
ISTANBUL: A Turkish prosecutor has demanded
that arrest warrants be issued against two Saudi
nationals close to Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman over the murder of journal ist  Jamal
Khashoggi, a Turkish source close to the investigation
said yesterday. Khashoggi, 59, was killed shortly after
entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul on October 2
to obtain paperwork for his upcoming marriage. The
chief prosecutor’s office in Istanbul filed an applica-
tion Tuesday to obtain the warrants for Ahmad Al-
Assiri and Saud Al-Qahtani, described in court docu-
ments as being “among the planners” of the murder of
the Washington Post contributor Khashoggi.

Assiri often sat in during Prince Mohammed’s
closed-door meetings with visiting foreign dignitaries
and Qahtani was a key
counselor to the crown
prince. Both were sacked
after Riyadh admitted
Khashoggi was killed in the
Saudi consulate. According
to Turkey, a 15-member
Saudi team was sent to
Istanbul to kill Khashoggi.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has said
the order to kill Khashoggi
came from the highest lev-
els of the Saudi govern-
ment, but has insisted it was not King Salman. Riyadh
has since detained 21 people over the murder. Despite
speculation that the powerful crown prince ordered
the hit, the kingdom has strongly denied he was
involved.

US senators blast Saudi 
Meanwhile, two key US Republican senators said a

briefing by the CIA’s director only strengthened their
conviction that Saudi Arabia’s crown prince directed
the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. The explo-
sive new declarations by members of President
Donald Trump’s own party run counter to the White
House narrative downplaying possible links between
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and the
October ki l l ing of journal ist  and palace crit ic
Khashoggi at the kingdom’s Istanbul consulate.

“I have zero question in my mind that the crown
prince directed the murder and was kept appraised of
the situation all the way through it,” Senate Foreign
Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker told
reporters after CIA director Gina Haspel briefed a
small group of senators. “If MBS were in front of a
jury, he’d be convicted in less than 30 minutes,”
Corker said, using the prince’s init ials . Fel low
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, a Trump ally
who has joined a growing collection of lawmakers
urging the president to take a far tougher stance
against Riyadh, also attended the hour-long closed-
door briefing, and minced no words afterwards. 

Graham said in withering criticism of an American
ally that, “there’s not a smoking gun but a smoking

saw.” The South Carolina
senator was directly repu-
diating comments by top
Trump administration offi-
cials , including Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis, who
just last week said there
was “no smoking gun”
implicating the crown
prince.

US newspapers, includ-
ing The Wall Street Journal,
have reported that the CIA
has evidence that Prince

Mohammed exchanged 11 messages with his close
aide Saud Al-Qahtani, who allegedly oversaw the
murder, just before and after it took place. Some of
the most important evidence may be an audio
recording of the murder that Turkey said it has dis-
tr ibuted. Graham said that was not played in
Tuesday’s briefing.

The Saudi government went into damage control
mode, with a spokesperson for the Saudi Embassy,
Fatimah Baeshen, saying the kingdom maintains its
“steadfast” commitment to the US-Saudi relationship
and does “categorically reject” accusations linking
the prince to the killing. “At no time did HRH the
Crown Prince correspond with any Saudi officials in
any government entity on harming Jamal Khashoggi, a
Saudi citizen,” she said on Twitter.

Graham stressed that he believes the crown prince

has put the decades-long US-Saudi relationship at
risk. After reports that the CIA concluded that the
crown prince ordered Khashoggi’s assassination in
the Istanbul consulate on October 2, Trump warned
that US-Saudi ties and oil market stability were too
important to rock over the scandal.

Under mounting pressure from lawmakers who
wanted action against Riyadh, Mattis and Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo told senators there was no
direct evidence linking the crown prince to the mur-
der. Graham rejected their assessment outright, say-
ing “you have to be wilfully blind” not to conclude
that the murder was orchestrated by people under
Prince Mohammed’s command. Democrats provided
similar reactions after the briefing, which was given

to leaders of Senate committees that focus on
national security.

