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PULHEIM: Policemen stand in front of the residential building of the owner of an Italian Osteria restaurant in Pulheim near Cologne, western Germany, after the man, a main suspected, was arrested in an anti-mafia raid. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Police arrested dozens of suspected
mobsters in Europe and South America yesterday in a
huge international swoop targeting Italy’s notorious
‘Ndrangheta mafia clan, officials said. Around 90 peo-
ple accused of involvement in drug trafficking, money
laundering and violent crime were arrested in raids in
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Suriname.
Hundreds of police took part in the operation, seizing
four tons of cocaine, 120 kilos of ecstasy and two mil-
lion euros (dollars) in cash from locations including
Italian restaurants and ice cream parlors. 

The crackdown on the powerful organized crime
syndicate based in Calabria, southern Italy, came just a
day after Italian police arrested the new boss of the
separate Sicilian mafia. “Today we have issued a clear
message to criminal alliances across Europe, and they
are not the only ones who can work across borders,”
Filippo Spiezia, deputy head of the EU’s judicial agency
Eurojust, told a press conference in The Hague. He said
the “unprecedented and extraordinary result” targeted
“dangerous members of the ‘Ndrangheta family deeply
involved in drug trafficking and money laundering”.

Italian restaurants
The ‘Ndrangheta-which derives its meaning from

the Greek word for heroism-is made up of numerous
village and family-based clans in Calabria, the rural,
mountainous and under-developed “toe” of Italy’s
boot. Despite intense police attention and frequent
arrests, the organization has continued to extend its
reach. It has surpassed Sicily’s Cosa Nostra and the
Naples-based Camorra in influence thanks to control
of the cocaine trade and is the sole mafia organization
to operate on all continents, according to anti-mafia
prosecutors. Officials hailed yesterday’s operation-
dubbed “Operation Pollina”-as a serious blow to the
group. Italian police said 90 people had been arrested
in all countries in the sweep targeting the ‘Ndrangheta
and its “projections across South America.”

In Germany, yesterday’s operation focused on
restaurants, offices and apartments, mainly in the
states of North Rhine-Westphalia and Bavaria region.
German prosecutors said 47 suspects had been tar-
geted and 65 premises were being searched. Dutch
prosecutors said the investigation began after they

noticed money laundering at two Italian restaurants in
the southern Netherlands that showed criminal links
with Germany and Calabria, home of the ‘Ndrangheta.
Using an often family-based network spread out
around Europe, drugs would come into the Dutch port
of Rotterdam and the Belgian port of Antwerp before
being moved around the continent.

Prosecutor Fred Westerbeke said they had also
probed ice cream parlors, adding that together with
restaurants “the suspicion is that the mafia organiza-
tion is laundering money through these establishments
and they are used as a cover for their criminal organi-
zations.” He also confirmed that there had been raids
in Suriname, a small South American country that was
once a Dutch colony. Dutch NOS television said the
‘Ndrangheta were mainly active in the Netherlands in
drug smuggling through the country’s huge flower
export market.

‘Decisive hit’
The Belgian operations were concentrated on the

Limburg area, home to many people of Italian descent

who moved there after World War II to work in coal
mines, Belgian prosecutors said. Italian anti-mafia
prosecutor Federico Cafiero De Raho said the opera-
tions would affect the ‘Ndrangheta’s drug trafficking
operations around the world, including Colombia,
Ecuador and Brazil. But he warned that it was “just a
first step”, saying the arrests were “nothing for the
‘Ndrangheta, there are thousands of people who
should be arrested and billions that should be seized”.

The European police agency Europol however
said it was a “decisive hit against one of the most
powerful Italian criminal networks in the world”.
European Parliament President Antonio Tajani, who is
Italian, sent “congratulations” to the police forces
involved, adding: “Europe fights ‘Ndrangheta crimi-
nal groups”. On Tuesday, Italian police arrested new
Cosa Nostra boss Settimino Mineo and dozens of
other suspects in Sicily in a major swoop. Jeweler
Mineo, 80, was detained along with at least 45 oth-
ers just before he was due to be appointed official
heir to notorious mafia boss Toto Riina who died in
prison last year. — AFP 

Mafia hit by huge international sweep 
Dozens of ‘Ndrangheta mafia suspects nabbed 

The 19 Christian 
martyrs of
Algeria
ALGIERS: The 19 Roman Catholic cler-
gy to be beatified as martyrs in Algeria
on Saturday were assassinated between
1994 and 1996 amid a brutal war
between Islamic militants and govern-
ment forces. Mostly French nationals, the
men and women were declared martyrs
by the Vatican in January 2018, since
they were murdered “in odium fidei”, or
out of hatred for the faith. Here is a sum-
mary of the killings.

