in James Bond films. It will be her first
visit to the film festival in the Basque Country, where her new film “Red
Joan,” directed by Trevor Nunn, will be screened. In the film inspired on
a true story, she plays a tranquil retiree who is suddenly arrested by
MI5 and exposed as a long-standing KGB spy. She will join US actor
Danny de Vito and Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-eda, whose film
“Shoplifters” won the Palme d’Or in this year’s Cannes Film Festival, in
receiving the Donostia Award. Past recipients include Gregory Peck,
Robert De Niro, Bette Davis, Susan Sarandon and Meryl Streep.

Tate Taylor to direct 
Jessica Chastain’s Eve

Tate Taylor will direct Jessica Chastain’s new movie ‘Eve’. The future
of the blockbuster was thrown up in the air earlier this year when
bosses were forced to find a new filmmaker following Matthew

Newton’s decision to step down over concerns about his abusive past
but, although it’s taken a while to get to the production stage, it looks like
things are finally coming together as the 49-year-old film director has
agreed to lead the flick, according to Empire.  This isn’t the first time
Taylor and Chastain, 41, have worked together on a big film as he previ-
ously directed her in ‘The Help’ back in 2011.  However, Jessica was no
doubt devastated when Newton - who also penned the script - was
pulled from the film as she was looking forward to working with him.  She
said at the time: “Matthew is wonderfully adept at crafting complex and
relatable characters. We’ve been fans of his work and are so thrilled to be
partnering with him and Voltage on ‘Eve’.” Official plot details are still a
closely-guarded secret, but according to Collider, Eve is a female assas-
sin who is being hunted by her former employers. It’s not yet known
whether bosses will go ahead and use Newton’s script.  Meanwhile,
Jessica has recently lashed out at Hollywood’s gender pay gap. The
actress has also insisted she “isn’t afraid” to speak out against inequality.
She explained: “It’s important to speak out and amplify our imbalance in
the moviemaking industry. I have experienced no backlash from anyone
since making my views public.  “I certainly wasn’t afraid to do it. Glad I
did it. It’s taken a long time to get this far, and I’m out front for those who
cannot speak out. We must turn this around.” — Bang Showbiz

Constance Wu: 
I don’t think 

anything through

Constance Wu doesn’t “think anything through”. The
36-year-old actress - who stars in ‘Crazy Rich Asians’
- has been outspoken on a number of issues concern-

ing the Asian-American community and the film business in
general, including likening the use of CGI to make ‘Ghost in
the Shell’ star Scarlett Johansson “look more Asian” to the
“practice of blackface”. Constance admitted: “I don’t think
anything through. I am very impulsive and reactive. I have
always been a person who is kind of outspoken, but nobody
knew who I was before.  “Now I have this weird thing called
fame, and I wasn’t looking for it, I didn’t ask for it, but if you
have it, you might as well use it for something good. And the
best thing I think I can do is help amplify the voices of peo-
ple who don’t feel heard.” Constance insisted she doesn’t
hold a grudge against any of the big-name actors and
actresses she’s criticized over the years, like Scarlett. But, on
the other hand, she also thinks it’s important that she contin-
ues to speak her mind. Constance told the Guardian news-
paper: “I love Scarlett Johansson. I’m not blaming Scarlett.
She isn’t out there like, ‘Let me go choose the part that’s
going to make people mad the most.’  “But the only way
she’ll know that she’s doing that is if we begin a conversation
and say, ‘It’s not your fault, but this is something that’s
important to a population.’”

‘Fantastic Beasts 2:  The Crimes of
Grindelwald’ will be a “celebration of diver-
sity”, according to director David Yates.

The 54-year-old filmmaker - who has helmed the
sequel to ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them’ - has given fans an insight into what they
can expect from the latest movie, revealing that it
will serve as a celebration of tolerance and “accep-
tance of the other”. Asked whether the story of
‘The Crimes of Grindelwald’ is a response to what’s
going on in the world at the moment, David
explained: “If you’re making a movie, ultimately,
you can’t help but be sensitive to the world in
which you create it.  “It influences you every single
day, influenced [J. K. Rowling] when she was writ-
ing the script, influences us as we put the whole
story together. So we sort of, like - we’re alive to

what’s happening in the bigger world.  “But the
themes, I think, are kind of universal and archetyp-
al and timeless, which is ultimately ... rather than a
direct political sort of counterpoint or context, it’s
really about the values of tolerance and under-
standing and a celebration of diversity.” David
explained that the ideas explored in the new movie
are typical of J. K. Rowling’s career. Speaking to
Collider, he added: “They’re not just relevant to
now. What’s slightly scary is they’re becoming
more relevant now.  “So what’s wonderful is that
we’re making a movie that will be seen by millions
of people and millions of young people, and we’re
making a story that celebrates tolerance, accept-
ance of the other, and sort of be cynical when peo-
ple pretend they have all the answers at a simplis-
tic level, because they probably don’t.”

