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MANCHESTER: Leicester City striker Jamie Vardy
says he no longer wants to be considered for England
duty and wishes to focus his time on his club career.
The 32-year-old, who featured at the World Cup in
Russia, said he had spoken to England manager Gareth
Southgate about his decision but remained available to
help should the team face injury problems.

“To be honest with you, this has been on my mind
for a while,” Vardy told the Guardian. “I’m not getting
any younger and you can see, to be fair to the gaffer, he
wants to make it more youthful, which obviously had its
benefits during the World Cup - we got to the semi-
finals and finished fourth, which is equal to the furthest
we have ever been on foreign soil.

“So I just said to Gareth that I think it’s probably
best from now on, especially with the way he wants to
go, to bring youngsters in who he thinks have got the
ability and start nurturing them into international foot-
ball,” he said.

Vardy was restricted to the bench for most of the
World Cup in Russia and said his lack of playing time
had influenced his decision. “When you get selected,
you want to be playing. If you’re playing week in, week
out for your club, you want to be going to England to
play as well. And if it’s not happening, then for me per-

sonally now it’s better to be at home, spending that time
with my family and training with my club, preparing for
the next game after the international break.

“I thought I could have helped a bit more if I had
more minutes. You know that you can hurt opponents in
certain ways, in the way you play. But it wasn’t to be.
And you have to respect the manager’s decisions.”

Vardy said he had expressed his intention to
Southgate shortly after the World Cup and confirmed it
in a recent phone calls. “We’ve not shut the door com-
pletely. If the worst came to happen and everyone was
injured, then obviously I wouldn’t say no,” he said.

Chelsea central defender Gary Cahill has also
announced his decision to take a “step back” from
England duties after a similar conversation with
Southgate. The 32-year-old defender, who has won 61
England caps, has struggled to force his way into the
first-team under manager Maurizio Sarri this season.

“I think it’s time that I take a step back now. It’s the
right moment to do that,” Cahill said. “I’ve been hugely
proud of what I’ve achieved, over 60 caps, I’ve cap-
tained my country on a few occasions, which has been
a huge honour. “At the same time, in your football
career you never want to shut a door completely and if
I’m ever needed, I’m there.” — Reuters
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Gary Cahill (left) and Jamie Vardy.

MADRID: Real Madrid are set to bring strik-
er Mariano Diaz back to the club, a year on
from selling him to Lyon, after they matched
an earlier bid by La Liga rivals Sevilla, the
Andalusian side said yesterday.

“Real had first refusal and they have told
us that they are going to activate their buy-
back clause,” Sevilla president Jose Castro
told media . Spanish sports  dai ly  Marca
reported that Sevilla had made a bid worth a
total of 35 million euros ($41 million) includ-
ing bonuses. However, Real matched that bid
to beat their rivals to the signature of the
25-year-old . Mariano, who was born in
Spain  but  has  roots  in  the  Domin ican
Republic, was sold to Lyon a year ago. But
Real inserted a buy-back clause in the deal
as well as guaranteeing themselves 35 per-
cent of any future sell-on. Taking that into
account, the actual fee paid by Real will be
under 25 million euros.

Castro, who was speaking at a ceremony
marking 11 years since Sevilla player Antonio
Puerta died during a game, added: “Lyon had
an agreement with Real. We negotiated a
deal, and then Real had 48 hours in which to
exercise their right. They decided to do so.
We are still working on other alternatives.”

Mariano came through the Real reserves
but made just 14 top-team appearances at
the Santiago Bernabeu before being sold to
Lyon, for whom he scored 18 times in Ligue 1
last season to help the French side qualify for
the Champions League.

But he was left out of Lyon’s starting line-
up last  weekend and h is  return to  Real
comes with the European champions having
so far failed to reinforce their attack follow-
ing the departure of Cristiano Ronaldo to
Juventus. — AFP
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players were in “shock” after a 3-0 defeat to Spurs
dealt a heavy blow to their Premier League title ambi-
tions. After a troubled build-up to the season, United
have lost two of their first three matches of a campaign
for the first time since 1992-93. That season, Alex
Ferguson’s men went on to clinch the title but there are
few signs that under-fire manager Jose Mourinho can
win United’s first league title since 2013 following
Monday’s defeat at Old Trafford.

“It’s bizarre,” said Pogba. “(Against Tottenham) we
were determined, we started well, and in the end we
lost 3-0. It’s a shock.” “Even we don’t understand what
happened,” added the French World Cup winner. “We
started the game really well, we conceded two goals in
the second half.

“The first goal was a real blow, we didn’t understand
why, because we had the game in hand. One goal, two...
we kept pushing, we had chances, and we conceded the
third. “The fans kept pushing us, they were really
behind us. We feel really sorry for them, very disap-
pointed. We wanted to do better.”

“I think it was an undeserved defeat for us, in our
desire, in everything we put into it. But football can be
cruel. We just have to bounce back.” United desperate-
ly need to return to winning ways at Burnley on Sunday
to ease the pressure heading into the international
break. Last season’s runners-up are already six points
behind a clutch of teams including Spurs and Liverpool
but Pogba is keeping calm and focused. “It won’t be
easy, but it’s just the start of the season,” said the

Frenchman, who has been strongly linked with a move
to Barcelona following a difficult period under
Mourinho. “I prefer to start badly and end well than
start well and finish badly.”