Four White Fathers
On December 27, 1994 attackers

armed with automatic rifles gunned
down four missionaries at their rectory
at Tizi Ouzou, about 100 kilometers east
of the capital Algiers. From the
Missionaries of Africa order-also known
as the White Fathers-they were French
nationals Jean Chevillard, 69, Alain
Dieulangard, 75, and Christian Chessel,
36, and Belgian Charles Deckers, 70.
Two days later, the radical insurgent
Armed Islamic Group of Algeria (GIA)
claimed responsibility, in rapid revenge
for the December 26 killing of four of its
men who had hijacked an Air France
plane and were shot dead by French
forces. 

The group, the most radical of the
insurgent organizations then at war with
Algeria’s secular government, said at the

time its “forces will continue the exter-
mination of Christian crusaders.” The
four GIA hijackers seized the plane on
the tarmac at Algiers airport on
December 24, killing three of its more
than 200 passengers and crew. After the
plane landed at Marseille airport two
days later, it was stormed by elite forces
who killed the abductors and freed the
passengers.

The monks of Tibhirine
On the night of March 26 to 27, 1996,

gunmen stormed the Notre Dame de
l’Atlas monastery in Tibhirine, about 80
kilometers southwest of Algiers, and kid-
napped seven French Trappist monks.
The GIA announced on May 23 it had
slit their throats, blaming the French
government’s refusal to negotiate with
them. Algeria’s army said they found the
heads of the victims on May 30; the
bodies were never seen again. The
Algerian government maintained the
massacre was another crime by the
Islamists. But this version came into
doubt after allegations from various wit-
nesses that the army itself may have
been responsible, either through blunder
or to discredit the Islamists. The seven
were: Christian de Cherge, 59; Luc
Dochier, 82; Paul Favre-Miville, 56;
Christophe Lebreton, 45; Michel Fleury,
51; Celestin Ringeard, 62; and Bruno
Lemarchand, 66.

Bishop of Oran
Bishop Pierre Claverie, 58, was killed

with his driver on August 1, 1996 when a
remote-controlled bomb exploded at his
residence in Oran in western Algeria.
Claverie, a dual French-Algerian nation-

al, was attacked after returning home
from a meeting with the then French for-
eign minister. He had publicly con-
demned atrocities attributed to Islamic
fundamentalists and his kill ing was
blamed on the GIA. The murder was met
with outrage in Algeria and France, com-
ing only weeks after the kidnapping and
murder of the monks of Tibhirine.

Killed in Algiers
Two French nationals were gunned

down in a library in the Casbah suburb of
Algiers in May 1994. Of the 19 clergy to
be beatified on Saturday, they were the
first to lose their lives. Brother Henri
Verges, 63, and Sister Paul-Helene Saint-

Raymond, 67, were killed while they were
helping young Algerians to prepare for
their examinations. The GIA claimed the
killings. In October 1994 two Spanish
Augustine nuns-Esther Paniagua Alonso,
45, and Caridad Alvarez Martin, 61 -
were shot dead en-route to prayers in
the residential, working class Bab El-
Oued area.  In September 1995 two more
nuns-Jeanne Littlejohn, 61, of Maltese
nationality and Denise Leclerc, 65, from
France-were shot dead returning from
prayers in the capital’s poor Belcourt dis-
trict. In November the same year French
nun Odette Prevost, 63, was killed in an
attack in the Kouba district, a working
class area of central Algiers. — AFP 

TIBEHIRINE, Algeria: Photo shows the graves of seven French Trappist monks at the
Tibhirine monastery. — AFP 

Cuba launches net 
on mobile phones
HAVANA: Cubans will be able to access the
internet on their mobile phones from today,
state-run telecoms monopoly ETECSA said,
marking a milestone for what has long been one
of the Western Hemisphere’s least connected
countries. Nearly half of the Communist-run
country’s 11.2 million residents have cellphones
although not all will be able to afford mobile
internet. In a news show broadcast late on
Tuesday, ETECSA executives announced a range
of packages valid for 30 days from 600 MB for
the equivalent of $7 dollars to 4 GB for $30.
Without a package, 100 MB will cost users $10.

The cost will be out of reach for many Cubans
as the average state wage is around $30 per
month, and many people rely on remittances
from relatives abroad or side gigs to get by. “It
was about time this became a possibility for
Cubans too,” said Havana resident Joaquin
Montiel, 58. “But for some, like me, it’s still a
remote one.” Montiel said he would not be able
to afford a cellphone with 3G technology on his
wage of less than $20 per month as a salesman in
a state company. Cuba has lagged far behind
most countries in Web access, whether because
of a lack of cash, a long-running US trade embar-
go or concerns about the flow of information.

Until 2013, internet was largely only available
to the public at tourist hotels on the island. But
the government has since made boosting con-
nectivity a priority, introducing cybercafes and
outdoor Wi-Fi hotspots and slowly starting to
hook up homes to the Web. —Reuters


