
British middleman 
held in India over 
helicopter deal
NEW DELHI: The alleged British middleman in a dicey helicop-
ter deal between India and an Anglo-Italian firm was remanded
in custody yesterday after being extradited by the UAE, author-
ities said. Christian Michel James is accused of arranging kick-
backs to Indian officials to secure a deal for AgustaWestland to
supply New Delhi with 12 helicopters for 556 million euros
($630 million) in 2010. Brought in from the United Arab
Emirates late Tuesday, James appeared in a Delhi court amid
tight security. He will remain in police custody initially for five
days and be allowed to meet his lawyer for one hour twice a day
during this period, lawyers said.

Italian prosecutors suspect illegal sweeteners worth about 10
percent of the contract, or some 55 million euros, were paid out
in bribes. India cancelled the deal in January 2014. James, who in
previous interviews with Indian newspapers denied any wrong-
doing, was detained in Dubai in February 2017 following an
Indian arrest warrant and an Interpol notice. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
sought to capitalize politically on the scandal as the contract was
signed under the previous government of the Congress party.

Addressing a rally in the northwestern state of Rajasthan yes-
terday, Modi said: “We have brought back the middleman. He will
spill the beans.” The BJP said on Tuesday that the case could spell
“serious trouble” for the “first family” of Congress, referring to the
party’s long-powerful Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, Indian media

reported. The Congress party had earlier alleged that the BJP gov-
ernment managed to force James to sign a false confession naming
its former party chief Sonia Gandhi in exchange of exoneration

from any charges. In Italy, the former head of AgustaWestland and
of parent company Finmeccanica were given jail sentences in 2014
over the scandal but they were later acquitted. —AFP
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Cameras, drones: 
Rio de Janeiro to 
put electronic 
eyes on crime
RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio de Janeiro state is moving ahead with
plans to deploy security cameras and drones to help fight
crime, according to its next governor, a far-right politician loyal
to president-elect Jair Bolsonaro. A tender to install 30,000
cameras will be launched soon, Wilson Witzel, who takes up the
governorship of the southeast Brazilian state in January, told a
media conference late Monday. “Security is our priority,” he
said. On Tuesday Witzel traveled to Israel to view drones that
could be used to monitor armed drug gangs.

O Globo, a Brazilian news outlet, said it understood the
drones included combat versions capable of firing weapons,
which could be used for targeting gang members in hard-to-
access favelas, or high-density slums. The governor-elect was
also reportedly to inspect Israeli-made cameras with face-
recognition. Witzel’s communications teams did not confirm
details of the Israel visit when contacted by AFP. It said the
“diverse activities” on his trip included “learning about drone
technology.” Witzel won Rio de Janeiro state’s gubernatorial
election on October 28 with 60 percent of the vote. He benefit-
ed from a far-right wave that swept Bolsonaro to the presidency.

Like Bolsonaro, the former federal judge has vowed a
crackdown on crime that plagues Brazilian streets. Rio de
Janeiro state last year recorded more than 5,300 murders.
Shortly after his election, Witzel stirred controversy by saying
he intended to authorize police snipers to kills armed criminals
even if they presented no threat to officers. In his media confer-
ence Monday, Witzel said he would invest heavily in security,
regardless of the parlous finances of Rio de Janeiro state, which
has been on the verge of bankruptcy for several years. —AFP

SEOUL: When Seoul was preparing to open a liaison office
in the North Korean city of Kaesong this summer after a
decade of virtually no contact with its longtime enemy, South
Korean officials had heated debates over whether they
should seek approval from Washington. Some top aides to
President Moon Jae-in stressed it was an issue for the two
Koreas alone and there was no need to involve their US ally,
two people with knowledge of the situation told Reuters. But
to the surprise of several officials at the meeting, Unification
Minister Cho Myoung-gyon argued Washington must be
consulted because Seoul’s plans might run afoul of sanctions
imposed on North Korea over its nuclear weapons program.

Two dozen countries including the Britain, Germany and
Sweden already have embassies in Pyongyang, and other
officials saw the proposed liaison office as a far lower-level
of contact with the North. And they certainly did not expect
Cho to be a leading advocate of strict enforcement of sanc-
tions. Cho was Moon’s personal choice to head the ministry,
whose prime mission is to foster reconciliation, cooperation
and eventual reunification with the North. Cho, whose 30
year public service history has been inextricably linked to
reunification, was even sacked from the ministry in 2008
over his “dovish” stance toward Pyongyang.

At the suggestion of Cho and senior diplomats, Seoul ulti-
mately sought US consent before opening the office in
September, one of the sources said. All the sources spoke to
condition of anonymity due to sensitivity of the matter. Cho
declined to comment for this article, but a senior official at
the Unification Ministry said it was aware of criticisms of
Cho. “Inter-Korean ties are unique in their nature, but it’s

been difficult, and there’s North Korea’s duplicity. It’s a
dilemma we face, or our fate,” the official said, asking not to
be named because of the sensitivity of the issue.

