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KUWAIT: A worker is seen at the Global Steel Services factory in Amghara yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Capitalizing on their strong and histori-
cal political relations, Kuwait and Egypt have
signed several memorandums of understanding
(MoUs) and executive programs to boost coopera-
tion in various domains. The pacts were signed
Tuesday in Kuwait at the conclusion of the twelfth
session of the Higher Kuwaiti-Egyptian committee
which was co-chaired by Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry and was attended by rep-
resentatives of 42 public and private bodies from
both countries. Among the inked agreements are a
memo of understanding for enhancing security
cooperation and another memo for linking their
electronic labor systems. They also included six
executive programs for cooperation in the coming
two years in the following realms: labor, culture,
education, higher education and scientific research,
official media, and sports.

Package of agreements
The new package of agreements takes the num-

ber of cooperation agreements, MoUs and pro-
grams signed between the two countries since 1963
up to 148, said Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled in a press
statement. He also noted that the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) had
financed 48 key projects in various sectors in
Egypt. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled pointed out that the
Kuwaiti investments in Egypt had blossomed to $15

billion in the past few years. He estimated the num-
ber of Kuwaiti companies and firms operating in
Egypt at 1,227. Moreover, the volume of trade
exchange had also ballooned in past four years to
$3 billion, he boasted. The Kuwaiti top diplomat
unveiled that there were over 100,000 Kuwaitis
visit Egypt every year and nearly 64 regular weekly
fights between the two countries. He shed lights on
the contributions of the Egyptian labor and profes-
sionals in Kuwait. He reiterated commitment to
exert more efforts to cement cooperation in all eco-
nomic and development sectors and to push bilater-
al relations to brighter future that meets the aspira-
tions of the leaders and peoples of the two nations.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled commended the great
development and construction contributions of
approximately 700,000 Egyptians working in dif-
ferent public and private sectors in Kuwait. In this
regard, he recalled with appreciation the historic,
enlightenment role of the Egyptian educational
missions — which came to Kuwait in coincidence
with the start of the modernization and the devel-
opment process — and their remarkable role in
building a scientific base in the country. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled underlined the importance of
synergy to counter the growing challenges and
rapid changes in the region.

Meanwhile, Minister Shoukry lauded the
deeply-rooted relations between the two sisterly
countries. He expressed admiration of Kuwait’s
wise foreign policy and its distinguished relations

with all regional and world countries. Kuwait had
adopted moderation, reasoning and rationalism in
handling regional and international crises, he noted,
expressing his belief in these noble principles and
values. He hoped the higher committee would help
take joint cooperation to new height and urged
businesspeople and economic actors to work out a
mutually-beneficial comprehensive and strategic
partnership to ameliorate economic and trade
cooperation. He stressed the need to increase trade
exchange to live up to the strong political relations.
He concluded that Egypt was looking forwards to
hosting the coming meeting of the higher commit-
tee in Cairo next year. 

Support in hard times 
In the meantime, Shoukry said that the

Egyptians, at official and popular levels, highly
appreciate the Kuwaiti leadership and people for
their support. “We will not forget the support of
Kuwait and its Amir for the Egyptian people during
hardtimes,” Shoukry told a press conference in
Kuwait. He said he met with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
exchanged views over Arab and international
issues of mutual interest, specially that Kuwait rep-
resented the Arab group in the UN Security
Council. Kuwait and Egypt’s points of view over
conflicts in the region were identical, he said.

Shoukry said he conveyed a letter to His
Highness the Amir from Egyptian President

Abdulfatah Al-Sisi over regional developments. The
letter, he said, included an invitation to His Highness
the Amir to visit Egypt. Shoukry meanwhile said
Kuwait was keeping Egypt updated with the issues
on the UNSC agenda, especially regarding Arab
and African matters.

On Palestine, Shoukry said Egypt sought to
solve the Palestinian cause to achieve the
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital. “There is a coordination

with the Palestinian Authority to reach this objec-
tive,” he added. Egypt, along the Arab countries,
supports the Palestinian Authority and its president
Mahmoud Abbas, said Shoukry. The Egyptian top
diplomat also called on Libyan parties to sit on the
negotiations’ table, unite the Libyan forces to
restore stability in the country. Shoukry rejected
any move to block navigation in international
waters and said Egypt supported the UN-spon-
sored talks between the Yemeni parties.  —KUNA
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of understanding, executive programs

Egypt appreciates Kuwait leadership, people for support in hard time: FM

Education ministry
urged to give 
incentives for
Kuwaiti staff
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed educational sources stressed
the need to reach a final decision on the incentives

offered to certain Ministry of Education (MoE) Kuwaiti
staff members such as psychiatrists, accountants and
other technical staff because too much work is needed
to serve MoE with 116,000 employees, which made cit-
izens refrain from accepting such jobs and opt instead
for other less demanding government jobs. 