“I am now more convinced than I was before-and I
was pretty convinced-that in fact the United States
must have a strong response to both the war in
Yemen as well as the killing” of Khashoggi, Senate
Democrat Bob Menendez said. With many senators
furious about being excluded from the briefing,
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer demanded
Haspel “brief the full Senate without delay.” The
White House faced a rebuke last week when the
Senate voted to advance legislation that would end
US support for the Saudi-led coalition fighting a war
in Yemen, which has been described as the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis. —Agencies 
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News in brief

‘Texas Seven’ member executed 

WASHINGTON: Texas executed a man Tuesday
who, along with six others known as the “Texas
Seven,” killed a police officer during a 2000 crime
spree before being arrested thanks in part to the tele-
vision program “America’s Most Wanted.” Joseph
Garcia, 47, was executed by lethal injection and pro-
nounced dead at 6:43 pm local time (0043 GMT) in
the death chamber in Huntsville. Sentenced to 50
years in prison for killing a friend during a fight, Garcia
and six other inmates at the Connally high-security
prison in southern Texas participated in an infamous
escape. The men attacked guards for their uniforms
and forced another to open the door.  — AFP 

US indicts four suspects 

WASHINGTON: The US government announced
charges Tuesday against four men it said laundered
money and arranged tax avoidance schemes through
the Panama firm at the center of the “Panama Papers”
scandal. The four were affiliated with Mossack
Fonseca, the law firm that helped thousands of clients
around the world move money offshore to protect it
from taxes. Named in the 11-count indictment were
Ramses Owens, 50, Dirk Brauer, 54; Richard Gaffey,
and Harald Joachim Von Der Goltz, 81. Owens is a
Panamanian attorney who worked for Mossack
Fonseca. Brauer, a German national, was an investment
manager for Mossfon Asset Management, which was
closely affiliated to Mossack Fonseca, the Justice
Department said.  —AFP 

Police bust arms arsenal 

SOFIA: Bulgarian police have busted a huge illegal
weapons arsenal in a garage in the capital Sofia, seiz-
ing dozens of rifles, guns and pistols, the interior min-
istry announced yesterday. Sixty-five Kalashnikov
rifles, 37 Scorpion guns and 43 pistols were seized in
the operation conducted by the police’s counter-ter-
rorism unit over the weekend, the ministry’s anti-
organized crime chief Ivaylo Spiridonov told a press
conference. Police also found eight kilograms of
highly explosive black powder, 14 rocket-propelled
grenade launchers and tens of thousands of car-
tridges, he added. — AFP 

Ecuador vice president resigns 

QUITO: Ecuador’s vice president has resigned over
allegations by a former aide that she took kickbacks
while serving as a lawmaker five years ago. Maria
Alejandra Vicuna announced her resignation on
Twitter, saying the South American country did not
deserve the “instability” caused by the crisis. It came
a day after President Lenin Moreno distanced him-
self, suspending her from the post to allow her time
to fight the allegations. In Ecuador, the vice president
can only be sacked through an impeachment process
in the national assembly, which last week called on
her to resign. Vicuna has been in the post for just
over a year.  — AFP 

There’s not a 
smoking gun but
a smoking saw

Turkey seeks arrest of two 
Saudi crown prince’s allies 

US senators mince no words after CIA chief briefing

WASHINGTON: Sen Lindsey Graham (R-SC) responds to questions from reporters following a closed briefing at the US
Capitol by CIA Director Gina Haspel for Senate leaders on the killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. —AFP 

US soldier gets 25 
years in prison for 
backing ISIS group
LOS ANGELES: A US soldier based in Hawaii was
sentenced on Tuesday to 25 years in prison for
attempting to provide support to the Islamic State
group also known as ISIS. Ikaika Erik Kang, 35, whose
sentence was part of a plea agreement, will also be
under at least 20 years of supervised release after he
completes his prison term. “Kang swore to defend the
United States as a member of our military, but betrayed
his country by swearing allegiance to ISIS and
attempting to provide it material support,” John
Demers, assistant attorney general for national security,
said in a statement. 

According to authorities, Kang, a sergeant in the US
Army, became sympathetic to ISIS by at least early
2016 and regularly watched propaganda videos pub-
lished online by the terror group while expressing a
desire to become a member. Prosecutors said he spoke
in detail about committing specific acts of violence
including launching attacks at public gatherings such as
the Honolulu Christmas Parade and planning a suicide
bombing at his army barracks. 

In June and July of last year, he met with under-
cover FBI agents posing as people with connections
to ISIS and provided them with sensitive material. He
also supplied the agents with a small aerial drone and
military-style clothing and gear. On another occasion,
he provided two undercover FBI employees-one pre-
tending to be a high-ranking ISIS leader and another
an ISIS fighter-with a two-hour combat training ses-
sion to hone their fighting and marksmanship skills.
Kang was arrested after he swore allegiance to ISIS
during a ceremony conducted by the purported ISIS
leader. — AFP 