Negotiator or roadblock?
The previously unreported debate among Moon’s top

officials illustrates a growing divide within South Korea over
how to progress relations with the North while keeping
Washington on side. Some cor-
ners of the administration argue
Seoul can’t afford to be seen
veering from the US-led sanc-
tions and pressure campaign
until Pyongyang gives up its
nuclear weapons program, while
others feel closer inter-Korean
ties can help expedite the stalled
diplomatic process, several offi-
cials close to the situation say.

“If the internal rift leads to
moving too quickly with the
North without sufficient US con-
sultations, it could pose a setback to not only the nuclear
talks but also the alliance and inter-Korean relations,” said
Shin Beom-chul, a senior fellow at the Asan Institute for
Policy Studies in Seoul. After the inter-Korean thaw gave
way to reconciliation efforts between North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and US President Donald Trump earlier this
year, Trump asked Moon to be “chief negotiator” between
the two. That task has become increasingly difficult as

Washington and Pyongyang blame each other for the falter-
ing nuclear talks.

US officials insist punishing sanctions must remain until
North Korea completely denuclearizes. North Korea says it
has already made concessions by dismantling key facilities
and Washington must reciprocate by easing sanctions and
declaring an end to the 1950-53 Korean War. “Unlike other
advisers, Minister Cho has balanced his staunch desire for

peace with an understanding of
the importance of retaining a
strong South Korea-US align-
ment,” said Patrick Cronin of the
Centre for a New American
Security, an Asia expert in close
touch with both US and South
Korean officials.

Mounting frustration
“Some alliance discord is

inevitable and not worrisome.
What would be worrisome
would be a clear rupture in

South Korea-US approaches for managing North Korea.”
The presidential Blue House declined to comment, but Moon
told reporters on Monday the view that there was discord
between South Korea and the United States was “ground-
less” because there is no difference in the two countries’
positions on the North’s denuclearization.

A third source familiar with the presidential office’s think-
ing said there was mounting frustration with Cho within the

Blue House and even inside the Unification Ministry amid
concerns he worried too much about US views. “What the
president would want from him as the unification minister is
to come up with bold ideas to make his pet initiatives hap-
pen,” the source said. During three summits this year, Moon
and Kim agreed to re-link railways and roads, and when
conditions are met, restart the joint factory park in Kaesong
and tours to the North’s Mount Kumgang resort that have
been suspended for years.

None of those plans have made much headway, either
because sanctions ban them outright, or as in the case of
Kaesong, Seoul took time to convince skeptical US officials
that cross-border projects wouldn’t undermine sanctions.
North Korea itself has been an unpredictable partner.
Discussions through the Kaesong office have been few and
far between, with Pyongyang’s negotiators often failing to
show up for scheduled weekly meetings without notice,
Unification Ministry officials say.

Even so, the Kaesong move has caused tensions with
Washington. US officials told Seoul that South Korea’s
explanations on the Kaesong office were not “satisfactory,”
the South’s Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha told a parlia-
mentary hearing in August. Washington was also caught off
guard when a group of businessmen who used to operate
factories in the now-closed Kaesong industrial park were
invited for the opening ceremony of the office, a diplomatic
source in Seoul said. The allies launched a working group
last month led by their nuclear envoys to coordinate North
Korean policy. It was borne out of US desire to “keep inter-
Korean relations in check,” the source said. —Reuters
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NEW DELHI: British national Christian Michel James (center), the alleged middleman in a deal between
India and Anglo-Italian helicopter firm AgustaWestland, is pictured in a vehicle while leaving a district
court in New Delhi yesterday, following his extradition from the United Arab Emirates.  —AFP

India drains lake 
after discovery of 
HIV-infected body
NEW DELHI: Indian authorities are pumping water out of a
sprawling southern lake to assuage villagers’ fears it was con-
taminated after the discovery of the body of a woman infected

with HIV, a regional official said yesterday. The virus is usually
transmitted through sexual intercourse, infected blood and from
an infected mother to the baby in her womb or through breast-
feeding, but the villagers’ alarm at the discovery a week ago
drove the demand for the lake to be drained, the official added.

“We tried our best to assure the villagers that we would get
the water tested, but they did not budge and even refused to
come near the lake,” said Naveen Hullur, who is in charge of the
area. The lake near the village of Morab in Karnataka, about 440
km (273 miles) from the state’s capital of Bengaluru, covers 32
acres (13 hectares). It is a key source of drinking water for more

than 1,000 people who live in the drought-affected region and
earn their livelihoods by farming.

The drainage operation has run for the last four days and
fresh water from a nearby canal is to be used to replenish the
lake over the next four to five days, Hullur added. He did not pro-
vide additional details. It was not immediately clear what the
cost of the drainage operation is. Public health officials in the
region did not immediately respond to telephone calls and email
messages from Reuters to seek comment. The HIV virus which
causes AIDS is not spread in air, water or in food, or by sharing
cups, bowls, cutlery, clothing, or toilet seats. —Reuters