The sources added that MoE suffers from a dire
shortage in the aforementioned jobs after the CSC
terminated many expats who had been doing them
and citizens appointed to replace them were scared
off by the amount of work and the job duties they
had to perform in lieu of what they considered as
‘low salary’. 

“This made 329 out of 379 citizens expected to
graduate as social workers and psychiatrists seek out

other jobs, leaving only 50 who sought MoE jobs,” the
sources explained, warning of a serious shortage in
other technical jobs such as accountants. “MoE used to
have over 300 accountants and this number has drasti-
cally dropped,” the sources remarked, urging lawmak-
ers to pass a law on citizens’ salaries to put an end to
this problem. 

In other news, informed sources said that “Kuwaiti
cultural attaches abroad have not received any deci-
sion from the ministry of higher education concerning
cancelling Minister Al-Azmi’s decision of banning
studies abroad for those with high school certificates
granted more than two years earlier.” They further
explained that only a few exceptions for certain cases
had been made.

NatMed joins
Horeca 2019
sponsors
KUWAIT: The National
Medical Consumable
Industries Company (NatMed)
announced participating as a
sponsor in the Horeca Kuwait
2019 exhibition, which is set to
be organized by Leaders
Group in collaboration with
Hospitality Services Company
at Kuwait International
Fairground in Mishref in the
period of January 14-16, 2019.

In this regard, NatMed’s
Managing Director
Mohammad Ahmad Al-Sarraf
stressed that changes in the
world of trade and services
made specialized exhibitions such as Horeca Kuwait indis-
pensible in order to set successful marketing strategies for
any sector at national, regional or international scales. 

Speaking on the sidelines of a ceremony held to sign the
sponsorship contract, Sarraf stressed that  NatMed thinks
highly of Horeca Kuwait as a unique exhibition, adding that
his company would display products and services of inter-
est to participating hotels and restaurants including dispos-
able aluminum and plastic packs and over 2,000 items of
other paper and plastic products used in food serving and
packaging, in addition to disposable medical products. 

Mohammad Al-Sarraf

KUWAIT: Officials attend the twelfth session of the Higher Kuwaiti-Egyptian committee.  —KUNA

Automated
system to prevent
visa trafficking
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and Agencies

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower’s deputy
director for human resources and financial affairs Sultan
Al-Shaalani said the authority is exerting unprecedent-
ed efforts to fight marginal labor, and in this regard, it
recently signed a memorandum of understanding with
Egypt to recruit Egyptians through automated electron-
ic transactions between both countries. Shaalani added
that the e-linkage system, due to be used by the begin-

ning of 2019, will help recruit only skilled and qualified
labor as well as help fight visa trafficking.

Sales’ license 
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI)

announced reducing the number of procedures needed
to apply for a special sales’ license to only one form
that can be easily accessed online, instead of the previ-
ous 15 paper ones. The ministry added that applicants
can apply online at www.moci.gov.kw, fill the needed
form and file it within minutes, which cuts down the
paperwork cycle.

Fugitive caught
Jahra police arrested a citizen sentenced to four

years in prison and sent him to the sentences imple-
mentation department, Al-Rai reported yesterday. The
suspect was driving without a license, then refused to

pull over, so he was chased. When he left the car and
started running, he was caught.

Smuggling foiled
Nuwaiseeb customs officers arrested a passenger for

attempting to smuggle hashish and two bottles of
imported liquor. He was sent to concerned authorities,
reported Al-Rai. 

Blackmail
A Syrian woman lodged a complaint against a person

who pestered her with indecent images and messages after
midnight, so police referred the complaint to detectives,
who were able to identify him as an Egyptian man working
in a phone store. After he was arrested, he justified his
actions by saying “I want to marry her”, according to an
Al-Rai report. The woman said she had left the phone for
repairs at his store. The suspect faces legal action.


