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FIRST GOLD FOR SAUDI ARABIA
Saudi Arabia claimed their first gold of the Games of
the meet in the Equestrian Team Jumping event, fin-
ishing ahead of Japan. Defending champions Qatar
took the bronze.

SOUTH KOREA WIN WOMEN’S TEAM TRACK
CYCLING GOLD
South Korea avenged their defeat at Incheon in 2014
with a dominant win, which saw them overlap
defending champions China en route to victory in the
women’s team pursuit final. Japan beat Hong Kong to
claim the bronze medal.

IRANIAN WEIGHTLIFTER KORDASIABI
RETIRES
Iranian weightlifter Behdad Salimi Kordasiabi has
announced his retirement after winning his third con-
secutive Asian Games gold medal in the men’s 105kg
category on Monday. The 28-year-old was also a
gold medallist at the 2012 London Olympics and
twice winner at the World Championships. “Behdad
Salimi officially said goodbye to the sport of God’s
championship after the gold medal of Asian Games,”
the Iran Weightlifting Federation said on Instagram.
“Behdad Salimi took his shoes to say goodbye from
the Championship and kissed the weights.”

GIDEON, SUKAMULJO TRIUMPH IN ALL-
INDONESIA DOUBLES FINAL
Indonesian badminton duo Marcus Fernaldi Gideon
and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo secured a 13-21 21-18
24-22 win over compatriots Muhammad Rian
Ardianto and Fajar Alfian in the men’s doubles final.

TAIWAN’S TAI OUTCLASSES SINDHU TO GRAB
BADMINTON GOLD
Taiwan’s Tai Tzu-ying won gold in the women’s bad-
minton singles final with a 21-13 21-16 victory over
India’s world number two Pusarla V. Sindhu. Tai, 24,
won bronze four years ago in Incheon and also won
gold at the Asian Championships in 2017 and 2018.

SOUTH KOREA BEAT HOLDERS INDIA TO
ARCHERY GOLD
South Korea won a shoot-off to beat holders India in
the men’s archery team compound final, completing a
double triumph for the nation following their
women’s team success.

CHRISTIE STUNS CHOU IN MEN’S BAD-
MINTON FINAL
Indonesian Jonatan Christie dug deep to oust world
number six Chou Tien-chen, of Taiwan, 21-18 20-22
21-15 in the men’s badminton final, sparking huge
celebrations from a partisan crowd at the venue.
Christie, who won two gold medals at the 2017
Southeast Asian Games, adds to the silver he won in
the team event earlier in the Games.

SOUTH KOREA RETAIN TEAM ARCHERY GOLD
South Korea have retained the gold medal in the
women’s team compound archery title after holding
off a strong challenge from India, winning with a
total score of 231-228. Taiwan won the bronze medal
after beating Iran.

MALAYSIA BEAT INDONESIA TO WIN SEPAK
TAKRAW GOLD
Malaysia won their first sepak takraw gold medal at the
Asian Games since 1994 after earning a hard-fought 2-1
win over hosts Indonesia in the men’s regu final. 

KIM EDGES LEE IN ALL-KOREAN ARCHERY
FINAL
Kim Woo-jin, a two-time gold medallist at the 2010
Asian Games, earned a 6-4 victory over compatriot
Lee Woo-seok in the men’s recurve individual final.
Indonesian Riau Ega Agata Salsabilla clinched his
first Asian Games medal, cheered on by the home
crowd, as he beat Kazakhstan’s Ilfat Abdullin to win
the bronze. — Reuters

DAY 11 OF THE ASIAN GAMES

Chaotic mixed relay gets 
thumbs-up at Asian Games

JAKARTA: Athletes declared the Asian Games’ first-ever
mixed 4x400m relay a fun-if chaotic-success yesterday,
ahead of its planned introduction at the Tokyo 2020
Olympics. Athletics bosses have introduced the concept-
two men and two women on each team, running in
whichever order they choose-as they seek ways to freshen
up the sport, and boost participation.