Pogba’s teammate Luke Shaw also believes the play-
ers can turn things around. “You always see a lot of
things in the media that go on about what our dressing

room is like,” the 23-year-old told MUTV.
“But, look, we have a really good spirit, a really good

group of lads and a group that want to work, want to
achieve big things here.” “We’ll improve, we’ll keep
working hard,” he added. “It’s early in the season so
we’ve got a lot of games to come and a lot of positive
things from tonight.” — AFP
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SHANGHAI: File picture taken on August 8, 2015 shows then Juventus midfileder Paul Pogba (R) and Lazio’s mid-
fielder Ogenyi Onazi vying for the ball during the Italian Super Cup final football match between Juventus and Lazio
in Shanghai. — AFP

NEW YORK: Serena Williams made a triumphant
return to the US Open on Monday, opening her bid for
a record-tying 24th Grand Slam title with a 6-4, 6-0
first-round victory over Magda Linette. Williams, a six-
time champion at Flushing Meadows, missed last year’s
edition as she gave birth to daughter Olympia on
September 1.

She was all-business on her return under the flood-
lights on the Arthur Ashe Stadium court, where she has
lifted the trophy six times. Linette, the world number 68
from Poland who was facing Williams for the first time,

held her own in the early going.
But Williams broke her in the seventh game of the

opening set to gain the upper hand and from there the
American superstar rolled. The first set was tight,”
Williams, seeded 17th, said. “It was my first match back
here in New York so that wasn’t the easiest.

“Once I got settled I started doing what I’m trying to
do in practice. “I think I’m getting there,” added
Williams, who reached the final at Wimbledon only to
fall short of matching Margaret Court’s all-time record
of 24 major titles.

She didn’t face a break point in the 70 minute match,
but as her momentum built her emotions burst out with
fist-clenched shouts of “come on”. After Williams held
serve from deuce for a 5-3 lead, Linette would hold to
force Williams to serve out the set.

From there, it was all Williams as she raced through
the second set in 28 minutes. She next faces Germany’s
Carina Witthoeft, with a possible third-round clash with
16th-seeded sister Venus in the offing. — AFP
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NEW YORK: Serena Williams of the US hits a return to Magda Linette (out of frame) of Poland during their 2018 US
Open Women’s Singles match at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York on Monday. — AFP

Ronaldo Jr 
joins Juventus 
youth academy
MILAN: Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ronaldo’s
oldest son has started training with the Juventus youth
academy’s Under-9 team, according to media reports
in Italy.

Five-time Ball d’Or winner Ronaldo, 33, signed for
Italian champions Juventus this summer from Real
Madrid for 100 million euros. His oldest son Cristiano
Jr-who was born in June 2010 — was photographed
training on Monday with the Juve Pulcini 2010 squad
reserved for Under-9s at Juventus’s Vinovo ground.

Ronaldo’s partner Georgina Rodriguez was also
present at the training ground. Other senior Juventus
players have children in the team’s academy including
Andrea Barzagli’s son Mattia and fellow former Italian
international Claudio Marchisio’s son Davide.

Ronaldo revealed last week that Cristiano Jr-the
oldest of his four children-was also a promising foot-
baller. “He’s very competitive. He’s like me as a child.
He doesn’t like losing,” the striker said in an interview
with streaming broadcaster DAZN.

“He’ll become like me, I’m 100 percent sure of it. I’d
like to teach him some things, but ultimately he will
choose what to do and he’ll always have my support.
“But of course, I’d l ike him to become a player
because I think he has a passion for it too.” — AFP

SYDNEY: Wallabies coach Michael Cheika yesterday
won the backing of his bosses who pledged their sup-
port ahead of next year’s World Cup despite a dismal
run of defeats deemed “not acceptable”.

Australia have now lost six of their past seven
games, and ceded the Bledisloe Cup to New Zealand
for the 16th consecutive year after a 40-12 hammering
in Auckland at the weekend and a 38-13 thrashing in
Sydney the week before.

The poor form has put pressure on Cheika, but
Rugby Australia chief executive Raelene Castle said he
continued to have the support of her and the board.

“He is contracted through to the World Cup and he
has a plan-we are across that plan and we are comfort-
able with it,” she said on the rugby.com.au website.
“But clearly you can’t just ignore the performances-
they’re not acceptable.

“So it’s about what we can do to support him as an
organisation to make sure he has what he needs to
make sure the Wallabies are successful as we move into
that World Cup.” Asked to pinpoint an area she felt
needed improvement, Castle nominated the Wallabies
defence, which has leaked 78 points in two games.

“There are parts of our game that haven’t performed,
particularly around defence,” she said. “So we will be
having conversations around that. But I don’t think it’s
about changing what we’ve got. It’s about what else can
we bring.”

World Cup-winning coach Bob Dwyer said fitness
was also an issue, blaming the players and not the
coaching set-up for their recent woes. “I’m sure they’re
not fit enough,” Dwyer, who led Australia to their first
rugby World Cup title in 1991, told the Sydney Morning
Herald. “In Sydney there were people walking with half
an hour to go. You can’t really pin that on the Wallaby
coaching set-up.”

Cheika has been adamant that the Wallabies’ fitness
levels had improved. “We were getting comments out
of the Wallaby camp that fitness had definitely
improved and skill level had improved. Well, that didn’t
appear to be the case,” said Dwyer. But the former
flanker, who was a mentor to current England coach
Eddie Jones when he moved into coaching, also backed
Cheika as the right man for the job. “My opinion is he is
the coach and that’s that,” said Dwyer.—AFP
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