Director teases themes of Fantastic
Beasts 2: The Crimes of Grindelwald 

Kesha’s next new music will be a feature on
glam rock group The Struts’ track ‘Body
Talks’. The ‘Praying’ hitmaker has recorded

a new version of the British band’s recent single,
which is set to be released today. The 31-year-old
pop singer shared the artwork which sees her stand
next frontman Luke Spiller on her social media
profiles. She simply captioned the post: “Body
Talks.” Whilst bassist Jed Elliott added to his pro-
files: “About 8 years ago I crashed my car listening
to Tik Tok by Kesha. “Now we’ve got a song
together. Coming Wednesday @iiswhoiis (sic)”
Luke previously revealed what it was like working
with the ‘Die Young’ hitmaker and how she loves
The Rolling Stones, who they have supported in the
past. He said: “When you talk to her about her
music and stuff, she loves the Stones.”She loves a

lot of great British bands. So I think we naturally
connected and she heard the song, and that was it
really. “ Kesha’s last song was a feature on
Macklemore’s ‘Good Old Days’ last year, following
the release of her comeback LP ‘Rainbow’.
Meanwhile, The Struts have also been involved
with Little Mix’s next album. Band member Jade
Thirlwall revealed earlier this year that she has
been jamming with her rocker boyfriend Jed on
new material for the British girl group’s follow-up
to 2016’s ‘Glory Days’. The brunette beauty said:
“We’ve had three months off with the band so I’ve
been doing some studio sessions with Jed for some
Little Mix stuff.” Singer Luke also shared how he’s
penned a track with Jade and bandmate Jed. He
said: “We did a song together, the three of us, but I
don’t know what is going to happen with that.”

Kesha teases artwork
for her The Struts song 

Slayer have extended their last-ever
tour until 2019.  The thrash metal band
have added one extra gig for next

year, France’s Hellfest Open Air festival on
June 23, 2019, but admitted there will be
“plenty more” shows planned after they
were “blown away” by demand for their
‘Final World Tour’.  Guitarist Kerry King -
who makes up the ‘Raining Blood’ hitmak-
ers alongside Tom Araya, Paul Bostaph and
Gary Holt - said in a statement: “We always
knew this tour would take us into 2019.
We’ve been blown away by the response
we’ve been getting here in North America.
“We’ve heard about fans who have driven
five, six hours, or flown in from other cities
or countries to see us, so we want to assure
our fans that we’ll be on the road through
2019 and will get to as many places around
the world as possible to make it easier for
everyone to come and see us one last time.

“There will be more - plenty more. 2019 is
12 months long and the world is a big
place.” Bassist Tom has thanked the group’s
“loyal and dedicated” fans for their support,
and urged them to keep their “eyes and
ears open” for the announcement of further
tour dates.  He said: “I just want to take the
time out to say thank you to all our fans
who have made this first part of this tour
phenomenal. “You really are loyal and dedi-
cated fans and we appreciate that so much
from you. We still have quite a few places to
play, so next year, keep your eyes and ears
open so you can catch us live one last and
final time. Again, thank you!” In January,
Slayer announced they will quit touring
when they finish their next run of gigs, and
in May they announced their final UK and
European shows, which will kick off at
Dublin’s 3Arena on November 1, before
they head to London on November 3. 

Slayer extend 
farewell tour into 2019 

Alec Baldwin 
to star in The Joker 

Alec Baldwin is set to star in ‘Joker’.  The 60-year-old actor is
said to be in line to portray Thomas Wayne, the physician and
philanthropist father of Bruce Wayne/ Batman, who will be

played by Joaquin Phoenix in the hotly-anticipated movie.  According
to Deadline, Baldwin’s role is yet to have been announced by Warner
Bros., but he is expected to take on the part of Thomas, who, along
with his wife, is shot outside the theatre, a tragic event which Bruce
witnesses, igniting his path to becoming a vigilante.  Wayne’s killer was
initially hitman Joe Chill in the early ‘Batman’ comics, but in the super-
hero’s 1989 movie the Joker was the aggressor.  Filming is due to start
on September 10 and Todd Phillips is to direct the motion picture,
which will also star Robert De Niro, Marc Maron and Frances Conroy.
Phoenix recently admitted his portrayal of the Joker would be “unique”.
He said: “I wouldn’t quite classify this as like any genre. I wouldn’t say
it’s a superhero movie, or a studio movie or a ... It feels unique, and I
think more then anything, and probably the most important thing, is
Todd seems very passionate about it and very giving, and so that’s
exciting.  “I think, underneath the excitement of these films, and the size
of them, there are these incredible characters that are dealing with real
life struggles. And sometimes that is uncovered and exposed, and
sometimes it isn’t, and so I always felt, like, there were characters in
comics that were really interesting and deserve the opportunity to be
kind of studied.  “And so I think that’s what Todd sees appealing about
this idea.” ‘Joker’ is scheduled for release on October 4, 2019.