The eight teams in Jakarta tried out a range of combi-
nations and strategies, as a bemused crowd struggled to
figure out who was winning. “First you feel like it’s difficult
because how can you run with girls?” said Abbas Abbas,
of gold-winning Bahrain. “But it’s very nice especially
when you trust your team.

“It’s the first time I’ve raced with girls!” The Asian
Games race was the format’s debut at a major multi-sports
event, ahead of scheduled appearances at next year’s Doha
world championships as well as Tokyo 2020.

IOC president Thomas Bach has promised the next
Olympic Games will be “more youthful, more urban and
include more women”. It has been trialled at smaller events
including last year’s Nitro Series in Melbourne.

Ultimately the countries which ran in the order man-
woman-woman-man did best in Jakarta, with Bahrain and
India pulling clear of the pack early on. “We had two
amazing girls. Very fast. Very strong. Like men. We ran
with four men!” said Abbas’ team-mate Ali Khamis.

India picked up their third title of the athletics meet
with a one-two in the men’s 800m, where Manjit Singh
sprung a surprise on compatriot Jinson Johnson 

China’s Yang Lei described the event as “chaos”
after a gridlock emerged at the final baton handover,
while Japan’s Eri Utsunomiya-giggling at the confu-

sion-said it was “Fun... just fun.” 

‘HEIR TO LIU’ 
Elsewhere at the regional Olympics’ fourth night of ath-

letics, Xie Wenjun successfully defended his 110m hurdles
gold to stretch China’s winning streak in the race to 32
years. Xie, 28, crossed the line in 13.34sec to hand China
its ninth consecutive win in the event stretching back to
the 1986 Games in Seoul.

“This medal is a very important medal not just for me
but also Chinese hurdling, because it has been kept for a
long time,” he said. Xie said he had been given “special
instructions” before the race by former Olympic champion
and world-record holder Liu Xiang, who is revered as one
of China’s greatest ever sportsmen.

“He’s my idol, and it is also an aim to catch up with him.
But I’m still on the way,” said Xie. In the women’s javelin
China took a one-two, with Liu Shiying springing an upset
on favourite Lyu Huihui, bronze-winner at last year’s world
championships in London. Liu took gold with a Games
record throw of 66.09m.

There was also gold for China in the women’s 800m,
where Wang Chunyu triumphed over two-time defending
Asian Games champion Margarita Mukasheva of
Kazakhstan. And Li Ling brought up China’s ninth athletics
gold as she easily defended her pole vault title, clearing
4.60m for a Games record before failing to break her own
Asian record with an attempt at 4.71m.

But Bahrain secured victory in the women’s 5,000m-
courtesy of Kalkidan Befkadu’s victory over 10,000m
champ Daria Maslova-to stay in touch with China at the
top of the athletics rankings, with eight golds.  — AFP
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JAKARTA: Bahrain’s Oluwakemi Adekoya (R) hands the baton to teammate Abbas Abbas in the final of the mixed
4x400m relay athletics event during the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Highlights of day 11 of the 18th Asian
Games in Jakarta and Palembang yesterday.

JAKARTA: Huswatun Hasanah set the Asian Games
boxing tournament alight yesterday, becoming the first
Indonesian woman ever to win a medal as India’s
female fighters struggled without “Magnificent” Mary
Kom. Meanwhile Manny Pacquiao’s proud boxing
nation, the Philippines, secured their first medal of the
men’s tournament through flyweight Rogen Ladon.
Indonesia’s 20-year-old Hasanah showed a touch of
arrogance as she showboated in the second round and
edged her lightweight quarter-final by split decision, 3-
2, against India’s Pavitra, who goes by just a single
name. “I didn’t think I could beat her, she is very expe-
rienced,” Hasanah said of Pavitra, 31, who was in her
first Asian Games and succeeding Sarita Devi, who
controversially refused her 2014 bronze medal in a
judging row, in the 60kg division.

“My strategy was to box to my coach’s instructions,”
she told reporters.  “There were no difficulties and I
could tell how she was boxing from the first round.”
Indonesia’s women’s boxing team was only formed in

2006 and they have never won a medal at the Asian
Games, until now.  Hasanah’s win means she is guaran-
teed a bronze even if she loses her semi-final against
Thailand’s Sudaporn Seesondee on Friday. But India’s
2016 World Championships silver medallist Sonia
Lather refused to speak to reporters after the crushing
disappointment of a unanimous points defeat to tough
North Korean Jo Son Hwa in the women’s feather-
weight (57kg) quarter-final. Filipino Ladon squeaked
past awkward Kazakhstani Azat Mahemtov to secure at
least a bronze via a 3-2 split decision in a battle of
southpaw flyweights. Ladon had arrested a major
Philippines meltdown on Sunday when he became the
first fighter to reach the last eight after four of his more
fancied team-mates lost.

He prevailed even though he reopened an existing
cut over his right eye early in the first round. “The cut?
It’s OK,” he told AFP, despite wearing three butterfly
plasters to close the wound. He will face Thai
Yuttapong Tongdee in Friday’s semi-final.

“I will listen and follow my coach’s instructions for
that opponent,” Ladon added. “I need to focus more
closely on what he tells me.” India were left licking their
wounds without all-time great Kom, the flyweight
(51kg) gold medallist from four years ago, and former
world and Asian champion Devi.

Five-time world champion Kom, the subject of the
Bollywood biopic “Magnificent”, has skipped the Asiad
to concentrate on winning a sixth world title on home

soil in Delhi in November.

WILD CELEBRATIONS 
India have just one women’s fighter left standing, fly-

weight Sarjubala Devi, who will try to avoid a medal
wipeout when she fights China’s Chang Yuan today for
a place in the semi-finals.

Hasanah’s win was greeted by wild scenes of cele-
bration at the Jakarta International Expo among home
supporters who had roared their delight every time the
youngster landed a punch. Hasanah thanked the fans
and said they had given her a huge boost. “They gave
me the spirit (to win),” she told AFP. It made up for the
hosts’ disappointment when two Indonesian men
missed out on a medal after losing their quarter-finals.
Highly fancied Aldoms Suguro lost a 4-1 flyweight
(52kg) split decision to Uzbekistan’s Jasurbek Latipov.

And lightweight (60kg) Farrand Papendang was
unanimously outpointed by Thailand’s Rujakran
Juntrong (5-0). Thailand again showed their strength in
depth with a clean sweep of all five men’s and women’s
quarter-finalists yesterday winning to the delight of
their happy band of colourful and musical supporters.

In addition to Juntrong, Seesondee and Tongdee,
welterweight (69kg) Ardee Saylom scored a unanimous
points decision over Iran’s Sajjad Kazemzadeh while
women’s featherweight (57kg) Techasuep Nilawan
edged a 3-2 split decision over Kazakhstan’s Saniya
Sultankyzy.  —AFP
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport delegation to the
18th Asian games received a heroes welcome at Kuwait
International Airport.

Gold medallist in the skeet event Mansour Al-
Rasheedi dedicated the achievement to HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and Kuwait people.

He said it is hard to describe how happy he was to
see Kuwait flag at the games with the national anthem
being played after the sports suspension was lifted by
the IOC.

He said the competition was very hard besides the
bad weather.

Acting Director General of Sports Public Authority
Sheikh Humoud Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah said the authori-
ty is committed to support and care for all athletes who

participate abroad under the Kuwait flag.
Meanwhile, President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting

Federations Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi said this achievement
has a special feeling because of the late participation
after lifting the sports suspension. He said this caused

delays in licensing the arms besides technical and
administrative difficulties.

He said the government support of Kuwait shooting
sport is an important factor in its outstanding perform-
ance and winning major championships.
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KSSC Secretary General Obaid Al-Osaimi, National Guard Major General Hashim Yousuf, Gold medallist
Mansour Al-Rasheedi, KSSC President Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi and PAS Acting Director General Sheikh Humoud
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.


